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Cabinet okays
{16,300 crore
mission to
secure critical
minerals

NEW DELHI

India has approved a
16,300 crore ($1.88 bil-
lion) plan to develop its
critical minerals sector, the
Information Minister said
on Wednesday, as the
worlds  fastest-growing
major economy aspires to
secure raw materials such
as lithium.

The government also
said it expects additional
investment of 18,000
crore from the public sec-
tor in critical minerals.

“The mission will inten-
sify the exploration of criti-
cal minerals within the
country and in its offshore
areas... Additionally, the
mission will offer financial
incentives for critical min-
eral exploration,” the go-
vernment said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

The funding illustrates
India’s efforts to reduce its
reliance on imports of min-
erals such as lithium, key
to energy transition tech-
nologies. India is still in the
process of developing lithi-
um processing technology,
a sector predominantly led
by China. India has con-
tacted many countries, in-
cluding Australia, Russia
and the U.S. for technical
help to develop lithium
processing technology.

India is looking to ex-
pand its investments in Ar-
gentina's mining, gas and
oil sectors, with a focus on
lithium, to secure resourc-
es needed for its energy
transition, Mines Secretary
V.L. Kantha Rao told Reu-
ters on a visit to Buenos
Aires for the first in-person
official meet since the two
nations signed a prelimin-
ary bilateral pact in 2022
on critical minerals supply.



CCEA approves hike in
ethanol procurement price

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
on Wednesday revised the
ethanol procurement price
for public sector oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs)
from ¥56.58 per litre to
357.97 per litre.

The new price is for the
ongoing Ethanol Supply
Year 2024-25, starting No-
vember 1, 2024 to October

31, 2025, under the
Centre’s ethanol blended
petrol programme.

Briefing reporters after
the Union Cabinet meet-

3% CHM price rise
will assure sufficient
ethanol availability
to meet higher
blending target

ing, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said that C
Heavy Molasses (CHM),
that have very little sugar
content, will be used for
ethanol production.

“The more we encour-
age CHM for ethanol pro-
duction, it will be benefi-
cial for both farmers and
environment,” he said.

“The approval will not
only facilitate the conti-
nued policy in providing
price stability and remun-
erative prices for ethanol
suppliers but will also help
in reducing dependency
on crude oil imports, sav-
ings in foreign exchange
and bring benefits to the
environment,” as per an of-
ficial statement.

GST and transportation
costs would be separately
payable. “Increase in pric-
es of CHM ethanol by 3%
will assure sufficient availa-
bility of ethanol to meet
the increased blending tar-
get,” the statement noted.



The constant bystander: The picture on the left shows Manu Gandhi, Abha, and Mahatma Gandhi at a prayer meet; thE ane on the right is when Hahatma Gandhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan Mridula Sarabhai and
Manu were in Bihar. SABARMATI ASHRAM PRESERVATION AND MEMORIAL TRUST; GANDHI HERITAGE PORTAL

Beloved witness: the extraordinary
testimony of Manu Gandhi

Tridip Suhrud has translated the second volume of the diaries of Gandhis grandniece, starting on December 19, 1946, and ending the day after the

Mahatma’s assassination on January 30, 1948, It is a testimony which bears witness to Gandhis innermost struggles in the last months of his life

Ananya Vajpeyi

he third section of the

Mundaka Upanishad is

important for our republic,

because the phrase “Saryameva
Jayate”, India’s national motto, occurs in
verse 6. But in Indian philosophy,
especially Vedanta, it is the first verse of
this section that is celebrated. It reads:
“T'wo birds, companions and friends,
perch on the very same tree. One of them
eats the fruit, the other, not eating, looks
or.” (Mull 3:1:0)

The commentarial tradition from
Shankara onwards explicates each word.
The two birds (dva suparna) are
respectively a consumer (bhogi) and a
witness (sakshi). One is engaged in eating,
the other in observing the first. These are
rwo conjoined (sayuja) aspects of being
that share a single tree (samanam
vriksham), interpreted as the body. One
actively partakes of the world, while the
other, perched alongside, watches,
friendly but not participaring.

We should understand Mahatma
Gandhi (1869-1948) and Mridula ‘Manu’
Gandhi {19271969), his grandniece, as
akin to these two philosophically
luminous birds (Svetasvatara Upanishad
4:6 is identical). Gandhi acts; Manu bears
witness. The second volume of her
diaries, starting on December 19, 1946 in
Srirampuir, and ending the day after
Nathuram Godse assassinated the
Mahatma at Birla House, New Delhi, has
been superbly edited, masterfully
introduced and flawlessly translated by
Tridip Sulwrud.

Moral protagonist
This is the testimony of the second bird, a
witness not only to the principal events of

India’s history in those years, but also to
Gandhi’s innermost struggles with his
mind and body, his politics and sexuality,
his truth and nonviolence. It is an
altogether singular work. I.n our long

Tumultuous times

Hectic discussions with political leaders,
social activists, wealthy businessmen,
international press and state officials
cover the transfer of populations, the

civilisational quest for self- led,
there is no moral protagonist like Ga.ndh.l
nor an intimate witness like Manu.

As creatures of fact rather than
metaphor, naturally they do not inhabita
single body. But because hoth are equally
subject to the limits of bodily existence,
they must be taken as equals. They are
not similar at all - one is a man, the other
a womarn; one is old (almost 80), the
other is young (almost 20); one is
world-famous, the other unknown
outside her family.

And vet, lile the inseparable birds of
the Upanishadic verse, for the last five
vears of Gandhi’s life from 1943 1o 1948,
they are joined together in a single
experiential space. Manu's diaries give us
access to what unfolds in this
metaphorical tree where the two birds
“nestle” (in Patrick Olivelle’s translation),
in a way that no one else, not even
Gandhi himself, could represent.

On almost any given day that Manu
documents, there is a striking
simultaneity of the historic and the
quotidian. On the one hand, an endless
procession of eminences coming and
going from wherever Gandhi happens to
be staying, all noted with a certain
familiarity that is at once startling and
understandable: Jawaharlal ji, Sardar
Dada, Rajendra Babu, Maulana ji, Khan
Sahib, Aruna Behn, Ghanshyamdas ji,
Jinnah Sahib, Rajkumari Beln, Kripalani
Jiy Mira Behn, Rajaji, Vijay Lakshmi
Behn... besides numerous relatives and
ashram associates of Gandhi (and hence
of Manu too),

1 of refugees, the integration
ul' princely states, widespread communal
violence and all manner of other headline
events in those tumultuous vears of
Independence and Partition. Gandhi is
terribly unhappy with everything
unfolding around him.

Yet true to his character, through all of
the tumult engulfing India, he continues
to be almost absurdly meticulous about
spinning cotton, writing articles for
Harijan, fasting in protest, adjudicating
the minutest of quarrels between
members of his inner circle, reading and
praying, carrying on a voluminous
correspondence, monitoring the food
intake of his entourage, and ohsessing
about his digestion and bowel

MOVETTENTS.

Punishing schedule

But in Bapu's close proximity, Manu has
her immediate preoccupations, which
revolve around his diet and sleep, his
health and sickness, washing and darning
his clothes, preparing his meals,
massaging his head and feet, giving him
sponge baths and mud packs, all the
while trying to maintain a diary as
regularly as possible, She herself is
frequently besieged by nosebleeds and
fevers, abdominal pains and headaches,
and bouts of vomiting and dysentery.

