DIA, DEOGHAR IAS ACADEMY

Daily News Feed

D.N.F
21.08.2025

Sabaijor Complex, Near Jamunajor Pul, Castair
Town
Deoghar, Mob:-9162500508



Are elected State govts. at
mercy of Governors whims
and fancies, SC asks Centre

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the
Centre if elected State go-
vernments were at the
mercy of the whims and
fancies of Governors, who
could fail Bills by merely
withholding assent.

A Presidential Reference
Bench headed by Chief jus-
tice B.R. Gavai was examin-
ing a submission by the
Centre, represented by Sol-
icitor General Tushar Meh-
ta and advocate Kanu Agar-
wal, that State Bills would
lapse if Governors with-
held assent to proposed
laws presented to them for
approval under Article 200
of the Constitution.

“So, are Governors be-
ing given total powers 1o sit
in appeal over the elected
representatives? This way,
if Bills are failed by Gover-
nors, governments formed
by majority will be at the
mercy of their whims and
fancies,” Chief Justice Ga-
vai quizzed Mr. Mehta's in-
terpretation of Article 200.

“To be used sparingly’
Mr. Mehta said the power
of a Governor to withhold
assent was meant to be
used sparingly, especially
when a State Bill frustrated
the very democratic will of
the nation, or violated fun-
damental rights.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal interjected to point
out that if a Governor had
the power to lapse a Bill by
withholding assent, the
same logic would apply to
the President of India un-
der Article 111.

“The President can also
withhold and fail Bills
passed in Parliament,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

The Solicitor General ar-
gued that a Governor had

Are
Governors
being given total
powers tositinappeal
over the elected
representatives?

B.R. GAVAI
Chief Justice of India

“four” options under Arti-
cle 200, Besides the op-
tions of granting assent to
the Bill, withholding assent
to the Bill due to which the
proposed law lapses, and
reserving the Bill for con-
sideration to the President
in the substantive part of
the Constitutional provi-
sion, the proviso to the Ar-
ticle allowed the Governor
to exercise a “fourth” op-
tion, that is, to return the
Bill to the State Legislative
Assembly. If the Assembly
re-passed the Bill, the Go-
vernor would be bound to
grant assent, the law offic-
er contended. In such cas-
es, the Governor could not
withhold the Bill, though
he could refer it to the Pre-
sident on the ground of re-

pugnancy.

‘Not a sanctum’

High Constitutional auth-
orities, including the Presi-
dent and Governors, were
presumed to act within the
law and uphold the dignity
of their offices, Mr. Mehta
said. Governors were not
“nobodies”, he submitted.
They were representatives
of the President, who was
bound by the aid and ad-
vice of the Union Cabinet,
which represented the in-
terests of the nation. “Go-

vernorship is not a sanc-
tum for retired politicians,”
Mr. Mehta said.

But the Chief Justice

asked the Solicitor General
whether, over the years,
the expectations of the
Founding Fathers and
Mothers regarding these
Constitutional functionar-
ies had actually been ful-
filled.
Justice Narasimha rea-
soned that Constitutional
interpretation by courts
could not be idealistic. Jud-
icial review had to take into
account the present-day
realities. Governors and
Speakers were idealistical-
ly considered high offices,
presumed to function
within the law, but the
flood of litigation said oth-
erwise.

The judge referred to
the cases filed in the top
court under the anti-defec-
tion law (the Tenth Sche-
dule of the Constitution).

The Tenth Schedule was
introduced with the best
intentions and with ideal
expectations about the
high office of the Speaker,
Justice Narasimha said. But
views had changed over

the years.
“Constitutional  inter-
pretation cannot be static,”

Justice Narasimha ob-
served.

Mr. Mehta enumerated
instances when Governors
were not bound by the aid
and advice of the State Ca-
binet.

“We have seen how, in
some cases, the Governors
have exercised their discre-
tion and end up in litiga-
tion in the top court,” the
CJ1 responded.

The Solicitor General
dismissed them as “aberra-
tions”. It was “hazardous
to interpret the Constitu-
tion based on aberra-
tions”, Mr. Mehta said.
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SC on Governors withholding assent
e Supreme Court questioned Centre: Can Governors arbitrarily “fail” Bills by withholding
assent under Article 2007?

e SG Tushar Mehta argued Governors have four options: assent, withhold, reserve for
President, return once.

e SC stressed constitutional interpretation must account for present-day misuse of office.

o Relevance: Articles 200, 111, 163, Governor’s discretionary powers, Centre-State tussle.

