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Help EC bring back deleted voters: SC to parties

Court says voters can file objections online; they
can use Aadhaar or any other valid documents

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday directed

political  parties
contesting the Bihar As-
sembly election to help the
Election Commission (EC)
bring back voters left out of
the draft electoral roll pu-
hlished as part of the ongo-
ing special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) exercise.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi directed State party
chiefs to instruct their
booth-level agents to assist
excluded voters file their
claims and objections for
inclusion in the rofls,

The court order con-
veyed a sense of urgency,
with barely over a week left
before the claims-and-ob-
jections stage of the SIR
ends on September 1.

The court clarified that
voters can file their claims
and objec online ina
hid to save . Excluded

voters can either attach
their Aadhaar card, as per-
mitted by the SC, or any of
the U indicative docu-
ments listed by the EC, as
proof of identity and resi-
dence, with their claims.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sihal, representing  the
RID, urged the court o ex-
tend the deadline beyond
September 1,

Justice Kant asked the
EC to “examine” this as-
pect if there was an “over-
whelming response” from
excluded voters

Justice Bagehi remarked
that with the inclusion of
Aadhaar as a relevant doc-
ument in the claims-and-
chjections stage, the EC
may need more time
complete the verification
of the pleas filed for inclu-
sion in the electoral roll.

‘Why a distance’

At one point, the court
seemned to blame the polit-
ical parties for not taking
the initiative to assist the

Bench directs parties and their booth-level
agents to assist excluded voters in the process

We are surprised
why the parties

are not doing anything..

Why

voters, and for bringing
things to such a pass at the
eleventh hour.

“We are surprised why
the parties are not doing
anything. Political workers
are the best persons in ru-
ral areas and villages. Why
is there a distance berween
the people and the local
paolitical workers?” Justice
Kant asked.

The EC, represented by
senior advocate  Rakesh
Dwivedi, criticised political
parties for taking a contrar-
ian view about the SIR. He
assured the court that no
eligible voter would be left

5 there a distance

between the people
and the local
political workers?
JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Sugweme Cour Judge

out  of the electoral
process.

“Political parties have
1.6 lakh BLAs. Each BLA
can verify 10 excluded
names on the list. That
would be 16 lakh names a
day. [t will take only five
tlays for BLAS o verify the
list. This is in addition o
individual excluded voters
also coming forward to file
claims,” Mr. Dwivedi said,
conveying the EC's opti-
mism in court,

He said thar 84,305
claims have been initiated
so far. Over 2.5 lakh new
vorers who have recently

reached the age of 18 in Bi-
har have come forward to
join the electors’ ranks, sig-
nalling the groundswell w
Jjoin the electoral process,
“Paolitical parties merely
raise hue and cry to serve
their political ends... Politi-
cal parties could appoint
more BLAs, but they will
not,” Mr. Dwivedi said, ex-
pressing the poll body's
disappointment with the
conduct of the parties.

‘Parties can assist EC’
The Bench said that claims
and objections may not
come from all the 65 lakh
excluded voters, It quoted
the EC's figures that 22 lakh
among the 65 lakh were
dead, while 36 lakh had
migrated out of Bihar, and
eight lakh were duplicate
entries on the roll. “So, itis
Jjust that names from the
migrated 36 lakh have to
come  forward  with
claims,” Justice Kant sum-
marised.

“Political parties could

. SC to Political Parties on Bihar Electoral Roll Revision

GS Paper II - Polity & Governance
e The Supreme Court directed political parties to assist the Election Commission (EC) in

including 65 lakh excluded voters during Bihar’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls.

e Aadhaar and 11 other documents can be used as valid ID proofs.

play a role in assisting the
EC. They could verify the
names, The Chief Election
Commissioner had held a
press conference inviting
political parties, mass or-
ganisations, etc, to assist
the EC” Mr.  Dwivedi
appealed.