A punishing schedule of relentless
travel, gruelling stress, extreme heat and
cold, combined with Gandhi's exacting
demands that are as much spiritual as
physical, clearly take a toll on the young
woman, Yet she never expresses concern

for herself — her focus is always and only
Gandhi.

Gandhi introduces Manu to many
sceptical guests as his “nurse”. But then
he explains, for example to Lady
Mountbatten, visiting him at Bhangi
Niwas on July 5,1947: “lam not only a
grandfather to her but also her mother. 1
wish to cultivate the ideal that even a man
can become a mother.”

It's difficult to say what caused greater
discomfort even to the most loyal
Gandhians, and continues to provoke
contemporary readers: That he appaointed
Manu as his chosen witness, or that he
appointed himself her mother? To tease
out the psychological ramifications of
these utterly disjunct relationships, and
make sense of his insistence on both roles
simultaneously, requires a profound
hermeneutics of testimony and of care,
outside the scope of this brief review.

On June 21, 1947, Gandhi was on his
way back from Haridwar where he and
Nehru met hundreds of distressed
Parrition refugees. Manu records: “We left
for Dethi at 5:30. _.. Bapuji, Panditji, and |
were in the rear seat... He lay down in the
car around 6:15. His feet were in Panditji’s
lap and head in mine. What a wonderful
sight! ... This holy picture produced such
Jjoy within me!”

On January 31, 1948, in her last entry,
she writes: “We reached the cremation
ground at 5:00 pm. There was sucha
multitude of people that even standing
near the pyre was difficult. ... I wanted to
stay till the pyre bumnt. But Sardar
brought me home. How would I enter the
room bereft of Bapu's presence?”

With the protagonist gone, his beloved
witness too, vanishes from view.

Ananya Vajpeyi is a Fellow ar the Centre
for the Study of Developing Societies.



How can the Budget arrest growth decline?

How did the period from 2004 10 2011 have a consistent high growth rate accompanied by a reduction in absolute poverty? Does the nature of fiscal expendinre

also matter when it comes to private consumption? How would an increase in revenue expenditure, particularly in the sodal sectorn, help?

EXPLAINER "
Prosperity then, slowdown now
Dipainkiy We divide the past reform period into three parts — 1591-2004, 2004-2011, and 2011-2023, The
Rohit Azad period fram 2004 to 2011 stands out a5 the one with sustained high growth rate, This period alss
. o saw some revival in state Interventions in wetfare through rights-based lagslations s well as new
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redeased provisional esti = grawth in raal terms {in %)
of its Gross Domestic Product (GDPY, The Gop Private consumption
underlving growth rate is lower than what (] [
was expected and estimated by the
government earlier. What is surprising is
that, as noted in the Tast Econontic L 53
Survey, this slowdawn is despite the rising
capital expenditure in various budgets 53 5
under this regime, To understand the
current predicament of the go z .-
it may help to take alongue duree of the S g 00aa0n P22 AFW2001 20042011 0122023

Indian economy. In particular, we focus
an private consumpion since that is the
ultimate driver of the domestic market.

We divide the post reform period into
three parts — 19913004, 200:4-2011, and
2011-2023. The period from 2004 o 2011
stands out as the one with sustained high
growth rate accompanied by a reduction
in ahsolute poverty. This period also saw
some revival in state interventions in
welfare through rights-based legislations
as well as new national schemes.

In contrast, the miost recent period
starting from around 2012, but especially
since 2004, has seen a stowdown in
growth rates with the current concerns in
the Indian economy being related to
sluggish private consumption as well as
private investinent. This period also saw
some major shocks to the economy
including demonetisation, the
introduction of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST}, and the lockdowns during the
COVIDHS pardemic. Chart | shows the
rate of growth of GDP and private
consumption over these three periods;
and we get inverted Ushaped growth
curves in both.

‘What explains the high growth then
and the slowdown now?

Something unique happened during the
high growth phase of 2004-2011 While
income and wealth inequality were risi
Tor over a decade, this is the anly phase in
the post-reform period when the share of
consumption (our of the total privaze
consumption demand) of the richest 20%,
after having risen since 19940, fell
signilicantly. This means that the
consumption of the bottom S04 was
rising at & faster pace than the richest
20%. But how was this possible when the
growth of income was the opposite?

W believe that state policy played a
key role in this unique composition of
consummption demand. It is not just the
ameunt of fiscal expenditure that matters
but its nature as well. Those at the lower
end of the income spectrum have a higher
IOpEnsity to consume &8 compared to
the richest. 1f state spending s in favour
of the working class, the income and
employment multiplier effects of such
spending would be much larger.

To understand this point, let us
consider a hypothetical scenario where

Chart 2: Social sector and development expenditures
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Chart 3: Growth in consumption during 2004-2011
CAGR of real consumption expenditure between 2004 and 2011 (in %)
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commedities ad this process, what

th has a choice of spending
T100 on (A) capital expenditure in
commissioning a large scale damynuclear
project o (B providing it as Natonal
Rural Emplosment Guarantee Act
{NREGA) wages or pension to the elderly.
Let us, for simplicity, assume all wages
are consumed and all profits saved.

Undler choice A, only a part of the 100
is received as wages, which increases
workers' consumpiion demand by that
amount. This increase in demand, say on
Tood and clothes, generates income for
thase employed in procducing these

£ call as effect, goes
aom, In contrast, under choice B, the entire
00 is received as wages which leads toa
larger base vn which the Income and
employment multiplier werks,
Additionally, in choice A, thereisa
likelihood of a greater leakage of demand
to the rest of the world in the form of
higher imports such a capital expendi

multiplier might be even lower than what
‘we have described above.

I the state spends as income transfers
(whether in cash or kind) a certain
amount per worker at the lower end of
the income spectrum, this would add to
the demand for mass consumption goods.
Amere change in the composition of
FOVETTIMETTE ex[‘:gendimre In favour of such

may entail, Heavy machinery required for
4 dam or a nuclear reactor may have to be
imported whereas the import component
in choice B will likely be lower. So, the
domestic component of choice A's

transfers, ih + anhds an exogenons
component o demand, Moreover, the
state played an additional role during this
pericd by intreducing NREGA and fixing
it= wages higher than the prevaili
market wages, This d ad

Jobs as well as seta floor for rural wages,
This rise in rural wages pushed up wages
for casual unskilled workers. Investment
in agriculture and in rural areas in general
also increased during this period
contributing te rural incormes,

Chart 2 shows a sharp rise in the share
of social services expenditure as well as
development expenditures out of the total
expenditre of the Union govertiment,
which exactly everlaps with the boom of
2004-2001, Developmental expendifure
includes expenditure on economic as well
as social services and therefore also
inchudes the spending on agriculure and
rural development, whereas social sector
expenditure only indludes the direct
socital sector spending such as education,
health and welfare programmes.

Not surprisingly, this change in the
nature of fiscal spending had a significant
impact en consumption, across diferent
categories of commedities, for the botmom
80% of the populaton (see Chart 3, It is
this rise in consumption of the bottom
H0% tand this trend continues all the way
down to the lowest income group as well)
in comparison to the top 200 that
explains the fall in the latter’s share in
total comsumption,

What has the government done so far
to arrest the current slowdown?
While the gevernment has acknowledged
the showdown and the lack of private
investment (for example, in the last
Economic Survey), its response has been
to focus on capital expenditure of the
kind mentioned in choice A as discussed
above (see Chart 4). This was done even
as the share of fiscal expenditure (as a
percentage of GDP) was falling, This
exchusive focus on capex was done with
the expectation that this woubd crowd-in
private investment but unfortunately the
corporate sector has not responded either
to this or to the tax cuts from 30% ro 22%
In1 2019,

It is not surprising why private
Investment has not picked up. Under
conditions of slowdown or lack of
demand, investment responds maore to
the lewel af activity than Lo cost
considerations. If the existing factories
are ol running w capacity, why would
the firms invest more even U they are
fhash with funds {in the form of post-tax.
profitsy or have acoess to cheap eredit? It
won't he an exaggeration to argue,
therefore, that an increase in capex,
wespecially of a capital-using variety, is
neither a necessary nor a sufficient
condition for revival of the economy.

