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Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave one dead

Houses and roads washed away, with heavy damage I 30 people injured in flood-related accidents; SDRF,

reported to property in Tharali in Chamoli district

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

eavy rain followed
ll by flash floods
killed a 21-year-old

woman in Tharali, a town
on the banks of the Pindar
river in Uttarakhand, in
the early hours of Satur-
day. The debris-filled rush
of water engulfed homes,
vehicles, and roads, leav-
ing at least one missing,
and caused heavy damage
to private and public
property.

An official said that
more than 30 people were
injured, out of which six
were sent to the All India
Institute of Medical Scienc-

The incident occurred
less than 20 days after the
August 5 flash floods that
washed away the entire vil-
lage of Dharali on the
banks of the Ganga in Ut-

Flood fury: A police of

district of Uttarakhand after heavy rain on Saturday. P1i

tarkashi district, leaving

two dead and 68 missing.
Tharali town in Chamoli

district was hit by flash

floods around 1240 a.m.,
according to the district
administration,

The debris  which

. Flash Floods in Uttarakhand
o English:
Heavy rains triggered flash floods in Chamoli district, Uttarakhand, killing one person and
injuring over 30. Roads, homes, and markets were damaged. SDRF, NDRF, ITBP, and the
Army are conducting rescue operations. IMD has issued red alerts for several districts.
e Relevance: GS-I (Geography - Natural Disasters), GS-III (Disaster Management).

o Hindi:

and residents during a rescue operation In an affected area in Chamoli

flowed down with the wa-
ter damaged the market
and residential areas. Ma-
ny houses were damaged,

NDRF teams sent to the affected area, say officials

including the residence of
the sub-divisional magis-
trate, along with shops in
the Chepado and Kotd-
weep markets. Many vehi-
cles were buried under the
debris.

Red alerts issued
“As soon as the informa-
tion was received, the dis-
trict administration and a
local police team reached
the spot for relief and res-
cue work. At the same
time, the SDRF and NDRF
teams have left for the dis-
aster area. The Karna-
prayag-Gwaldam road has
been damaged in many
places due to heavy rain.
The work of making it mot-
orable is being done on a
priority basis," said Vinod
Kumar Suman, Uttarak-
hand Secretary for Disaster
Management and
Rehabilitation.

The India Meteorologi-

cal Department has issued
orange and red alerts for
various areas of Uttarak-
hand, with Chamoli
among the districts at risk
for the next 48 hours.

A temporary relief and
rehabilitation centre was
prepared at a polytechnic
in Kulsari and a college ina
neighbouring village,
where around 150 people
displaced by the floods
were given shelter. Schools
and anganwadi centres
have been closed.

A team of 50 Army per-
sonnel from the Joshimath
base immediately rushed
to Tharali to help in relief
operations. A medical
team has been mobilised
along with search and res-
cue dogs and surveillance
drones to assist in locating
survivors and providing re-
lief, an Army statement
said.

“Efforts are being made

IMD issues orange, red alerts across several
districts with heavy rain being forecast

to ensure power and com-
munication supply is res-
tored in the area on priori-
ty basis. Roads are also
being cleared. Indian Ar-
my and [Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police] ITBP are also
assisting the district admi-
nistration in relief and res-
cue operations,” Mr. Su-
man added.

Uttarakhand Chief Mi-
nister Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi expressed grief over the
incident.

“A tragic report of a
flash flood was received in
the Tharali area of Chamoli
district last night. The dis-
trict administration, SDRF,
and police have reached
the spot and are engaged
in relief and rescue opera-
tions. T am personally
closely monitoring the sit-
uation. 1 pray to God for
everyone's safety,” the CM
said.

(With PT inputs)
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India Post suspends high-value bookings to U.S.

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Department of Posts
will suspend booking and
transmission of all catego-
ries of mail items, except
letters, documents, and
gifts worth up to $100, to
the U.S. from August 25.

The decision comes in
the wake of an executive
order issued by the U.S. ad-
ministration, ending duty-
free imports and mandat-
ing collection of pre-paid
duty and customs data
from August 29.

U.S.-bound carriers
have expressed their in-
ability to carry postal ship-
ments in the absence of
fully defined mechanisms
for duty collection and da-
ta exchange. In a commu-
nication, the postal depart-
ment said it is taking steps
to restore the services.

The Global Trade Re-
search Initiativesaid the
move follows the U.S. Exec-
utive Order 14324, which
ends duty-free imports un-
der the $800 de minimis
threshold, and mandates
pre-paid duty collection

People can continue to book letters,

ol

documents and gifts worth up

to $100 to the U.S., says the Department of Posts. FILE PHOTO

and advanced customs da-
ta. Under the new duty re-
gime, all in-bound parcels

India Post Suspends High-Value Bookings to U.S.

o English:

will attract tariffs. But in-
ternational postal ship-
ments remain duty-free

until the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection esta-
blishes a new entry pro-
cess.

After that, such ship-
ments will face one of two
duty structures — ad valo-
rem duty or a flat rate. The
ad valorem duty will be
based on the effective tariff
rate under the IEEPA (U.S.
legislation), while the flat
rate duty — $80, $160, or
$200 per item — will de-
pend on the country’s ta-
riff bracket (under 16%,
between 16-25%, or above
25% respectively).

