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Yulia Svyrydenko steps up as Ukraine’s PM, vows economic, military reforms

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sruthi Darbhamulla

A new Prime Minister is in
change n wartime Ukraine
after five years. On July 17,
Ukraine's Parliament, the
Verkhovna Radi, approved
the nomination of Yuba
Svyrydenko as the coun-
try’s 19th Prime Minister,
Ukraine President Volody:
myr Zelenskyy Tad nomi-
nated her on July 14, as
part of a long-expected
wartime Cabinet shufile,

Ms. Svyrydenko replac
es Denys Shmyhal, who
has held the Prime Minis-
ter’s post since 2020, The
39year-old economist and
technocrat is expected to
Infuse fresh vigour into Uk-
raine's economy, and
spearhead the develop-
ment of its military.

Betore her appoinunent
o the past of Prime Minis-
ter, she was the first Depu-
ty Prime Minister, and han-
dled Economic
Development and Trade
Ministry from November 4,
2021

Career trajectory

Yulla Anatolivna Svyry-
denko was bom in Cherni-
hiv, Ukraine (erstwhile the
Ukrainkan SSR, Soviet Un
fom) on December 25, 1985.
She raduated with 2 mas-
ter's degree in Antitrust
Field Management from
Kyiv National University of
Trade and Economics in
2008,

For a brief perlod, she
worked as an economist in
the private sector, includ-
ing as part of the Ukrai-

sector. Her first stint was as
a representative for Cher:
nihiy in Wud, China.

Ats. Svyrydenko took up
public administration roles
in 2015. She served as an
adviser 10 the Governor of
Chernihiv, then as the
head of the Department of
Economic Development in
the Chernihiv Oblast, fol-
lowed by a brief stint as the
head of the Regional State
Administration  of  the
Oblast from July 30 10 No-
vember 28, 2018,

President  Zelenskyy
tapped her to be u part of
his administration in 2020.
In May 2020, she was ap-
pointed to represent Uk
talne in the Trilateral Con
tact Group's social and
economic subgroup, The
Trilateral Contact Group is

ol

joint ven-
ture ISC AMP, In 2011, she
wansitioned o the public

tives from Russia, Ukraine
and the Drganization for

In tavour: Yulla Svyrydenka was confirmad by Pariament on July

17, with 262 o &

Security and Co-operation
in Europe.

Later that year, in De-
cember, she was named
Deputy Head of the Office
of the President, replacing
Yuliya Kovaliv, A Titde less
than a year ater, Ms. Svyry-
denko was appointed as
the first Deputy Prime Mi
nister and Minister of Eco-

embers voting in her faveur

nomic Development and
Trade on 4,

velopment during a time of
crisis. At this time, she
helped negutiace a critleal
deal with LS President Do-
nald Trump over Ukraine's
mineral resources, at a
time when relations bet-
ween Mr, Trump and Mr,
zelenskyy had soured. The
deal, called the United
States-Ukraine  Reinvest-
ment Fund, was signed on
April 30, and gives the US.
preferential access to min

erals and other natural re-
sources in Ukraine. It also
envisages the creation of a
reconstruction fund, into

2021, receiving the support
af 256 lawmakers for her
cofirmation.

Her appaintment came
a mere four manths hefore
Russia nvaded Ukraine.
She was tasked with reviv-
ing the wartime economy
and ensuring dowestic de-

which Uk pay in
10 50% of all future profits
from natural

estimated o be worth €11
billson.

The road abead
Following Mr. Zelenskyy's
announcement earlier this
week, Ms. Svyrydenko’s
nomination was confirmed
by the Verkhovna Rada on
July 17, with 262 of 450
members voting in her fa-
vour,

The new Prime Minister
Inherits a $19 billion Bud
#et gap, and has stressed
that she will focus on
strengthening the econo
my. Some measures pro-
posed by her include the
audit of public finances,

der ber keadership is bol
stering Ukraine’s military,
as the country remalns un-
der onslawght by Russian
forces. President Zelen
skyy has established the
target of domestically pro-
ducing 50% of the military
equipment required by Uk-
ralne within six months, an
aim reiterated by her. She
has also said that she will
focus on strengthening the
armed forces and bullding
stronger ties with allies, in
cluding the US.