What should be done instead?
Anincrease in revenue expenditure,
particulardy in the social sector, would
vesult inavirtuous cyele of higher income
for the workers and therefore toa higher
income and employment mdtiplier,
which may kickstart private investment as
well, Capital expenditure oo must be
focused on labour-intensive projects that
have a higher multiplier. The experience
of 2004-2011 i particularly telling in this
regard. What is required, therefore, is a
two pronged strategy — (a) fiscal
expenditure as a share of GDP has o rise
(b amd within that the share of revenue
expenditure needs to rise. In other words,
a complete reversal in the trend shown in
Chart 4,

It remains to be seen on February 1
whether the priority of the government is
toe placate the markets by keeping such
expenses low or to improve the living
conditions of the working people of this
coumniry o reverse the stowdown,

[ipa Sinka is an independens researcher
fmd Jidii\t Azad teaches economics at

Tl Netru University

THE GIST

Soemithing unigue happered
during the high granth phase
of 2004-2011. While income
and wealth inequality were
rising for over a decade, this is
the onity phase in the
post-reform pericd whan the
share of consumption of the
richest 20%, fell significantly.

-

Thase at the kower end of the
income spectrism have a higher
Propensity o consume as
compared to the fchest, |
state spending tilts in favour of
the warking class, the income
and employment multiplier
effects of such spending would
be much larger.

-

Anincrease in revenue
eapenditure, particularly in the
social sector, would result in a
wirtuous cycle af higher income
the warkers and therefare
toa higher incame and
ernpioyment multiplier.



The old and the new: schemes o look out for on Budget day

Schemes such as Digital India, Startup India and Smart Cities Mission have recorded consistent declines in funding

| DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

ith Budget FY2025-26

scheduled to be pre-

sented on February 1,
here is a look at some of the re-
cently launched schemes, older
schemes with significantly re-
duced funding, schemes under the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI
umbrella, and those promoting
electric mobility in lndia,

Table 1 shows a select list of re-
cently launched schemes and their
allecations. It includes the scheme
for installing solar rooftops which
was launched in 2024 and allocat-
ed 16,250 crore in FY25(BE), Other
schemes are the Rashtriya Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan to re-imagine pan-
chayati raj institutions, the scheme
to upgrade Industrial Training In-
stitute (ITls) and the controversial
PM Vishwakarma scheme, which
aims to nurture the guru-shishya
parampara or family-hased prac-
tice of traditional skills. Schemes
with the gnal of promoting Alin In-
dia such as the INDIA Al mission
and Centres of Excellence for Al
are also a part of the list.

Table 2 shows a select list of ol-
der schemes, allocations for which
have significantly reduced over the
years. Major schemes include the
Regional Connectivity Scheme,
from unserved and underserved
airports, and the Smart Cities Mis-
sion to enhance the quality of life
in 100 cities. The promotion of the
digital payments scheme did not
get any allocation in the last Bud-
get, Other schemes include Digital
India and Startup [ndia.

Table 3 shows the complete list
of schemes which come under the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLD
umbrella. The largest of them is
the successful electronics and 1T
hardware scheme, with the most
recent allocation touching 36,200
crore, Table 4 shows the list of
schemes which promote electric
mobility, with the FAME scheme
being the biggest in terms of allo-
cations.

Budget’s highs and lows

Tabie 1: Select list of recently launched schemes and ailocations for the latest year in # crore

Scheme Explanation 2024-25
mas"'g"ahhamung"" For installing rooftop solar panels 6,250
Centres of Excellence (CoE) | To establish three centres of excellence for Al in 255
in Artificial i e(Al) | educational institutions for research and -
Indizdl Mission To catalyse the Al innavation ecosysten 55175
Mational Green Hydrogen | To make india the global hub for production, ussge and 800
Mission | export af green hydrogen
;:ffelr:'fjﬁfég]* St Te provide legal aid work in criminal matters 200
£ | To strengthen and nurture the guns-shishya parampara

PH ks | or family-based practice of traditional skills 4424
Rashtri Swara] To re-imaginine panchayati raj institutions 1063 67
‘Global Biofuels Alliance jTDeNpEdihelhE global uptake of bicfuels 001

roer) Tefill gaps in seismic coverage and build a robust
oo | seoscientic daabase "
Mational Quantum Mission | Tocreate an in quantum techniology 427
i;f:;r&“:ﬂ;::':ﬂhl an | T2 enhance the socic-economic conditions of 240
o J.GNJAa] Y30 | particularty vulnerable tribal groups
:ﬁﬂ:};@;ﬁmn Te ensure the salety and dignity of sanitation workers. 11694
Ecosyster (NAMASTE) and safe delivery of mechanised sanitation services :
Tl Upgradation Scheme | To upgradeTis 1,000

Table 2: Shows a select list of alder schemes, allocations for which have significantly reduced

The text and data for the tables were sourced from the Union Budget
documents, The figures for 2024-25 are budgst estimates, for 2023-34
are revised estimates and for 2022-23 are actuals
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Table 3: The complete list of schemes which come under the Production-
Lirked incentive {PLI} umbrella and aliccations for them in ¥ crore

-LarEe sl plectnksand i Harwane
Food processing industry |

ouer the years, Figures in 1 crore b 9ds (ACs and LED lights) -
- Toys |
Schome Explanation 2023-23 2023 25| ——— |
: < Toenhance regional air connactivity PrR— |
Feglonal connecth | from unserved and underserved 106381 | 80 502 |
airports National on Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) battery
| dimsmenha»temequal'vtyoﬂ-iie-in storage =0
Smiart cities mission il 865281 | EO00 A00
: {106 Secied Shiek Pt g  Spedialty steel in india APIRE,
mm" ofdigMal | 1o bl in growth of digital transactions | 198962 | 584 Multiple PLIs 2,143
P2y = Sh i 7 .l T 1 1 Promate telecom and networking products manufacturing in |
Digital Indla Zf"::";m;: s:%"m“'w y 551809 | 442801 | 42165 _India
e =2 o + t Drane and drone componenits 57
Startup India WT;; a:t"‘;’ﬂpg“;:“‘“ E"é‘;'s‘“‘{:; a4 | 4581 .01
Startup eosysten 2 i
e tinise T A 2 Table 4: Shows the list of schemes which promote electric mobility and
el SR th s RR sy allocations for them in 2 crone
: it A i 273321 | 295822 | 2,300
of mic in Scheme Explanatian 200425
Pragramine (PMEGP] | the nonfarm sector [ e
To enable bigher educationat FAME i EerTEmanEY | 26733
Unrat Bharat abhiyan | Mtitulionsto wark with thepeogle n |, 55 5 5 Elrne matillty pramonen|| | Tesceiormethe sdantonol. |
ying pmel 500
challenges scheme electric two-wheelars
| Help i ianal f aducation Scheme to promate 2 B
14435 10, 04 manufacturing of electric ZFKPE:WLE m:" “':::E:‘"fn:ira 13
- PR passenger cars in India (SMEC] ________' il
Farticularly Wwinerable | overall develop of the backward 137.18 20 : | Toboost India's electric i
Tiibal Groups (PYTGs) | population of STs ERABIs Sne RS mobilty nfrastructure [IFAE




Bridge the milk divide for a nutritionally secure India

supply side story of its milk revolution. The

White Revolution that was initiated by
Verghese Kurien propelled India to become the
world's largest milk producer, It is now time to
hring foeus to demand and ensure that milk
reaches the most vulnerable.