India Post will suspend parcels above $100 to the U.S. from August 25 due to new U.S. rules



ending duty-free imports (Executive Order 14324). A flat duty ($80-200) will now apply
depending on tariff brackets.
e Relevance: GS-III (Indian Economy, Trade, WTO/Customs), GS-II (India-U.S. relations).

o Hindi:
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Trump names Sergio Gor as India envoy

President’s close aide also named as Special Envoy on South and Central Asian Affairs; experts worry this may indicate continued US. interest

in mediating between India and Pakistan: some liken the move to Barack Obama’s plan to send Richard Holbrooke as his Special Envoy in 2009

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he surprise an-
T nouncement by
U.5. President Do-

nald Trump that he would
send his close aide, 38-
year-old Sergio Gor, as Am-
bassador to India has led to
some relief for those hop-
ing the nomination will
pause the deterioration in
India-U.S. ties over trade
and other issues.

However, Mr. Trump's
additional charge to Mr
Gor, as Special Envoy on
South and Central Asian
Aftairs, has raised a red tlag
in New Delhi, as experts
said this may indicate a
continued U.S. desire to
mediate between India
and Pakistan.

The Ministry of External
Affairs did not comment
on Mr. Gor's nomination,
as the official paperwork
for an “agreement” will fol-
low only once he is con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate.
Unlike his predecessor Eric
Garcetti, who took charge
in New Delhi only two
years into the Biden admi-
nistration due to Congres-
sional delays, Mr, Gor's
confirmation process is ex-
pected to be smoother,
and completed within a

couple of months, if not
the stipulated 90 days.

‘Positive news’

“The fact that there is a no-
minee, and that it is some-
one like Sergio Gor is posi-
tive news,” said Mukesh
Aghi, President and CEO of
the US. India Strategic
Partnership Forum that re-
presents industry interests
in both countries. It is im-
portant for a U.5. Ambassa-
dor to be able to speak di-
rectly to the U.S, President,
rather than through the
U.S. State Department,
which can delay communi-
cation, he said.

“Iwould also think that
the timing of the announ-
cement gives some hope
that there is some negotia-
tion possible to defer the
secondary sanctions until
Mr. Gor is in place,” Mr.
Aghi told The Hineu, refer-
ring to the August 27 dea-
dline for an additional 25%
penalty tariff to be im-
posed on India for buying
Russian oil, in additon to
the 25% reciprocal tariffs
already in place.

However, former Fo-
reign Secretary Nirupama
Menon Rao, who was also
India's Ambassador to the
U.S. between 2011 and
2013, pointed out that Mr.
Gor has no diplomatic or
regional experience.

“On the basis of availa-

Donald Trump described Sergio Gor as a great friend whom he
could trust to deliver on his MAGA apenda, AFP

ble information, he is a
long-time Trump aide,
with no apparent back-
ground in India or South
Asia. His main qualifica-
tion appears to be loyalty
to Trump,” she said.

The U.S.-based author
Meenakshi Ahamed said
that the lack of experience
was in stark contrast to
previous Ambassadors
sent by Democrat and Re-
publican Presidents alike,
including renowned aca-
demics like John Kenneth
Galbraith and Daniel Pa-
trick Moynihan or the pre-
vious Ambassador Eric
Garcetti, who was a
Rhodes scholar and former
Mayor of Los Angeles,

“Mr. Gor has a direct

line to a President who re-
lies on his inner circle and
has changed his mind fre-
quently on issues. That
may make him India's best
hope as Ambassador at this
time,” she said.
Notwithstanding  his
proximity, the larger con-
cern in New Delhi over Mr.
Gor's nomination is over
his appointment as Special
Envoy to the region. Apart
from spiralling tensions ov-
er the U.S. tariffs and the
Trump  administration’s
pejorative statements, In-
dia and the U.5. have been
at odds over Mr. Trump's
claim that he had mediated
the ceasefire after the four-
day conflict between India
and Pakistan in May, and

. Trump Names Sergio Gor as U.S. Ambassador to India

o English:

his close engagement with
Pakistan Field Marshal
General Asim Munir after
that.

‘Problematic move’
According to Ms. Rao, ap-
pointing a special envoy to
the region would “risk re-
linking India to U.S. policy
on Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan — something India has
resisted for decades”.
Some likened the move to
former U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama’s plan to send
Richard Holbrooke as his
Special Envoy for the en-
tire region in  January
2009.

The plan was derailed
after then External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukher-
jee told then U.S. Ambassa-
dor David Mulford that the
move “smacked of interfe-
rence and would be unac-
ceptable [to Indial]”, ac-
cording to a cable
published by Wikileaks. As
aresult, Mr. Holbrooke was
only named the AfPak
Envoy.