The court impleaded
the parties as respondents,
issued notice and directed
status reports to be filed on
September 8, the next date
of hearing.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, inter-
vening on hehalf of voters'
groups from Bihar, objeet-
ed to the emphasis on “mi-
nutiae” when the very le-
gality of the SIR process
was under dispute in the
top court.

“All this minutiae is be-
ing presented as if the en-
tire SIR is legal, There is no
legal basis for filing enum-
eration forms. One day
they will come in Delhi
with pre-filled enumera-
tion forms,” Mr. Sankaran-

e EC claimed that many deletions were due to death, migration, or duplication.
SC stressed that the process must remain “voter-friendly.”
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It says party workers are best placed to help people,
questions the distance between parties and voters

arayanan ohjected.

TJustice Kant replied thar
larger questions would be
looked into later on.

“Voter-friendly’

Mr. Sibal and senior advo-
cate AM. Singhvi, appear-
ing for several other Oppo-
sition  parties, including
the Congress, said the pre-
sent litigation was “not
about BLAs, but the rights
of the ordinary voters of
Bihar™.

Justice Kant made a
brief comment that “the
entire exercise should be
voter-friendly”.

Advocates Prashant
Bhushan and Neha Rathi,
for the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, coun-
tered the EC's submission
that only two claims and
objections had been re-
ceived through the BLAS so
far.

“BLAs are not being per-
milteij to submit objec-
tions," Mr. Bhushan sub-
mitted.



Forest rights of tribals not settled
for Great Nicobar project: council

Tribal representatives’ body complains to Minister; says Andaman and Nicobar administration gave a false’ report to Centre
stating that tribespeople’s rights under FRA were settled with regard to diversion of forest land for the ¥72,000-cr. project

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

he Andaman and
T Nicobar Islands ad-
ministration made

a false representation to
the Centre claiming that
rights of the tribal people
under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006, had been “iden-
tified and settled”, which
eventually led to forest
clearances being granted
for the ¥72,000-crore me-
ga infrastructure project
on the Great Nicobar Is-
lands, a council represent-
ing the Nicoharese has said
in a complaint to Union Mi-
nister of Tribal Affairs Jual
Oram.

The proposed Great Ni-
cobar Island Project will in-
clude a transshipment
port, an airport, a power
plant, and a township.

Local tribespeople had
raised several concerns, in-
cluding the diversion of
nearly 13,075 hectares of
forest land for the project
and its impact on vulnera-
ble groups in the area.

Soon after taking charge

The proposed project on the islands will include a transshipment
port, an airport, a power plant, and a township. ISTOCKPHOTO

in 2024, Mr. Oram told The
Hindu that his Ministry
would look into the issues
raised by them.

Earlier this year, he said
their concerns are “being
examined”, without going
into the details.

Certificate issued

“In the last two months,
we have found that the ad-
ministration in A&NI is-
sued a certificate in 2022
saying the FRA rights were
identified and settled, and
that the consent for diver-
sion of forest land was ta-
ken only after this” a
member of the Tribal
Council of Little Nicobar

and Great Nicobar told The
Hindu on Friday.

The council is the key
representative body of the
Nicobarese on the islands,
and has been interacting
with the administration on
various issues.

The council, in a letter
to Mr. Oram dated July 21,
clarified that it had not gi-
ven its consent for the pro-
ject. “We write to you toin-
form that the process of
settlement of forest rights
under the FRA has not
even been initiated. There-
fore, there is no question
of forest rights being set-
tled.” The council said it
had recently been made

Forest Rights Not Settled in Great Nicobar Project
GS Paper IlII - Environment & Tribal Issues

e The X72,000-crore Great Nicobar Island Project (port, airport, township, power plant) is

under dispute.

e Tribal Council of Nicobarese accused the A&N administration of falsely claiming Forest

Rights Act (FRA) compliance.