On a post on X, she
wrote, “Our Government
sets its course toward a Uk-
raine that stands firm on its
own d: - mili-

Recently, Ms, Svyryden
ko abso ledd the 4th Ukraine
Recovery Conference,
which wok place in Rome
on July 10 and 1, where
she conduded agreements
for development projects

ac
of privatsation, fiscal re
forms, reduction of bu-
reaucracy and nom-essen
tial  expenditure, and
greater support for busi-
ness entrepreneurs.
Another key focus un-

tary, econotmic, and so
cial.... My key goal is real,
positive results that every
Ukrainian will feel in daily
life. War leaves no room
for delay,. We must act
swiftly and decisively”



What is the legal status of right to vote?

What is the difference between a constitutional right and a statuory right? What does Section 62 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951
provide? What did Justice Ajay Rastogi state in his partial dissent in the Anoop Baranwal case?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

‘The story so far:
he Supreme Court is hearing
cases filed against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR} of
electoral rolls in Bihar. One of
the questions that has arisen during this
debate has been the legal status of the
‘right 10 vote,

What are various rights?
Before understanding the status of ‘right
to vote' in India, let us briefly understand
the different types of rights.

Natural rights are inherent and
inalienable rights that are bestowed by
nature on individuals, Right 1o life and

liberty are considered to be natural rights,

Indian courts may decide that a natural
right is embodied in a fundamental right,
but they do not directly enforce any
natural right. Fundamental rights
enumerated and guaranteed in Part 1M of
the Constitution secure equality and
liberty which are enshrined in our
Preamble. The state is prohibited from
making kaws that violate these rights.
They are directly enforceable in the
Supreme Court under Article 32 of the
Constitution.

Constitutional rights are contained in
the Constitution but outside of Part TIL.
These rights include right to property,
free trade, and no taxation without the
authority of law. These rights are
operationalised through Union and State
legislations aligning with the
constitutional mandate. They are
enforceable in a High Court under Article
226 or as per the legal process in the laws
that operationalise them.

Statutory or legal rights are provided
and amended by ordinary kaws of
Parliament or State legislature. Examples
Include right to work under the MGNREG
Act; rights of scheduled ribes under the
Forest Rights Act; right to subsidised food
grains under the National Food Security

Verifying tegatity: Booth level oficers fill and collect the counting forms from electars in the Patepur

block of vaishall, Bihar on July 10.am

Act etc. These are enforceable as per the
legal process in the Laws that provide
these rights.

What does the C

regard are the Representation of the
Peaple Act, 1950 (RP Act, 1950) and the
Representation of the Peaple Act, 1951 (R
Act, 1951, Section 16 of the RP Act, 1950

t a non-citizen from being

say about
universal adult franchise?
Article 326 of the Constitution grants
every citizen the right to vote, without
any discrimination. It provides that every
citizen, who is not less than 18 years of
age on such date as may be fixed by Taw
and is not otherwise disqualified under
the Constitution or any law on certain
grounds, shall be entitled to be registered
asa voter,

The laws enacted by Parliament in this

enrolled in the electoral roll. Section 19 of
the same kaw requires that the person is
not less than 18 years of age on the
qualifying date and is ‘ordinarily resident”
in a constituency.

Section 652 of the RP Act, 1951 provides
the right to vote to every person whose
name is entered in the electoral roll of
constituency. It further specifies that this
right shall not be exercisable by a person

| who is disqualified under the RP Act, 1950

or is in prison.

What have courts ruled?

‘The legal status of the right to vote has
been a subject matter of debate in various
cases in our country, [n the
N.P.Ponnuswami case (1952), a
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
held that the right w vote is a statutory
right and subject to limitations imposed
by it. In the Jyoti Basu case (1982), the
court reiterated that the right to vote is
nelther a fundamental right nor a
common law right burt a simple statutory
right. Subsequently in many cases, the
same ratio was followed and upheld by
the court. In the PUCL case (2003), Justice
PV. Reddy observed that the right to vote,
ifnot a fundamental right, is certainly a
‘constitutional right.

