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Governors can't sit on Bills endlessly: SC judges

Judges say that Governors could neither delay the
legislature’s wisdom nor impede the Constitution

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hree of the five
I I judges on the Presi-
dential Reference

Bench on Tuesday orally
observed along with the
States of Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal that Gover-
nors cannot sit endlessly
over Bills placed before
them for assent.

Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, Justices Vikram
Nath and PS. Narasimha
separately remarked that
Governors could neither
delay the wisdom of the le-
gislature indefinitely nor
impede the functioning of
the Constitution. “No or-
gan can impair the func-
tioning of the Constitu-
tion,” Justice Narasimha
said.

Tamil Nadu, represent-
ed by senior advocates

AM, Singhvi and P. Wil-
son, said Governors “can-
not assume to be royalty in
a Republic” while senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, for
West Bengal, submitted
that high offices under the
Constitution must work
collaboratively and not
combatively with each
other.

“When the Constitution
is clear that a Governor
should act with immedia-
¢y, why should he hold
back Bills? There is a sense
of urgency associated with
the Governor's assent. Le-
gislation s a sovereign act.
It cannot wait,” Mr. Sibal
emphasised. Mr. Singhvi
said that Bills are meant to
realise the felt necessity of
the times.

Mr. Sibal argued that
“absurdity” would follow if
the court agreed with the
Centre’s argument that Go-

Governor

canno sit
over the wisdom of
the legislature
indefinitely

JUSTICE YIKRAM NATH
Supreme Court judge

vernors had absolute pow-
er to withhold State Bills
under Article 200 (Gover-
nors’ power to assent to
Bills).

Countering the Centre,
he said States cannot go in
search of political solu-
tions to coax Governors’
assent, Gubernatorial de-
lay thwarts the constitu-
tional scheme, he said.

Supreme Court on Governors and State Bills

English:

The Supreme Court observed that Governors cannot indefinitely delay assent to State Bills. Senior advocates

No organ can
impair the
[unctioning of the
{ onstitution
JUSTICE
P.S. NARASIMHA
Supreme Court judge

“This Constitution has its

genesis in history, but it
alignment is with the fu-
ture... And who decides
the future of this country?
You five in this case. The
future of India is at stake if
you give such absurd pow-
ers to the Governor,” Mr.
Sibal submitted.

The Bench is hearing a
Presidential Reference of

Governors ‘cannot assume to be royalty in a
Republic’, say senior advocates representing T.N.

Arlekar moves SC
against CM’s role
in selecting V-Cs

NEW DELHI

Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on Tuesday
urged the Supreme Court to
exclude the State Chief Minister
from the process to select the
Vice-Chancellors for two
State-run universities. ) PAGE 3

May questioning time li-
mits placed on the Gover-
nors and the President to
deal with State Bills,

The Reference followed
an April 8 judgment pro-
nounced by a twe-judge
Bench of the apex court in
the case of the Tamil Nadu
Governor, who had de-
layed assent to 10 State
Bills since 2020, The Divi-

sion Bench had imposed a
three-month deadline for
the President and Gover-
nors to decide the fate of
the Rills. If the Rills were
left pending beyond three
months, they would be
“deemed” to have received
assent and become laws.

Time limits

The Bench, however, ex-
pressed doubts about the
court imposing “general”
time limits on the Presi-
dent and Governors and
granting “deemed assent”
to Bills. “What happens if
the time limit of three
months set by the Supreme
Court [in the TN Governor
judgment] is not followed
by the President or Gover-
nors,” Justice Nath asked.
He queried why it was
“deemed assent” alone.
“Why cannot the other op-
tions - withholding assent

Sibal argues that States cannot go in search of
political solutions to coax Governors' assent

or reference to the Presi-
dent - also be “deemed”.

Justice Narasimha said
time limits could be pre-
scribed in individual cases
after considering the pecu-
liar facts and circumstanc-
es of each.

Chief Justice Gavai said a
broad hrushstroke of a
“general” timeline applica-
ble to all cases of delay may
amount to overreaching by
the judiciary. “Timelines
help in maintaining disci-
pline and immediacy. This
dispute began with indivi-
dual cases. Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu came with their
own cases. However, the
problem  [gubernatorial
delay] has proven to be en-
demic and repetitive,” Mr.
Singhvi said explaining the
reason for the Tamil Nadu
Governor case judgment
fixing a “general” three-
month deadline.

argued that Governors are not “royalty in a Republic” and must act promptly as per Article 200. The case arises
from delays by the Tamil Nadu Governor. The Bench debated whether courts can impose “deemed assent”

timelines.