e FRArequires rights settlement and Gram Sabha consent before forest diversion, but

consent procedures remain disputed.
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aware of an August 2022
“certificate”, issued by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Nicobar  District  that
claimed the opposite.
According to this forest
diversion certificate under
the FRA issued on August
18, 2022, a copy of which
was seen by The Hindu, the
administration said: “The
complete process for iden-
tification and settlement of
rights under the FRA has
been carried out for the en-
tire protected forest area of
121.87 sq. km. and deemed
forest of 8.8 sq. km. falling
under the project.”
However, as reported by
The Hindu earlier, the Un-
ion Territory administra-
tion has told the Ministry
in its monthly reports that
it need not implement the
FRA on the islands as the
forests there are already
protected under the Pro-
tection of  Aboriginal
Tribes Act of 1956 (PATS56).
While the PATS56 gives
the administrator of the is-
lands full authority to div-
ert forest land, the FRA al-
lows such diversion only

after rights are first settled
and then consent is taken
from the Gram Sabhas con-
cerned. It was not clear if
the diversion of forest land
for the project was made
under the FRA or PATS6.

The Centre has main-
tained that due process
was tollowed for getting
clearances. A Gram Sabha
meeting held on August 12,
2022, had consented to the
diversion of forest land, it
said. However, the council
says the Nicobarese of
Great Nicobar were not
part of the meeting.

‘Exploring options’

A council member who
spoke to The Hindu on con-
dition of anonymity said,
“We are waiting for the Mi-
nister to reply. If it does
not come, we will see what
other options are available
to us.” The member said
the council's complaint
was marked delivered by
the post office on July 30,
adding that it had also sent
an email to Mr. Oram'’s of-
fice but was yet to get a res-
ponse.

TTeTd SUTe BT SR AT |

« FRA & 3UR UTHTHT &1 TgHd 9 BRI &1 fAuerT sif+ard §, e a8l g uftrar dfg

gl



NITI Aayog report
recommends model
policy for homestays

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The NITI Aayog’s report on
“Rethinking Homestays:
Navigating Policy Path-
ways”, released in New
Delhi on Friday, aims at ad-
vancing a framework that
States can adopt to harmo-
nise regulations and esta-
blish an inclusive homes-
tay ecosystem in the
country.

The planning body be-
lieves that alternative ac-
commodation such as
homestays is an opportuni-
ty with immense economic
potential that can help in
promoting sustainable
growth of India’s tourism
sector. The report offers a
“strategic road map” to un-
lock the potential of hom-
estays and Bed and Break-
fast (BnB) providers in

India’s tourism landscape.

NITI Aayog said in a
statement that the report
draws insights from aggre-
gators, hosts, and policy-
makers and highlights the
role of homestays in offer-
ing travellers “culturally
immersive experiences”
while fostering local entre-
preneurship and employ-
ment generation. “It em-

phasises the need for
light-touch, transparent
regulatory  frameworks

that ensure the safety of
tourists and homeowners,
protect heritage, and sup-
port inclusive, sustainable
economic growth,” it said.

The panel also recom-
mended financial incen-
tives for promoting tou-
rism at the destination
level rather than focusing
solely on individual hom-
estay amenities.

NITI Aayog Report on Homestays

GS Paper III - Economy & Tourism
e Reporttitled Rethinking Homestays suggests model policy for harmonised regulation.
e Homestays can drive local entrepreneurship, employment, and cultural tourism.
e Recommends light regulation, financial incentives at destination level.
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UN declares famine in Gaza, blames
Israel for ‘systematic aid obstruction’

Famine is aftecting 500000 people in the Gaza governorate, which covers about a fifth of the Palestinian territory, says

Rome-based Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Initiative; Israel’s Defence Minister threatens to destroy Gaza City

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

he UN officially de-
T clared a famine in
Gaza on Friday,

blaming “systematic ob-
struction of aid” by Israel,
hours after Defence Minis-
ter Israel Katz threatened
to destroy the territory’s
largest city.

Israel rejected the UN-
backed report as “based on
Hamas lies laundered
through organisations with
vested interests”.

Hamas urged the UN
and UN Security Council to
“stop the war and lift the
siege”, calling for unres-
tricted access for food,
medicine, water and fuel.