Former Foreign Secre-
tary Kanwal Sibal said that
giving Mr. Gor a similar
post would be “problemat-
ic” as it would blur the
lines on ties between India
and its neighbours, as well
as shift the focus from the
U.5.-India Indo-Pacific poli
cy.
“The responsibility of a

1.5, ambassador to a huge
country like India, with
many U.S. Consulates and a
massive amount of bilater-
al work, is such that this
kind of ‘concurrent accred-
itation’ is not normal,” he
said on social media.

Mr. Trump said that he
would nominate Mr. Gor,
who was a “great friend” to
him. “For the most popu-
lous Region in the World, it
is important that 1 have so-
meone I can fully trust to
deliver on my Agenda and
help us, Make America
Great Again (MAGA),"” he
said in his announcement
on social media.

Mr, Gor is a naturalised
American citizen, who was
born in Tashkent under the
Soviet Union in 1986 as Ser-
gey  Gorokhowsky, and
whose parents moved to
Malta and then to the U.S.
in the 1990s. He has always
been politically conserva-
tive.

After working on Repu-
blican Senator Rand Paul’s
team, Mr. Gor moved in
2020 to become chief of
staff on the Trump Victory
Finance Committee. After
Mr. Trump lost the 2020
election, Mr. Gor co-found-
ed a publishing company
with Donald Trump Jr
called Winning Team Pu-
blishing and continued to
raise funds for the next
Trump campaign in 2024,

Donald Trump nominated his aide Sergio Gor as Ambassador to India, also giving him
charge as Special Envoy for South & Central Asia. Experts warn this may revive U.S.
mediation attempts on India-Pakistan issues. Concerns similar to Obama’s 2009 Holbrooke
envoy plan.
e Relevance: GS-II (International Relations, India-U.S. relations).

o Hindi:
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Census 2027 to retain urban area
definition of previous count in 2011

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The upcoming Census
2027 proposes to retain the
same definition of an ur-
ban area as that used dur-
ing Census 2011 to ensure
uniformity while compar-
ing the urbanisation trends
in the country, according

to an official
communication.
During Census 2011, oth-

er than statutory areas
such as municipal corpora-
tion, cantonment Board,
notified town area commit-
tee, town panchayat, and
nagar palika, an urban unit
or a “census town” was de-
fined as “all other villages”
with a minimum popula-
tion of 5,000 persons with
a density of population of
400 persons per sq. km
and where 75% of the male
working population is en-
gaged in non-agricultural
pursuits.

According to that Cen-
sus, out of the total popula-
tion of 121 crore, around
83.3 crore Indians, or near-

Census 2027 - Urban Area Definition Retained

e English:

INDIA'S POPULATION ¥l wiavien
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People pass a population clock board outside the International

Institute for Population Sciences in Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI

ly 68.8%, live in rural
areas, while 37.7 crore, or
31.2%, reside in urban
areas. During the 1951 Cen-
sus, the first after Indepen-
dence, the percentage of
urban areas in the country
stood at 17.3%. In 2011,
there were 6,40,867 villag-
es in India, while there
were 15,870 urban units,
towns, and cities.

The Registrar-General of
India and Census Commis-
sioner, Mrityunjay Kumar
Narayan, in a letter dated
August 14 to the States’ Di-
rectorates of Census Oper-

ations (DCO), said: “It is
proposed to retain the
same definition for urban
areas for Census 2027 as
this will ensure compara-
bility with the previous
Census and provide the ba-
sis for analysis of urbanisa-
tion trends in the country.”

The letter said that as
the preparatory work for
Census begins, the first
task to be handled by DCOs
is the demarcation of rural
and urban areas by prepar-
ing an updated list of villag-
es and towns/wards after
incorporating the jurisdic-

tional changes that have ta-
ken place since Census
2011 up to December 31,
2025.

The letter added that for
finalising the rural-urban
frame for Census 2027, the
statutory towns will be
counted as they exist on Ja-
nuary 1, 2026, the day
when the administrative
boundaries across the
country will be frozen,
ahead of the first phase of
the Census which starts on
April 1 the same year.

“For the purpose of
identification of urban un-
its based on the demo-
graphic criteria, i.e., popu-
lation size and proportion
of workers, like in the pre-
vious Censuses, all villages
having a population of
4,000 or more at the pre-
ceding Census 2011 are re-
quired to be taken up for
examination because a vil-
lage having a population of
4,000 or more in Census
2011 expected to cross the
population mark of 5,000
persons by Census 2027,
the letter said.

Census 2027 will keep the same urban area definition as 2011 for comparability:
population = 5,000, density = 400/sq km, and 75% of male workforce in non-agriculture.
Urban share of population was 31.2% in 2011 (up from 17.3% in 1951).

e Relevance: GS-1 (Demography, Urbanisation), GS-II (Governance, Census role).

o Hindi:
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‘SC never said state should not fight Naxals’

Opposition V-P nominee Justice B. Sudershan Reddy. in an interview, says that through Sahva Judum verdict, which he co-authored in 2011, the state cannot outsource
responsibility to protect its people: he argues that Home Minister Amit Shah, who had criticised the judgment, may not have read the order and was wrongly briefed

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tnever told  the
Centre not to fight

the Naxals, but the state
cannot outsource its res-
ponsibility to proteet its
people, the Opposition’s
Vice-Presidential  candi-
date, Justice B. Sudershan
Reddy (retd), said on
Saturday.