However, a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court in the Kuldip Nayar case
(2006), again held that right to vote is
only a statutory right.

In the Raj Bala case (2015), a division
bench of the Supreme Court, based on
the ratio in the PUCL case, held that the
right to vote is a constitutional right.
However, in the Anoop Baramwal case
(2023), the majority opinion, reiterated
the judgment in the Kuldip Nayar case,
that the right to vote is only a statutory
right. Hence, the current legal status of
the right to vote is that it is a statutory
right.

Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his partial
dissent in Anoop Baranwal, noted that the
right to vote is an expression of the choice
of the citizen, which is a fundamental
right under Article 190)(a). Right to vote is
intrinsic to free and fair elections that is
part of the basic structure of the
Constitution. Even if not considered a
fundamental right, this right originates
from Article 326 of the Constitution and is
shaped by statutes made by Parfiament.
Considering these factors, the Supreme
Court may consider elevating the status of
right to vote into a constitutional right,

Rangarajan, R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simphified”. Views expressed are personal,
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Natural rights are inherent and
Inalienatie rights that are.
bestowed by nature on
individusts. Right to lde and
liberty are considered to be
natural rights,

-

Anrticle 326 of the Constitution
grants every cit@en the right to
wote, without any
discrimination
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Justice Ajsy Rastogi, in his
partiol dissent in Anoop
Bovanwol, noted that the right
10 vole is an expression of the
chaice of the citizen, which = 5
fundamental right under Artick:
19(14a).



Boys continue to outnumber girls in private schools

In the northern and western States, the share of girls enrolled in any school is lower than India’s average of 48.1%

I DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ver the past decade, the

share of private schools

and the proportion of
boys and girls enrolled in them
have both increased across India,
likely reinforcing each other. Ho-
wever, the share of gitls attending
private schools remains considera-
bly lower than that of boys. In oth-
er words, while parents increas-
ingly prefer private schooling, a
considerable share of them still
shows a slight preference for en-
rolling their sons over their
daughters. Also, a relatively low
number of girls are enrolled com-
pared to boys in schools across
northern and western India.

Chart 1 shows the share of go-
vernment,  government-aided,
private, and other schools in 2012-
13 and 2023-24. The share of go-
vernment schools has fallen from
74.2% to 69.1%, whereas the share
of private schools has increased
from 17.2% to 22.5%.

Chart 2 shows the share of stu-
dents enrolled in government, go-
vernment-aided, private, and oth-
er schools in 201213 and 2023-24.
The share of children enrolled in
government schools has fallen
from 57.3% to 51.4%, whereas the
share of private schools has in-
creased from 28.2% to 36.3%.

Chart 3 shows the gender-wise
share of students enrolled in go-
vernment and private schools in
201213 and 2023-24. For instance,
in 2023-24, 54% of girls studied in
government schools and 33% in
private schools, while 49% of all
boys studied in government
schools and 39% in private
schools.

Chart 4 shows the State-wise
and gender-wise share of students
enrolled in any school. In the
northern and western States, the
share of girls enrolled in any
school is lower than India’s aver-
age of 48.1%.

Genderdivide
persists

Data for the charts were sourced from the Unified District
Information System for Education Plus {UDISE+) database

Chart 1: The share of government, government-
aided, private, and other schools in 2012-13 and
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Water, energy demand spotlights
risk of human-induced quakes

Mining, extracting groundwater, impounding water behind a dam, injecting fluids into the ground, and engineering coastal structures have been
shown to induce seismic activity. This is because loading and unloading the crust in a repeated manner can cause strain to accumulate underground

Nivedita S.

arthquakes are usually natural —

but not always. Sometimes some

natural factors can combine

with human activities to lead to
earthquakes as well. Quakes induced by
human activities are called
human-induced earthquakes. According
o one estimate researchers discussed in
Seismological Research Letters in 2017,
more than 700 human-induced
earthquakes have been recorded around
the world in the last 150 years, and they
are becoming more common.