The Rome-based Inte-
grated Food Security Phase
Classification Initiative
(IPC) said famine was af-
fecting 500,000 people in
the Gaza governorate,
which covers about a fifth
of the Palestinian territory

Unending wait: A child surrounded by pots, waiting to get food

from a charity kitchen in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Thursday. REUTERS

including Gaza City.

Israel has pressed ahead
with plans to seize Gaza Ci-
ty despite an international
outcry, saying it is key to
defeating Hamas.

The TPC projected that
the famine would expand
to Deir el-Balah and Khan

UN Declares Famine in Gaza

GS Paper Il - International Relations / GS Paper III - Food Security
e UN officially declared famine in Gaza, blaming obstruction of aid by Israel.
e 5lakh people affected (20% of Gaza population).
e Israel rejected the report as “Hamas propaganda.”
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Yunis governorates by the
end of September, cover-
ing around two-thirds of
Gaza.

With the vast majority
of the territory’s popula-
tion displaced at least
once, the UN said nearly a
million people currently

live in Gaza governorate.

UN agencies and aid
groups had warned for
months of a looming fa-
mine in Gaza, where Israel
has severely restricted aid
and at times completely
cut it off during its nearly
two-year war with militant
group Hamas.

UN aid chief Tom Fletch-
er said the famine was en-
tirely preventable, saying
food could not get through
to the Palestinian territory
“because of systematic ob-
struction by Israel”.

War crime

UN human rights chief
Volker Turk said it was “a
war crime to use starvation
as a method of warfare”
and said it “may also
amount to the war crime of
wilful killing”.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres called for
a ceasefire, saying: “We
cannot allow this situation
to continue with impuni-

ty.” “After 22 months of re-
lentless conflict, over halfa
million people in the Gaza
Strip are facing catastroph-
ic conditions characterised
by starvation, destitution
and death,” the IPC report
said.

In early March, Israel
completely banned aid
from Gaza for two months,
leading to severe shortages
of food, medicines and
fuel.

Speaking earlier on Fri-
day, Mr. Katz warned: “The
gates of hell will open
upon the heads of Hamas’s
murderers and rapists in
Gaza — until they agree to
Israel’s conditions for end-
ing the war, primarily the
release of all hostages and
their disarmament.”

“If they do not agree,
Gaza, the capital of Hamas,
will become Rafah and Beit
Hanoun,” he added, refer-
ring to two cities in Gaza
largely razed during pre-
vious Israeli operations.
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[ran and European trio to meet
as snapback sanctions loom

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran will meet with Britain,
France and Germany on its
nuclear programme next
week, the parties said Fri-
day, as the European pow-
ers warned Tehran to en-
gage swiftly to avoid
snapback sanctions.

Iran suspended cooper-
ation with the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in July in the wake
of its 12-day war with Is-
rael, citing the UN nuclear
watchdog’s failure to con-
demn Israeli and U.S.
strikes on its nuclear
facilities.

The European trio —
parties to the landmark
2015 Iran nuclear deal —

Iran suspended
cooperation with
IAEA in July in the
wake of its 12-day
war with Israel

have threatened to trigger
a “snapback mechanism”
by the end of August.

The move would reim-
pose sweeping UN sanc-
tions lifted under the 2015
agreement unless Iran
agrees to curb its uranium
enrichment and restore
cooperation with TAEA
inspectors.

“It was agreed that
Iran’s talks with the three
European countries and
the European Union would

Iran and European trio to meet as snapback sanctions loom

English Summary

continue next Tuesday at
the level of Deputy Foreign
Ministers,” Iran’s foreign
ministry said after a phone
call between Foreign Mi-
nister Abbas Araghchi and
senior European diplo-
mats. France confirmed
the talks and cautioned
that Iran faced a narrowing
window of time.