Manipur violence was not spontaneous,
but planned, ethnically targeted: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Apart from historical fac-
tors such as ethnic divi-
sions, socio-political mar-
ginalisation and land
disputes, what led to esca-
lation of feelings of mis-
trust and enmity between
the warring Meitei and Ku-
ki-Zo communities were
the systematic hate cam-
paign played out through
digital media and state-
ments made by the politi-
cal leadership in the pre-
lude to the conflict, said
Independent People’s Tri-
bunal’s report on the ongo-
ing ethnic conflict in Mani-
pur, which was released in
Delhi on Wednesday.

The report highlighted
that the violence was not
spontaneous, but planned,
ethnically targeted and fa-
cilitated by state failures.

The tribunal, constitut-
ed by the People’s Union of
Civil Liberties (PUCL) in
2024, was chaired by Kur-
ian Joseph, former judge,
Supreme Court, also had
members who were form-
er High Court judges, ex-
IAS officers, ex-IPS officers,

Tough times: More than 60,000 internally displaced people still
remain in camps in Manipur. AP

advocates, authors, profes-
sors, journalists, human
rights activists, among oth-
ers.

In its 694-page report,
the jury stressed that more
than 60,000 internally dis-
placed people still remain
in camps in Manipur with
no end in sight.

High Court directive

The tribunal said the Mani-
pur High Court’s March 27,
2023 directive, recom-

mending Scheduled Tribe
(ST) status for Meiteis
served as a vital trigger, as
it was perceived by the tri-
bal groups, including the
Kuki-Zo groups and the Na-
gas, as a threat to their con-
stitutional ~ protections.
This in turn sparked prot-
ests across all tribal dis-
tricts, leading to a major
protest programme on
May 3, 2023 in all the hill
districts. While by and
large the protests ended

peacefully, violence erupt-
ed in a few places, which
engulfed the whole State.

Another  contending
narrative was the involve-
ment of Kukis in poppy cul-
tivation, in line with the
then Chief Minister Biren
Singh’s ‘war on drugs’,
which translated into pop-
ular propaganda against
Kukis, the report stated.

After meeting people
from all walks of life, in-
cluding the survivors and
victims in different dis-
tricts of Manipur, including
Bishnupur, Churachand-
pur, Imphal East, Imphal
West, Kakching, Kangpok-
pi, Senapati followed by
sittings in Delhi, the tribu-
nal recorded the testimo-
nies of the survivors,
which, it says present a
stark picture of the failure
of the state authorities and
institutions to protect
them, leaving them to fend
for themselves.

The tribunal also notes
the failure of the Centre to
fulfil its constitutional res-
ponsibility to ensure that
Manipur remained under
the regime of both rule of
law and the Constitution.



GS Paper II - Polity, Constitution & Governance
Manipur ethnic violence report
o Independent People’s Tribunal report: Violence between Meiteis & Kuki-Zos was planned,
ethnically targeted, aided by hate campaigns, and state failures.
e Trigger: Manipur HC directive on ST status for Meiteis (March 2023).
e Relevance: Communal harmony, role of judiciary, Centre’s constitutional duty in law &
order



‘U.S. curbs on
India aimed

at ending the
Ukraine war’

Press Trust of India
NEW YORK

U.S. President Donald
Trump imposed sanctions
on India to bring an end to
the conflict between Rus-
sia and Ukraine, White
House Press Secretary Ka-
roline Leavitt has said.

Mr. Trump has imposed
tariffs totalling 50% on In-
dia, including 25% for Del-
hi’s purchases of Russian
oil that will come into ef-
fect from August 27.

Replying to a question at
a press briefing on Tues-
day, Ms. Leavitt said that
Mr. Trump has put “tre-
mendous public pressure”
to bring the nearly four-
year war “to a close”.

“He has taken actions,
as you have seen, sanctions
on India and other actions
as well. He has made him-
self very clear that he
wants to see this war end,”
she said.

Meanwhile, Ms. Leavitt
on Tuesday once again
claimed that Mr. Trump
had ended the military
conflict between India and
Pakistan.
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U.S. tariffs on India
e President Trump imposed 50% tariffs, including 25% on Russian oil imports by India.
e Aim: pressurize Russia to end Ukraine war.
e Relevance: India-U.S. trade tensions, sanctions, impact on energy security



In Moscow, Jaishankar
flags challenges that tarifts
pose to India-Russia trade

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In the backdrop of U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s im-
position of penalty tariffs
on India, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar on
Wednesday in Moscow
raised the challenge posed
by “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers” against
Russia-India trade and
called for the “early con-
clusion” of a Free Trade
Agreement between India
and the countries of the
Eurasian region.