Milk, a vital source of protein, calcium, and
other micronutrients, is integral to plant-heavy
Indian diets. Research links milk consumption to
Iower odds of stunting, underweight, and
anthropometric failure in Indian children aged
between six months and five years. However,
milk consumption remains highly inequitable
across socio-economic groups and regions. As the
Union Budget 2025-26 approaches, addressing
these disparities is essential to improved health
outcomes for all.

F or a long time, India has told the incredible

Consumption disparities

The latest Household Consumer Expenditure
Surveys (HCES) by the National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) show that househelds in the
top-income decile consume three to four times
maore milk (equivalent) per capita compared to
households in the lowest-income decile. Despite
sharper increases in consumption among
lower-income groups, the poorest 30% consumed
just 18% of India’s milk.

The NSSO primarily captures at-home
consumption, which is only about 50% of the
total milk production. Out-of-home milk
consumption through restaurants, and hotels is
not adequately captured by HCES. If accounted
for, this would only likely enlarge the
consumption difference.

Consumption disparities also show regional,
social, and urban-rural divides. Urban
households consume -30% more milk per capita
than rural ones, despite most milk being
produced in rural India. Among social groups,
Scheduled Tribe households consume four litres
less milk per capita compared to general category

Abhishek Jain

is a fellow and
director at the Council
on Energy,
Environment and
Water (CEEW)
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associate and Next
Generation India
Fellow at the Council
on Energy
Environment and
Water (CEEW)

The challenge is
in ensuring
equitable milk
access for the
maost vulnerable
while
moderating
over-
consumption
among the
afluent

households. Regionally, States such as Rajasthan,
Punjab and Haryana consume between 333
grams to 421 grams per capita daily at home,
while eastern States such as Chhartisgarh, Odisha,
and West Bengal consume just between 75g to
171g.

Focus on vulnerable groups

While variations in dietary preferences and
lactose intolerance levels partly explain these
disparities, affordability is a key barrier. The
National Institute of Nutrition recommends
consuming 300 g per capita of milk daily for an
average sedentary adult, However, meeting this
level of consumption would require 70% of
Indian households to spend 10% to 30% of their
total monthly expenditure on milk.

Meanwhile, affluent urban households are
likely to consume more than double the
recommended levels, which includes high-fat,
high-sugar products such as ice cream and
packaged milk-based sweets, This raises concerns
about overnutrition, obesity, and
non-communicable diseases. Given these
inequities and challenges, prioritising milk access
for vulnerahle groups such as young children,
pregnant and lactating women, and the elderly in
low-income settings is critical. Here is how:

First, enhance milk provision for the
vulnerable through the Pradhan Mantri Poshan
Shakti Nirman (POSHAN), Integrated Child
Development Services meals, and take-home
rations. Collaborate with institutions such as the
National Institute of Nutrition to integrate milk or
millkk products that align with socio-cultural
preferences and tolerances. States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka
and Telangana already provide milk or milk
powder under these schemes, but quantities
remain insufficient. And some States such as
Chhattisgarh, have discontinued provisions due
to financial constraines. Boosting financial
allocations to these schemes could yield

substantial returns. Governments can explore
innovative financing options, such as social
bonds, tapping into corporate social
responsibility funding, and gradually increasing
cess on unhealthy foods.

In regions with strong market access and dairy
cooperative networks, milk coupons could
enhance access, lower distribution costs, and
boost local milk markets.

Second, emphasise the nutritional benefits of
milk and other locally appropriate food items in
awareness campaigns, targeting women through
Anganwadi centres, doctors, self-help groups,
and civil society organisations. Maharashira and
Bihar are already leading in organising grassroots
activities to drive nutrition awareness and
interventions, as seen in Poshan Maah 2024,
Research highlights that improved women's
nutrition awareness significantly enhances
household dietary diversity.

The U.K. model
Third, promote healthy consumption awareness
using partnerships with doctors, influencers, and
the media. Health messaging should encourage
moderation in milk consumption among
over-consuming affluent groups, advocating
diverse, balanced diets. This can mitigate the
burdens of over-nutrition from dairy products
and increase milk affordability for vulnerable
groups. For example, the ChangedLife Sugar
Swaps campaign in the United Kingdom
effectively reduced sugar and fat consumption,
and offers a model for similar initiatives in India.
Milk plays an important role in India’s
nutrition security. Ensuring equitable access for
the most vulnerable while moderating
overconsiumption among the affluent would
honour Verghese Kurien’s vision of a nutritionally
secure India, making the benefits of the milk
revolution accessible to all.

The views expressed are persenal



Retinal diseases: RNA therapeutics
show promise but is India ready?

There is currently no large cohort study in India, ie. involving at least 300 patients, to describe the mutation spectrum of IRDs; such extensive

studies for re

Sandeep Sarma Asodu

ision is crucial to navigate the
world, connect with athers,
and perform everyday tasks, It
helps us perceive colours,
shapes, and movement, which are
essential to learn, work, and keep safe.

According to the World Health
Organization, more than 2.2 billion
peaple worldwide experience some form
of vision impairment. The causes range
[rom cataracts and diabetic retinopathy o
glaucoma, age-related macular
degeneration, and inherited retinal
diseases (IRDs).

IRDs are genetic conditions that lead 1o
progressive vision loss, n resulting in
blindness. These diseases stem from
mutations in more than 300 genes.
responsible for the function of the retina,
the light-sensitive tissue at the back of the
eye,

While some individuals may lose their
sight shortly after birth, others
experience gradual deterioration over
time. In many cases, early intervention
could slow down or even prevent the
progression of blindness.

An estimated 5.5 million penple suffer
from IRDs around the world, with a
prevalence rate of one in 3,450, However,
the situation is more critical in India.
Studies have revealed significantly higher
prevalence, with one in 372 individuals in
rural South India, one in 930 in urban
South India, and one in 750 in rural
Central India affected by these conditions.

A treatment breakthrough

In 2017, the LS, Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) made a historic
maove by approving the first gene therapy
for blindness eaused by mutarions in the
RPEGS gene,

This approval sparked hope for
patients with other genetic causes of
blindness. Carrently, more than 50
clinical trials are exploring gene therapy
as an option to reat various inherited eve
disorders.

In India, however, awareness among
clinicians about the availability and
potential of RPEGS gene therapy remains
limited. While gene therapy has proven
revolutionary, it is not yet a universal
solution for all genetic eyve diseases. This
1s where RNA-based therupies are poised
1oy make a significant impact,

RNA-based precision therapeutics are
emerging as a game-changer for genetic

disorders, including [RDs. Unlike DNA or
genome-editing therapies, RNA-based
therapies offer a safer alternative as they
make temporary changes that don’t carry
over to future generations, reducing the
risk of unintended long-term effects.
Recent advancements have introduced
RMA-based therapies like antisense
oligonucleotides (ASOs), which have
already been used successfully to treat
diseases such as spinal muscular atrophy
and Duchenne muscolar dystrophy.
Medical researchers are now exploring
ASO therapy for retinal conditions like
Stargardt disease, Leber congenital
amaurosis, and retinitis pigmentosa.
Beyond ASOs, researchers are also
developing more advanced RNA-based
options to address IRDs, One promising
approach imolves RNA-editing with ADAR
enzymes, which can correct specific
genetic mutations at the RNA level. This
method has the potential to restore
protein production in retinal cells without
altering the underlying DNA, offering a
new way to treat retinal degenerative

chers to identify the most common genetic defec

Visual trouble: An estimated 5.5 million people suffer fram IRDS amund the waorld, with a prevalence rate of ane in 3,450 &

diseases caused by single-point
mutations.

