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“I.N. Governor’s actions forced SC to step iy

No intention of pronouncing a judgment
on the T.N. Governor case, Bench clarifies

Governor had reasons to keep Bills pending,
Attorney General R. Venkataramani argues

A Reference Bench need not get into the facts
of the T.N. case, says Solicitor-General Mehta

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Presidential  Refe-
Amm:e Bench of five

judges, headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, observed on Tues-
day that the Supreme
Court's move 1o grant
deemed assent to 10 cru-
cial Tamil Nadu State Bills
may have been a way to re-
solve an “egregious situa-
tion" created by the State’s
Governor, who had sat on
the Bills since 2020.

The Reference Bench
clarified that it does not in-
tend to “pronounce a judg-
ment on the T.N. Governor
case judgment” or over-
rule it, making the subtle
point that it could voice an
opinion about a “binding”
SC verdict, not supplant it.

The Bench found the

case “glaring”. Justice Su-
rya Kant asked Attorney
General R, Venkataramani,
"Were the Bills pending
since 20202

The A-G replied that
there were reasons the Go-
vernor had kept the Bills
pending. He was well with-
in his powers under Article
200+ to withhold assent o
State Bills, and was not
bound by the Council of
Ministers” advice, he said.

Mr. Venkataramani as-
serted that the Constitu-
tion envisaged the Presi-
dent and Governors using
their discretion to with-
hold assent if they found
that the Bills sent to them
for assent had suspect con-
stitutionality, He said he
did not want to get into the
facts of the T.N. case.

“Is it because the facts
are so glaring that you do

N Q

It seems such an
egregious situation

came into existence in the Tamil
Nadu case, that the Supreme
Coure was compelled o handle
the situation and resalve the
issue. The conclusion was not
meant to act as a precedent

JUSTICE P.S. NARASIMHA

Chief Justice Gavai asked.

Justice P.5. Narasimha
said the facts of the T.N.
case did not consist of any
“pudding” and were stark
in themselves.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Union  government, se
conded Mr. Venkatarama-
ni‘s submussion that a Refe-
rence Bench need not get
into the facts of the TN,

the questions raised by the
President.

Role of Bench

The role of the Reference
Bench was to maintain the
balance envisioned by the
Constitution, Mr. Mehta
submitted.

Mr. Venkataramani said
the T.N. judgment was like
someone saying, “1 will
mysell take a pen and pap-

tution.” It had squarely en-
croached  upon  the
legislative domain, he said.

But Justice Kant persist-
ed, asking what a Constitu-
tional court was expected
to do if the facts were as
obvious as those found in
the T.N. case,

“It seems such an egre-
gious situation came into
existence in the Tamil Na-
du case, that the Supreme
Court was compelled w
handle the situation and
resolve the issue. The con-
clusion was not meant to
act as a precedent,” Justice
Narasimha said, referring
to the circumstances
which had led to the April
8 judgment.

The debate came on the
first day of hearing the Pre-
sidential Reference, which
has questioned the top
court’s power o impose

the President and Gover-
nors to deal with State Bills
which come to them for
assent.

Imposing time limits
The Reference was issued
by the President under Ar-
ticle 142 of the Constitution
a month alter a two-judge
Bench of the SC, in an April
8 judgment in the T.N. Go-
vernor case, plugged a
Constitutional silence by
fixing specific time limits
for Governors and the Pre-
sident to assent, withhold
approval, or reserve State
Eills for further considera-
tion under Articles 200
and 201

The Division Bench,
headed by Justice ].B. Par-
diwala, had also invoked
Article 142 to grant
‘deemed assent” to the TN,
Bills. [t had held that Taws

with the President and Go-
vernor bevond the speci-
fied three-month deadline
would be deemed to be
approved,

On Tuesday, Mr. Venkat-
aramani argued the court
could not have used its ex-
traordinary powers under
Article 142 to supplant sub-
stantive law in the T.N.
case.

The top law officer sub-
mitted that the Constitu-
tion did not impose any
time limits on the Presi-
dent and Governors while
dealing with State Bills,
and contended that the
SC's power under Article
142 cannot exceed the
power of the Constitution.

Mr. Venkataramani
urged the judiciary not to
violate the basic structure
of the Constitution and
take over executive and le-

facts of the Tamil Nadu

not want to get into them?”