Mr. Jaishankar made the
remarks during the 26"
Session of the India-Russia
Inter-Government Com-
mission for Trade, Eco-
nomic, Scientific, Techno-
logical and  Cultural
Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC)
where the Russian side was
being led by First Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia
Denis Manturov.

Delivering his opening
remarks, Mr. Jaishankar
said some of the main is-
sues before the IRIGC-TEC

Timely ties: S. Jaishankar with Denis Manturov during a meeting in
Moscow on Wednesday. PTI

were “tariff and non-tariff
trade barriers, removing
bottlenecks in logistics,
promoting connectivity,
and effecting payment me-
chanisms smoothly”.

Free trade pact

He said Wednesday’s meet-
ing in Moscow also final-
ised the terms of reference
of the India-Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union Free Trade
Agreement of which Russia
has been a leading propo-
nent as it aims at removing
obstacles for overland
trade among Russia, Chi-

na, India and the Central
Asian countries.

“..We are all acutely
aware that we are meeting
in the backdrop of a com-
plex geopolitical situation.
Our leaders remain closely
and regularly engaged,”
Mr. Jaishankar said indi-
rectly referring to the
trade-related anxieties in
India-U.S. relations.

India’s trade with Russia
grew from $13 billion in
2021 to $68 billion in 2024-
25. The bulk of this trade is
in hydrocarbon that Russia
supplies to India.
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Jaishankar in Moscow
o Flagged challenges of tariff & non-tariff barriers, stressed India-Eurasian Economic Union

FTA.

o India-Russia trade rose from $13B (2021) — $68B (2024-25), mainly hydrocarbons.
e Relevance: Trade diplomacy, strategic autonomy, energy security

Israel approves plan to seize Gaza City, calls
up its reservists for campaign of conquest

Agence France-Presse

JERUSALEM

israel’s Defence Minister
approved a plan on Wed-
nesday for the conquest of
Gaza City and authorised
the callup of around
60,000 reservists, piling
pressure on Hamas as me-
diators push for @
ceasefire,

Defence Minister Israel
Katz’s move came as me-
diators awaited an official
Israeli response on their
latest proposal,

While mediator Qatar
had expressed guarded op-
timism over the latest pro-
posal, a senior Israeli offi-
cial said the government
stood firm on its call for the
release of all hostages in
any agreement,

The framework that Ha-

Dire straits: Palestinians rush to coliect humanitarian aid
airdropped into Nuseirat in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. a¢

mas had approved propos-
es an initial 60-day truce, a
staggered hostage release,
the freeing of some Palesti-
nian prisoners and provi-
sions allowing for the entry
of aid into Gaza,

On the ground in Gaza
City on Wednesday, Musta-
fa Qazzaat, head of the

GS Paper II - International Relations

emergency committee in
the Gaza municipality, de-
scribed the situation as
“catastrophic”. He said
“large numbers" of people
were fleeing their neigh-
bourhoods, with the ma-
jority of those displaced
“on the roads and streets
without shelter”.

Israel approves plan to seize Gaza City

o Israeli Defence Minister authorized conquest, 60,000 reservists called up.

Israel’s security cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ap-
proved the plan to conquer
Gaza City in early August,
sparking fears it will wor-
sen the catastrophic hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza.

According to Israeli me-
dia reports, Mr. Netanyahu
has not vet called a securi-
ty cabinet meeting to dis-
cuss any response to the
latest truce proposal.

‘Rejects escalation’
Mr. Netanyahu has come
under growing pressure at
home and abroad to end
the war, with the German
government saying on
Wednesday that it “rejects
the escalation” of Israel's
campaign.

Mr. Katz's approval of
plans to conquer Gaza City

e Hamas had accepted ceasefire proposal; situation catastrophic.
e Relevance: West Asia conflict, humanitarian crisis, international diplomacy

GS Paper III - Economy, Environment & Disaster Management

came days after Hamas
said it had accepted the lat-
est proposal from media-
tors for a ceasefire to halt
almost two years of devas-
tating war,

An official of the Israeli
Defence Forces (IDF) told
journalists on Wednesday
that the new phase of com-
bat would involve “a gra-
dual precise and targeted
operation in and around
Gaza City”, including some
areas where forces had not
previously operated.