The retired Supreme
Court judge was respond-
ing to a question on Home
Minister Amit Shah's accu-
sation that Justice Reddy
had  supported  Maoism
and that had he not deli-
vered the Salwa fudum
judgment, left-wing extre-
misim in the country would
have been eradicated be-
fore 2020,

In an imerview w0 The
Hindu in Dethi, Justice Red-
dy said he did not want to
join issue with Mr. Shah,
since a Supreme  Court
judgment was not meant

for public debate.

“Whatever its merits
may be, there are accepta-
ble standards to review a
judgment and make a com-
ment upon that,” the jurist
said.

He said Mr. Shah per-
haps had not read the judg-
ment and was wrongly
briefed by someone.

The July 2011 judgment,
which Justice Reddy eo-
authored with Justice 3.5,
Nijjar, said the formation of
Salwa Judum was an “abdi-
cation of constitutional res-
ponsibilities of the State to
provide appropriate secur-
ity to citizens by having an
appropriately trained pro-
fessional police force of
sufficient numbers and
properly equipped on a
permanent basis”.

“The State alone has the
exclusive right o use vio-
lence... it is the State alone
that can use that power. It
cannot be used against the
targeted  group  through
another instrumentality...

They [the NDA| started proudly
prochiming that here is a candidate

|Mr. Radhakrishna
RSS at 15 vears of age

vho joined the
ud, therefore,

this would be an ideslogical
fight. It is only then | responded

that it is mue.. it is going to be an
ideological fight between a liberal
constitutional democratand a
quintessential RSS person

JUSTIC]
oppositions Vice-Presidential
candidate

the State can not outsource
its power”

Justice Reddy, 79, was
unanimously chosen by
Opposition  parties  on
Tuesday after considering
a variety of names. During
his four-and-a-half-vear te-
nure in the Supreme Court
that ended in 2011, Justice
Reddy delivered a judg-
ment - just a few days prior
to his retirement - criticis-
ing the Union government
for slackness in investigat-
ing black money cases and
ordered constitution of a

SC vs. Centre - Salwa Judum & Naxal Issue

English:

UDERSHAN REDIY

He suggests that
the Centre nse the

list of 43 questions
in Telangana caste
count for the Census

special investigation ream
(SIT} for bringing back un-
accounted-for money un-
fawfully kept in bank ac-
counts abroad. This order,
among others, is being
flagged by the BJP to claim
that the Opposition’s V-P
candidate  himself had

found fault with the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive  Alliance  (UPA)
government.

Justice Reddy conceded
that many of his orders
imay have been against the
UPA government, but said
“Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh never directly or
indirectly interfered with
my work”,

The BIP said that Justice
Reddy’s tenure as Goa’s Lo-
kayvukta was truncated due
to the Congress's cam-
paign that he was then
Chief Minister Manchar
Partikar's “Yes Man". Jus-
tice Reddy recounted how
Parrikar approached him
for the post, and he joined
only when the enabling
law was amended to bring
the Chief Minister under its
jurisdiction and the Lokay-
ukta's office was given its
oW investigating team,

Parrikar, he said, agreed
to both. “The first notice
the Lokayukia's office is-
sued was against Parrikar,”

Justice Reddy said. He re-
jected the claim that it was
the Congress that ran the
campaign.

The numbers are
stacked against Justice Red-
dy in the election, and Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
candidate C.P. Radhakrish-
nan is expected to sail
through. “I have never en-
tertained the idea that this
is a losing baule... Twould
appeal to the Members of
Parliament to consider my
candidature on its own me-
rits and take an appro-
priate decision.”

The agenda for this con-
test, Justice Reddy said,
was set by the “other side”.
“They started proudly pro-
claiming that here is a can-
didate [Mr. Radhakrish-
nan| who joined the RSS at
15 years of age and there-
fore, this would be an ideo-
logical fight, It is only then |
responded that it is true...it
is going to be an ideological
fight between a liberal con-
stitutional democrat and a

quintessential RSS  per-
son.” The numbers, he
said, become irrelevant in
such a fight,

Justice  Reddy, who
chaired the Expert Group
on Telangana Caste Cen-
sus, said that a caste count
was essential for the coun-
try. “How would you for-
mulate your social, eco-
nomic  and  political
policies unless you have
the details of the weaker
sactions of the society?” he
asked.

The former judge sug-
gested that the list of 43
questions framed by the
Expert Group he chaired
can be used by the Centre
for the caste count that will
be undertaken with the
long-pending Census exer-
cise.

The caste census data,
he said, should be made
public. The concept of fra-
ternity as imagined in the
Constitution  will  be
achieved only if the caste
count is done, he said.

Justice B. Sudershan Reddy (Opposition VP candidate) clarified that the 2011 SC judgment
on Salwa Judum did not stop the fight against Naxals but said the State cannot outsource
security duties to vigilante groups. He also supported a caste census for policy-making.
Relevance: GS-II (Judiciary, Governance), GS-III (Internal Security).