Relevance: Constitutional law, Centre-State relations, Governor’s role (UPSC Polity / BPSC/JPSC Mains GS-II).
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India sets eyes on $1-tn semiconductor
market; PM promises faster approvals

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India will soon hold a sig-
nificant share in the global
semiconductor  market,
which is set to reach $1 tril-
lion in size, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday, adding that the
government is working to
ensure faster approvals to
reduce the time it takes to
start manufacturing semi-
conductors in India.

He added that work is
“underway” on the next
phase of the India Semi-
conductor Mission.

Speaking at the 2025
edition of Semicon India,
the annual semiconductor
conference, the Prime Mi-
nister noted that India has
achieved a GDP growth
rate of 7.8% even as the rest
of the world is mired in
“self-interest”, adding that
this growth has come from
across sectors.

“In 2025, we gave clea-

Focus area: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the

gathering at the Semicon India 2025 in New Delhi. PTi

rance to five more projects
to bring the cumulative
count to 10 projects,” Mr.
Modi said. “These projects
have drawn a combined in-
vestment of $18 billion or
1.5 lakh crore. This is re-
flective of the world’s con-
fidence in India”

‘Key economic drivers’

Semiconductor chips are
the “digital diamonds” and
the most important eco-

India’s $1 Trillion Semiconductor Ambition

English:

nomic drivers of the 2Ist
century, the Prime Minis-
ter said, in much the same
way as crude oil drove
growth in the previous
century.

“The shorter the time
from file to factory, and the
lesser the paperwork, the
sooner wafer work can be-
gin,” Mr. Modi said, ex-
plaining the government’s
approach. In this regard,
the national single window

system enables access to
all approvals from both the
Centre and States on a sin-
gle platform, he said.

It is time for “execution
with precision” and deliv-
ery on scale, the Prime Mi-
nister said. He emphasised
that the government’s poli-
cies were not directed at
“short-term signals but
long-term commitments”,
assuring the semiconduc-
tor ecosystem in India of
his full support.

“The days are not far
when the world will take
note of [chips] designed in
India, made in India, and
trusted by the world,” he
said.

Speaking amidst global
trade uncertainties trig-
gered by new U.S. tariffs,
Mr. Modi praised India’s
growth in challenging
times. “There is concern in
economies around the
world, there are challenges
created by economic self-
interest,” Mr. Modi said

At Semicon India 2025, PM Modi said India will soon hold a significant share in the global semiconductor market
($1 trillion). Government cleared 10 projects worth $18 billion. Faster approvals via a single-window system are

being introduced.

Relevance: Indian economy, Digital India, Industrial policy, Technology strategy.
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Behind Maratha issue resolution on Day 5 of stir,
a climbdown by both Mahayuti govt. and activist

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAIL

Behind the resolution of

the Maratha agitation,
which had crippled Mum-
bai for five days, was a
climbdown by both the Ma-
hayuti government as well
as the agitators. The State
government on Tuesday is-
sued a government resolu-
tion and a notification ac-
cepting six of the eight
demands made by Maratha
quota activist Manoj Ja-
range-Patil, successfully re-
solving the deadlock.

As Mr. Jarange-Patil
claimed victory and broke
his fast, he also ended a
two-year feud. “Devendra
Fadnavis Saaheb, vyou
should come here. Our en-
mity is over,” he said, as
Maharashtra Minister Rad-
hakrisha Vikhe Patil looked
on and later announced
that the Chief Minister was
the architect of the
resolution.

“Though 1 faced severe
criticism, I had only one

Maratha community members celebrating in Mumbai after the
Maharashtra government's acceptance of their demands. PTI

goal in mind. That the Ma-
ratha community should be
given justice, and that no
two communities should be
pitted against each other”
Mr. Fadnavis said. The
OBCs had threatened a si-
milar mass agitation if the
Marathas were given reser-
vation from the OBC quota.

Over the last few days,
the Cabinet subcommittee
on Maratha reservation
held four meetings. Drafts
for the orders were kept
ready, but the government
maintained that it was firm
on finding a constitutional

Maratha Quota Agitation - Breakthrough

English:

solution to the deadlock.
One of the key demands
made by the quota activist
in his memorandum of de-
mands was to declare Ma-
rathas as Kunbis without
any exception.

“The first breakthrough
came on Sunday, August 31,
when Manoj Jarange-Patil,
for the first time, publicly
decided to concede this im-
portant demand. The go-
vernment had always main-
tained that it was not
possible to declare Marath-
as as Kunbis without an ex-
ception. There was no

point in holding any discus-
sions if this demand was
the first one,” a senior go-
vernment official told The
Hindu.