“We have just made an
important call to our Ira-
nian counterpart regarding
the nuclear programme
and the sanctions against
Iran that we are preparing
to reimpose,” said French
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot on X, noting he was
joined on the call by his
British and German coun-
terparts and the EU’s top
diplomat.

e Iran will meet Britain, France, and Germany next week to discuss its nuclear programme.

e Iran suspended cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in July
after its 12-day war with Israel, protesting IAEA’s failure to condemn Israeli & U.S. strikes.

e The European powers warned Iran that unless it resumes cooperation and curbs uranium
enrichment, a “snapback mechanism” could be triggered by end of August.

e This would reimpose UN sanctions lifted under the 2015 nuclear deal.

e France confirmed that Iran faces a narrowing window of time, stressing that sanctions will
return unless Iran complies.

Relevance for UPSC/BPSC/JPSC (GS Paper II - International Relations):

e Global nuclear non-proliferation issues.

e Role of IAEA and UN sanctions.

o West Asia geopolitics: Iran-Israel conflict, European diplomacy.
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China calls for regional solidarity
ahead of SCO summit in Tianjin

Vighnesh P. Venkitesh
BEIING

It is important to have re-
gional solidarity amid tur-
bulence in international
landscape, China said on
Friday as it prepared to
host heads of states and in-
ternational organisations
for the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit in Tianjin on Au-
gust 31 and September 1.
Chinese President Xi
Jinping will chair the sum-
mit, which is expected to
be attended by a host of
world leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Shehbaz Sharif, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, and UN

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.

Briefing reporters about
the summit, China’s Assis-
tant Foreign Minister Liu
Bin said it will follow new
visions to overcome “cultu-
ral wars and cold war men-
tality”, while looking into
new measures to advance
development, maintain se-
curity, and promote pros-
perity. The meeting, host-
ing more than 20 world
leaders, comes against the
backdrop of uncertainties
in global trade, triggered
by the tariffs imposed by
U.S. President Donald
Trump.

“In today’s world, out-
dated mindsets of hegemo-
nism and power politics
still have influence, with

certain countries attempt-
ing to prioritise their own
interests above others, se-
riously threatening world
peace and stability,” Mr.
Liu said without naming
any specific country while
emphasising on the need
to strengthen regional
cooperation.

The SCO aims at stabili-
ty to foster lasting peace,
harmony, and friendship
while addressing uncer-
tainties in international en-
vironment, Mr. Liu said,
adding that the summit
will focus on practising
multilateralism and safe-
guarding regional stability.

(The writer is in Beijing
at an invitation from the
China Public Diplomacy
Association)



China calls for regional solidarity ahead of SCO summit in Tianjin
English Summary
e China emphasized the importance of regional solidarity amid global turbulence ahead of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Tianjin (Aug 31-Sep 1).
e The summit will be chaired by President Xi Jinping and attended by leaders including PM
Narendra Modi, Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif, Russian President Vladimir Putin, and
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.
e China’s Assistant Foreign Minister Liu Bin said the summit would:
o Work to overcome “cultural wars and cold war mentality.”
o Focus on advancing development, security, and prosperity.
o Address uncertainties in global trade (esp. tariffs by the U.S.).
e Liu criticised unnamed countries prioritising self-interest over global stability.
e The SCO aims to promote peace, harmony, friendship, and multilateral cooperation
while safeguarding regional security.
Relevance for UPSC/BPSC/JPSC (GS Paper II - International Relations):
e Role of SCO in regional geopolitics.
e China’s leadership in multilateral institutions.
e India’s participation in Eurasian regional groupings.
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Decades after 1971 conflict, Pak. woos
Bangladesh as India watches closely

Bangladesh is hosting Pakistan’s Foreign and Trade Ministers in Dhaka, signalling a cautious thaw in ties; but calls for an apology over the 1971 killings

and scars remain obstacles to reconciliation; the move carries major implications for India. which has long counted Bangladesh as a key partner

ence F ¢-Presse
DHARA

ecades after Pakis-
l) tani troops killed
his friends in Ban-

gladesh’s  independence
war, veteran freedom fight-
er Syed Abu Naser Buk-
htear Ahmed eyes warm-
ing ties berween Dhaka
and Islamabad with cau-
tious pragmatism.
Bangladesh is hosting
the Foreign Minister and
trade envoy this week, its
most senior Pakistani visi-
tors in years, in a bid to re-
set relations scarred by the
bloody 1971 conflict and
shaped by shifting regional

power balances.
“The brutality was un-
bounded,” said  Mr.