Another innovative strategy is the use
of suppressor tRNAs to bypass stop-codon
m prematurely halt
protein s in retinal cells. By
enabling the production of full-length
proteins, this approach could help restore
proper retinal function in IRD patients,
where stop-codon mutations disrupt vital
protein production.

Another potential small molecule
RNA-based therapy is PTC124, also known
as ataluren, which is already being used
to treat patients with cystic fibrosis and
Duchenne muscular dystrophy, Recently,
clinical trials have begun to investigate its
use in treating a rare developmental eye
disease called aniridia.

Taken together, these options offer a
maore targeted, personalised treatment
approgch that could halt the progression
of IRDs and improve patient outcomes
with greater precision.

India and precision therapeutics
Precision medicine is an approach that
ailors treatments wan individual's
genetic makeup, lifestyle, and other
factors, offering a more targeted
alternative 1o the one-size-fits-all
approach of tradidonal options,

For rare diseases like [RDs,
understanding the genetic mutations
prevalent in a population is essential for
researchers to develop effective
RNA-based therapies. Although
researchers have linked more than 300
genes to TRDs, research in India has vet o

IRDs are genetic conditions that

often resulting in blindne
These diseases stem from
ions in more than 300
genes responsible for the
Tunction of the retina, the
light-sensitive tissue present
at the back of the eve

fully map the genetic mutations
respansible for these conditions in the
local population.

In fact, there is currently no large
cohort study in India (Le. involving at
least 500 patients) to describe the
mutation spectrum of [RDs, Such
extensive studies are viral for researchers
to identify the most comman genetic
defects that can subsequently be targeted
using precision medicine.

For example, the ABCAS gene iy
commonly mutated in [RD patients
worldwide and is a popular therapeutic
target. However, we lack a clear
understanding of whether it is just as
prevalent in Indian populations and/or
whether some other mutation is
expressed more often in certain ethnic
Eroups.

India’s large size and diverse
population add another layer o this
challenge.

Genetic mutations can vary
sigmificantly across different
communities, making it difficult to
identify common mutations. Accurately

an subsequently be targeted using precision medicine

IMAGES

mapping these mutations necessitates
extensive, resource-intensive research
across various subgroups,

Additionally, there are several barriers,
including a lack of awareness of the
genetic basis of IRDs among the people at
large and healthcare providers alike,
limited availability of genetic co 1l
services, insufficient research funding,
and restricted access to diagnostic
infrastructure in rural areas.

Thus, to fully unlock the potential of
RNA-based therapeutics, India must
prioritise genetic research with a
particular emphasis on understanding the
mutation profiles of people with IRDs, in
collaboration with local research
institurions and healtheare providers.

A notable example of such a
collaboration is a June 2024 study by
researchers from the CSIR-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology, New
Delhi, and the LV, Prasad Eye Institute,
Hyderabad. The teams’ findings led to the
development of a precision therapy for a
specific form of IRD.

Expanding partnerships between
global and local pharmaceutical
companies, as well as research institutes,
will also make these treatments more
accessible to Indian patients. Raising
awareness among clinicians and
researchers about advances in RNA
therapies will likewise be crucial to
ensure they are implemented effectively.
Sandeep Sharma Asodu is o postdoctoral
fellow at Hadassah Medical School, The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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Rooftop solar installation scheme
reaches 8.5% of 1-crore house target

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Nearly a year after the
Centre launched the
375,000-crore PM Surya
Ghar scheme, 8.5 lakh hou-
seholds have installed roof-
top solar connections, Un-
ion Minister for New and
Renewable Energy Pralhad
Joshi said at a public event
on Wednesday. First an-
nounced following the in-
auguration of the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
last January, the scheme
was officially launched on
February 15, 2024.

The scheme, on the
whole, targets one crore
household installations
across India. Mr. Joshi said
that this target is likely to
be met “within the next
two or three years”.

Last month, the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Energy remarked
about the “slow pace” of

Keeping it affordable: The PM Surya Ghar scheme was officially

launched on February 15, 2024. ISTOCKPHOTO

installations. Only five lakh
installations, of a total 20
lakh applications made on
the Surya Ghar portal, had
been completed as of Oc-
tober last year, the com-
mittee noted. The Secre-
tary of the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy
told the committee that
there were “rain-related
delays” but the Centre was
on track to ensure that 12
lakh households were co-
vered in the financial year

2024-25. With time, the
pace of installations would
accelerate, the official said.
He explained that from
3,000 in a day, the number
of daily installations had ri-
sen to 9,000.

Subsidy given

The scheme subsidises
60% of the solar unit cost
for systems up to 2 kW ca-
pacity and 40% of addi-
tional system costs for sys-
tems between 2 kW and 3

kW capacity. The subsidy
has been capped at 3 kW

capacity.
At current benchmark
prices, this means a

330,000 subsidy for a I-kW
system, T60,000 for 2-kW
systems, and 78,000 for
3-kW systems or higher.

Speaking at the India
Energy Transition Confe-
rence, organised by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), the
Union Minister said India is
set to add 50 GW of new re-
newable capacity annually
in the coming years. In the
past 10 years, India’s in-
stalled renewable capacity
has risen by 200%, from
75.52 GW in 2014 to 220
GW today. The tariff for
grid-connected solar pow-
er plants has decreased by
80%, from T10.95 per unit
in 2010-11 to just 32.15 per
unit, making India a leader
in affordable renewable
energy, he added.



Lack of a protective law exposes
domestic workers to abuse, says SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Anguished by the years of
abuse an impoverished tri-
bal woman from Chhattis-
garh suffered as a domestic
worker in the national cap-
ital and neighbouring ci-
ties, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Union government to work
on bringing a law to pro-
tect this burgeoning but
unorganised  workforce
from exploitation.

“The simple reason for
this harassment and ram-
pant abuse, which seems
to be prevalent throughout
the country, is the legal va-
cuum which exists vis-a-vis
the rights and protection
of domestic workers... As a
result, they frequently en-
dure low wages, unsafe en-
vironments, and extended
hours without effective re-
course,” the court ob-
served in a judgment.

A Bench of Justices Su-

==

A legal framework can help to
uphold the rights of domestic
workers, says court.

rya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan
ordered the Centre to form
an inter-ministerial com-
mittee to “consider the de-
sirability of recommending
a legal framework for the
benefit, protection and
regulation of the rights of
domestic workers”.

The committee must
comprise experts from the
Ministries of Labour, Wo-
men and Child Develop-

ment, Law and Justice and
Social Justice and Empo-
werment. The report of the
committee must be placed
before the Union govern-
ment in six months, after
which the Centre would
decide on the necessity of
a law for domestic work-
ers, who were mainly
women.

Justice Kant, who wrote
the judgment, said the lack
of a Central law was indeed
a vacuum.

