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Emissions rise from the smokestacks at the Jeffrey Energy
Center coal power plant in Kansas, U.S. FILE PHOTO

U.S. emissions stall
in 2024, challenges
its climate targets

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. greenhouse gas emissions barely decreased
in 2024, leaving the world’s largest economy off
track to achieve its climate goals, according to an
analysis released on Thursday, as the incoming
Trump administration looks set to double down
on fossil fuels.

The preliminary estimate by the Rhodium
Group, an independent research organisation,
found a net fall of just 0.2% in economy-wide
emissions. Lower manufacturing output drove
the modest decline, but it was undercut by in-
creased air and road travel and higher electricity
demand.

Study co-author Ben King said the small drop
came despite the U.S. economy expanding last
year by 2.7%, “a continuation of a trend that we’ve
seen where there’s a decoupling between eco-
nomic growth and greenhouse gas emissions.”

Overall, emissions remain below pre-pandemic
levels and about 20% below 2005 levels, the
benchmark year for U.S. commitments under the
Paris Agreement.

The accord aims to limit global warming to 1.5C
above pre-industrial levels, to avert the worst ca-
tastrophes of planet-wide heating. But with 2024
effectively static, decarbonisation must accelerate
across all sectors. “To meet its Paris Agreement
target of a 50-52% reduction in emissions by 2030,
the U.S. must sustain an ambitious 7.6% annual
drop in emissions from 2025 to 2030,” the report
said .

Positives in the report include a bigger share of
green energy in the grid and a drop in methane
emissions from reduced coal use.



Trump’s shift from America First’ to
imperialist ambitions threatens allies

Since winning a second term, the President-elect has been threatening to seize the Panama Canal and Greenland; analysts warn it could embolden
Americas enemies, suggesting the US. might accept forceful border changes, particularly amid Russias invasion of Ukraine, China’s threats to Taiwan

Associated Press
NEW YORK

onald Trump ran
D on a return to his
“America First” fo-

reign policy platform. The
U.S., he said, could no lon-
ger afford to be the world's
policeman. On his watch,
he pledged, there would be
no new wars.

But since winning a se-
cond term, the President-
elect has been embracing a
new imperialist agenda,
threatening to seize the Pa-
nama Canal and Greenland
— perhaps by military force
~ and saying he will use
€CONOMmIc COercion to pres-
sure Canada to become the
nation’s 51st state.

“Canada and the United
States, that would really be

something. You get rid of

that artificially drawn line,
and you take a look at what
that looks like and it would
also be much better for na-
tional security,” Mr. Trump
said of the world’s longest
international border and
the U.S’s second-largest
trade partner.

Departure from norms

Such talk of undermining
sovereign borders and us-
ing military force against
allies and fellow NATO
members - even if said
lightly — marks a stunning
departure from decades-
old norms about territorial
integrity. And it is rhetoric
that analysts say could em-
bolden America’s enemies
by suggesting the U.S. is

Alarming voice: U.S. President-elect Donald Trump. He said he will use economic coercion to pressure
Canada, second-largest trade partner of the U.S., to become the nation’s S1st state. REUTERS

now OK with countries us-
ing force to redraw borders
at a time when Russia is
pressing forward with its
invasion of Ukraine and
China is threatening Tai-
wan, which it claims as its
own territory.

“If 'm Vladimir Putin or
Xi Jinping, this is music to
my ears,” said John Bolton,
Trump’s former national
security  adviser-turned-
critic, who also served as
ambassador to the United
Nations.

Mr. Trump’s language,
reflecting a 19th-century
worldview that defined Eu-
ropean colonial powers,
comes as international al-
lies were already grappling
with the implications of his
return to the world stage.

Gerald Butts, outgoing
Canadian Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau’s former
top adviser and a longtime
close friend, said Mr.
Trump seems more embol-
dened than when he first
took office in 2017,

“I think he’s feeling a lot
less unencumbered than
he was the last time. There
are no restraints. This is
maximum Trump,” he
said.

Mr. Butts is part of a
WhatsApp group with oth-
ers who staffed heads of
state and government dur-
ing the first Trump term.
“Someone joked that the
big fear the last time was
that he didn’t know what
he was doing and the big
fear this time is that he
does,” he recounted.

Mr. Trump's swaggering
rhetoric also marks a con-
tinuation of the kind of tes-

tosterone-heavy  energy
that was a signature of his
campaign, particularly as
he worked to win over
younger male voters with
appearances on popular
podcasts.

Charlie Kirk, a key
Trump ally who joined Mr.
Trump’s eldest son, Do-
nald Trump Jr., on a trip to
Greenland this week, ar-
gued that it was imperative
for the US. to control
Greenland. The island is an
autonomous territory of
Denmark, a longtime U.S.
ally and a founding NATO
member. Beyond the coun-
try’s strategic location in
the Arctic and its rich re-
sources, Mr. Kirk said, “It
makes America dream
again, that we're not just
this sad, low-testosterone,
beta male slouching in our

chair, allowing the world to
run over us.”

“It is the resurrection of
masculine American ener-
gy. It is the return of Manif-
est Destiny,” said Mr. Kirk,
whose Turning Point
group helped with Mr.
Trump's get-out-the-vote
effort.

Negotiating tactics

Mr. Trump allies have long
argued that his bluster and
most audacious statements
are all part of his complex
negotiating tactics. Aides
note that nearly half of U.S.
shipping containers travel
through the Panama Canal
and that key canal ports
are controlled by a Hong
Kong-based firm.

Greenland is home to
the Pituffik Space Base, the
northernmost U.S. post,
which plays a key role in
missile warnings and space
surveillance. And China
and Russia have been mak-
ing their own investments
in the Arctic at a time when
new potential shipping
routes are opening as ice
caps melt.

Canada, Mr. Trump's
team notes, spends far less
on defence than its south-
ern neighbour.

“Every decision Presi-
dent Trump makes is in the
best interest of the U.S. and
the American people.
That's why President
Trump has called attention
to legitimate national se-
curity and economic con-
cerns regarding Canada,
Greenland and Panama,”

said Trump-Vance Transi-
tion spokesperson Karo-
line Leavitt.

But Michael McFaul, the
Obama-era ambassador to
Russia, said Trump’s lan-
guage is counterproduc-
tive to U.S. national securi-
ty interests.

“President  Trump is
about to take over at one of
the most dangerous times
in American history,” he
said.

Canadian officials have
responded with increasing
anger. “The joke is over,"
Dominic  LeBlanc, the
country’s Finance Minister
and point person for U.S.-
Canada relations, said.

Mexican President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum responded
with sarcasm Wednesday
to another Trump propo-
sal: to rename the Gulf of
Mexico as the “Gulf of
America.” Standing before
an old map, she quipped
that North America should
be renamed “América Mex-
icana,” or “Mexican Ameri-
ca because a founding
document dating from 1814
that preceded Mexico’s
constitution referred to it
that way.