Hindi:
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‘Mega infra project in
Nicobar island being
bulldozed through’

Abhinav Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Saturday alleged
that the Centre’s ¥72,000-
crore mega infrastructure
project on the Great Nico-
bar island was “simply be-
ing bulldozed through”,
adding that it was “without
a doubt a maha ecological
disaster™.

The Congress general
secretary in charge of com-
munications made these
remarks while sharing a re-
port by The Hindu on Sa-
turday about the Tribal
Council in Nicobar Islands
complaining to the Tribal
Affairs Minister. The Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
administration had “false-
ly” reported to the Centre
that tribespeople’s rights
under the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) had been “identified
and settled”, the council
had said.

Mr. Ramesh said there

English Summary

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticized the Central Government’s X72,000 crore Great
Nicobar mega infrastructure project, calling it a “maha ecological disaster.”

was now “fresh evidence”
of the administration mak-
ing false claims about for-
est rights on the islands,
and obtaining forest land
lawfully for the project,
which includes a trans-
shipment port, an airport,
a township, and a power
plant.

The Hindu reported on
Saturday that the Tribal
Council has written a fresh
letter to Tribal Affairs Mi-
nister Jual Oram about the
Union Territory adminis-
tration’s claims of settling
the forest rights of the
tribespeople.

In a 2022 certificate for
forest land diversion under
the FRA, the administra-
tion had claimed that all
FRA rights had been set-
tled and consent obtained
for the diversion. The Tri-
bal Council in its letter told
Mr. Oram that neither had
forest rights under the FRA
been initiated nor had con-
sent been obtained legally.



The project includes a trans-shipment port, airport, township, and power plant.

The Tribal Council of Nicobar Islands complained to the Tribal Affairs Minister that the
administration falsely reported settlement of tribal forest rights under the Forest Rights
Act (FRA).

Fresh evidence shows that forest rights were neither identified nor consent obtained,
yet forest land diversion was certified in 2022.

The opposition alleges that the project is being pushed without genuine consent of the
tribes and ignoring environmental safeguards.

Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS-III: Environment, Conservation, FRA, Infrastructure vs. Ecology.

UPSC GS-II: Rights of Tribals, Governance, Forest Rights Act, Federalism.
BPSC/JPSC: Similar issues in tribal states like Jharkhand/Chhattisgarh (land rights,
development vs. tribal consent).
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Clocks calling time on Navic; ISRO
now building indigenous devices

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Officials at the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) said here on Sa-
turday that they were look-
ing to launch at least three
satellites before 2026-end
to replenish the defunct sa-
tellites that are part of the
“Indian GPS”, or the Navic
(Navigation with Indian
Constellation) system. Ho-
wever, a key element im-
peding the launch seems to
be the development of in-
digenous clocks.

These  high-precision
clocks — five for every satel-
lite — are what provides ac-
curate timing (and hence
location) services to users
on the ground. The Navic
satellites provide more ac-
curate location services to
the military and slightly
less accurate for civilian
purposes.

Nine satellites of the In-
dian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS),
informally called Navic,
have been launched since
2013. Only eight reached
their intended orbit. The
last satellite (IRNSS-1I) of
this constellation was
launched in 2018. The con-
stellation is akin to the Rus-

¥

The NVS-02, launched in January, did not reach the desired orbit

and the mission remained incomplete. ISRO

sian GLONASS, the Chi-
nese Beidou, the American
GPS, and European Galileo
providing location servic-
es. However, Navic is ex-
pected to do so only within
a radius of 1,500 km in In-
dia. It is viewed more as a
fallback system if India is
denied access to these fo-
reign constellations during
future global conflicts.

Last month, the ISRO re-
vealed via a Right to Infor-
mation request that five of
the Navic satellites were
completely defunct with

all three of their clocks in
each satellite not working.
In one of the three with
functioning atomic clocks,
two of the three devices
have failed.

Only two satellites of the
constellation, therefore,
have functional atomic
clocks. The atomic clocks
in this constellation were
imported by the ISRO from
the firm SpectraTime.

For the next series of sa-
tellites to replace the im-
paired and ageing fleet of
IRNSS satellites, the ISRO

Mega Infra Project in Nicobar Island being Bulldozed Through
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has decided to install indi-
genously developed rubidi-
um clocks. Two of the
three satellites now being
used have passed, or are
close to, their rated shelf
life of 10 years though it’s
possible for these systems
to function beyond.

“Each satellite will have
five clocks though we are
still in the processing of de-
veloping them,” Nilesh De-
sai, Director, Space Appli-
cations Centre, told The
Hindu on the sidelines of a
conclave in Delhi to com-
memorate National Space
Day on Saturday.

Another official familiar
with the ISRO said that
while based on an indige-
nous design, there were
key components that need-
ed to be imported and this
was contributing to pro-
curement challenges and
delays in commissioning.