Polity & Constitution
1. Supreme Court on Tamil Nadu Governor’s Assent to Bills

o A Presidential Reference Bench is reviewing the April 8 judgment that imposed a 3-

month deadline on Governors/President for assent to State Bills under Articles

200 & 201.

o Debate: Can SC use Article 142 to fill constitutional silence? AG argues Governor has
independent discretion beyond Council of Ministers’ advice.

o Relevance:

» Prelims: Articles 143, 142, 200, 201, 163, 74.

case, but merely answer

er and rewrite the Consti-

three-month deadlines on

which remain

pending

gislative functions.

= Mains GS-II: Centre-State relations, Governor’s discretionary powers,
judicial activism vs basic structure.

‘Poll Bill gives EC unfettered discretion’

Former CJ1 Sanjiv Khanna gives his opinion to a parliamentary committee reviewing the Bill: he says the clause that allows EC to postpone Assembly
polls may result in Centre taking over the reins of the State government; four ex-CJIs too had flagged legal infirmities; panel to meet economists next

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he proposed legis-
Tla‘l:ion for simulta-
neous elections to

the Lok 5abha and State
Assemblies confers “unfet-
tered discretion” to the
Election Commission,
former Chief Justice of In-
dia Sanjiv Khanna told a
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) on Tuesday.

The committee headed
By BIP MP P.E. Chaudhary
is reviewing the Constitu-
tion (One Hundred and
Twenty-Ninth Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, common-
ly called the one nation,
one election Bill.

Justice Khanna is the

fifth former Chief Justice of
India to underline this is-
sue with the proposed le-
gislation. Before him, Jus-
tice U.U. Lalit, Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, Justice Jag-
dish Singh Kehar and Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud also
had pointed out various le-
gal infirmities in the pro-
posed legislation.

The committee had a
three-hour meeting where
the members queried Jus-
tice Khanna on all aspects
of the legislation.

The Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
proposes to insert Article
824 as well as clauses to Ar-
ticles 83 and 172 of the
Constitution.

Justice Khanna said

Postponrement of elections by the
Election Commission may result in
= indirect President’s Rule — in other
‘ words the Union Government

taking over the reins of the
State Govermment. This will be

-~
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questionable judicially, as violating
the federal structure envisaged by

the Constitution

Clause 5 of the proposed
Article 82A “confers unfet-
tered discretion” to the
Election Commission to
decide when the election
to a Legislative Assembly
cannot be conducted along
with the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. *This clause will be
open to guestion as violat-

SANIIV KHANNA

. Former Chief Justice of India

ing and offending the basic
structure of the Constitu-
tion an the ground of being
arbitrary and offending Ar-
ticle 14 of the Constitu-
tion,” he noted in his writ-
ten submission, which he
also explained at Tuesday’s
meeting.

He also articulated that

this clause gives powers to
the EC and the government
beyond what was envis-
aged in the Article 356 of
the Constitution. “Post-
ponement of elections by
the Election Comimission
may result in indirect Pre-
sident’s Rule - in other
words the Union Govern-
ment taking over the reins
of the State Government.
This will be questionable
judicially, as violating the
federal structure envisaged
by the Constitution,” Jus-
tice Khanna noted.

Justice Khanna said the
Bill does not meet the basic
objective of reducing poli-
cy paralysis induced by the
differing election cycles in
various States and the Lok

Sabha. He was answering
questions by the members,
As per sources, he argued
that the Model Code of
Conduct will come into
play whenever there are
elections to the State Legis-
lative Assemblies on pre-
mature dissolution, there-
fore it defeats the purpose
for which the legislation
has been mooted.

Mr. Chaudhary, the pa-
nel chairperson, told The
Hindu that the committee
will now be meeting eco-
nomists to evaluate the fi-
nancial implicarions of the
proposed legislation. The
government has argued
that the legislation will sig-
nificantly reduce expendi-
ture.



One Nation, One Election Bill
e Former (]I Sanjiv Khanna told JPC that proposed Article 82A gives “unfettered discretion”
to the Election Commission, risking violation of federalism (may act like indirect

President’s Rule).
e Relevance:

o Prelims: Constitutional Amendment procedure.
o Mains GS-II: Federalism, electoral reforms, EC’s powers.