Denmark and Panama
have responded similarly,
with Panama’s Foreign Mi-
nister, Javier Martinez-
Acha, saying, “The sove-
reignty of our canal,”
which the country has con-
trolled for more than 25
years, “is not negotiable
and is part of our history of
struggle and an irreversi-
ble conquest.”



Bangladesh garment sector rebounds,
but workers say little has changed

Owners say business has bounced back after the revolution that toppled the government last vear despite a 5% wage hike following protests;

frustrated workers, however; say that hard-won concessions have done little to change their circumstances, and life remains as hard as ever

NEWS ANALYSIS

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

n a vast Bangladeshi
l factory hall thrum-

ming with sewing ma-
chines, garment workers
churn out seemingly end-
less pairs of mountain hik-
ing trousers for customers
in Europe and America.

Bangladesh’s key cloth-
ing manufacturing indus-
try  supplying  global
brands was crippled by a
revolution that toppled the
government last year, in
which garment sector prot-
esters played an important
role. While owners say bu-
siness has bounced back,
frustrated workers say
hard-won concessions
have done little to change
their circumstances, and
life remains as hard as ever.

“It is the same kind of
exploitation,” said garment
worker Khatun, 24, asking
that only her first name be
used as speaking out
would jeopardise her job.

Production in  the
world’s second-largest gar-
ment manufacturer was re-
peatedly stalled by the
months-long violence, be-
fore protesters forced long-
time autocrat Sheikh Hasi-
na to flee in August.

An interim government,
led by Nobel Peace Prize
winner Muhammad Yu-
nus, took over.

Protests, however, con-
tinued in a string of gar-

ment factories for better
conditions and more pay,
with the Bangladesh Gar-
ment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
warning in October of
$400 million in losses.

Scores of factories
closed and tens of thou-
sands lost their jobs.

But after a 5% wage hike
was agreed in September,
the industry rebounded.

“We are doing well,”
said garment producer fac-
tory owner S.M. Khaled,
who heads the Snowtex
company, employing
22,000 workers,

The South Asian nation
produces garments for glo-
bal brands-ranging from
Japan’s Uniglo, Ireland’s
Primark, Sweden’s H&M
and Spain’s Zara.

The apparel industry ac-

Bad to worse: Employees say som
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ne opened factories offer conditions far worse than before. arp

Garment (factory)
owners need to take
more responsibility and
learn to negotiate better
with international
buyers

TASLIMA AKHTER

bangladesh Garment Workers®
Solldariry group

counts for about 80% of
Bangladesh’s exports,
earning $36 billion last
vear, dropping little des-
pite the unrest from the
$38 billion exported the
previous year.

“I am working with at
least 15  international
brands, and our products
will be available in 50
countries,” Mr. Khaled

-

said. “Almost all garment
factories are operating at
full swing after waves of
unrest. We are on the
growth side.”

Despite challenges with
a cooling of demand, An-
war Hossain, the govern-
ment-appointed adminis-
trator of BGMEA, said the
industry was returning to
strength. “The largest con-
tributor to exports was the
apparel sector,” he said.

The garment industry
recorded a 13% increase
from July-December 2024
the period after the revolu-
tion-compared with the
same period the year be-
fore, he said.

‘Half my basic wage’

Workers tell a different sto-
ry. Ms. Khatun welcomed
the wage rise but said fac-

tory managers then hiked
already onerous demands
for “nearly unachievable
production targets”,
Scraping by in the capi-
tal Dhaka’s gritty industrial
suburb of Ashulia, she
earns $140 a month includ-
ing overtime and benefits
to support a family of four.

Miserly raise

The wage increase of $8.25
a month seems a miserly
addition.

Opening her fist, she
showed a 500-taka note,
just over four dollars, all
she had left after paying
rent and other expenses.

“We have good facilities
inside the factory, like toi-
lets, a canteen, and water
fountains,” she said. “But
we don't get even a 10-mi-
nute break while trying to
meet the targets”. Many
factory owners were close
to the former ruling party.

In the immediate days
after Ms. Hasina was top-
pled, several factories
were damaged in retaliato-
ry attacks. Some owners
were arrested and accused
of supporting Ms. Hasina,
who is herselfin exile in In-
dia skipping an arrest war-
rant for “massacres... and
crimes against humanity”.

Most factories are now
back in operation, but em-
ployees say some offer con-
ditions worse than before.

“We weren't receiving
salaries on time after the
owner was arrested,” said
worker Rana, also asking
not to be identified.

“Now, they've offered
me half my basic wage,
around $60 o $70. 1 have a
six-month-old child, a wife,
and elderly parents to sup-
port”, he added.

Mr. Hussain, who lost
his job in the unrest, tells a
common tale.

While he has since
found work  packing
clothes, the new job means
he “doesn’t benefit from
the increment™ deal, while
living costs have risen.

“House rents have shot
up with the news of the pay
rise,” he said.

Taslima Akhter, from
the Bangladesh Garment
Workers' Solidarity group,
a labour rights organisa-
tion, said that “workers are
struggling to maintain a mi-
nimum standard of living™.

‘Maximising profits’
Ms. Akhter said factory
bosses must push back
against purchasers wanting
to maximise profits at the
expense of a living wage.
“Garment (factory) own-
ers need to take more res-
ponsibility and learn to ne-
gotiate better with
international buyers,” she
said. “This industry is not
new, and problems are not
impossible to solve.”
Despite the industry's
apparent fiscal success,
Abdullah Hil Raquib, a
former BGMEA director,
warned it was on fragile
ground. “The stability in
the garment sector we see
now is only on the sur-
face,” he said.



Decoding India’s growth slowdown

The official diminution of Indias projected GDP growth rate may still be an underestimation of the extent of economic slowdown. The revenue mobilisition

strategy needs o be reworked to enhance taxation on wealth and profits in order to enhance capex and welfare spending

ECONOMIC NOTES

hue_njk Hose
Soumvadeep Biswas

he first advance estimates of

India's Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) in 2024-25, released by

the National Statistics Office
(NS this week, shows a decling in the
real GDP growth rate to 6.4% from 8.2%
registernd in 202324, This is lower than
the 6.5 10 7% range projected by the
Economic Survey in July 2024. The
growth rate of nominal GOP, which s the
sum of the real GDP growth rate and the
owerall inflation rate, is estimated ag 9.7%
in 2024-25 - gignificantly kower than the
1054, growth rate projected n ohe Tast
Union Budget.