Gaza’s civil defence
agency said Israeli strikes
and fire killed at least 25
people across the territory
on Wednesday.

Israel's offensive has
killed at least 62,122 Pales-
tinians, most of them civi-
lians, according to Health
Ministry.



Core sector growth
slows to 2% in July as
fossil fuels contract

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Growth in industrial activi-
ty in India’s eight core in-
dustries slowed to 2% in Ju-
ly 2025, dragged down by
contractions in the fossil
fuel categories, according
to data released on Wed-
nesday. Steel and cement

sectors, however, wit-
nessed double-digit
growth.

The Index of Eight Core

Industries, released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, shows that activi-
ty in July 2025 is relatively
significantly slower than
the 6.3% growth seen in Ju-
ly last year. The Index grew
by 2.2% in June 2025.
Within the Index, the
coal sector saw the largest
contraction, of 12.3%, in Ju-
ly 2025. This is the second

The coal sector saw the largest
contraction, of 12.3%, in July
2025. GETTY IMAGES

consecutive month of con-
traction for the sector, and
its worst performance in at
least five years.

The natural gas sector
contracted 3.2% in July
2025, its thirteenth consec-
utive month of contrac-
tion. Similarly, the crude
oil sector also contracted,
by 1.3%, for the fourteenth
month out of the last 15.

Core sector growth slows to 2% (July 2025)
o Fossil fuel drag, concerns over energy transition.
e Relevance: Infrastructure, energy mix, economic slowdown



Flood warning issued for Bhadrachalam
Agency in Telangana as Godavari swells

The Hindu Bureau
BHADRADRI KOTHAGUDEM/
JAYASHANKAR BHUPALPALLY

A flood alert has been
sounded for people living
in the riverside villages in
Telangana’s Bhadrachalam
Agency as the swollen Go-
davari river rose to 47 feet,
just one feet below the se-
cond flood warning level at
the temple town of Bhadra-
chalam late on Wednesday
evening.

The first flood warning
was issued by Bhadradri
Kothagudem Collector Ji-
tesh V. Patil at 8.15 a.m. on
Wednesday after the river
touched 43 feet mark.

The water level in the
Godavari river hovered
around 47 feet and the
flood discharge in the river
crossed 10.98 lakh cusecs
at7 p.m.

Several streams were in
spate in Dummugudem
and Charla mandals in

Massive flow: A flood alert has been sounded for people living in the riverside villages in Bhadrachalam
Agency as the swollen Godavari river flows above the first warning level. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Bhadrachalam division fol-
lowing heavy rainfall over
the past few days.

Swollen streams flooded
causeways and low-lying
stretches of various roads
in Bhadrachalam Agency
snapping road link to a
couple of remote villages

Flood warning in Telangana (Godavari)
e River swelled to 47 ft (near 2nd warning). Flood duty officers deployed, low-lying areas cut

off.

along the Bhadradri Kotha-
gudem-Mulugu inter-dis-
trict border.

A flood control room
has been set up at the Inte-
grated Tribal Development
Agency (ITDA) headquar-
ters in Bhadrachalam to
constantly monitor the sit-

uation in the riverside vil-
lages and flood prone areas
in Bhadrachalam Agency.

According to official
sources, flood duty officers
have been positioned in
Bhadrachalam division as
per the flood contingency
plan.

e Relevance: Disaster management, river basin management, climate resilience



Over 4,000 trees
translocated from
parts of Amaravati

Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

In a major green initiative,
Amaravati Development
Corporation Limited
(ADCL) has translocated
over 4,000 trees from dif-
ferent parts of the Amara-
vati Capital Region, saving
them from infrastructure
development works. The
project, being implement-
ed along with an instant
tree nursery at Ananthava-
ram village, aims at pre-
serving decades-old trees
and replanting them in the
buffer zone.

According to ADCL da-
ta, the highest number of
trees moved are from the
Ficus species (2,200).

ADC chairperson and
MD Devarakonda Lakshmi
Parthasarathy said the
translocation involves
pruning tree branches to

Trees readied for translocation
in Amaravati.

reduce weight, applying
chemical treatment to the
cut surfaces, and digging
trenches around the root
systems. Following this,
the tap roots are cut, and
the entire root ball is pro-
tected with cloth or sheets
before being shifted to the
nursery. There, the trees
are placed in large bags
filled with potting mixtures
for protection.