Ahmed, 79, a banker, de-
scribing the war in which
east Pakistan broke away
to form Bangladesh.

Hundreds of thousands
were killed — Bangladeshi
estimates say millions
and Pakistan’s military was
accused of widespread
atrocities.

“I would have loved to
see the responsible people
tried — the ones who killed
six of my friends,” Mr.
Ahmed said.

“I don’t mind normalis-
ing relations with those
who opposed the war, but
were not directly involved
in the atrocities
committed.”

Contact between the
two Muslim-majority na-
tions was long limited to lit-

People celebrate at a government-organised event in Dhaka on August 5, marking the first anniversary
of the overthrow of the Sheikh Hasina regime. s

tle more than cultural ties:
a shared love of cricket,
music, and Pakistan's
prized cotton used to make
the flowing trousers and
shirt known as shalwar
kameez.

Bangladesh instead
leaned heavily on India,
which almost encircles the
country of 170 million
people.

‘Watching closely’
However, a mass uprising
in Dhaka last year that top-
pled longtime India ally
Sheikh Hasina has strained
ties with New Delhi and
opened the door for dia-
logue with Islamabad.
Pakistan’s Commerce
Minister Jam Kamal Khan

arrived in Dhaka on Thurs-
day, and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar is expected on
Saturday.

Analysts say India,
which fought a four-day
conflict with Pakistan in
May, will be watching
closely.

“Bangladesh had been
one of India’s closest
partners in its neighbour-
hood, and now it is flirting
with India’s Chief Adver-
sary,” said Michael Kugel-
man, a U.S.-based analyst.

The last time a Pakistani
Foreign Minister visited
Dhaka was in 2012, accord-
ing o Bangladeshi
newspapers.

Pakistan and Bangla-
desh began sea trade last

year, expanding govern-
ment-to-government com-
merce in February.

“It is the emergence of a
new strategic equation -
one that reduces Indian in-
fluence and instead streng-
thens a cooperative axis
between Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh,” Azeem Khalid, a
New York-based interna-
tional relations expert,
said.

“If sustained, this evolu-
tion has the potential to
reshape South Asia’s geo-
political and economic
order.”

Bangladesh’s interim go-
vernment, led by Nobel
Peace laureate Muham-
mad Yunus, is furious that
Ms. Hasina fled to India

and has defied a summons
to answer charges amount-

ing to crimes against
humanity.
“Under Yunus, there

have been a number of
high-level meetings, trade
relations have expanded,
the two countries have
agreed to relax visa rules
and there has even been
some limited military
cooperation,” said analyst
Thomas Kean from the In-
ternational Crisis Group.

‘Wound remains open’
Still, reconciliation faces
obstacles.

Calls for Pakistan to
apologise for the 1971 kill-
ings remain popular in
Bangladesh, but foreign
policy expert Qamar Chee-
ma believes it is unlikely Is-
lamabad will oblige.

“Pakistan’s engagement
with Bangladesh is only
possible if Bangladesh
does not bring historical
animosity in re-establish-
ing ties”, said Mr. Cheema,
from Islamabad’s Sanober
Institute.

“Bangladesh always de-
manded an apology, which
(Pakistan) never provided
— and even today, doesn't
have any such intentions.”

Dhaka’s Foreign Affairs
adviser, Mohammad Tou-
hid Hossain, asked if Ban-
gladesh would raise the is-
sue of a public apology,
saying that “all issues will
be on the table”.

Bangladesh courts have
sentenced several people

for “genocide” during the
1971 war, accusing them of
aiding Pakistani forces in
the ethnic cleansing of
Bengalis.

“As long as the wound
remains open, the relation-
ship cannot be sustaina-
ble,” said anthropologist
Sayeed Ferdous from Dha-
ka's Jahangirnagar
University.