SC dismisses child

protection body’s
challenge to HC order

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed a peti-
tion filed by the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights challenging
a 2022 judgment of the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court which held that, un-
der Muslim personal law, a
girl who had attained pu-
berty or is aged 15 and
above could marry, not-
withstanding the provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act, 2012.
The High Court had also
extended protection to the
couple against threats to
their life and liberty. A

Bench of Justices B.V. Naga-
rathna and R. Mahadevan
ruled that the Commission
lacked the locus standi to
assail the High Court’s or-
der. “We fail to see how the
NCPCR can be aggrieved
by such an order. If the
High Court, in exercise of
its writ jurisdiction, ex-
tends protection to two mi-
nors, it is strange that the
NCPCR should contest it,”
Justice Nagarathna said.

The counsel represent-
ing the body argued that
the challenge was confined
to the legal issue of wheth-
er minor girls could marry
under personal or custom-
ary laws when such mar-
riages are criminalised un-
der statutory law.



SC Dismisses NCPCR Plea on Muslim Personal Law vs POCSO
e SCupheld that girls above puberty (15+) can marry under Muslim law, despite POCSO

provisions.
o Relevance:

o Prelims: POCSO Act, personal laws.

o Mains GS-1I/II: Uniform Civil Code, child rights vs personal law.

Bengal Governor bats for
MoUs with other States for
welfare of migrant workers

Ensuring enforcement of minimum wages, adherence to workplace safety standards, expedited

mechanisms for grievance handling among steps recommended by Bose to Centre and State govt.

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

est Bengal Go-
errnor CV.
Ananda Bose

has recommended a num-
ber of measures, including
signing memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoUs) with
major destination States
and appointment of labour
welfare officers, to address
the challenges faced by mi-
grant workers.

The Governor has sug-
gested that the West Ben-
gal government proactive-
ly engage and sign MoUs
with key destination
States, such as Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, and Delhi.

“These MoUs should
clearly delineate responsi-
bilities for ensuring the en-
forcement of minimum
wages, adherence to work-
place safety standards, and
establish expedited me-
chanisms for grievance
handling for West Bengal’s
workers within their juris-
dictions,” reads the letter.

Mr. Bose’s recommen-
dations to the Central and

P

Governor CV. Ananda Bose wrote to the Centre and the West Bengal
government over ‘socio-economic justice’ for workers. FILE PHOTO

State governments on
Monday to “address the
multifaceted  challenges
faced by West Bengal mi-
grants” and to ensure “so-
cio-economic justice” for
them, include implement-
ing a West Bengal Migrant
Workers’ Registration Por-
tal and a “West Bengal Mi-
grant Worker Card”.

The development
comes amid reports of ha-
rassment, detention and
torture of West Bengal
workers in several States
on suspicion of being un-
documented Bangladeshi

nationals, which has
forced many to return to
the State.

A day earlier, Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee
announced a scheme
called Shramashree
through which a monthly
stipend of ¥5,000 will be
disbursed to such migrant
workers for up to one year
until they get a job.

According to the West
Bengal government,
around 2240 lakh resi-
dents are working in other
States. While announcing
the scheme on Monday,

the Chief Minister had said
that about 10,000 workers
had returned to West Ben-
gal in the past few months.

Other  recommenda-
tions by the Governor in-
clude developing afforda-
ble hostels, establishing
skill training centres in dis-
tricts with high rates of mi-
gration, 24x7 multilingual
helpline, providing legal
aid and setting up an emer-
gency transport and relief
fund.

Raj Bhavan officials said
Mr. Bose has been interact-
ing with migrant workers,
trade union leaders and
other stakeholders in va-
rious States during his
visits.

‘Reality check’

“The Governor has also vi-
sited their workplaces and
residences for a reality
check. During his recent vi-
sit to Haryana, where some
issues of migrant workers
were reported, the Gover-
nor interacted with the
workers and other stake-
holders before making the
specific recommenda-
tions,” the official noted.



Governance & Current Affairs
6. West Bengal Migrant Workers’ Welfare
o Governor recommends MoUs with destination states, helplines, hostels, migrant
worker cards, alongside CM’s Shramashree scheme (35,000 monthly stipend).
o Relevance: Mains GS-II - migrant labour, federalism, welfare schemes.

EC lists SIR and regular interactions

with parties among its 28 initiatives

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
on Tuesday listed 28 “sig-
nificant initiatives aimed at
streamlining and improv-
ing the electoral process”
taken by it in the past six
months, and listed them
under four heads.

The initiatives include
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar; the linking of
death registration data
with voter rolls; and regu-
lar interactions with lead-
ers of political parties.

The statement on initia-
tives comes two days after
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar,
who took charge in Febru-
ary, held a press confe-
rence over issues raised by
the Opposition parties on
the sanctity of the voter
rolls and the SIR in Bihar.
The Opposition has said
the EC’s briefing left many
questions unanswered.