Over 4,000 trees translocated in Amaravati

e Amaravati Development Corporation moved trees to nursery to save from infrastructure

work.

e Relevance: Environment conservation, urban planning, sustainable development



More questions than answers over higher deletions among women

DATA POINT ]

Areena Arora

granular ook at deletions

in the special intensive re-

vision (SIR} carried out by
the Election Commisson (EC) in
Bihar shows women electors sig
nificantly oatmunbered men in
the “permanently shifted” catego-
ry. This wend was more pro-
nounced among vounger volers
below the age of 40,

Following the Supreme Court's
directive, the BEC released the full
list of chose to 65 lakh deleted vo-
ters with reasons, In a previous Da-
tapoln in The Hindu, we found the
SIR resulted in deletions of around
7 lakh more female electors com:
pared 1o the rolls prepared as on
January §, 2025

We repeated this exercise to
ddentify constituencles with the
most defetions by ¢ Au
gust SIR rolls with pending enrol-
ments redeased by the Bihar Clief
Electoral Officer in mid-July 2025.
Table 1 shows the top nine As-
sembly constituencies with the
most defetions. It also mentions
the number of electors deleted
and exclusion reasons as a share,
according 1o daa shured on Au-
gust 17,

We had conjectured that higher
dedetions among women were due
1o higher illiteracy rates in Bihar
and the inability to Al enumera-
thon forms. But we found no corme
lation between illiteracy and exclu-
sion rates in Bilae's districts.

We went on to extract the Elec
tors Photo kdentity Card (EPIC) 1Ds
and the reasons for the deletions
of all electors for these top nine
ACs. Only the top nine ACs were
considered, as the EC has main-

certain “reason” and “age cobort™
categories. Table 2 looks ar gen-
der-wise and reason-wise patterns
among the exclusions in the top
nine ACs. While there was barely
any gender-difference among ex-
dusions pertaining to "not found”,
“enrolied elsewhere as well” and
“deceased” voters, there was a
stark difference in the “perma
nently shifted® category. Abowt
62.6% of those who were excluded
for this neason were wommen com
pared to 37.4% who were men.

When age cohorts were includ
od in the analysis, we found an
even  more  distinct  pattern,
Among the 1829 and 3049 age co-
horts, women outnumbered men
three to one and two to one, res-
pectively, in the list of exclusions
under the “permanently shifted™
category, with no such noticeable
differences among ather catego-
rles (Table 3). Which leads us 1o
the question, is the higher deletion
among women due to the exclu-
slon of younger, married women
who have shifted 10 other States?

Data from the 201t Census olf-
ers us pointers (Table 4). Nearly
17.7 lakh woren had shifted out of
Bihar due 1o marriage, in compark-
som 1o just around 43,000 men
who had done so. In contrast, 20.2
lakh men had shifted out of Bihar
due to work. In comparison, just
arcund L3 Lakh women had done
50. This Jed 1o migrant men (38.5
lakh)  outnumbering  women
(36,02 lakh) by around 2.5 lakh ov-
erall from the State. This gap
would have clearly Incressed in
the last 14 years, as we know that
muale migration for work has anly
incressed further,

That leaves the question — why
have more migrant women been
excluded from the SIR electoral
rolls? Is this because male electors
wha migrated over the years were
already excluded i the summary
revisgons in the previous years? Al-
50, what are the implications of ex-
chuding these migrants without
making sure that they are ensolled
as voters in other States? Willl this
Seadd 1o their disenfranchisement?

Married and migrated?

The data for the-tables were sourced from the Election Commussion, ceoetection bihar.gov in and the 2011 Census. Data for
Render sed reasons were soraped and converted from image PDF to spreadsheets asing OCR software

Tabde 11 The top nine ACs with the most deletions.
Huenber of olectars deteted and exclusion reasons as a
shavs, according 10 August 17 data
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The Election Commission (EC) of India carried out a special intensive revision (SIR) of

Findings: Far more women than men were deleted from the rolls, especially in the
“permanently shifted” category.

tamex the whole set of data in im-
age POFs, making it onerous 1o ex-
tract full information,
Alter parsing this data, we
found starker patterns in deletions
° ameng men and women across
Core Issue
°
voter lists in Bihar.
.
.

This trend was stronger among younger voters (below 40 years).