Data discrepancies
The official diminution of india's
projected GDP growth rate may still be an
underestimation of the extent of
economic slowdown. Academics and
institutional experts have consistently
painted out serious defects in the official
GOF estimates, with the international
Monetary Fund (IMF) recommencding an
upgrade of the real sector statistes, An
“Informational Annex™ to the 2023 IMF
Staff consultation report an India had
inter alia noted that, *.__the compilation
of constant price GOP deviate from the
conceptual requirements of the mtional
accounts, In part due o the use of the
‘Wholesale Price Index (WP} as 2 deflator
for many economic activities. The
appropriate price to deflae GDP by type
of activity Is the Producer Price Index
{PPD, which is under development, Large
vevisions to histarical series, the relatively
shart time span of the revised series,
mapor discrepancies berween GO by
activity and GDP by expenditure, and the
lack of official seasomally-adjusied
quarterly GDP series complicate analysis.
Together, these weaknesses make it
challenging to monitor high frequency
trends in Indla’s eeonomy through official
statistics, particularly from the demand
side.” The estimation of real or constant
price GDP requires the use of a GDP
deflator to estimare values of GDP
companents in constant prices. The GO
deflator being used in India’s official
esthmates i a weighted average of
wholesale and retall price Indices, The
‘Wholesale Price Index (WP}, 200112
serles has shown high volatility over the
pass decade, leading to inexplicably Large
divergences berween the WPILand P
inflation rates (Chart 11, This has had
serious implications for the accuracy of
the GDP dellator and real GDP estimates.
Faor instance, the nominal GOP growth
rate was estimated ar 14.2% in 202223 and
B.6% in 20:23-24, which indicated a sharp
dedine in growt. However, the pel GDP
growth rate was estimated to have grown
from 7.0% to B.2%, indicating growth
acceleration. This implied that the GDP
deflator was only L4% in 202324, even as
requil inflution was at 5.4%, hecause the
WPI inflation rate was estimated 1 have
Falben from a high of 9.4% in 202223 o a
negative of -0.7% in 202324, In short,
because of high volatility in the WP, the
nominal GRP estimate showed a growth
deceleration in 20:-24 bur the real GOP
estimate reflected growth acceleratlon,
Such anomalous and confounding data on
macroeconoiic lundamentals invariably
lead to deluisions and policy errors.

Elusive private investment

Tubled a day shead of the Union Budget
Tast July, the Economic Survey 2003-24
had taken comlort in the & 2% growth in

Economic blues

From 2022-23 to 2024-25, real GDP and investment have grown at an aanual average rate of 7.2% each and private consumption at &%. Fost pandemic,
there has besn ong percentage point increase n the anual e g rate of real , Therefore, there s absoditely na indication of any

strisctural besak in the inestment bebonr of the private corponate seclon so far under the L1 year of MDA b
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and 0.8 ige point
dheclline i che annual average growth rate
of private consumption,

Therefore, there is absolutely no
indication of any structural break in the
investment behaviour of the private
corporate sector sn far under the 11 years
of NDA rube. The deep corporate tax cuts
in September 2019 have failed o spur
capital formation and real economic
activity; rather it has only helped a short
lived spurt in corporate earnings and
fuelled a post-pandemic bubbbe (n the
equity market. In contrast, the advent of
the UPA regime had led to a real
iwvestment and exports boom between
2000405 £ill the financial crisis and global
recessinn of 200809, which was
lm:llﬂxm! both by a mussive increase in

201415 . 200617 RE) ;'0;1-_24 (FAE)" £l handk credit and slonf
s L | foreign capital inflows. A similar privace
i led boom has ined
(Chart 2: AnAual growth rates of GOP. GFCF and PFCE at constant prices in% elusive under the NDA regime
0| W Gross Fined Copital Formation (GFCF) BB Prite Finsl Consirnption Expenditure (PFCE] e G0P 2?5;-;! 2?2[::‘ This restifies to the forgotten truth of
15 reviend advance | POMitical ecomomy, thar supposedly :
wvtimates]  estimates) | business friendly governments can deliver
0 I much wealth and profits for their cronies
bt are incapable of bringing about
B coonomy-wide structural changes and
0 l cOmman prosperity.
5 ,g? é" ﬁﬁ* ey ,,gi“ @i’ '@ »"' Gl x'= -03“ \"*'\L, «WIP .p‘\‘i‘ 202329 Fiscal strains
- & 3 ok
* i + @ i [f::""":':: The more reliable supply side data on the
10 Indian economy reflects a more sober
picture of seonomic recovery since the
Chart3: y (¥-0¥) growth rates of walup sdded at constant prices in pandemic and the nature of the
35 a2 Qn B G2 g3 MR Qa B 200524 G1 B G2 8 3 B Q4 M r2e35 g1 N Q2 showdown tha has set in. Quarterly Gross
a0 Value Added (GVA) growth ona
vear-on-year basis has beenona
15 downward shide sinee 202324 (Chart 3).
1 § g The agriculiure sector continues o show
Il i | = - cydical fluctustions, After showing
* .l . L J ‘ J ]' 1 ' JI [. Ilh double-digit growih in the two quarters of
[ n | n i x ' 2 | 3 i | 208324, the growth rate of
GEASt ﬂwﬂ'""'\' Electrietty, | Construction | e, hotels, Finantisl Public manufacturing GVA has been an a
base prices -M‘HU" o fﬂ;;“:; aEpart, rend estite & i 15 visihle not only
-10 quartying Mnﬂuilrmnrg 3 pugi semal fere ar in the mining, power and construction
s ishne ok beedcasing | DT oehersenden e but abso in services ke retall
services trade, transport, conumumications,
fmance and real estate.
Table 1: Ur OO FILSE feveniie
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renl GDPamd indicated a vigorous
expansion of investment by the
privatesector. Yet, the Chief Economic
Advisor had asked whether the corporate
sector responded positively to the tax cuts
of September 2019, and complained
abow shuggish corporate investments n
machinery and equipment and
intellectual property products. He
eriticised the disproporticnate allocation
of gross fixed capital formation
(investment) in t'ix' private sector o
“dwellings, other bulldings and
structures” as an unhealthy mix.
Throwing such caution w the wind, the
Union Budget relied entirely on a revival
of the private corporate capex cycle 1o
annoumee the *Prime Minister's Package
for Employment and Skilling” with an
outlay of 22 trillion, aimed at benefiting 41
million youth over 2 fiveyear-period. The
Anied ey

scheme and the mternship programme
for one crore youth in five years, were
premised on the expectation of massive
Job creation, consequent o an
acceleration of private corporate

Py, Mniciry of Finssce, Daser nensnt

The fiseul lickti
roadmap, whereby the fiscal deficit was
projected to decline lrom 5.6% of GDP in
20624, o 4.9% in 2024-25 and 4.5% in
202526, was also announced with the
budgerary expectation of the private
sector taking a bead In the caplial
formation process. However, the laest
GDP estimates have shown a significant
decline in the growth of real gross fixed
capital formation fram 9% in 20094 1o
B in 2024-25. A longer view of India's
growth trajectory over the past decade,
even on the basis of exaggerated official
national account estimates, shows the
rationality of official expectations.