Others strike a more ba-
lanced tone.

“From a victim's per-
spective, T can't accept a
warming of bilateral rela-
tions before Pakistan
meets certain conditions,”
said Bangladeshi academic
Meghna  Guhathakurta,
whose father was killed by
Pakistani troops.

She said Islamabad
“should make all informa-
tion related to the war
public™.

However, the retired in-
ternational relations pro-
fessor from Dhaka Univer-
sity also accepted that it
was “natural to have trade
relations with Pakistan”,
and acknowledged the “ge-
opolitical dimensions”.

With elections in Febru-
ary, when Yunus's admi-
nistration will hand over
power, relations could shift
once again.

“If the next government
is prepared to patch up ties
with India — and Delhi is
willing to reciprocate —
then the surge in ties with
Islamabad could become a
casualty,” Mr. Kugelman
said.

Decades after 1971 conflict, Pakistan woos Bangladesh as India watches closely
English Summary
e Background: The 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War created deep hostility between Dhaka
and Islamabad due to atrocities committed by Pakistan’s military. Millions were Kkilled, and

demands for an apology for “genocide” remain unresolved.

e Current Development: Pakistan’s Foreign and Trade Ministers are visiting Dhaka — the
highest-level visit in years — signaling cautious pragmatism to reset ties.
o Bangladesh’s Position: Bangladesh has long leaned on India as a close ally, but shifting
regional geopolitics are prompting Dhaka to cautiously engage Pakistan.
o Challenges:
o Bangladesh seeks acknowledgment/apology for 1971 atrocities, which Pakistan has
resisted.
Public memory of the war remains strong; reconciliation is limited.
o India is watching closely, as Dhaka is considered a critical partner in South Asia’s
balance of power.

o Implications for India:



e Legacy of 1971 war in shaping geopolitics.

Any thaw in Bangladesh-Pakistan ties could impact India’s strategic leverage in the

region.

India remains Bangladesh’s closest partner, but new dynamics in trade, security,
and diplomacy could complicate equations.
Relevance for UPSC/BPSC/JPSC (GS Paper II - International Relations, GS Paper I - Modern
History linkages):

o India’s strategic interests in South Asia.

e Diplomacy vs. historical memory in international relations.
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South Korea must navigate the “Trump risk’ at key summits in Japan and U.S.

Associated Press
SEOUL

South Korea's President
Lee Jae Myung faces a pivo-
tal foreign policy test bare
ly two months after taking
office, with back-to-back
summits in Tokye and
Washington that reflect the
wider struggle of U.S. allies
o navigate Donald
Trump’s unilateral push to
redefine postwar orders on
trade,  security, and
alliances.

The meetings come af-
ter Secul and Tokyo
reached trade deals with
Washington that spared
them from the Trump ad-
ministration’s highest ta
riffs, but only after pledg:
ing billions of dollars in
new US, investments,

™
K

Mr. Trump's transac
tonal approach with long-
standing  allies  extends
beyond trade to security
and has fueled fears in
South Korea that he will
demand higher payvments
to support the LS. troop
presence in the country,
even as he pussibly seeks
to scale back America’s
military footprint there to
focus on China

What is at stuke

The looming concerns
about a U.S. retreat in lea-
dership and security com-
mitments come as South
Korea and Japan confront
growing cooperation bet-
ween their nuctear-armed
adversaries, North Korea
and Russia, partners in the
war in Ukraine and in ef-

forts 1o break kolation and
evade sanctions.

A day after confurming
his Auguest 25 summit with
Mr. Trump, Mr. Lee’s office
announced he will visit Ja
pan on August 2324 to
meet Prime Minister Shige:
ru Ishiba, a rare diplomatic
setup that underscores
how Mr. Trump s drawing
closer to two often-feuding
neighbours

The meeting in Tokyo of
Mr. Lee and Mr. Ishiba is
largely about projecting
leverage as the countries
seek to coordinate their
respunse to Mr. Trump,
said Choi Eunmi, an ana-
Iyst at South Korea's Asan
Institute for Policy Studies

“There is now the
Trump risk,” Ms. Choi sakd.
“There's especially a lot of

The meetings

uncertainty in the business
sector, so they might dis-
cuss ways to ease that un-
certainty... not necessarily
in joint efforts to confront
Trump, but within the fra
mework  of  trilateral
coaperation.”