Electoral Registration
Officers, Deputy Electoral
Officers, and Chief Electo-
ral Officers have held all-
party meetings nation-
wide, engaging with over
28,000 representatives of
various parties, the EC’s
statement said.

To clean-up and streng-
then electoral systems, 476
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Rigorous check: VVPAT slips are counted in the case of mismatch

between Form 17C and EVM data, the poll body said. FILE PHOTO

inactive Registered Unre-
cognised Political Parties
had been identified for de-
listing, and standard photo
ID cards issued to Booth
Level Officers, it said.

SOPs issued
Technical and administra-
tive standard operating
procedures (SOP) had
been issued to check and
verify burnt memory/mi-
crocontrollers in 5% of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) after the declara-
tion of results, the EC said.
National-level  confe-
rences had been held with
legal counsel and Chief
Electoral Officers to streng-
then legal framework and
representation across va-
rious judicial forums, the
EC said. Bilateral meetings
with heads of election

management bodies had
also been held, it added.

ECINET, a one-stop digi-
tal platform, has subsumed
more than 40 apps and
websites for electors and
other stakeholders of the
poll body, including elec-
tion officials and political
parties. Other initiatives in-
clude 100% webcasting at
polling stations, real-time
voter turnout updates ev-
ery two hours, and digital
index cards and reports in
a technology-driven sys-
tem to promote accessibili-
ty of election-related data
at the level of the consti-
tuency, the ECI’s statement
said.

Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT) slip
counting in the case of ev-
ery mismatch between
Form 17C and EVM data,

and wherever mock poll
data was not erased erro-
neously, is also being car-
ried out, the EC said.

Under the heading ‘Pur-
ity of Electoral Rolls’ in its
statement, the EC’s state-
ment listed the SIR in Bi-
har, special summary revi-
sion before byelections,
linking of death registra-
tion data, and unique EPIC
numbers for every voter.

A new SOP ensures de-
livery of EPIC cards within
15 days of an update in the
electoral rolls, including
new enrolment of an elec-
tor, or a change in any par-
ticulars of an existing vo-
ter. Electors will also
receive notifications via
SMS at each stage, it said.

For ease in voting, a mo-
bile deposit facility has
been provided at polling
stations, with a limit of
1,200 voters to ensure
shorter queues, and clear-
er voter information slips,
with serial and part num-
bers displayed prominent-
ly for easier verification of
voters, the EC said.

Among the other initia-
tives are enhanced remun-
eration for poll officials,
training booth level agents
appointed by political par-
ties, and a special training
for police officers to ensure
law and order during elec-
tions, the EC stated.



Election Commission vs Allegations of Voter Fraud
o Congress alleges 16 lakh voters added before 2023 MP polls, Rahul Gandhi accuses EC of
collusion with BJP; EC lists 28 reforms (linking death registration, SIR in Bihar, 100%
webcasting).
e Relevance: GS-II - Electoral integrity, EC reforms.



India, China have chance
to reset ties after recent
setbacks, says Chinese FM

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Striking a note of reconci-
liation, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said on
Tuesday that the hilateral
relationship between India
and China is facing an “im-
portant opportunity™.

Speaking at the 24th
meeting between the Spe-
cial Representatives on the
India-China boundary
question, Mr. Wang indi-
rectly referred to the nega-
tive impact of the 2020
Galwan clashes and said,
the “setbacks” of the re-
cent past did not advance
the “interest of the people”
of both countries.

Responding to the posi-
tive sentiment from the
Chinese side, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, on
Tuesday evening, an-
nounced that he will meet
President Xi Jinping on the
sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisa-
tion’s summit in Tianjin,
China, and said “stable,
predictable and construc-
tive ties” between New
Delhi and Beijing will help
in “global peace and pros-
perity”.

“...in October last year,
President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Modi held
an important meeting in
Kazan. That meeting point-
ed the direction for the de-
velopment of our bilateral
relations and provided im-
petus for the proper settle-
ment of the boundary
question,” said Mr. Wang.

He was referring to the
meeting between Prime
Minister Modi and Presi-
dent Xi during the BRICS
summit in Russia’s Kazan.