Daring the 10 years of the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) rule, between
2004-03 and 2013-14, the average annual
growth of real GDP wais at 6.8%,
mvestment 10% and private consumption
6% (Chart 1). Between the onset of the
present regime tll the outhreak of the
pundemic, that is, between 2001445 and
201920, real GDP grew at an annual
average rate of 6.8% texactly similar 1o
LIFA), but real investment growth fell to

DPNT, Mo

6.3% while private consumption growth
increased to 6.8%. Thus, economic
growth under NDA was not i

The anly sector where GVA is projected
o grovw at a higher pace in 2024-25 than
the previous year is public
administration, defence and other
services. This shows the crucial role of
public spending in sustaining economic
growth in the Indian economy. In this
context, the monthly accounts of the
Union Government further indicate tha
cruclal revenue and expenditure argets
set in the last Union Budpget are likely to
remain unachieved. While the windfall of
a 211 trillion surphus transfer from the
Reserve Bank of India has enabled the
Union Government to mokbilise over 78%
o its oG reverue targed for 202425

led, as was the case under UPa
Moreover, during the LA period, real
groavth in privare investment was over
10%, above the growth of public sector
nwvestment at around 9% (Chart 2), Under
NDA rule, till the pandemic, public
investment in real terms grew fster at an
average of 6.6% per year, than private
investment which grew by 6.3%.
Investment, consumption and output
had collapsed in 2020-21 owing to the
lockdown induced vecession. The
recovery in 202142 was indeed led by
private investment, but the spikes in the
groawth rates of investment, consumiption
and output were on account of base effect
— it was simply a return 1o nommaley after
the collapse in the p ing year. From
202223 to 2024-25, real GDP and
investment have grown at an annual
average rate of 7.2% each and private
i it 6%, Pu demic there
has been one percentage point increase in
the annual average growth rate of real

2024, mobili of the
Centre's net tax revenues between April
o Mowermber 2024 was anly 56% of the
budpetary targer of 125,83 million {Table
1, This s ked 10 spending less than half
of the TIL1 million, budgeted as capex for
202425 till Novermber 2024,

It is clear that economic slowdown has
distupted budgetary plans by slowing
down tx revenne growth, Adhering to
the fiscal consolidation path would imply
a squeeze on public spending, including
capital expenditure, which in tum would
Further aggravate the sl:mlm-wl

1 fiscal rectitude is
iilzo ot lcml'hk- given the alnaady
elevated levels of public debt and Interest
payments. The only way out appears to
be a reworking of the revenue
mobilisation strategy hy enhancing
taxation an wealth and profits in nrdcr T

h apes and welf

Prasenfit Bose s an economist nd
dchivist. Seeemyvadesp Biswas is a data
analyst at CPERD Pyl Lid.
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Is India open to the idea of dual citizenship?

PARLEY |

tan event in December, External
Affairs Minister 8. Jaishankar said
there are & lor of challenges in
providing dual citzenship w Indies
setthed abroad. He pointed out that the Overseas
Citinenabip of India drive is o step towands
mgeting the demand and added that the debage
on dual cittzenship is “still afive” 1s India open
1o the idea of dual cittzenship? Amitabh Matioe
and Vivek Katju discuss the gquestion ina
comversatinn moderared by Kallol
Bhattacherjes. Edited excerpis:

Da you think dual citizenship for dizsporic
Indians could become a reality?

Vivek Katju: First, bet me distinguish between
MRS living abroad and Peaple of Tndian Drigin
(MO0 NRI5, or Non-Resident Indians, are indian
nutiogals who hold Indizn passpors. They have
all the rights that acerue to Indian nationals. The
oty thing they cannot exercise abroad is the
right to wote, though 1 believe arangements
were made ar some stage for NRIS m register
themsedves in the missions so they could vote In
their place of entitlement. FI0s are not [ndian
nationals, quite dearly, and therefore they do
not huve political rights. At one stage, the
government had given expanded ceonemic
[acilities w PEOs, and Later, what was called a PIO
card was converted into an Overseas Citizen of
Incin (OGN eard, Now, | never imdersnod the
reason for this change In designadon, as the 01
card dioes not confer on any person of [ndian
origin, any additional fweilites. or any rights
which the PIO card did naot already possess.
Cirlzenship essentially has poliical attributes. if
you are 3 chtieen, you bave the full right o
participate in the pofincal process of the
coumntry. A non-citizen does not have that right.
Sy, the werd “citizen” is extremely confusing
nnd i my opindon, it should be avoided s it
creates a misleading impression.

Min|ster

‘s remarks h: ¥

I'mﬂ:ssur uum:n,whnmn: thoughts
abourt granting dual cnlunsh!n rights to
penple of Indian origin lving abroad?

Amitabh Mattoo: | think Mr. Jaishankar must
have made an off the-cuff remark. It cannot be 3
serfous question to be debated athls point in
India that certain people or a class of people
who are no longer Indian citizens, or who either
gave up Indian diizenship or never were Indian
citizens, will be given additional cirizenship of
India, If you look back at the Constitution of
India, Part 1T deals with this section on

s the LS., vou cannot becorre 2 Presisent unless you are born in the teritary
ERE

citlzenship. Article 5 of the Constitution defines
who is a citizen of India, either by birth, by
parentage, or by scquiring it after having
remained a resident in [ndia. There is ako a
distinetion hetween heing a domicile and heing
a chtlzen. You mery be domiciled in India and yer
not be a citizen. This was determined by the
Supreme Court in ILP. foshi v State of Madhya
Blurrat i 1955, The oaly major amendiment w
the Citizenship Act came in 2019, with the
Cirizenship Amendmem Act. Then there was a
fastrack process for minorites fiom certain
neighbourhood eoumtries oo be allowed to mke
Indian citizenship, | don’t think it can really be a
serions, substantive question to allow peophe o
have dtizenship of both India and snother
coninitry hecause that would confer palitical
rights. In cther words, citizens of the LL5., K.,
ur Australia, for example, would not oty have
political Ioyalty to those countries but also the
right t vote in India. That, frankly, for me is an
extremely dangerous (dea, As an Indian citizen, |
wotthd it be willing m give political ngh:e o
wmycae with divided loyalties. I!m.:luse ter all,
dusal citi hip means that you b divided
lowaltios.

W are not ready 1o have dual citizenship in
this coumitry after just 75 years. | am not
xenophobic, 1am i person who has grown up
with an idea of global citizenship in a liger
semse. Bt in terms of which polirie:
dispensation will govern India, [ am not willing
to share that right with anyone who has but
100% political loyalty w India, Personally, 1had
the option of acquirieg Australian citizenship,
and the onby reason §did nor take it was that ir
would mean relinguishing Indian cidzenshi)

Thelieve it is the democratic right of every
Indian 1o choase the citizenship of anather
conmtry and relinguish Indin citizenship
Tt they cannat say T will aceuire the

5 wshilp of ancther country, particjate in
s political process, and soll hold on o
polithcal rights in India

VIVER EATIUC

¥ lon Indian who will
hold public office. Do you think that for
certain communities and cnrtnln klm‘ls af

citizenship and become citizens of India, Mirma
Alfiessa, known as The Mother, whose work
Irspiresd many and who founded the Aurobrnda
Ashram in Puducherry, beeame an Indian
citizen despite earlier campaigming for duasl
citizenship. Similarly, Mother Teresa became an

might seem morz flexible, the fact is that you
canniot become a President unless you are bom
in the territory of the U5, Even Elon Musk,
despite all his championing of Donald Tromg,
«can never aspire m be President hecause he was
Do in Seuth Africa. So, some laws are much
e rigid.

s thei by

workers who are
idea of citizenship mqlllmsomr de-gru of
flexibility?