Human activities like mining,
extracting groundwater, impounding
water behind a dam, injecting fluids into
the ground, constructing tall buildings,
and engineering coastal structures,
among others, have been shown to
induce seismic activity, This is because,
according to experts, loading and
unloading the crust in a repeated manner
can cause strain to accumulate between
tectonic plates, which would in turn
modulate seismic activity.

In India, seismologists have also been
studying how the amount of water above
and below the ground can affect the
geological processes.

A 2021 study in Scientific Reports noted
that shallow earthquakes recorded in the
National Capital Region could be linked to
excessive groundwater extraction in the
region for farming and human
consumption.

“It was seen that between 2003 and
2012, when the water table had depleted
significantly, there was an increase in
seismic activity. The seismic acti
reduced after 2014 when the water table
stabilised,” Bhaskar Kundu, associate
professor at NIT Rourkela and one of the
authors of the study, told The Hindu.

Managing extraction

When groundwater is pumped out, the
mass of water maintaining the pressure
under the earth is removed, creating jolts
on the surface.

“The situation is not of major concern
because these earthquakes in the
Delhi-NCR region are usually minor, with
the maximum going up to 4.5
magnitude,” C.P. Rajendran, geoscientist
and author of The Rumbling Earth: The
Story of Indian Earthquakes, said. “Tt can
goup to 5.5, which for a densely
populated city like Delhi could have
risks."

This is because Delhi lies on several
faultlines and is in the Zone 4 seismic risk
category, meaning it's a quake-prone
region.

The risk for earthquakes induced by
groundwater extraction is spread across
the Gangetic plains, where the water table
has been dropping in leaps, Dr. Rajendran
said. This is mostly because crops sown in
the region still need large quantities of
water and very little of that thirst is
quenched by rainfall.

He added that there is a need to
manage the rate of groundwater
extraction and its recharge in a scientific
manner and while considering the rate of
seismic activity in the region.

In the past, human-induced
earthquakes have devastated lives and
property, caused foremost by large dams
that change the water load on the surface.
On December 11, 1967, for example, an
earthquake of 6.3 magnitude wrought

An earthquake of 6.3 magnitude wrought significant damage in Koynanagar in Maharashtra in 1967. Several studies that followed blamed the disaster on

water g in the Koyna hy:
significant damage in Koynanagar, a
village in Maharashtra. More than 180
people were killed and thousands of
houses were destroyed. Several studies
that followed blamed the disaster on
water overloading in the Koyna
hydroelectric dam nearby.

Similarly, research has recorded an
increase in seismic activity around the
Mullaperivar dam in Idukki, Kerala,
which like Delhi also lies in an
earthquake-prone zone.

Energy and quakes

“The U.S., which has recorded
reservoir-induced earthquakes, has
implemented regulations on how quickly
adam should be filled and emptied.
Such regulations should also be enforeed
in India to prevent earthquakes,” Vineet
K. Gahalaut, Chief Scientist at the
National Geophysical Research Institute,
told The Hindu.

He also said seismic activities in a
region should be properly evaluated
before a dam is built there.

“Huge dams in seismically active areas
like the Himalayas are not recc led
because the water load and percolation
could change the local stress regime.” Dr.
Rajendran said.

India’s growing energy demand also
increases the risk of this type of disaster.

“The methods used to extract energy
to meet our needs have significant risks
on our earth, be it oil or hydropower,”
Dr. Gahalaut said.

Fracking — where liquids are injected
into the ground to push rocks apart and
allow extraction of oil and narural gas -
has also been shown to induce

tric dam nearby. VARSHA DESHPANDE (CC BY-SA)

eo

The US. has implemented regulations
on how quickly a dam should be filled
and emptied. Such regulations should
also be enforeed in India

VINEET K. GAHALAUT,

Chief Scientist at the National Geophysical Research
Institure

earthquakes, Dr. Gahalaut added. India
currently has 56 fracking sites across six
States.In Palghar district in Maharashtra,
which has been experiencing a sequence
of quakes since 2018, experts have said
plate deformation is occurring in an
isolated manner. Initial findings by
seismologists indicated that the cause
could be fluid migration due to rainfall.