Later in the evening, Mr.
Wang called on Mr. Modi
where the Prime Minister
also recounted the impor-
tance of the meeting with
President Xi and said, “In-
dia-China relations have

Renewed connections: NSA Ajit Doval with Chinese Foreign
Ministar Wang Yi during a meeting, in New Delhi. p1i

made steady progress
guided by respect for each
other’s interests and sensi-
tivities.” During the meet-
ing, Mr. Wang handed over
a personal message and in-
vitation from President Xi
to the Prime Minister for
the SCO summit. Mr. Modi
conveyed his acceptance
of the invite to Mr. Wang,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said.

Constructive ties

“I look forward to our next
meeting in Tianjin on the
sidelines of the SCO Sum-
mit. Stable, predictable,
constructive ties between
India and China will contri-
bute significantly to region-
al as well as global peace
and prosperity,” said Mr.
Modi after the meeting,
which was a special ges-
ture from the Indian side to
the Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter. The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said that during
the meeting, Mr. Modi em-
phasised the importance
of a “fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable reso-
lution of the boundary
question”.

Mr. Wang referred to the
SCO Heads of State Council
meeting in Tianjin and
said, “Now the bilateral re-
lationship is facing an im-
portant opportunity of in-

provement and growth.
The Chinese side attaches
great importance to the
Prime Minister’s visit to
China to attend the SCO
summit at our invitation.
We believe the Indian side
will also make contribu-
tion to a successful summit
in Tianjin.”

‘Upward trend’
During his talks with Mr.
Wang, National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval, the In-
dian Special Representa-
tive (SR), described last
year’s SR-level talks in Chi-
na as “wonderful” and said
that there has been an “up-
ward trend” in India-China
ties in recent months.
Foreign Minister Wang
arrived here on a two-day
visit on Monday and hours
later held a meeting with
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, who empha-
sised that the process of
withdrawal of troops from
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) needs to “move for-
ward”. The MEA said that
during the talks, Mr. Jaish-
ankar “strongly raised” the
issue of cross-border terro-
rism from Pakistan, the all-
weather friend of China,
and reminded that one of
the “original objectives of
SCO™ was to counter terro-
rism.



International Relations

9. India-China Relations
o FM Wang Yi & PM Modi agree on resetting ties; upcoming SCO summit in Tianjin.
o India insists on boundary resolution; Jaishankar raises cross-border terrorism

issue.

o Relevance: Prelims - SCO, Galwan 2020. Mains GS-II - India-China relations, LAC

disputes.

U.S. air cover, EU troops may be part
of Ukraine security pledge:

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

President Donald Trump
said on Tuesday that U.S.
air support and European
ground troops could be
part of security guarantees
for Ukraine, warning of a
“rough” situation if talks
between Moscow and Kyiv
fail.

“When it comes to se-
curity, they’re willing to
put people on the ground,”
he told Fox News, referring
to European allies whom
he met in the White House
on Monday. “We’re willing
to help them with things,
especially, probably, if you
talk about by air, because
no one has the kind of stuff
we have, really, they
dom’t,” Mr. Trump said.

He added that his “assu-
rance” that no U.S. ground
troops would deploy to Uk-
raine, and he categorically
ruled out Ukraine joining
the Western military al-
liance NATO.

Keen eyes: French President Emmanuel Macron and U.S. President
Donald Trump with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. AFp

Post-war security is a
key concern for Kyiv after
more than three years of
Russian invasion. Moscow
has long said it will not tol-
erate Ukraine joining NA-
TO and has been hostile to
the idea of Western troops
deploying to the former So-
viet territory.

Mr. Trump said that
“France and Germany, a
couple of them, UK. — they
want to have boots on the
ground. I don’t think it’s

going to be a problem. I
think Putin is tired of the
war.”

Another meet

Mr. Trump said that follow-
ing his talks on Monday
with European leaders he
is pushing to organise a bi-
lateral summit between
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
— followed by another
where he will join.

9. Ukraine War - Trump'’s Security Proposal
o Trump: US may provide air cover, Europe ground troops, but Ukraine must accept
loss of Donbas & occupied territories.

o Relevance: GS-II IR - Russia-Ukraine war, NATO, geopolitics.

Trump

“I called President Pu-
tin, and we’re trying to
work out a meeting with
President Zelenskyy. We’ll
see what happens there,”
he said.

Saying it was possible
Mr. Putin would back out,
Mr. Trump said, “I hope
President Putin’s going to
be good and if not, it’s go-
ing to be a rough situa-
tion.” Mr. Zelenskyy “has
to show some flexibility al-
S0”.

In addition to the ques-
tion of guaranteeing Uk-
raine’s future security, the
other key sticking point in
ending the war is the status
of the huge swaths of land
occupied by Russia.