State laws

The court drew attention
to States such as Tamil Na-
du, Maharashtra and Kera-
la which had not waited for
a Central law but took the
initiative to enact their
laws to safeguard domestic
workers. These three
States had constituted spe-
cialised bodies under their
respective laws to adminis-
ter various social security
benefits, maternity and
childcare, education assis-

tance, and medical ex-
pense reimbursement, etc.

The court noted that
multiple attempts were
made in the past to bring a
Central law to protect
domestic workers, from
the Domestic Workers
(Conditions of Employ-
ment) Bill of 1959 to the
Domestic Workers (Regula-
tion of Work and Social Se-
curity) Bill of 2017. None of
these proposed laws were
enacted.

Justice Kant said the de-
mand for domestic work-
ers was mounting in India
in consonance with rapid
urbanisation.  However,
this indispensable work-
force remained the most
vulnerable to abuse. Not-
ing that, “Domestic work-
ers often belong to margi-
nalised communities, such
as Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, and Eco-
nomically Weaker
Sections.”



Maharashtra reports
two Guillain-Barre
deaths, 16 fresh cases

The total number of cases mounts to 127, with 20 on ventilator; Health

Department of the Sangli Municipal Corporation put on a high alert

Snehal Mutha
MUMBALI

wo deaths from
I Guillain-Barré Syn-
drome (GBS) and

16 fresh suspected cases
were reported in Pune and
other districts, the Public
Health Department said on
Wednesday.

The total number of cas-
es mounted to 127 from the
111 till January 28.

A total of 23 patients are
from the Pune Municipal
Corporation area, 73 from
newly integrated villages
within its limits, 13 from
the  Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation li-
mits, nine from Pune’s ru-
ral areas and nine from
other districts in Maha-
rashtra.

Nearly 20 patients are
on ventilator, show data of
the Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme
by the Public Health
Department

At least six suspected
cases came to light in San-
gli district on Wednesday
and they have been admit-
ted to various private hos-
pitals in Sangli.

Emergency preparedness: Beds kept ready to accommodate GBS
patients at Kamla Nehru Hospital in Pune. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“Six patients have sus-
pected GBS, but nothing to
worry about as all these pa-
tients are from different
areas. If all the cases are
from one place, then only
we can say it is an out-
break. However, we are
checking the background
and whether they tra-
velled,” District Civil Surge-
on, Sangli, Vikramsinh Ka-
dam told The Hindu.

The six patients were
hospitalised in the last six
days, the doctor said.

Three patients have
been found in the Chinta-
mani Nagar, Mardawadi,
and Gudmudshingi areas
of Sangli, two are from ru-
ral Sangli, and one is from

the Kolhapur border area.

The Sangli Municipal
Corporation’s Health De-
partment has been put on
high alert.

The Health Department
has sent 121 stool samples
to the National Institute of
Virology Pune, all tested
for enteric virus panel.
Twenty-one samples are
positive for Norovirus, and
are positive for Campylo-
bacter.

Among 25 cerebrospinal
fluid samples, one tested
positive for Epstein-Barr
virus.

All 200 blood samples
have tested negative for Zi-
ka, Dengue, and
Chikungunya.



Act against negligent officials, SC tells Railways

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court direct-
ed the Railways Ministry
on Wednesday to act
against negligent Railway
officials, in the case of ex-
tensive irregularities in the
management of catering
stalls in its Mumbai divi-
sion. Corrective measures
must be taken on the Cen-
tral Vigilance Commission
(CVC) report within three
months, and a report is to

be sent to the SC registry, it
said.

In an order dated Janu-
ary 21, the SC observed
that a complaint alleging
fraud to the tune of almost
795 lakh was received be-
fore the Special Judge of
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI), after
which reports were sought
from the CBI and CVC. A
bench of Justices LK. Ma-
heshwari and Aravind Ku-
mar observed that there
were administrative lapses

on the part of Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC), and
serious negligence on the
part of divisional officials.
The complaint said
these rail officials have
been  undervaluing  the
sales of vends such as Cof-
fee Day and Tibbs Frankie,
allowing them to operate
without valid licenses for
multiple years, in violation
of the Railway Catering
Policy.
The

seven  officials

against whom an inquiry
was conducted include
Atul Rane, former CPRO,
Central Railway, and those
working in the catering di-
vision: S.3. Patange, Manik
Ram, Sudhakar, Ghodke,
M.D. Srivastava, and Su-
resh Saxena.

A CVC inquiry held the
[RCTC administration res-
ponsible for the huge out-
standing dues, and said
that divisional officials
must be held responsible
for negligence on their

part. The bench also ob-
served that the CVC report
must be implemented by
the Railways.

“Report of CVC shall be
looked into by the Railway
administration and placed
before competent authori-
ties for taking action within
a month and the corrective
actions be taken within
three months, and a repart
to that effect be sent to the
Registry of this court for
placing on record,” the SC
said.



High-level meet discusses Labour
Code rules, issues of gig workers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Setting the stage for the
possible implementation
of the four Labour Codes
from April 1, a meeting of
officials and Ministers of
the Union and State La-
bour Ministries reviewed
the progress in drafting of
rules under the codes by
the States.

The meeting noted that
over 18 States and Union
Territories have imple-
mented a majority of the
reforms and more than 32
of them have pre-pu-
blished the draft rules.

The remaining have
made satisfactory progress
and all 36 are expected to
complete pre-publication
of harmonised draft rules
in line with the Labour

=k

A balance between workers’ welfare and industrial growth is needed,

says Labour Minster Mansukh Mandaviya at meeting. FILE PHOTO

Codes by March 31.

The two-day meeting,
chaired by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya, discussed labour re-
forms and issues of gig and
platform workers. Dr. Man-
daviya said a fine balance
between workers’ welfare

and industrial growth must
remain at the core of all
policy decisions.

He urged all States and
Union Territories to parti-
cipate in knowledge shar-
ing on reforms undertaken
by them.

“There is equal focus on

interventions for matching
demand and supply in the
labour market, promoting
employment generation
and employability through
National Career Service
(NCS) Portal and Model Ca-
reer Centres (MCC), etc.,” a
government release said.

The  Minister also
launched the State and Un-
ion Territory microsites
under the e-Shram initia-
tive and the Occupational
Shortage Index (OSI) dur-
ing the meeting.

The OSI will match la-
bour market demand and
supply, enhancing employ-
ment outcomes across the
country. It also provides
data-driven insights into
occupations facing shor-
tages, helping align job
seekers’ skills with indus-
try demands.



Panel approves
3,027 crore
for projects

to mitigate
disasters

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A high-level committee,
under the chairmanship of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, has approved
33,027.86 crore for projects
to mitigate disasters such
as lightning and drought.

The committee consi-
dered proposals of pro-
jects on lightning safety
and lightning risk mitiga-
tion in 50 heavy lightning-
prone districts of 10 States
and catalytic assistance to
49 districts of 12 most
drought-prone States for
funding from the National
Disaster Mitigation Fund.

The committee ap-
proved projects for catalyt-
ic assistance to 12 most
drought-prone States, at a
total outlay of 3¥2,022.16
crore, out of which the
Central share will be
1,200 crore. The mitiga-
tion project on lightning
safety in 10 States was ap-
proved at a total outlay of
%186.78 crore.

The scheme for forest
fire risk management was
also approved for imple-
mentation in 144 high-
priority districts in 19
States with a total outlay of
¥818.92 crore, out of which
the Central share from the
NDMF and the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) will be ¥690.63
crore, the Ministry said.
The primary objective of
the scheme will be to im-
plement a mitigation pro-
ject for transforming the
forest fire management ap-
proach in the country so as
to strengthen prevention
and mitigation activities.