Three judgments

The official said the Cabinet
subcommittee had dis-
cussed the three judgments
of the Bombay High Court
and the Supreme Court that
had refused to address all
the Marathas as Kunbis. As
per government SOUICes,
references to these judg-
ments were given to the Ma-
ratha activist - the October
17, 2003 judgment of the
Bombay High Court in Ja-
gannath D. Hole by the Di-
vision Bench of Justices
B.H. Marlapalle and A.S.
Bagga; the Supreme Court
Judgment of April 15, 2005,
in the appeal against the
Bombay High Court ver-
dict; and the Bombay High
Court judgment of October
6, 2002, by the Division
Bench of Justice Marlapalle
and Justice N.V. Dabholkar
in the Suhas Dashrathe

case. In this 2002 judg-
ment, the High Court had
abserved, “If these conten-
tions are accepted, every
person belonging to the
‘Maratha’ caste has to be is-
sued a certificate that he be-
longs to ‘Kunbi’ caste, and
this would be against the

stark social realities of Mah-
arashtra State.”
Government sources

said that after these judg-
ments were brought to the
notice of Mr. Jarange-Patil,
he let go of the demand for
terming all Marathas as
Kunbis. The government
thereafter held discussions
on the implementation of
the Hyderabad gazetteer
and the Satara gazetteer.
Mr. Jarange-Patil had al-
so demanded that the cri-
minal cases against Ma-
ratha agitators should be
withdrawn and monetary
compensation or jobs
should be granted to the fa-
milies of the deceased
members. Sources claimed
that a separate notification
was issued for the same.

The Maharashtra government formed a committee to issue Kunbi caste certificates to eligible Marathas, based on
historical gazetteers. Activist Manoj Jarange-Patil ended his hunger strike after five days. The compromise

accepted six of eight demands.
Relevance: Reservation policy, Caste dynamics, Social justice, Indian polity.
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Bihar Cabinet nod for
7 medical colleges,
3,233 new govt. posts

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Bihar Cabinet on Tues-
day approved a proposal
from the Health Depart-
ment to open seven new
medical colleges in the
State.

According to a media
briefing by Cabinet Secre-
tariat Department’s Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Ar-
vind Kumar Chaudhary,
the new medical colleges
will come up in Kishan-
ganj, Katihar, Rohtas, She-
ohar, Lakhisarai, Arwal
and Sheikhpura districts of
the State.

Apart from 20 under-
construction colleges in
the State, there are cur-
rently 12 State-run govern-

Bihar Cabinet Decisions
English:
The Bihar Cabinet approved:

e 7 new medical colleges (Kishanganj, Katihar, Rohtas, Sheohar, Lakhisarai, Arwal, Sheikhpura).
20,000 crore for Mukhya Mantri Mahila Rozgar Yojana (310,000 to one woman per family).

ment medical colleges.

In another decision, the
Cabinet sanctioned
320,000 crore to roll out
‘Mukhya Mantri Mahila
Rozgar Yojana’ under
which one woman of every
family will be given
%10,000 to start a business,
Mr. Chaudhary said.

The Cabinet also gave its
nod for the creation of
3,233 posts in government
departments, he added.

‘Risk allowance’ hiked
In yet another move, the
Cabinet increased the bas-
ic salary by 30% per month
as “risk allowance” for pol-
ice officers and personnel
who are either working or
on deputation in the Anti-
Terrorism Squad.

[ ]
e Creation of 3,233 new government posts.
e 30% risk allowance hike for ATS personnel.
Relevance: Bihar-specific GK, Economy, Social welfare schemes.
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FTs can issue arrest warrants, send
foreigners’ to detention centres

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has given the Foreigners
Tribunals (FT), so far un-
ique to Assam, powers of a
first class judicial magis-
trate. The fresh Immigra-
tion and Foreigners Order,
2025, notified on Monday
paves the way to send per-
sons to a detention or a
holding centre if they fail
to produce any proof that
they are “not a foreigner”.
This was earlier enforced
through executive orders.
The 2025 order, which
replaces the Foreigners
(Tribunal) Order, 1964, em-
powers the FTs to issue ar-
rest warrants if a person
whose nationality has been
contested fails to appear in
person. The order has
been notified under the
Immigration and Foreign-
ers Act, 2025, passed by
Parliament in April repeal-
ing four other laws.
According to Assam’s
Home Department, there
were 11 Illegal Migrant De-
termination Tribunals
(IMDT) in the State that
were converted to tribu-
nals after the Supreme

FOREIGNERS' “TRIBUNAL

ZNO.)
BARPETA

Tense moments: In this 2019 photo, people wait at the Foreigners
Tribunal office in Barpeta in Assam. AP

Court scrapped the Illegal
Migrants (Determination
by Tribunals) Act, 1983, in
2005. In total, 100 FTs are
currently operational in
the State.