VEK: Mo, You cannot have divided loyalies, You
are elither a citizen of Indla, which is in full
rights, paditical rights, economiic rights, etc, or
VOU are 1ot

You mentioned that in the 178, there are
people of Indian origin who are holding, who
Fave, amd who will be holding the office. | think
sin persons of Indian origin have been elected 1o
the House of Representatives this time. Let us
ot forget that they are American citizens. The
Indian systems and law dernand that the
momment you scqetire the natonality of another
conntry, vou relinguish India’s nationalicy,
which means that you do not have politicnl
rlights anymore.

I helieve it is the democratic right of every
Indizn w chouse the dtizenship of another
cenritry and relingpish Indian citlzenship, But
they cannot say 1 will acquire the cirizenship of
ancdher country, partcipate in s polieal
process, and still hold om o political rights in
India. Now | know that some other countries
albow that, but Limust confess | have very
orthodox v

AM: | completely endorse Mr, Kargu's remarks,
We carmot, for the sake of populism or o attract
foreign investment, create what the Marxises
used w call a “comprador class — i class of
people wha will act as foreign agents in India.
Yiour givee them the right to vote and m elect
members of Pardiament and L

Assemhlies, that i a sure way of lmﬂhnmng
Trilis.

Bt i you open this Pandora’s box by
allwing even a single citizen of annther country
o harve dual citizenship in India, it would be
d.«.-niv danperons and subversive. There are

The " vh 1

lm‘lunmginpeople aswt’!.las

where people whe have decided o
make India their home have relinguished earlier

AME Thope not, because T have srean regard for
the External Affairs Minister, so Lam sure he is
not doing it for popudise reasons. The diaspora
hizs 2 great role to play but not as dual dtizens,
You have the diaspora playing a role in
ceminting bilateral relations with the U5, The
hugely successful Indian diaspora in the 1.5
often a3 asa rﬂl)lw{pnim for leaders” visits
there, and similarly in other countries. The first
Indian diaspora of indentured lshourer thae
went into the Caribbesn may not have been as
successful in material termes as this new wave of
diaspora, Bur, as | said, they can cement
Dilageral thes and help attract vestment from
abroad.

As in the case of Microsoft, Satya Nadefla has
promised Invesument in anificil ineligence,
That is all for the good of the nation. However,
the question really Is whether this disspora
couild becoime 4 Frankenstein maonster. While s
role may appear benign and a source of grear
o, you may suddenly empewer [t the pelnt
where it decides who is going to be your next
leader. That is where [ think there hastobea
Takshmian ek, You need to maimtain & clear
line hetween the usetil role played by the

diaspora and its crossing the boundaries. [ am
neit willing to et any Satva Nadella or Vivel:
Ramaswamy or any persen of Indian origin who
may just acquire Indian citizenship for
instrumental reasons while retamning their
American or other citdzenship decide my
political future. | am an Indian cltizen, and [ vote
fior rray fusture along with other citkaens
wh do rot have any other lovalties o any other
country.

EifE
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Section 152 of BNS should not become a proxy for sedition

Singh v. State of Rajasthan (2024),

cautioned against using Section 152 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) as a tool to stifle
legitimate dissent. In 2022, before the BNS was
enacted, the Supreme Court had suspended
pending criminal trials and court proceedings
under Section 1244 (sedition) of the Indian Penal
Code {IPC) until the government reconsidered the
Taw. This was followed by a verbal proclamation
by the Union Home Minister that *sedition” wounld
be repealed as an offence. Section 152 of the BNS
criminalises any act exciting secession, armed
rebellion, and subversive activities. It also
criminalises acts encouraging feelings of
separatism or endangering the sovereignty, unity,
and integrity of India. While the BNS does not
formally use the term ‘sedition’, the Rajasthan
High Court's recent decision hints that the
spectre of sedition still looms large in the BNS.

T he Rajasthan High Court, in Tejender Pal

Problems with Section 152

First, Section 152 BNS criminalises ‘acts
endangering the sovereignty, unity, and integrity
of India.” However, what constitutes such
endangerment under Section 152 has not been
defined in the statute. This renders the provision
vague, and amenable to expansive interpretation
by enforcement authorities. Accordingly, a
speech criticising a prominent historical or
political figure, or sympathising with a
controversial public figure, may be construed as
‘endangering’ the ‘unity and integrity of India’ for
initiating legal action against a person. In the
current sociopolitical environment that appears
increasingly fragmented, a stringent penal
provision without inbuilt checks for abuse may be
used to stifle dissent and criticism.

Pushkar Anand

fAssistant Professor at
the University of Delhi

Doctoral Candidate at
Banaras Hindu
University

The lack of a
statutory
requirement to
establish a causal
linkage between
the speech and
its actual
consequence
before depriving
the accused of
personal liberty
renders Section
152 amenable to
abuse

Second, the term ‘knowingly” in Section 152
substantially Iowers the threshold for commission
of the offence, especially in the context of social
media. Even if a person does not have the
malicious intent to incite activities or feelings
prohibited under Section 152, they can still be
considered liable for the offence if they share a
post knowing it will reach a larger audience and
may provoke such activities or feelings. This
woild be sufficient to arrest a person and
prosecute them for commission of the offence
under Section 152, which is cognisable and
non-bailable. The lack of a statutory requirement
to prima facie establish a causal linkage between
the speech and its actual consequence before
depriving the accused of personal liberty renders
Section 152 amenable to abuse much like its
predecessor, and has the potential to instill a
chilling effect on free speech. The potential for
abuse of the sedition-like provision is clearly
barne out by data of the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) regarding Section 124A of the IPC.
Out of 548 persons arrested between 2015 and
2020 for sedition, only 12 people were convicted
in seven cases. More importantly, this was the
situation when Section 124A [PC was relatively
narrower and more specific in comparison to
Section 152 of the BNS. Unfortunately, the NCRB
data, and the benefit of hindsight regarding abuse
of Section 1244, seem to have had no bearing in
designing the contours of Section 152 of the BNS.

The way forward

In the past, the judiciary has consistently adopted
a consequentialist interpretation to strike a
careful balance between national interest and the
freedom of expression. The Supreme Court has
given weight to the actual consequence or impact

of free speech in determining the offence rather
than considering the ‘speech’ on its own. For
instance, in Balwant Singh and Anr v. State of
Punjab (1993), the Court drew a line of
demarcation between casual sloganeering and its
TEpercussions or consequences, requiring a direct
causal nexus between the act and its impact for it
to amount to an offence of sedition. Further, in
Javed Ahmad Hazam v. State of Maharashtra and
Ors (2024), the Court said the “effect of the words
must be judged from the standards of reasonable,
strong-minded, firm and courageous men, and
not those of weak and vacillating minds...”
Moreover, in Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar
(1962), the Court had differentiated *disloyalty
towards the government” from ‘strongly worded
criticism of the government and its policies’.