“Strong seismic networks using
instruments need to be established across
India in regions like these, which are
experiencing isolated plate deformation,
to monitor and track seismic activity
more accurately,” Dr. Kundu said.

Impact of climate change
Scientists have said that climate change
can indirectly affect the occurrence of
earthquakes and render them more
frequent over time. The melting of
glaciers due to global warming has been
found to trigger earthquakes around
Antarctica and Greenland. Changes in
rainfall patterns due to climate change
have also been known to modulate the
water loading process on the surface.
For example, sudden heavy rainfall

could alter the stress accumulated
between tectonic plates and induce
Seismic activity.

‘The area around the Sahyadri range of
the Western Ghats has been recording
tremors due to heavy rainfall for this
reasor.

“The height of the mountains should
have been reduced considering the rate
of rainfall. However, the mountains have
maintained their height due to seismic
activity,” Dr. Gahalaut said.

Changing rainfall patterns can also
change the soil chemistry, Dr. Rajendran
said, affecting cropping patterns and
compelling farmers to turn to
groundwater for irrigation, which can
also induce seismic activity.

Similarly, longer droughts can also
reactivate seismic faults. Such a
drought-induced earthquake was
recorded in California in 2014,

“The risk of earthquakes is not
present at all locations where there is
groundwater depletion or huge dams,
They have only been recorded in areas
that are present on faultlines or are
facing plate deformation processes,”
according to Dr. Kundu.

At present, the rate at which strain
has been accumulating along plates and
the fraction of this stress that is due to
human activities is not possible to
ascertain, he added. Experts have thus
warned against concluding that such
activities are solely to blame for tremors
or earthquakes. Research thus far has
only shown that these activities could
postpone or accelerate tectonic
processes causing these movements.

(nivedita.s@thehindu.co.in)




NISAR, first joint satellite of
NASA and ISRO, scheduled
to be launched on July 30

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

NISAR, the first joint satel-
lite of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Admi-
nistration (NASA) and the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO), will be
launched from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota at 5.40 p.m. on
July 30. The GSLV-F16 rock-
et will inject the Synthetic
Aperture Radar satellite in-
to a 743-km sun-synchro-
nous orbit with an inclina-
tion of 98.4 degrees.
According to the ISRO,
the NISAR satellite, weigh-
ing 2,392 kg, is a unique
earth observation satellite,
and the first satellite to ob-
serve the earth with a dual
frequency Synthetic Aper-
ture Radar — the NASA’s L-

An artist’s concept of th NISAR
satellite. NASA/JPL-CALTECH

band and the ISRO’s S-
band — using the NASA’s
12m unfurlable mesh re-

flector antenna, integrated
to the ISRO’s modified I3K

satellite bus.
NISAR will observe
earth with a swathe of 242

km and high spatial resolu-
tion, using SweepSAR tech-
nology for the first time.
“The satellite will scan the

entire globe and provide
all weather, day and night
data at 12-day intervals,
and enable a wide range of
applications. NISAR can
detect even small changes
in the earth’s surface, such
as ground deformation, ice
sheet movement, and ve-
getation dynamics. Furth-
er applications include sea
ice classification, ship de-
tection, shoreline monitor-
ing, storm characterisa-
tion, changes in soil
moisture, mapping and
monitoring of surface wa-
ter resources, and disaster
response,” the ISRO stated.

It added that the launch
is the result of strong tech-
nical cooperation between
the ISRO and the U.S. space
agency’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory for more than a
decade.



CAG report flags
lapses amounting to
X573 cr.in Railways

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor-General of India (CAG)
flagged lapses worth 3573
crore in the Railways as de-
tailed in the ‘Union Go-
vernment (Railways) -
Compliance Audit Report’
tabled in Lok Sabha on
Monday.