Key Findings
1. Magnitude of Deletions
Close to 65 lakh deletions recorded.
Women outnumbered men significantly in “permanently shifted” cases.
Example: In ACs (Assembly Constituencies) like AC101, AC120, AC54 - share of “shifted”

women voters was

>45%.

2. Reason-wise Patterns (Table 2)



Not found: Gender difference small.
Enrolled elsewhere: Balanced.
Deceased: Slight male dominance.
e Permanently shifted: 62.6% women vs 37.4% men — major gap (+25.2%).
3. Age Cohort Trends (Table 3)
e 18-29 and 30-49 years: Women outnumbered men in deletions under “permanently
shifted.”
o Difference largest in 18-29 cohort (+44.5%).
e Older cohorts (60-89 years): Male-female differences were smaller.
4. Migration Link (Table 4)
e 2011 Census: Among migrants in Bihar, women were far higher in “marriage-related”
migration.
e Marriage reason: 82 lakh women vs 17.7 lakh men (+96.3%).
o Suggests voter list deletions among women tied to marriage migration.

Analytical Concerns
o Transparency issue: Why disproportionately higher deletions of women, especially
younger ones?
e Marriage-related migration likely factor but still raises questions on procedural
fairness & data accuracy.
o EC’sresponsibility: Ensure that deletions don’t disenfranchise women voters unfairly.

Exam Relevance
GS Paper II - Governance & Polity
e Voter roll management, Election Commission reforms, women'’s political participation,
Article 326 (universal adult franchise).
GS Paper I - Society
e Gender dimension in migration (marriage vs work-related), demographic impact on
political participation.
BPSC/JPSC Relevance
o Bihar-specific electoral patterns, gender gaps in voter participation, linkage with migration
trends in Bihar.

In short: The article highlights how the EC’s voter roll revision in Bihar disproportionately
deleted women voters (esp. young and “permanently shifted”), possibly linked to marriage-related
migration, raising questions of fairness, gender equity, and transparency in electoral processes.



Global solar alliance
plans to establish
research hub in India

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

By the end of the year, the
International Solar Al-
liance (ISA) will set up 17
centres of excellence in as
many countries, and going
ahead, establish a Global
Capability Centre (GCC) in
India, akin to a “Silicon Val-
ley for solar”, Ashish Khan-
na, director general, ISA,
said at lecture here on
Wednesday.

These 17 centres, which
Mr. Khanna did not dis-
close, will provide testing,
lab training, and a “start-
up ecosystem” in “Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-like” universities, and
the GCC would act as a
“hub” connecting all these
centres, Mr. Khanna said at
an event organised by
think tank The Energy and
Resources Institute, ad-
ding, “Those 17 could soon

Core News

e The International Solar Alliance (ISA) will set up 17 Centres of Excellence worldwide

by year-end.

e Additionally, ISA will establish a Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India, envisioned as a

“Silicon Valley for solar.”

rise to 50 as several coun-
tries are looking to India to
improve their human
capability.”

The ISA is a collabora-
tive body set up by India
and France, conceptual-
ised on the sidelines of the
climate Conference of Par-
ties in 2015 in Paris. It is
headquartered in Guru-
gram, Haryana, and has a
membership of around
100 countries.

“Several countries are
looking to engineers from
India to supply the vital hu-
man capital necessary to
implement solar projects.
This includes digital ten-
ders, operation and main-
tenance and all the reskill-
ing that is needed in the
world,” he added.

India has cumulatively
installed about 119 giga-
watts (GW) of solar capaci-
ty as of July 2025, accord-
ing to official estimates.



Key Points
1. Centres of Excellence
o Will provide:
= Testing facilities
= Lab training
= A “start-up ecosystem” similar to IIT-like institutions.
o Aimed at boosting solar R&D and human capital.
2. Global Capability Centre (GCC) in India
o Will serve as a “hub” connecting all centres of excellence.
o Focus on innovation, collaboration, and linking global solar expertise.
3. ISA Background
o Jointinitiative by India & France, conceptualised during the 2015 Paris Climate
Conference (COP21).
o Headquarters: Gurugram, Haryana.
o Membership: ~100 countries.
4. India’s Solar Progress
o Installed capacity: 119 GW as of July 2025.
o Several countries seeking Indian engineers for skills in digital tenders, operation,
and maintenance of solar projects.