Yukiko Fukagawa, 4 pro

r Seoul and Tokyo reached trade deals with
Washington that spared them from Trump's tariffs. a»

fessor at Japan's Waseda
University, said Mr. Lee's
visit to Tokyo will also be
seen positively in Washing-
ton, long frustrated by its
Asfan allies’ disputes over
Japan's cofonial rule of Ko
rea before the end of the
Second World War,

Yoshimasa Hayashi, Ja
pan's chief Cabinet secre-
tary, said Mr. Lee’s visit will
help promote the “stable
development” of bilateral
ties as their countries work
together on international
challenges by utilising the
“shuttle diplomacy” of reg-
ular sumimits.

Mr. Lee and Mr. Ishiba
could discuss restarting
long-stalled free trade talks
and South Kerea’s poten
tial entry into the Compre-
hensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership.

Seoul and Tokyo dlearly
share many crucial inter-
ests in the face of Mr
Trump's efforts 10 reset
global trade and U.S. secur
ity commitments. They are
both under pressure from

Washington 0 pay more
for the tens of thousands of
American troops stationed
in their countries and also
to increase their own de-
fence spending. Their vital
automohile and technalo
gy industries are vulnera
ble to Mr. Trump’s tariff
hikes. They navigate a
tricky balance between the
U.S. and its main rival, Chi-
na, a growing regional
threat that is also the lar
gest trade partner for Se-
oul and Tokyo.

A trilateral framework
It makes more sense for
South Korea and Japan to
work with the Trump ad-
ministration under a rrilat
eral frimework rather than
ngage Washington sepa
rately, especially given how

Mr. Trump mixes securlty
and economic demands,
said Ban Kil-joo, a profes-
sor at South Korea's Na-
tional Diplomatic Acade-
my. For example, the
countries could propose a
trilateral scheme to sup-
port Trump’s push to ex
pand natural gas and other
energy production in Alas-
ka, rather than negotiating
potential investments bilat
erally, he said.

South Korez should en
ter the Trump summit with
a clear stance on its role in
regional security, Mr, Ban
said, possibly supporting
U.S. efforts ta maintain In-
do-Pacific stability and op-
posing changes to the sta
s quo, bt without
explicitly naming China as
an adversary.
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South Korea must navigate the ‘Trump risk’ at key summits in Japan and U.S.
English Summary

Context: South Korea’s new President Lee Jae Myung faces his first major diplomatic test
with back-to-back summits in Tokyo and Washington.
Issue: Donald Trump’s transactional, unilateral policies on trade, security, and alliances
pose uncertainty for U.S. allies. South Korea fears Trump may:
o Demand higher payments for U.S. troop presence.
o Scale back America’s military footprint in Asia to focus on China.
Concerns:
o U.S.retreat in leadership as North Korea & Russia cooperate more closely.
o Trump’s tariff hikes threaten South Korea’s automobile & tech exports.
Japan & South Korea Cooperation:
o Leaders will discuss trilateral cooperation with the U.S. to stabilize trade and
security.
o Possible restart of free trade talks and South Korea’s entry into CPTPP
(Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership).
Strategic Balance:
o Both nations face pressure to spend more on defense.
o Atrilateral framework (U.S.-Japan-South Korea) may be more effective than
bilateral talks.
Implication: South Korea must balance supporting U.S. Indo-Pacific strategy while
avoiding direct confrontation with China.

Relevance for UPSC/BPSC/JPSC (GS Paper II - International Relations):

U.S.-Asia alliance dynamics.
Trump’s impact on global trade and security.
Indo-Pacific strategy and India’s role.
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