Given the lack of inbuilt safeguards in Section
152 to prevent its abuse, these interpretations
should guide the enforcement authorities in
applying this provision. Moreover, the Supreme
Court should, when it gets the earliest
opportunity, craft a set of guidelines for the
enforcement authorities, demarcating the
boundaries for the terms used under Section 152
BINS, as it did with respect to ‘arrest’ in DK, Basu
v. State of West Bengal. This will ensure that the
provision does not become a proxy for the
offence of sedition.

It is important to provide liberal space to
thoughts, beliefs and expressions, and to subject
them all to unimpeded criticisms, especially in
the age of social media. We need to fall back on
the concept of ‘marketplace of ideas’, as
envisioned by Justice Holmes in Abrams v. United
States, because the best test of truth will always
be the potential of an idea to get itself accepted in
ademocratic and diverse society.




Damage control

Adherence to existing regulations can
limit the impact of earthquakes

Tibet of magnitude 7.1 and originating at a
depth of 10 km has reportedly claimed at
least 100 lives and damaged buildings and hous-
es. The tremors from the quake were felt in Nepal
as well as parts of Bihar and even New Delhi,
thousands of kilometres away. The main earth-
quake was followed by at least two aftershocks. If
the epicentre had been located closer to India,
the damage could have been manifold. Earth-
quakes in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of
dread in the country. Memories of two deadly
quakes in Nepal in April and May of 2015 that
killed at least 9,000 and caused incalculable
damage still bubble up. The tectonic plates are
the gigantic shards into which Earth is broken up.
Layered on them are the continents and the seas.
These plates are constantly in motion — colliding
with, diverging with, or sliding past one another.
The Indian plate collided with the Eurasian plate
and the crust tilted upwards, creating the Hima-
layas. The fractured zones along which they inte-
ract create the fault lines where earthquakes oc-
cur. By studying these faults and the pattern of
past earthquakes, seismologists can estimate
how much latent energy at these fault lines,
which can run thousands of miles, has been re-
leased and how much of it still resides in them.
Scientists have long warned of a massive, over-
due earthquake in the Garhwal-Kumaon range
because of what is known about the pattern of
quakes in the region. The records of the last 300
years suggest that those that have occurred have
not released all the pent-up energy and that is
why there is a broad consensus among experts
that an 8-magnitude temblor is overdue. Unfortu-
nately, predicting the day and time is outside the
ambit of current science. Thus, the best we can
hope for is insulation against the projected dam-
age. It is in this context that infrastructure deve-
lopment in the Himalayan region must be
viewed. While several of these projects are in-
tended to smooth the movement of people and
goods, the recurrent landslides and glacial lake
outbursts that wash away dams, hydropower
projects, and roads serve as a constant reminder
of the inherent fragility of the region. Every form
of infrastructure in the region — power plant or
dam — must take into account the imminence of a
major earthquake and the associated costs fac-
tored into planning. Adhering to already existing
building codes, not only in the Himalayas but in
the surrounding Indo-Gangetic plains, can go a
long way in limiting the inevitable damage.

T his week, an early-morning earthquake in



We need accessibility rules that are based on principles

he Supreme Court, in Rajive Raturi v.
Union of India (2024), held Rule 15 of
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(RPwD) Rules, 2017, violative of the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,

The Court reasoned that the Rule was drafted
in a discretionary tone whereas the
corresponding provisions (Sections 40, 44, 45,
46, 89) in the Act imposed a mandatory
abligation for the government, This was
significant as Rule 15 was a statutory provision
under which the accessibility guidelines of
respective departments and ministries were
notified. Key examples include the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs' guidelines for creating
barrier-free environments, the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways' bus body code, and
other accessibility standards established by the
Ministries of Sports, Culture, and Information
and Broadcasting,

The Court observed that these guidelines
allowed discretion to the ministries and
departments, which is antithetical to the
mandatory language of the Act. Moreover,
striking down Rule 15 also meant that the
accessibility guidelines notified under the Rule
lost their statutory authority. As a result, the
Court pave the government three months to
develop minimum mandatory accessibility
requirements to govern all the sectors.

The judgment is a stark reminder of how
accessibility guidelines have been created in silos
without the identification of normative principles
that will ensure universality and intersectionality
to those guidelines. Thus, while formulating new
guidelines, there needs to be a shift towards a
principle-based framework on accessibility rules.

The idea of accessibility
The Court deliberated in detail on the difference
between accessibility and reasonable
accommodation. Accessibility and reasonable
accommuodation both originate within the
principles of substantive equality of the
Constitution. Accessibility is now accepted asa
right woven throughout the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disahilities. Conversely, reasonable
accommodation is a facilitator of substantive
equality where specific challenges are dealt with
in a specific context. Therefore, both concepts
should be understood as interdependent and
complementary to each other, where accessibility
builds the edifice through standardised
accessibility standards from the outset, while
reasonable accommodation ensures tailored
solutions for those individuals who might still
face inaccessibility in a specific context.

The idea of accessibility is not static, and the
conceptual contours and corresponding tools

Shashank Pandey
Lawyer and founder
of the Politics and
Disability Forum

Law student at Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohiya
National Law
University, Lucknow

The new
accessibility
rules must be
direct.
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ensure ecffective
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have evolved regularly. For instance, with the
advent of Artificial Intelligence and the Internet of
Things and their incorporation into social
interactions, the understanding of digital
accessibility has evolved simultaneously. This
makes it necessary to modify the nature, extent,
and type of digitally accessible tools that can
ensure broader inclusivity.

The shifting threshold also needs to be
understood in the context of phased realisation of
accessibility. The Court in Rajive Raturi observed
that the existing guidelines are framed in a way
that establishes long-term goals of accessibility
without setting the minimum standards requiring
immediate implementation. Hence, the minimum
accessibility threshold shall be envisaged on a
sliding scale wherein the baseline moves forward
at periodical intervals. Canada has developed a
comprehensive road map to achieve full
accessibility by 2040, focusing on harmonising
standards across the country through two work
streams, with periodic reviews every five vears to
adapt to changing needs.

The RPwD Act defines barriers in the broadest
form possible, wherein intangible barriers such
as attitudinal barriers are recognised in addition
to tangible barriers such as infrastructure, This
has modified how accessibility is viewed and
understood within physical and digital
ecosysteins. Thus, it is necessary to evolve
accessibility parameters in theory and practice to
overcome tangible and intangible barriers. For
instance, the evolving understanding of disability
is an aspect that informs the attitude of society
and, hence, directly relates to the attitudinal
barrier. Thus, accessibility must also align with
this evolution of disability understanding to be
truly inclusive.