Exam Relevance
GS Paper II - International Relations
o [SA as a multilateral institution; India’s leadership in climate diplomacy.
GS Paper III - Environment & Economy
e Renewable energy expansion, Paris Climate Agreement commitments, sustainable
development.
Prelims Focus Points
e ISA: India-France initiative, HQ in Gurugram.
e [ISA membership ~100 countries.
e India’s solar capacity: 119 GW (July 2025).
e New GCC to act like a “Silicon Valley for Solar” in India.

In short: ISA will establish 17 Centres of Excellence globally and a Global Capability Centre in
India to drive solar innovation, training, and start-up support. India, already at 119 GW solar
capacity, is positioning itself as the global hub of solar R&D and manpower.



Lok Sabha clears Bill that
bans real money gaming

The Bill targets companies offering fantasy sports and card games in which, according to the IT

Minister, ‘lifetime savings evaporate’; Speaker Om Birla says the ‘good Bill'is in ‘national interest’

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha
T passed the Promo-
tion and Regulation

of Online Gaming Bill,
2025, by a voice vote on
Wednesday.

The Bill seeks “to prohi-
bit the offering, operation,
facilitation, advertisement,
promotion and participa-
tion in online money
games”, targeting firms
that offer fantasy sports
and card games where us-
ers can deposit and risk
money.

Speaker Om Birla urged
MPs to unite around the
Bill and IT Minister Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw referred to
cross-party support for the
goal of the proposed law.
“This is a good Bill. We are
seeing suicides and fami-
lies getting destroyed every
day [due to these plat-
forms] ... Bringing such a
Bill is in the national inter-
est,” Mr. Birla said.

“[TThe lack of a cohe-
rent and enabling legal fra-
mework has hindered the
sector’s structured deve-
lopment and the promo-
tion of responsible gaming
practices, requiring urgent
policy intervention and
support mechanisms,” the
Bill’s introduction said.

Core News

Sweeping
measures

&
The Promotionand 7}, #
Regulation of
Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 prohibits
offering, operation,
facilitation,
advertisement,
promotion

online money games

= ‘Real money gaming’ refers to
platforms such as Dream11 and
PokerBaazi where players risk
their money for winnings

and panicipam "/

between games of chance and

all “online money gaming”

= The Bill makes the distinction

skill irrelevant, as it seeks to ban

® The industry has argued that
fantasy games are those of

‘skill’ and cannot be regulated by

States as gambling

revenues exceeding ¥31,000
crores and that it employs over
two lakh people

= The industry says it has annual

PUNISHMENTS

= The Bill proposes
imprisonment up to
three years and/or
fine of up to %1 crore
for entities offering
or facilitating online
money gaming

= The Bill also seeks to
prohibit advertisement
¥ related to online money
games and bars banks
and financial institutions
from transferring funds
for any of such games

® Advertising can attract
imprisonment up to two
years and/or fine up to
350 lakh. Facilitating
financial transactions
can lead to imprisonment
up to three years and/or
fine up to 31 crore

The Bill provides for the
creation of an authority
that will promote e-sports,
which the government is
keen to develop as a crea-
tive and recreational indus-
try. “[T]he parallel prolifer-
ation of online money
games ... offering mone-
tary returns against user
deposits has led to serious
social, financial, psycho-
logical and public health
harmes...,” it added.
“Online money games
have become a matter of
great concern in our socie-
ty,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.
“Many people get addict-

ed, lifetime savings evapo-
rate in games, and with the
algorithms in use, there
may be untold levels of
fraud and cheating,” he
added.

The Bill was not re-
leased in draft form for
consultation. Mr. Vaishnaw
said it did not make sense
to open a prohibition law
up for consultation and
pointed out that the go-
vernment had been engag-
ing with the real money
gaming industry for years.
“There is political unanim-
ity on the problem of on-
line money gaming,” he

said. “A political call had to
be taken on what had to be
done,” Union IT Secretary
S. Krishnan told The Hin-
du. “The industry has been
saying that they wanted
clarity on how they should
be regulated... So that clar-
ity has been provided.”

The Bill may face push-
back from the industry. “If
passed in its current form,
the Bill is likely to face a
constitutional challenge on
grounds of trade restric-
tion and legislative compe-
tence,” Vidushpat Singha-
nia, managing partner at
Krida Legal, said.

e Lok Sabha has passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025, by

voice vote.

e The Bill bans real money gaming, including fantasy sports and card games where users
deposit and risk money.



e Punishment: Up to 3 years imprisonment and/or X1 crore fine for violators.