Mr. Trump said Ukraine
has to accept it will not get
its lost territories back — in-
cluding the eastern Donbas
region — but in return will
get peace.

The U.S. leader said Uk-
raine was not powerful
enough to change the
situation.



Private sector share
in defence production
increases to 22.5%

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

For the third consecutive
year, the contribution of
private manufacturers to
India’s total defence pro-
duction has increased.

According to data from
the Department of Defence
Production, private sector
companies  contributed
$33,979 crore (22.56%) to
the total defence produc-
tion of ¥1,50,590 crore in fi-
nancial year 2024-25. This
marks the highest share of
private sector participation
since 2016-17, when it
stood at 19%.

The defence public sec-
tor undertakings (DPSUs)
accounted for 57.50% of
the total defence produc-
tion, while Indian ord-
nance factories contribut-
ed 14.49%, and
non-defence PSUs 5.4%.

Since the opening of the
defence  manufacturing
sector to private players in
2016-17, the contribution of
private companies has
ranged between 19% and
20%. It stood at 19.39% in
202223 and 20.93% in

Military equipment on display
at a seminar organised by the
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers in Jaipur. PTI

2023-24, reflecting a steady
upward trend.

The larger share of pro-
duction, however, conti-
nues to come from the
Ordnance Factory Board,
DPSUs, other PSUs, and
joint ventures.

According to the De-
fence Ministry, India’s de-
fence budget has wit-
nessed a steady rise — from
%2.53 lakh crore in 2013-14
to ¥6.81 lakh crore in 2025-
26. In 2024-25, the country
achieved its highest-ever
defence production of
Z1.50 lakh crore, more
than three times the
346,429 crore recorded in
2014-15.



Economy & Development
11. Defence Manufacturing
o Private sector share rises to 22.56% (333,979 crore) of total defence production.

o Defence budget: X6.81 lakh crore (2025-26).

o Relevance: Prelims - DPSUs, defence budget. Mains GS-III - Atmanirbhar Bharat,
defence industry.

Action plan needed to distribute
industries evenly across States’

In the context of industrial policy, while industry is a State subject, the Central Governments initiatives are vital,

the Standing Commiittee on Finance noted in a report submitted to the Lok Sabha

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Standing Com-

mittee on Finance

has recommended
that the Government con-
sider an action plan to
evenly distribute indus-
tries across all States, for
“more balanced and equit-
able economic develop-
ment”, it said in a report
submitted to the Lok
Sabha.

This comes at a time
when the Congress has ac-
cused the Centre of being
“biased” against opposi-
tion ruled States and forc-
ing new investments to
move out of them.

The Standing Commit-
tee on Finance is chaired
by Bharatiya Janata Party
MP from Odisha Bhartru-
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Fair play: The panel recommended the action plan for a more

balanced and equitable economic development. SRINATHM.

hari Mahtab. In its report,
the Committee also point-
ed out that the Govern-
ment’s disinvestment
plans had not progressed
since they were an-
nounced and that the in-
vestment rate in India
needed to be higher than it
currently is.

“In the context of indus-
trial policy, the Committee
note that while industry is
a State subject, the Central
Government’s initiatives
are vital,” the report said.
“Therefore, the Commit-
tee recommend the Go-
vernment to consider an
action plan for the even

Standing Committee on Finance Report
e« Recommends even distribution of industries across states to reduce regional

imbalances.

e Relevance: GS-1III - Industry, regional planning.

distribution of industries
across all States for more
balanced and equitable
economic development.”

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
tions Jairam Ramesh on
August 14 took to the social
media platform X to accuse
the Central Government of
approving investments by
companies only if those in-
vestients are moved out
of Opposition-ruled states.

“The PM speaks of com-
petition among states that
will make India strong,”
Mr. Ramesh said. “But if
the umpire is so blatantly
biased, the competition
becomes a farce.”

The Committee also
highlighted the Centre’s
Public Sector Enterprise
(PSE) Policy, which envis-
aged that loss-making pu-

blic sector companies in
non-strategic sectors be
considered for privatisa-
tion or closure, with the
aim “to promote fiscal pru-
dence and efficient re-
source allocation”.

“However, not much
headway has been made in
this regard as the proposal
for disinvestment of any
non-strategic CPSE has not
been approved since the
guidelines were issued in
December 2021,” the re-
port noted.