The understanding of universal design has also
evolved over time. It is not just limited to persons
with disabilities but also includes every
vulnerable community, such as women, children,
and the elderly. This reflects a tacit recognition of
the universality of disability, which is not
identified as an individual's incapacity to perform
but rather the composition of the environment in
which one operates. Disability may arise from a
high cognitive workload causing an inability to
focus and control emotions, temporarily broken
limbs, unavailability of ramps to a pregnant
mother, age-related complications, etc. Thus, the
rules should be applicable across groups,
providing accessibility in the peneral sense and
not exclusive to persons with disabilities.

Compliance with social audit

Section 48 of the RPwD Act mandates the Central
and State governments to regularly undertake
social audits of all general schemes and
programmes to ensure they do not have an

adverse impact on the needs and concerns of
persons with disabilities. Social audits play a vital
role in developing and strengthening the
accountability of the government and service
providers. For instance, regular social audits of
schemes providing assistance technologies to
persons with disabilities can assess the
bottlenecks in the delivery of services, idenrify
the changing needs of individuals, and provide
better devices.

However, due to the lack of standardised
guidelines under the RPwD Rules, there is no
clarity on the scope and methodology of social
audits. This might lead to inconsistencies among
the Centre and the States, lack of awareness, and
insufficient training for auditors. Therefore, clear
guidelines and operationalisation of social audits
at a larger scale will help identify the changing
nature of disability-related challenges and make
targeted interventions to enhance service
delivery through concerned schemes and
Programmes.

Rules have to be understandable

The earlier accessibility rules across departments
and ministries suffered from bureaucratic
complexity regarding their mandate. There were
too many technicalities and often contradictory
accessibility mandates from multiple ministries
that confused the complying entities. For
instance, a sporting complex has multiple
guidelines for accessibility from the Ministry of
Urhan Affairs and Housing, Sports, Transport,
and others. This led to not just a failure to
provide objective parameters but also increased
the compliance cost for such establishments,
During the proceeding under the redressal
mechanism, the complex and overlapping
guidelines also delayed the relief sought by
persons with disabilities.

The new accessibility rules must be direct,
understandable, and practical to ensure effective
impl ion. The ambiguity in
department/ministry jurisdiction that plagoed
the earlier rules should also be addressed by
having a nodal authority, ideally, the sector
regulators, and in the absence of it, the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment should
adjudicate on rules.

The deadline for releasing the new
accessibility guidelines is February, subject to
extension. Thus, there is a necessity for diverse
sectors, both private and public, beyond social
services such as financial, technological,
transport, to deliberate upon the minimum rules
of accessibility. This isn't just warranted by the
legislative mandate of the RPwD Act but also a
market incentive to tap into the large population
base by providing accessible products and
services.




India releases compilation
0f 10,000 human genomes
from 83 population groups

The ‘Genome India’ database will be available to researchers across the world; it will serve as a
template for investigations into disease, drug therapy; PM says it will strengthen biotech economy

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia has completed
land made available a

year-long compilation
of 10,000 human genomes
representing 83 popula-
tion groups, making up
about 2% of the country’s
4,600 population groups,
as a database. This collec-
tion will serve as a tem-
plate of future investiga-
tions into disease and drug
therapy.

The ‘Genome India’ da-
tabase, as it is known, will
now be available to re-
searchers across the world
for investigation and is
housed at the Indian Bio-
logical Data Centre (IBDC),
in Faridabad, Haryana.

A first analysis of the ge-
nomes estimates around
27 million low-frequency
(or relatively rare) variants,
with 7 million of them not
found in similar reference
databases around the
world. Certain population
groups show higher fre-
quencies of alleles, or diffe-
rent versions of the same
gene. Over the last two de-

researchers study diseases. GETTY IMAGES

cades, many countries
have created databases of
the genomes of their popu-
lation — for a variety of pur-
poses including estimating
disease risks, adverse drug
reactions, establishing ge-
nealogy and DNA-profiling
databases.

However, a major focus
of the Indian reference ge-
nomes is to have research-
ers study diseases. “The
discoveries from Genome
India are not just scientific

— they hold the potential
for targeted clinical inter-
ventions, advancing preci-
sion medicine for better
healthcare,” said Union Mi-
nister of State (indepen-
dent charge) for Science
and Technology Jitendra
Singh, at an event here to
announce the project.
Researchers wishing to
access the genomes must
send in a proposal that will
be perused by an indepen-
dent panel with a commit-

ment that will adhere to
data sharing and privacy
policies. Though the data-
base stores information on
population groups, this da-
ta will not be classified by
the names of castes or
tribes but will be numeri-
cally coded, Rajesh Gok-
hale, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology,
told The Hindu.

Describing the project
as “historic”, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, in a vi-
deo address, said this
paved the way for India
strengthening the biotech-
nology economy as well as
biotechnology-based
manufacturing.

Experts said that while
only a small fraction of In-
dia’s population groups
were studied, the door was
open to expanding the da-
tabase to a million ge-
nomes. “Though costs are
a limiting factor, a million
would dramatically scale
insight into India’s genetic
diversity,” said Kumaras-
wamy Thangaraj of the
Centre for Cellular Micro-
biology, Hyderabad and
one of the project leaders.



PM to open Z-Morh tunnel, a key
part of Kashmir-Ladakh corridor

To be inaugurated on January 13, the tunnel, in Ganderbal district. is key to keeping the tourist destination of Sonamarg
open for visitors around the year; it is touted as a milestone in building the strategic corridor between Kashmir and Ladakh

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

he Z-Morh tunnel is
I I set to become the
first major miles-

tone in the effort to build a
strategic corridor between
Kashmir and Ladakh
which is open all through
the year, with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi slated to
inaugurate it on January 13.

The tunnel, in Gander-
bal district, is key to keep-
ing the tourist destination
of Sonamarg open [or visi-
tors around the year. Ear-
lier, snowfall and avalanch-
es would cut off the tourist
spot every winter.

This will be Mr. Modi’s
first visit to Kashmir since
an elected government
took over the reins in the
Union Territory. A security
assessment of the project
was done on Thursday to
set up foolproof security
arrangements ahead of the
PM’s visit, Security across
the Valley, especially in Sri-
nagar, has been stepped up
and additional checkpoints
set up on the main roads.

Hoteliers are enthusias-
tic about the tunnel. “It
was much needed to have
Sonamarg on the winter
tourism map of Kashmir.

There is a need to open up
new winter destinations in
Kashmir given the growing
footfall. It would be safe to
drive to Sonamarg in win-
ter now,” said Sajid Ma-
jeed, a hotelier.

At present, most hotels

remain closed because of

unreliable road access and
infrastructure problems.
Built under the moun-
tain glacier of Thajiwas
Glacier between Gagangir
and Sonamarg, the tunnel
bypasses the landslide-
and avalanche-prone pock-
ets of the road, officials

Aview of the Z-Morh tunnel that connects Gagangir and Sonamarg, FILE PHOTO

said. An intelligent traffic
management system will
make it easier to control
the flow of vehicles and
will also open up the Thaji-
was Glacier and Sindh Riv-
er for adventure tourism,
an official added.