The report contains 25
audit observations includ-
ing shortfalls in revenue re-
covery, and execution of
projects across multiple
zones. The instances men-
tioned in this report came
to notice in the course of
test audit conducted up to
financial year 2022-23.

One of the most expen-
sive lapses for Railways
was the Northern Rail-
way’s non-compliance
with Railway Board direc-
tives to recover licence fee
at the rate of 6% of land va-
lue from five government-
aided schools, which led to
short recovery of licence
fee of T148.61 crore.

Another costly shortfall
involved nine railway
zones being unable to re-
cover ¥55.51 crore during
the period from January
2015 to March 2024 to-
wards District Mineral

Foundation (DMF) in the
interest and benefit of per-
sons and areas affected by
mining-related operations.
Contribution towards DMF
is supposed to be deducted
from contractors along
with royalty, in case the
same is not paid by the
contractor.

The report notes that
non-realisation of shunting
charges for shunting activi-
ty by using railway engines
at Bina Siding of East Cen-
tral Railway resulted in
non-realisation of ¥50.77
crore from the siding own-
er between April 2020 and
March 2023.

Plans by Southern Rail-
way to replace 28 Nilgiri
Mountain Railway (NMR)
coaches resulted in ineffec-
tive and deficient assets at
a cost of ¥27.91 crore as the
coaches were not put to ef-
fective use even after three
years of manufacturing,
the report said.

Non-implementation of
the revised rate of electric-
ity charges of various State
Electricity Boards (SEBs)
for recovery from the occu-
pants of railway quarters in
Dhanbad Division of East
Central Railway resulted in
short recovery of %14.89
crore, the report said.



Exclusion from rolls under special intensive
revision won' affect citizenship, EC tells SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) assured the Supreme
Court on Monday that a
person would not cease to
be a citizen merely on be-
ing found ineligible for re-
gistration on the electoral
rolls under the special in-
tensive revision (SIR), un-
der way in poll-bound
Bihar.

The electoral body was
responding to allegations
raised by petitioners that
SIR was “citizenship
screening” and would lead
to mass disenfranchise-
ment.

The EC said in its 88-
page affidavit that it was
vested under the law and
Constitution with power to
request proof of citizen-
ship for “enabling the con-
stitutional right to vote”.

“The guidelines issued
for SIR are constitutional
and in the interest of main-
taining the purity of electo-
ral rolls... However, it is
reiterated that determina-
tion of non-eligibility of

EC says electors with names featured in Bihar's electoral rolls in 2003

have to file anly the partially pre-filled enumeration form. ReuTERS

anyone under Article 326
[adult suffrage] will not
lead to cancellation of citi-
zenship,” the poll body
explained.

The EC made it clear
that voters who were alrea-
dy part of the existing elec-
toral rolls of Bihar would
feature on the draft roll to
be published on August I,
provided they submitted
their enumeration forms,
with or without docu-
ments. The existing electo-
ral rolls were published in
Bihar on January 7, 2025 af-
ter a special summary revi-

sion. “In substance, each
elector included in the
2025 electoral roll shall
form part of the draft roll
merely on submission of
the enumeration form,”
the affidavit stated.

Claims period
The electors who were un-
able to submit their enum-
eration forms with docu-
ments in time for the draft
roll had another opportun-
ity to be included on the fi-
nal roll.

“This claims period is
stipulated for another pe-

riod of 31 days after publi-
cation of the draft roll,” the
EC clarified.

During the claims pe-
riod, the Electoral Regis-
tration Officers (ERQOS)
shall scrutinise the enum-
eration forms and docu-
ments furnished after pu-
blication of the draft rolls.
If the ERO has any doubt
on the eligibility of any
elector (who has submitted
their documents or other-
wise), a suo motu inquiry
will be started by the ERO
and a notice issued to the
elector as to why his/her
name should not be delet-
ed. The ERO will decide on
inclusion of such electors
in the final roll based on
documentation, field in-
quiry, or otherwise. The fi-
nal roll will be published
on September 30, 2025.