Beating Retreat offers a lilting coda to Republic Day festivities

J&K Rifles, Delhi Police
best marching contingents

Samridhi Tewari
NEW DELHI

With the sun setting over
the Raisina Hills, the iconic
Vijay Chowk reverberated
with the melodies played
by the military and para-
military bands during the
Beating Retreat ceremony
in the heart of the national
capital on  Wednesday,
marking the culmination of
Republic Day celebrations.
Beating Retreat is a cen-
turies-old military  tradi-
tion wherein troops disen-
gage from battle at sunset
and return to the camps.
The bands of the Army,
the Navy, the Indian Air
Force (LAF), and the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) played 30 foot-tap-
ping tunes during the cere-
mony, which was attended
by President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, De-
fence  Minister Rajnath
Singh, Union Ministers, se-

Celebratory mode: The Prasident’s Bodyguards offer a salute to President Droupadi Murmu at the end

of the Beating Retreat ceremony at Vijay Chowk in New Dethi on Wednesday. p1i

nior officials, and the
public.

This year, the focus was
on 75 years of the enact-
ment of the Constitution

and people’s participation

as the Republic Day cele-
brations were a unique
blend of India’s rich cultu-
ral diversity, unity, equali-
ty, development, and mili-
Lary prowess,

The Beating Retreat ce-
remony began with the
President, who is also the
Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, arriving
in a colonialera horse-

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The marching contingent
from the Army’s J&I Rifles
regiment was adjudged
the best among the three
Services while Delhi Police
was adjudged the best
marching contingent from
among the Central Armed
Police Forces and other
auwiliary forces at the
Republic Day parade.
Among the tableaux,
Uttar Pradesh, which
showcased the Maha
Kumbh, with the theme

drawn buggy. The tri-ser-
vice chiefs welcomed Ms.
Murmu, Mr. Dhankhar, Mr.
Maodi, and Mr. Singh.

The ceremony began
with the massed band's Ka-

“Swarnim Bharat: Virasat
aur Vikas”, bagzed the
first spot.

Tripura’s tableau,
themed “Eternal
Reverence: the Worship of
14 Deities in Tripura -
Kharchi Puja”, came
second, while Andhra
Pradesh’s “Etikoppaka
Bommaiu - Eco-friendly
Wooden Toys" stood third.
The tableau from the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
“Janjatiya Gauray Varsh",
was declared the best
among Central Ministries
and departments.

dam Kadam Badhaye Ja
tune. The event came to a
close with the ever-popu-
lar tune of Sare Jahan se
Achha  played by the
Buglers.



How many cases lodged under
triple talag law, SC asks Centre

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday ordered the
Centre to collect the total
number of criminal cases
registered against Muslim
men under a law which pe-
nalises the declaration of
triple or instant talaq.

The utterance of triple
talaq was declared “null
and void” by a Constitution
Bench in a majority judg-
ment in August 2017. The
Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Marriage)
Act, 2019 came into force
with retrospective effect
from September 19, 2018.
The law held triple talaq to
be a non-bailable offence
punishable with three
years imprisonment.

The court questioned
the point of a penal law
when the practice of di-
vorce by triple talaq had it-
self been declared void.
“The relationship as a hus-
band and wife continues...
What you have criminal-
ised then is the process?”

Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna

asked  Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, appealing
for the Centre.

The Bench, including
Justice Sanjay Kumar, di-
rected the Centre to pro-
duce on record the num-
ber of first information
reports (FIRs) registered
and chargesheets filed
against Muslim men under
the 2019 Act. The court
said it specifically wanted
data on the number of FIRs
lodged in rural areas of the
country.

Advocate Nizam Pasha,
appearing for the petition-
ers, said the law endea-
voured to penalise even a
threat of divorce.

Mr. Mehta said “crimi-

Q This is the
minimum
required to be done to

protect women. The
effect of triple talaq
was instantaneous,
irrevocable

TUSHAR MEHTA
Solicitor-General

nal intimidation” was basi-
cally a threat. “Yet it is an
offence under Section 506
of the Indian Penal Code...
It is not the threat, but the
consequences of the threat
that really matters,” he
argued.

Mr. Pasha responded
that Section 506 of the IPC
did not, however, criminal-
ise an ineffectual threat
made by a husband to his
wife to divorce her.

The Solicitor-General
said the law was brought to
counter the abandonment
of Muslim women by their
husbands. “This is the mi-
nimum required to be
done to protect women.
The effect of triple talaq
was instantaneous, irre-

vocable... You say talaq to
your wife, and the very
next moment, she is not
your wife,” he said.

But, Mr. Pasha interject-
ed to point out that the
practice of triple talaq
ceased to have any legal ef-
fect since the Supreme
Court declared it “manif-
estly arbitrary” in the
Shayara Bano case in 2017.

Justice Khanna, after the
hearing, orally remarked
that not a single advocate
present in the courtroom
would say triple talag wasa
good thing. But he indicat-
ed that criminalising a
practice after it was de-
clared void would raise
doubts. The court fixed the
next hearing in the week
commencing on March 17.

The petitioners, includ-
ing Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind,
said the Act was both “dis-
proportionate and exces-
sive”. Another petition by
Samastha Kerala Jem-iy-
yathul Ulama claimed the
sole objective of the new
law was “to punish Muslim
husbands”.



Symphony cannot be explained, it should
be experienced, says maestro Illaiyaraaja

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

Music director laiyaraaja,
the first Indian to write a
symphony, has said a sym-
phony should not be ex-
plained, but experienced.
“Music is an experience,”
he said in a conversation
with The Hindu in Chennai
on Wednesday.

Asked whether some
knowledge was required to
enjoy a symphony, the
maestro wondered: “What
is the knowledge you used
while enjoying film music?
You are able to differen-
tiate between a good song
and not a good song. How
do you differentiate it?
Knowledge or feeling?
Feeling is impaortant..”

I

A symphony Is not composed for everyone; it’s something different
and you can’t expect equality in it, says llaiyaraaja. B. THAMODHARAN

Quoting the Tamil say-
ing, Chitiramum Kai Paz-
hakkam, Senthamizhum
Naa Pazhakkam (Practice
makes perfection), he said
one required the rasanai
(taste).

“It depends on the level
of rasanai (taste). Some
can enjoy cinema songs
and differentiate a good
song from a bad one be-
cause he should have been
listening to it for a long

time. A symphony is not
composed for everyone. It
is something different and
you cannot expect equality
in it,” he explained.
Maiyaraaja, who had in-
troduced the forms of sym-
phony in the background
scores of film songs, said
one would need 10 births
to listen and enjoy the sym-
phonies of the greatest
composers in the world.
“lam an Indian. A south
Indian born in a pattikadu
(hamlet). I cannot incorpo-
rate into a symphony the
music 1 listened to as a
youth. There is no place
for my identity as a film
musician. [ cannot allow
room for the complaint
that I have used the back-
ground score of a film

song. The element, Indian,
also should not be part ofa
symphony. If these ele-
ments are found, some
might say that an Indian
has composed something.
My objective is to write an
actual symphony. While
writing 1 should also be
careful that the sounds and
elements found in the
composition of the greatest
COMposers are in my writ-
ing. Then people may say 1
have copied Beethoven or
Mozart and ignare my sym-
phony. 1 am saying this just
to explain the difhculties 1
faced,” said Mr. llaivaraaja,
who has penned it in 35
days.

(Full interview will be pu-
blished in these columns on
Friday.)