So far, to replace its de-
crepit fleet of IRNSS satel-
lites, the ISRO has
launched NVS-O1 in May
2023 and NVS-02 in Janu-
ary 2025. Only NVS-01 has
successfully reached its de-
signated orbit and working
as intended, with NVS-02
failing to reach the specific
orbit required to function
as a navigational satellite.

e Congress leader Jairam Ramesh criticized the Central Government’'s X72,000 crore Great
Nicobar mega infrastructure project, calling it a “maha ecological disaster.”

e The project includes a trans-shipment port, airport, township, and power plant.

e The Tribal Council of Nicobar Islands complained to the Tribal Affairs Minister that the
administration falsely reported settlement of tribal forest rights under the Forest Rights

Act (FRA).

e Fresh evidence shows that forest rights were neither identified nor consent obtained,
yet forest land diversion was certified in 2022.



The opposition alleges that the project is being pushed without genuine consent of the
tribes and ignoring environmental safeguards.

Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS-III: Environment, Conservation, FRA, Infrastructure vs. Ecology.

UPSC GS-II: Rights of Tribals, Governance, Forest Rights Act, Federalism.
BPSC/JPSC: Similar issues in tribal states like Jharkhand/Chhattisgarh (land rights,
development vs. tribal consent).
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What’s the issue with the map of Africa?

Why does the African Union want the Mercator map

replaced? Is the continent depicted as smaller than it
is? How did this come about? Has this affected the

perception about Africa? What are the alternatives to

correct the distortions? What lies ahead?

The story so far:
he African Union (AU) has endorsed
the ‘Correct the Map® campaign to
replace the Mercator map projection
with alternatives such as the Equal
Earth map. At the heart of this demand is the
charge that the Mercator projection, still widely
used in schools, media, and online platforms,
systematically distorts the sizes of landmasses,
shrinking Africa while inflating Europe, North
America, and Greenland. By backing the call,
the AU has expressed hope that a fairer
projection will restore geographical accuracy
and correct what it characterises as centuries of
symbolic marginalisation.

Why is the Mercator map under fire?

The Mercator projection was designed in 1569
by Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator,
who was trying to solve a navigation problem.
On a globe, a ship sailing in a constant compass
direction, called the rhumb line, curves when
drawn on most map types. This made it
awkward for sailors to translate a bearing into a
usable course they could plot on a chart.

Mercator’s projection stretched the
north-south scale so that all rhumb lines
appeared as straight lines. Sailors could now
draw a straight line across the map at a chosen
compass angle and follow that heading
consistently at sea. Thus, together with Edward
Wright's 1599 mathematical tables, the Mercator
projection is believed to have catalysed
European exploration and colonial expansion.
To achieve this convenience, Mercator distorted
scale: landmasses close to the poles appeared
larger while those near the equator appeared
smaller than in reality.

As aresult, Africa, which covers 30 million sq.
km, often appears on Mercator maps roughly as
large as Greenland, which is 14x smaller. Europe
also looks comparable in size to Africa although
the continent is a third as large. Similarly,
Canada, Russia, and northern Europe appear
bloated while tropical regions like Africa, South
America, and India are diminished.

Over time, wall maps in offices, atlases, and
on digital platforms defaulted to Mercator’s
rectangular format because it was familiar and
convenient. It was further reinforced by
textbooks of the 20th century.

However, critics have argued that such
distortions subtly condition how people
perceive relative importance. A continent
depicted as smaller seems less powerful and
even less worthy of attention.

Why are maps distorted?

There is no perfect way to flatten the surface of a
sphere onto a rectangle, rendering every map a
compromise. Mathematicians and cartographers
tasked with projecting a globe onto a plane need
to distort one or more of area, shape, distance
or direction. Experts have said the choice of
which property to preserve and which to

*
Different perspective: The Equal Earth projection
preserves the relative sizes of continents and countries,
ensuring Africa appears far larger than Europe or
Greenland, as itis in reality. However, landmasses also
appear curved or stretched. STREBE (CC BY-5A)

Call for change: The Mercator map projection. STRESE (CC BY-S8)

“The Mercator
map falsely
portrays
Africa as
marginal’

surrender is a technical as well as political act.

The Mercator projection is a conformal map,
which means it preserves local shapes and
angles. But to achieve this, Mercator stretched
landmasses near the poles, inflating their
apparent size and diminishing those of
equatorial regions like Africa and South
America. In contrast, the Equal Earth projection
preserves the relative sizes of continents and
countries, ensuring that Africa appears far larger
than Europe or Greenland, as it is in reality.
However, landmasses also appear curved or
stretched. The orthographic projection makes a
different trade-off. It portrays the earth as it
would look from space, as if viewed from a great
distance. While this choice makes it visually
intuitive, this projection is limited by the fact
that it shows only one hemisphere at a time and
areas near the edges appear compressed.

How does the distortion affect Africa?
Experts have said for many years now that the
Mercator projection has reinforced Africa’s
marginalisation in the global imagination. By
making the continent look small, the map
suggested, consciously or not, that Africa was
less consequential. This perception seeped into
textbooks, policymaking, and popular culture.

As Rabah Arezki, a former World Bank
economist, has said, the “standard projection
was a political tool” that aided colonial

domination, making Africa look “small and
conquerable then” and “irrelevant now”.
Likewise, the AU’s deputy chairperson Selma
Malika Haddadi has described the Mercator map
as falsely portraying Africa as “marginal”.