The Committee recom-
mended that the Govern-
ment accelerate the imple-
mentation of the PSE
Policy by speeding up the
process of identifying and
seeking approval for the
disinvestment or closure of
non-strategic, loss-making
CPSEs.



Amoeba causing
PAM detected in well
water in Kozhikode

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Health officials in Kerala
have detected the pre-
sence of Naegleria fowleri,
the amoeba that causes
primary amoebic menin-
goencephalitis (PAM), a
rare brain infection, in the
well at the house of a three-
month-old child who is un-
dergoing treatment for it at
the Government Medical
College Hospital in Kozhi-
kode for over two weeks.
A senior health official
said on Tuesday that sam-
ples from waterbodies on
the residential premises of
two more infected per-
sons, a 40-year-old man
who is also being treated at
the same hospital, and a
nine-year-old girl from
Thamarassery who died

I it

A three-month-old child is
undergoing treatment for PAM
at MCH in Kozhikode.

recently, too had been sent
for tests.

The girl’s brother was
put under observation as
he had fever.

However, he has not
shown any other symp-
toms associated with the
brain infection, the official
said.

Naegleria fowleri Infection (Kerala)

e Rare brain infection (PAM) cases detected; amoeba found in well water.
e Relevance: Prelims - disease, causative organism. GS-III - Public health.



ISRO moots heavy-lift

rocket that can carry
payload of 75,000 kg

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

More than four decades af-
ter developing the first in-
digenous launch vehicle
SLV-3, capable of carrying
a modest 35-kg payload,
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is now
aiming for a giant leap. The
agency is conceiving an ad-
vanced heavy-lift rocket
that can carry a 75,000 kg
payload to space.

“This rocket will be the
height of a 40-storey build-
ing. We are also in the ad-
vanced development stag-
es of Gaganyaan and its
first unmanned mission is
planned very shortly,” IS-
RO Chairman and Secre-
tary, Department of Space,
V. Narayanan said on Tues-
day. Delivering the 84th
convocation address at the
Osmania University here,
Mr. Narayanan elaborated
on the country’s space
journey, the organisation’s

accomplishments and fu-
ture plans.

“Chandrayaan-4 pro-
gramme is approved. The
Bharathiya Anthariksh Sta-
tion shall be a reality by
2035 for which the initial
modules will start as early
as 2027. An Indian must
land on the moon and re-
turn safely by a fully indi-
genous moon mission by
2040. A Venus Orbiter Mis-
sion has also been ap-
proved and we shall be
sending a spacecraft to stu-
dy planet Venus. A heavy-
lift Next Generation
Launch Vehicle with recov-
erable first stage has also
been approved,” he said.

Mr. Narayanan was con-
ferred an honorary docto-
rate at the convocation.

A record 1,261 Ph.D de-
grees were awarded, and
121 gold medals were pre-
sented to top-performing

students for academic
years 2022-2023 and
2023-2024.

ISRO Mulls Heavy-Lift Rocket (75,000 kg Payload)

e Background:



o ISRO'’s first indigenous launch vehicle SLV-3 (1980) could carry 35 kg payload.
o Now, ISRO is working on a new heavy-lift rocket capable of carrying 75,000 kg
payload to space.
o Features:
o Rocket will be as tall as a 40-storey building.
o Part of next-generation launch vehicle with recoverable first stage.
o Linked to advanced development stages of Gaganyaan (India’s human spaceflight
mission).
e Upcoming Missions & Plans:
o Gaganyaan first uncrewed mission planned soon.
o Chandrayaan-4 approved.
o Bharatiya Anthariksh Station (Indian Space Station) target: 2035 (initial
modules from 2027).
o Indian astronaut to land on Moon & return by 2040 using indigenous mission.
o Venus Orbiter Mission approved.
o Other Highlights:
o ISRO Chairman S. Narayanan announced these plans at Osmania University
convocation.
o Hereceived an honorary doctorate.
o 1,261 Ph.D. degrees & 121 gold medals were awarded in the ceremony.

Relevance for UPSC/BPSC/JPSC
e Prelims: SLV-3, Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan-4, Venus Mission, Bharatiya Anthariksh Station,
Next Gen Launch Vehicle.
e Mains GS-III: Space technology, Atmanirbhar Bharat in space sector, global space race,
ISRO’s role in India’s strategic & scientific growth.



Saltwater crocodile population in Bengal's Sundarban
Biosphere Reserve shows substantial increase: survey

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

The estimated population
of saltwater crocodiles, one
of the largest reptiles in the
world, has increased in the
Sundarban Biosphere Re-
serve (SBR) from last year,
according to a survey by
the State’s Forest
Department.