Kerala to hold meeting on draft UGC norms next month

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government
will organise a convention
against the draft University
Grants Commission (UGC)
regulations of 2025 in the
State capital on February
20, Minister for Higher

Education R. Bindu has
said. Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan will inaugurate
the convention, which will
be attended by Ministers of
other States.

The State-level conven-
tion, which will also be at-
tended by all sections in
the higher education sec-

tor like students, teachers,
non-teaching staff, and un-
iversity  representatives,
will be held at Tagore
Theatre here, the Minister
said at a press conference
here on Wednesday.

The Kerala Assembly
had also adopted a resolu-
tion calling for immediate

withdrawal of the draft
regulations.

Ms. Bindu alleged that
the draft guidelines went
against the federal struc-
ture of the country and
weakened the academic
quality of universities.

She also flayed the pro-
vision for appointment of

non-academics as  Vice-
Chancellors.

The Minister said the
State Higher Education
Council had constituted a
three-member committee
chaired by the former State
Planning Board vice-chair-
person Prabhat Patnaik to
study the draft regulations.



Probe panel finds
proof of illegal coal
mining in Meghalaya

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A committee appointed by
the High Court of Megha-
laya has found evidence of
illegal mining and tran-
sportation of coal in the
State’s South Garo Hills
district.

The panel, headed by
retired judge B.P. Katakey,
was appointed in April
2022 to recommend mea-
sures to the Meghalaya go-
vernment in compliance
with the directions of the
Supreme Court and the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT), which banned ha-
zardous rat-hole coal min-
ing in April 2014.

“Coal is coming from so-
mewhere, and mining is
taking place. This conclu-
sion is based on available
information, which will be
included in my report to
the High Court of Megha-
laya,” Justice Katakey said
after a meeting on Tuesday

to address the implemen-
tation of measures to curb
illegal mining in the State.
Earlier, all District Ma-
gistrates were instructed to
report the quantity of coal
seized between November
2024 and January this year.
Most district heads de-
nied any mining activities
within their jurisdictions,
but the District Magistrate
of South Garo Hills report-
ed the seizure of more than
2,500 metric tonnes of ille-
gal coal during the period.

Several complaints

The committee received
seven complaints, one ac-
companied by a video clip,
about illegal mining, which
is currently under investi-
gation. Justice Katakey said
notices have been issued
concerning some of these
complaints, and that the
department concerned has
been directed to record
statements from the par-
ties involved.



SC orders complete stop
to practice of manual
scavenging in six metros

Court directs State officials in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad to file

affidavits by Feb. 13 on when and how manual scavenging and sewer cleaning ceased in their cities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday or-
dered a complete

stop to the practice of ma-
nual scavenging and hazar-
dous manual cleaning of
sewers and septic tanks in
top metros across the
country.

“We hereby order ma-
nual sewer cleaning and
manual scavenging shall be
stopped in all top metro-
politan cities of Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolka-
ta, Bengaluru, and Hydera-
bad,” a Special Bench of
Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia
and Aravind Kumar direct-
ed in a petition filed by Dr.
Balram Singh.

Centre’s submission
The Centre, represented
by Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
submitted a report that out
of 775 districts in the coun-
try, 465 have not reported
any manual scavenging.
Amicus curiae, senior

The Centre, represented by Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya
Bhati, submitted a report that out of 775 districts in the country, 465
have not reported any manual scavenging. FILE PHOTO

advocate K. Parameshar,
however, said the data pre-
sented by the States to the
Union government may
not be accurate as some of
these districts had not con-
stituted committees to
monitor and check the
practice under the law.

A December 2024 hear-
ing had witnessed the

Bench observe that claims
of fraternity, equality, and
dignity among citizens re-
main a mere illusion if a
sizeable section of society
was forced to enter sewers
for a living and die trapped
in them even a decade af-
ter the introduction of the
Prohibition of Employ-
ment as Manual Scaven-

gers and their Rehabilita-
tion Act, 2013.

The apex court had re-
ferred to its October 20,
2023 judgment in which it
issued directions to the Un-
ion and States to take mea-
sures to eradicate manual
scavenging and hazardous
cleaning in the country.
The court had noted that
these “inhuman” occupa-
tions continue, often with
fatal results.

‘We will not leave it’
“This is something very
close to our hearts and
minds. We will not leave it.
We tell you, we will go to
any extent to get our judg-
ment of October 2023 com-
plied with, come what
may,” the Bench had ob-
served then.

On Wednesday, the
court directed the State of-
ficials in the six metros
concerned to file affidavits
by February 13 on exactly
when and how manual sca-
venging and sewer clean-
ing had ceased in their res-
pective cities.



ISRO’s 100th launch lifts
NavIC satellite into orbit

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Wednesday morning
launched its historic 100th
mission — GSLV-F15 lifting
off with a navigation satel-
lite from the Satish Dha-
wan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The launch vehicle with
an indigenous cryogenic
stage lifted off from the
spaceport’s second launch
pad at 6.23 a.m. The rocket
successfully placed the
NVS-02 satellite in the in-
tended orbit.

“I am extremely happy
to announce from the spa-
ceport of [SRO that the first
launch of this year has
been successfully accom-
plished with the GSLV-F15
precisely  placing the
NVS-02 satellite into the in-
tended orbit. This mission
is our 100th launch from
here. This is a significant
milestone for our space
programme,” said ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan.

Dr. Narayanan, who as-
sumed charge of the space
agency earlier this month,
added that over these 100
launches, TSRO has lifted
548 satellites to orbit.

“We have lifted a total of
120 tonnes of payload in-
cluding 23 tonnes for 433
foreign  satellites,” he
added.

The NVS-02 is the se-
cond satellite in the NVS
series and part of India’s
Navigation with Indian
Constellation (NavIC).

The ISRO said NavIC is
India’s independent re-
gional navigation satellite
system designed to pro-
vide accurate Position, Ve-
locity, and Timing (PVT)
service to users in India
and the region extending
about 1,500 kilometres
beyond the Indian land-
mass, which is its primary
service area.

New horizons: The GSLV-F15 lifting off from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota on Wednesday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

NaviC provides two
types of services: Standard
Positioning Service (SPS)
and Restricted Service
(RS). The former provides
a position accuracy of bet-
ter than 20 metres and a
timing accuracy of better
than 40 nanoseconds over
the primary service area.

Constellation planned
Five  second-generation
NavIC satellites are envis-
aged to augment the NavIC
base layer constellation
with enhanced features to
ensure continuity of servic-
es. NV5-01, the first of the
second-generation  satel-
lites, was launched aboard
GSLV-F12 on May 29, 2023.
For the first time, an indi-
genous atomic clock was
flown on NVS-0L

“The NavIC system is
evolving as the backbone
of indigenous satellite navi-
gation ecosystem of the In-
dian region. The first batch

of Indian Regional Naviga-
tion  Satellite  System
(IRNSS) satellites launched
in the previous decades
has been successful in esta-
blishing the Personal Navi-
gation Device (PND) servic-
es in the country. The NVS
series is the second genera-
tion of these satellites that
are progressively being de-
ployed by the GSLV to aug-
ment NavIC constellation
and further strengthening
the PND ecosystem in the
nation,” Dr. Narayanan
said.

On the second indige-
nous atomic clock, Dr. Na-
rayanan said that this is a
shining example of “Make
inIndia” in critical technol-
ogy development. “Today
many applications based
on NavIC for strategic uses,
tracking of shipping ves-
sels, time synchronisation,
train tracking and safety al-
ert dissemination are ac-
complished,” he added.