“Even after the publica-
tion of the final roll, new
electors can be enrolled up
to the last date of nomina-
tions of the forthcoming Bi-
har elections... Any appre-
hension of huge
disenfranchisement is mis-
leading and non-existent,”

the EC assured.

Further, the EC said
electors whose names al-
ready feature in the electo-
ral rolls of Bihar in 2003,
when the last intensive re-
vision was held, were ex-
empted from furnishing
documents to prove their
eligibility. “They are only
required to file the partial-
ly pre-filled enumeration
form along with the extract
of the 2003 roll,” the affida-
vit said.

Though the Supreme
Court had asked the EC to
consider including Aad-
haar, voter TD and ration
cards in the list of 1 indica-
tive documents to register
voters, the EC said they
cannot be accepted as
“standalone documents”
for the purpose of SIR.
“Aadhaar is merely a proof
of identity. The card itself
carries a disclaimer that it
is not a proof of citizen-
ship,” the affidavit.

The poll body pointed
to the “widespread is-
suance of bogus ration
cards”, making the docu-
ment untrustworthy.



India to host
chess World
Cup; venue to

be decided

P.K. Ajith Kumar
KOZHIKODE

Global chess body FIDE on
Monday confirmed that In-
dia would be hosting the
chess World Cup later this
year, but the venue has not
yet been declared. “We are
considering a few cities
and will soon make the an-
nouncement,” All India
Chess Federation secre-
tary, Dev Patel, told The
Hindu. The World Cup will
be held from October 30 to
November 27, with 206
players competing in the
knock-out tournament.



Dhankhar submits his
resignation to President

The 14th Vice-President of India leaves office with two years left in his term; decision comes on the

first day of the Monsoon Session of Parliament; stepping down to abide by medical advice, he says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ice-President Jag-

‘/ deep Dhankhar, 74,

resigned from his

post citing health reasons
on Monday.

“To prioritise health
care and abide by medical
advice, I hereby resign as
the Vice President of India,
effective immediately, in
accordance with Article
67(a) of the Constitution,”
the resignation letter ad-
dressed to President Drou-
padi Murmu, which was
posted on the Vice-Presi-
dent’s official X account,
said. He had called on Pre-
sident Murmu in the
evening.

Mr. Dhankhar had suf-
fered a cardiac event in
March but was said to have
recovered and had been
participating in his engage-
ments since. The rest of
the letter expressed his
“deep gratitude” to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the Council of Minis-
ters as well as the
“warmth, trust and affec-
tion” that he had received
from MPs.

Mr. Dhankhar was elect-
ed India’s 14th Vice-Presi-

Final session: Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar greets the
members of the Rajya Sabha on Monday. Ani

dent in August 2022, and
has two years left for his
term to complete. Presi-
dent Murmu has not indi-
cated whether she had ac-
cepted the resignation.
The move has come as a
surprise to many leaders,
as Mr. Dhankhar had pre-
sided over Rajya Sabha
proceedings on the first

half of the first day of the
Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment on Monday, which in-
cluded an important inter-
vention in the
Opposition-led motion for
removal of High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma. He did not return for
the post-lunch Session but
spoke to MPs and floor

leaders till evening.

Several MPs that The
Hindu spoke to said he did
not give any indication of
quitting. He also presided
over the Business Advisory
Committee meeting of the
Upper House at 12.30 p.m.
Sources said that he was
unlikely to attend the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

Mr. Dhankhar, who had
been Governor of West
Bengal before being elect-
ed V-P, had an eventful te-
nure, especially in terms of
his public speeches and his
role as presiding officer of
the Rajya Sabha.

In December 2024, De-
puty Chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha Harivansh Na-
rayan Singh dismissed a
motion of impeachment
against Mr. Dhankhar
moved by the Opposition,
calling it “a move to deni-
grate the dignity of a con-
stitutional authority”, re-
flecting the somewhat
testy relationship between
the  Opposition and
himself.

Senior Congress leader
and party’s chief whip in
the Upper House, Jairam
Ramesh said Mr. Dhank-
har’s resignation was “in-
explicable” and “shocking.