J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also welcomed
the tunnel. “J&K, especial-
ly central Kashmir, looks
forward to the inaugura-
tion of a vital piece of in-
frastructure in the coming
days. This asset will be a
game changer for the ex-
pansion of winter tourism

in the valley,” Mr. Abdullah
said in a post on X.

Strategic route

Built at a cost of 2,680
crore, the 6.5-km long two-
lane tunnel is a key feature
of the strategic access
route to Ladakh. The main
tunnel is 10.8 metres long,
with a modified horseshoe-
shaped escape tunnel of
7.5 metres, D-shaped venti-
lation tunnel of 8.3 metres,
two major culverts of 110
metres and 270 metres,
and one small culvert
which is 30 metres long.

The project faced a ma-
jor militant attack on Oc-
tober 21 last year, which
left seven APCO Infratech
workers, including a doc-
tor, dead at the construc-
tion site.

The Z-Morh will lead to-
wards the Zojila tunnel,
which is being constructed
nearby. The Zojila, Asia’s
longest tunnel will cut
through the Himalayan
range at Zojila Pass to
reach the Kargil district in
Ladakh. The 13.14-km long
tunnel is coming up at a
cost of 6,800 crore. Offi-
cials said a 7.57-metre long
horseshoe-shaped single-
tube, two-lane tunnel will
pass under the Zojila Pass
between Ganderbal in
Kashmir and Drass town in
Kargil.

“It will bring the travel
time from three hours to
20 minutes between Gan-
derbal and Kargil,” officials
said. Ladakh is currently
cut off during winter, as
the Zojila Pass, the only
road that connects Kash-
mir with Ladakh, is closed
in December, with its reo-
pening dependent on the
melting of snow at moun-
tain passes along its route.
At times, the road would
stay closed till April.



Sixth-generation aero-engine
can be developed by tying up
with foreign firm: DRDO chief

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The only way India can de-
velop a sixth-generation
aero-engine and other
technologies required is by
co-development with a fo-
reign manufacturer, Samir
V. Kamat, Chairman of the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO), said while noting
that India currently invests
only 5% of its defence bud-
get for research and deve-
lopment, which needs to
increase to 15%.

To realise that capabili-
ty, he said the country will
have to invest close to $4
billion to $5 billion, that is
340,000 crore to 50,000
crore.

His remarks come
against the backdrop of
huge delays in the develop-
ment of indigenous fighter
jets, while China has made
rapid progress in this area.

“If we look at what we
need to do in terms of tech-
nologies, the first priority
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DRDO chief Samir V. Kamat with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at

the International Defence and Aerospace Expo last year. AnI

is aero-engines. Today, we
have demonstrated a
fourth-generation aero-en-
gine for our fighter aircraft
but going ahead we will
need a sixth-generation ae-
ro-engine where the thrust
to weight ratios exceed 10,”
Mr. Kamat said, speaking at
an event two days ago.

He detailed various
technologies that need to
be developed such as sin-
gle-crystal blade powder
metallurgy discs and ce-
ramic matrix composites
for static parts to begin
with.

“And if we have to do
this and deliver an aero-en-
gine the only way I can see
is if we do a co-develop-
ment with a foreign Origi-
nal Equipment Manufac-
turer.”

Elaborating further, he
said various facilities have
to be to set up — testing fa-
cilities for each sub-sys-
tem, a high-altitude test fa-
cility, flying test-bed,
manufacturing facilities to
make the disc which would
need investing in a forge
press which can press
50,000 tonnes, and so on.



Modi calls for documenting diaspora history

Addressing Pravasi Bharativa Diwas event in Bhubaneswar, PM lauds journey of Persons of Indian Origin and speaks about their remarkable achievements; he also highlights
country’s global role; he emphasises Girmitivas, indentured labourers who were sent before Independence to many countries, including Fiji, Seychelles, Malaysia, Mauritius

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

auding the journey
L of Persons of Indian
Origin across diffe-
rent eras to various coun-
tries, their remarkable
achievements, and contri-
butions to the societies,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called
for documenting the histo-
ry of the Indian diaspora.
Addressing the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas here, he
said, “The history of the In-
dian diaspora across the
globe, their journeys to va-
rious countries, and their
remarkable stories of suc-
cess form a unique part of
India’s heritage. There are
many interesting and in-
spiring stories which de-
serve to be told, seen, and
documented. They repre-
sent our shared legacies
and cultural heritage.”

Mr. Modi said in a world
in turmoil due to wars
across the globe, the future
lay in Buddha, a symbol of
peace, rather than in war.

Symbol of peace

“Right here in Odisha is the
place named Dhauli which
is a great symbol of peace.
Emperor Ashoka had cho-
sen the path of peace here
while the world was ex-
panding empires through
the power of the sword.
This is the strength of our
heritage, with the inspira-
tion of which India can say
to the world today that the
future lies in Buddha and
not in war,” he said,

“The pace at which 21st-
century India is advancing
and the scale of its deve-
lopment efforts are unpre-
cedented. [n just a decade,
the country has lifted 25
crore people out of pover-
ty. During the same pe-

Bhubaneswar on Thursday. AN

riod, India has risen from
being the world’s 10th lar-
gest economy to the fifth
largest. It won't be long be-
fore India secures its posi-
tion as the third largest
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economy in the world,” Mr.
Modi said.

Underlining the coun-
try's growing global role
due to its achievements
and prospects, the Prime

Minister said, “Today’s In-
dia not only firmly asserts
its own point but also
strongly amplifies  the
voice of the Global South.
The World patiently listens

to what India says.”

The Prime Minister em-
phasised on the Girmitiyas,
indentured labourers, who
were sent from pre-inde-
pendent India to various
countries, including Fiji,
Mauritius, Seychelles, Ma-
laysia, Trinidad and Toba-
£o, British Guiana, and Su-
riname, to work under
colonial ar

and research on Girmiti-
yas' history. Chairs can be
established in universities.
At regular intervals, world
Girmitiya conference can
be organised. [ will tell my
team to explore possibili-
ties on this aspect and
work to take this forward,”
he said.

The Prime Minister
d about a few fa-

“Why cannot compre-
hensive database of Girmi-
liyas be created? This
could document the villag-
es and States they originat-
ed from, the destinations
they settled in, and the
journeys that shaped their
lives, It could also as to
how they converted chal-
lenges into opportunities.
To bring their stories 1o a
wider audience, films and
documentaries could be
produced,” Prime Minister
Modi said.

“There should be study

milies which  migrated
from Gujarat and settled in
Oman.

“Their 250 years of jour-
ney is quite inspiring,
Thousands of documents
related to them have been
digitised and exhibited. Be-
sides, an oral history pro-
ject has been done by doc-
umenting experiences
shared Dby senior-most
members of the communi-
ty. Similar efforts should be
made on Indian diaspora
who had gone to different
countries,” he said.