“In  comparison [to
2024], there is an increase
in the number of all demo-
graphic classes [of saltwa-
ter crocodiles], specifically
in the hatchling class. This
is an encouraging sign as
sighting of hatchlings is ve-
ry rare and difficult in the
terrain of Sundarbans,” the
Forest Department report,
titled ‘Population Assess-
ment and Habitat Ecology
Study of Saltwater Croco-

The State government has made major efforts to conserve saltwater

crocodiles with a breeding facility opened in 1976. FILE PHOTO

diles in  Sundarbans
2025’ says.

According to the report
released on Monday, the
saltwater crocodile (Croco-
dylus porosus) is the largest
of all crocodilians and the
largest reptile in the world.
They are “hypercarnivo-
rous apex predators” that
keep flowing water ecosys-

tems clean by feeding on
carcasses. In India, saltwa-
ter crocodiles are distribut-
ed across the swamplands,
rivers, mangroves of Od-
isha and West Bengal and
the coastal areas of the An-
daman and Nicobar [s-
lands.

The estimated popula-
tion of saltwater crocodiles

Saltwater Crocodile Survey - Sundarbans
e Population in Sundarban Biosphere Reserve rises (220-242, including 23 hatchlings).
e Relevance: Prelims - Crocodylus porosus habitat, IUCN status. GS-III - Conservation

efforts.

at the SBR has been found
to be between a maximum
of 242 and a minimum of
220 this year, with 213 di-
rect sightings recorded
during the study. In compa-
rison, last year, the estimat-
ed maximum number of
saltwater crocodiles in the
region had been pegged
between 204 and 234.

According to direct
sighting data and based on
the length of the saltwater
crocodiles, a total of 125
adults, 88 juveniles, and 23
hatchlings were traced
through direct sightings in
2025. These numbers re-
flect a considerable in-
crease from the crocodile
census done in 2024,
where 71 adults, 41 juve-
niles and only 2 hatchlings
were traced through direct
sightings.

Meanwhile, the encoun-
ter rate of the saltwater cro-
codiles in the Sundarbans,
according to this year's stu-
dy, is around 0.18 per kilo-
metre, that is, around one
saltwater crocodile per 5.5
kilometres of the studied
stretch.

GPS mapping

The study was conducted
at the SBR through syste-
matic surveys, GPS map-

ping and habitat
characterisation.
The West Bengal govern-

ment has, in the last many
decades, made significant
efforts to conserve saltwa-
ter crocodiles, with a con-
servation and breeding fa-
cility in the form of the
Bhagabatpur ~ Crocodile
Project being started in the
South 24 Parganas in 1976.



Gender change: HC directs Manipur
authorities to issue fresh academic
certificates to transwoman doctor

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The High Court of Manipur
has directed the heads of
the State’s education appa-
ratuses to issue fresh aca-
demic certificates “under a
new name and gender” for
a female doctor who was
born male.

Boboi Laishram under-
went a gender reassign-
ment surgery in October
2019 and the subsequent le-
gal process to become Be-
oncy Laishram, a year after
completing her MBBS. This
made her the first doctor
from the transgender com-
munity in the northeastern
region.

She updated her Aad-
haar, voter identity, and

Beoncy Laishram

Permanent Account Num-
ber cards, but struggled to
get her name and gender
changed in her academic
certificates. This made her
approach the High Court.
In an order on Tuesday,
Justice A. Guneshwar Shar-
ma ordered the authorities
of the Board of Secondary
Education Manipur (BO-
SEM), the Council of Higher
Secondary Education Mani-

Transgender Rights - Manipur HC
o Directed universities & councils to issue new academic certificates for transwoman doctor.
e Relevance: GS-II - Transgender rights, Social justice, Judiciary role.

pur, the Manipur Universi-
ty, and the Manipur Medical
Council to issue fresh edu-
cational certificates to Ms.
Laishram.

The court did not find
merit in the argument on
behalf of the higher educa-
tion authorities that any
correction in the education-
al certificates has to start
from the first institute, BO-
SEM in this case. The court
was told that the Manipur
University “has no objec-
tion in correcting the name
and gender of the petitioner
in the MBBS certificate” if
the Class 10 and Class 12 cer-
tificates are updated first.

The educational heads
were accordingly directed
to provide Ms. Laishram
with fresh certificates.
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