Thus, the AU as well as advocacy groups like
Africa No Filter and Speak Up Africa have
articulated a move away from the Mercator
projection as a way to reclaim dignity.

What happens next?

The leading alternative to the Mercator
projection is the Equal Earth projection, created
in 2018 by Tom Patterson (U.S, National Park
Service), Bojan Savric (then with American GIS
company Esri), and Bernhard Jenny (Monash
University, Australia). It preserves relative areas
sacrificing shape, that is, continents appear
stretched or curved.

Another option is the Gall-Peters projection
repopularised in the 1970s. It also preserves area
but stretches continents vertically, making them
appear elongated. Just as Mercator wanted to
help sailors, as political scientist Arthur
Klinghoffer wrote in his 2006 book, The Power
of Projections, “Peters was trying to challenge
basic assumptions inherent in the Mercator
projection with the aim of influencing social and
political attitudes. His elongated images were
shocking, and made people examine their
cartographical frame of reference.”

In 1979, a 2l-year-old Australian named Stuart
McArthur published the “Universal Corrective
Map of the World" that turned the world map
180° and showed Australia at the top. He was
reportedly sick of being teased as being from
“Down Under”.

The AU’s endorsement is the most significant
institutional backing yet for the ‘Correct the
Map' campaign. Campaigners have also
petitioned the UN Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management to
adopt Equal Earth. The World Bank has already
said it is phasing out the Mercator map in favour
of Equal Earth. National Geographic and NASA’s
Goddard Institute for Space Studies have also
been using it. Google Maps introduced a 3D
globe option in 2018, although its mobile app
still defaults to Mercator.

This isn’t expected to be easy, however, as the
Mercator projection is entrenched in
classrooms, news graphics, and even some
AU-affiliated websites. Displacing it altogether
will entail revising textbooks, redesigning
curricula, updating digital interfaces, and
overcoming institutional inertia.

Clocks calling time on NavIC; ISRO now building indigenous devices

English Summary

e ISRO plans to launch at least three satellites before 2026-end to replenish the defunct



ones in the NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation) system (India’s version of
GPS).

o Key challenge: Development of indigenous atomic clocks (rubidium clocks). Each satellite
requires 5 high-precision clocks for accurate location & timing.

e Currently, only 2 satellites have functional clocks; others have failed. Earlier, ISRO
imported clocks from Switzerland’s SpectraTime.

e NavlCis designed to serve within a radius of 1,500 km in India; provides precise military
navigation and slightly less accurate civilian navigation.

e To ensure self-reliance, ISRO is now developing indigenous clocks, reducing dependence
on foreign technology.

e NVS-01 (May 2023) has been successful; NVS-02 (Jan 2025) failed to reach desired orbit.
Next launches will carry indigenous clocks.

Relevance:

o UPSC GS-III (Science & Tech, Space, Self-reliance in Technology).

e Strategic importance for military navigation, national security, and Atmanirbhar
Bharat.
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What’s the issue with the map of Africa?

Why does the African Union want the Mercator map

replaced? Is the continent depicted as smaller than it
is? How did this come about? Has this affected the

perception about Africa? What are the alternatives to

correct the distortions? What lies ahead?

The story so far:
he African Union (AU) has endorsed
the ‘Correct the Map® campaign to
replace the Mercator map projection
with alternatives such as the Equal
Earth map. At the heart of this demand is the
charge that the Mercator projection, still widely
used in schools, media, and online platforms,
systematically distorts the sizes of landmasses,
shrinking Africa while inflating Europe, North
America, and Greenland. By backing the call,
the AU has expressed hope that a fairer
projection will restore geographical accuracy
and correct what it characterises as centuries of
symbolic marginalisation.

Why is the Mercator map under fire?

The Mercator projection was designed in 1569
by Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator,
who was trying to solve a navigation problem.
On a globe, a ship sailing in a constant compass
direction, called the rhumb line, curves when
drawn on most map types. This made it
awkward for sailors to translate a bearing into a
usable course they could plot on a chart.

Mercator’s projection stretched the
north-south scale so that all rhumb lines
appeared as straight lines. Sailors could now
draw a straight line across the map at a chosen
compass angle and follow that heading
consistently at sea. Thus, together with Edward
Wright's 1599 mathematical tables, the Mercator
projection is believed to have catalysed
European exploration and colonial expansion.
To achieve this convenience, Mercator distorted
scale: landmasses close to the poles appeared
larger while those near the equator appeared
smaller than in reality.

As aresult, Africa, which covers 30 million sq.
km, often appears on Mercator maps roughly as
large as Greenland, which is 14x smaller. Europe
also looks comparable in size to Africa although
the continent is a third as large. Similarly,
Canada, Russia, and northern Europe appear
bloated while tropical regions like Africa, South
America, and India are diminished.

Over time, wall maps in offices, atlases, and
on digital platforms defaulted to Mercator’s
rectangular format because it was familiar and
convenient. It was further reinforced by
textbooks of the 20th century.

However, critics have argued that such
distortions subtly condition how people
perceive relative importance. A continent
depicted as smaller seems less powerful and
even less worthy of attention.