Key Provisions
1. Prohibition Scope
o Bans offering, operating, advertising, facilitating, promoting, or participating
in online money games.
o Targets companies like Dream11, PokerBaazi etc.
2. Distinction Made
o Games of chance vs. games of skill distinction considered irrelevant — all online
money games banned.
o Industry’s argument: fantasy sports are skill-based and should not be treated as
gambling.
3. Authority Creation
o Aregulatory authority to promote e-sports and support gaming as a creative and
recreational industry.
4. Penalties
o Imprisonment up to 3 years and/or X1 crore fine for companies.
o Advertising ban: up to 2 years in jail and/or X50 lakh fine.
o Financial institutions barred from processing funds for online money gaming.
5. Rationale
o Industry growth led to serious social, financial, psychological harms (suicides,
addiction, financial losses).
o IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw: urgent need to curb exploitation where “lifetime
savings evaporate.”

Issues & Criticism
o Bill was not released in draft form — no industry consultation.
e Concerns of constitutional challenge: may violate trade freedom & legislative
competence.
e Industry cites 131,000 crore revenue and 2 lakh jobs, warns of economic impact.

Exam Relevance
GS Paper II - Polity & Governance
e Regulation of online gaming, legislative competence, trade restrictions vs. public interest.
e Role of Parliament in balancing freedom of trade (Art. 19(1)(g)) with restrictions under
Art. 19(6).
GS Paper III - Economy & Social Issues
o Digital economy regulation, social harm of online gambling, fintech oversight.
e Addiction & public health concerns.
Prelims Key Points
o Bill name: Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025.
e Punishment: Up to 3 years jail, X1 crore fine.
e Ban includes: fantasy sports, card games, money deposit-based games.
o Authority: To promote e-sports (separate from money gaming).

In short: Parliament has passed a Bill banning real money online gaming to address suicides,
fraud, and financial harm, with heavy penalties for companies and advertisers. While pitched as
being in “national interest,” the move faces likely constitutional and industry pushback due to
its economic impact and trade restriction concerns.



India successfully test-fires Agni-5
intermediate-range ballistic missile

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India on Wednesday suc-
cessfully test-fired its inter-
mediate-range  ballistic
missile Agni-5 from the In-
tegrated Test Range at
Chandipur, Odisha.

In a statement, the De-
fence Ministry said the
launch validated all opera-
tional and technical pa-
rameters and was conduct-
ed under the aegis of the
Strategic Forces Com-
mand. “The intermediate-
range ballistic missile Ag-
ni-5 was successfully test-
fired from Chandipur on
August 20. The launch vali-
dated all operational and
technical parameters,” the
Ministry said.

Core News

The missile tested on
Wednesday was a variant
of Agni-5, India’s intercon-
tinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) with a range of
5,000 km. Designed by the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO), the system has
been developed keeping in
view the country’s security
requirements.

Previous trial

The previous trial of Agni-5
was conducted on March
11, 2024, when the DRDO
successfully tested the mis-
sile equipped with Multiple
Independently Targetable
Re-entry Vehicle technolo-
gy, allowing it to strike mul-
tiple targets with a single
launch.

The intermediate-range Agni-5 missile was test-fired from the
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. FILE PHOTO

o India successfully test-fired its Agni-5 intermediate-range ballistic missile from the
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha on August 20.
e The test was conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command.

Key Details
1. About Agni-5

o Designed by DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organisation).
o Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) with a range of 5,000 km.
o Developed for India’s long-term security requirements.
2. Technology Features
o Equipped with MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicle)
technology.
o Allows a single missile to strike multiple targets simultaneously.
3. Purpose of the Test
o Tovalidate operational and technical parameters.
o Confirms readiness of missile systems under real-world conditions.

4. Previous Trial

o Conducted on March 11, 2024.
o Successfully tested Agni-5’s MIRV capability.

Exam Relevance

GS Paper III - Security & Defence




o Strategic Forces Command role.
e India’s missile development under Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme
(IGMDP).
e MIRV technology and its implications for deterrence capability.
Prelims Key Points
e Agni-5range: ~5,000 km.
o Testlocation: Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, Odisha.
o Developed by: DRDO.
e Technology: MIRV-enabled ICBM.

In short: India has once again validated its Agni-5 missile system, confirming MIRV capability
and strengthening its strategic deterrence posture with a successful test from Odisha.
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