Why are maps distorted?

There is no perfect way to flatten the surface of a
sphere onto a rectangle, rendering every map a
compromise. Mathematicians and cartographers
tasked with projecting a globe onto a plane need
to distort one or more of area, shape, distance
or direction. Experts have said the choice of
which property to preserve and which to

*
Different perspective: The Equal Earth projection
preserves the relative sizes of continents and countries,
ensuring Africa appears far larger than Europe or
Greenland, as itis in reality. However, landmasses also
appear curved or stretched. STREBE (CC BY-5A)

Call for change: The Mercator map projection. STRESE (CC BY-S8)

“The Mercator
map falsely
portrays
Africa as
marginal’

surrender is a technical as well as political act.

The Mercator projection is a conformal map,
which means it preserves local shapes and
angles. But to achieve this, Mercator stretched
landmasses near the poles, inflating their
apparent size and diminishing those of
equatorial regions like Africa and South
America. In contrast, the Equal Earth projection
preserves the relative sizes of continents and
countries, ensuring that Africa appears far larger
than Europe or Greenland, as it is in reality.
However, landmasses also appear curved or
stretched. The orthographic projection makes a
different trade-off. It portrays the earth as it
would look from space, as if viewed from a great
distance. While this choice makes it visually
intuitive, this projection is limited by the fact
that it shows only one hemisphere at a time and
areas near the edges appear compressed.

How does the distortion affect Africa?
Experts have said for many years now that the
Mercator projection has reinforced Africa’s
marginalisation in the global imagination. By
making the continent look small, the map
suggested, consciously or not, that Africa was
less consequential. This perception seeped into
textbooks, policymaking, and popular culture.

As Rabah Arezki, a former World Bank
economist, has said, the “standard projection
was a political tool” that aided colonial

What's the issue with the map of Africa?

English Summary

domination, making Africa look “small and
conquerable then” and “irrelevant now”.
Likewise, the AU’s deputy chairperson Selma
Malika Haddadi has described the Mercator map
as falsely portraying Africa as “marginal”.

Thus, the AU as well as advocacy groups like
Africa No Filter and Speak Up Africa have
articulated a move away from the Mercator
projection as a way to reclaim dignity.

What happens next?

The leading alternative to the Mercator
projection is the Equal Earth projection, created
in 2018 by Tom Patterson (U.S, National Park
Service), Bojan Savric (then with American GIS
company Esri), and Bernhard Jenny (Monash
University, Australia). It preserves relative areas
sacrificing shape, that is, continents appear
stretched or curved.

Another option is the Gall-Peters projection
repopularised in the 1970s. It also preserves area
but stretches continents vertically, making them
appear elongated. Just as Mercator wanted to
help sailors, as political scientist Arthur
Klinghoffer wrote in his 2006 book, The Power
of Projections, “Peters was trying to challenge
basic assumptions inherent in the Mercator
projection with the aim of influencing social and
political attitudes. His elongated images were
shocking, and made people examine their
cartographical frame of reference.”

In 1979, a 2l-year-old Australian named Stuart
McArthur published the “Universal Corrective
Map of the World" that turned the world map
180° and showed Australia at the top. He was
reportedly sick of being teased as being from
“Down Under”.

The AU’s endorsement is the most significant
institutional backing yet for the ‘Correct the
Map' campaign. Campaigners have also
petitioned the UN Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management to
adopt Equal Earth. The World Bank has already
said it is phasing out the Mercator map in favour
of Equal Earth. National Geographic and NASA’s
Goddard Institute for Space Studies have also
been using it. Google Maps introduced a 3D
globe option in 2018, although its mobile app
still defaults to Mercator.

This isn’t expected to be easy, however, as the
Mercator projection is entrenched in
classrooms, news graphics, and even some
AU-affiliated websites. Displacing it altogether
will entail revising textbooks, redesigning
curricula, updating digital interfaces, and
overcoming institutional inertia.

e Background: The African Union (AU) has launched the ‘Correct the Map’ campaign to



replace the Mercator projection with alternatives like the Equal Earth map.
e Problem with Mercator map (1569):
o Designed for navigation, it distorts land sizes.
o Africa (30 million sq. km) appears as small as Greenland (2 million sq. km).
o Northern countries (Europe, N. America) look much bigger than they are, while
Africa and the Global South appear smaller.
o This distortion symbolically marginalises Africa, portraying it as “small and
conquerable.”
o Impact:
o Perpetuates Eurocentric dominance.
o Shapes public perception, textbooks, news graphics, and global politics.
e Alternatives:

o Equal Earth Projection (2018): Shows continents in relative size, Africa larger

than Europe or Greenland.

o Gall-Peters Projection: Keeps proportional sizes though distorts shapes.
Significance: Correcting maps is not only technical but also political—seen as reclaiming
dignity and challenging historical biases.

Relevance for Exams:

e UPSC GS-I: Geography (map projections, world geography).

e UPSC GS-II: International relations (AU’s stand against symbolic marginalisation).

o BPSC/JPSC: Map-based questions, Africa’s importance in geopolitics.
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