The number of FTs was
increased after the Nation-
al Register of Citizens
(NRC) was published in
2019 in Assam on the or-
ders of the Supreme Court.
The NRC, again unique to
Assam, excluded 19 lakh
out of 3.29 crore applicants
and FTs were to give adeq-
uate opportunity to the
those excluded from NRC
to present their case.

Though the order is ap-
plicable across the coun-

Foreigners Tribunals Empowered (National Issue)

English:

try, FTs are functional only
in Assam.

In other States, an illegal
migrant is produced before
a local court.

Curbs on employment
The order also bars em-
ploying foreigners in priv-
ate undertakings that are
engaged in the supply of
power or water, in the pe-
troleum sector, in the fields
of defence, space technol-
ogy, nuclear energy and
human rights without the
Central government’s nod.
“The designated Border
Guarding Forces or the
Coast Guard shall take
steps to prevent illegal mi-

grants attempting to enter
into India by sending them
back after capturing their
biometric information and
available demographic de-
tails on the designated por-
tal of the Central Govern-
ment,” the order said. It
added that matters related
to detection and deporta-
tion of illegal migrants set-
tled in the country shall be
closely monitored by a no-
dal officer designated for
this purpose by the State
government.

The order states that a
foreigner may be refused
entry or stay in India, “ifhe
is convicted on charges of
anti-national activities, es-
pionage, rape and murder,
crime against humanity,
terrorist and subversive ac-
tivity... human trafficking,
racketeering in fake travel
document and currency
(including crypto curren-
cy), cyber crime, child
abuse or found involved in
such offences.”

The Ministry notified
the Immigration and Fo-
reigners (Exemption) Or-
der, 2025 exempting Nepal
and Bhutan citizens , Tibe-
tans, and Sri Lankan Ta-
mils from the Act.

The Union Home Ministry gave Foreigners Tribunals (earlier unique to Assam) powers of first-class magistrates
under the new Immigration & Foreigners Act, 2025. They can issue arrest warrants and send declared foreigners
to detention centers. Employment restrictions on foreigners in key sectors were also added.

Relevance: Internal security, Citizenship/NRC issues, Assam polity.
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Ahead of PM’s Manipur trip, officials
set to meet Kuki-Zo groups today

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Ministry offi-
cials are all set to meet re-
presentatives of Kuki-Zo in-
surgent groups on
Wednesday to finalise the
extension of the suspen-
sion of operations (So0)
agreement that has been in
limbo since February 29,
2024 when the Manipur
government pulled out of
the tripartite pact, a go-
vernment source told The
Hindu on Tuesday.

The move comes ahead
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s expected visit to
Manipur in the second
week of September, as re-
ported by The Hindu.

This will be the Prime
Minister’s first visit since
May 2023 when ethnic vio-
lence erupted in the north-

Narendra Modi

eastern State. The Kuki-Zo
civil society groups are
likely to agree to open two
key National Highways —
number 2 and 37 — ahead
of the visit. The two high-
ways, passing through Ku-
ki-Zo-inhabited areas, are
key to connecting the land-
locked TImphal valley,
where the Meitei people

Manipur Peace Process - Kuki-Zo Talks

English:

live, to Nagaland and As-
sam, respectively. They are
critical for supply of essen-
tials and other commodi-
ties but have been shut for
the past two years for the
movement of Meitei peo-
ple.

Manipur has been un-
der President’s Rule since
February 13.

The Home Ministry res-
umed talks with the Kuki-
Zo So0 groups on June 9 af-
ter a gap of two years to re-
negotiate the SoO pact
with stringent ground
rules. One of the condi-
tions is reduction in the
number of SoO camps
from the existing 14 to se-
ven, away from Meitei-
dominated areas.

On Wednesday, the in-
surgent groups will hold
talks with A.K. Mishra, Ad-
viser (Northeast), Home

Ministry, and Intelligence

Bureau officials.
Prior to May 3, 2023,
when ethnic violence

erupted in the State, the
primary demand of the
So0 groups was autono-
mous territorial councils
within Manipur but after
the violence, they changed
the stance to demand a
separate administration,
defining it as a Union Terri-
tory with legislature.

The agreement in place
since 2008 has been pe-
riodically extended each
year except on February
29, 2024 when the Mani-
pur government refused to
extend the tripartite pact.
The Home Ministry and
So0 groups are the other
two signatories.

Meitei groups have ac-
cused the armed SoO
groups of armed attack.

Ahead of PM Modi’s visit to Manipur, the Home Ministry is set to meet Kuki-Zo insurgent groups to extend the

Suspension of Operations (So0) pact. Talks include reducing SoO camps and opening National Highways 2 & 37.
Kuki-Zo demand separate administration.
Relevance: North-East insurgency, Internal security, Federal challenges.
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Delhi riots conspiracy case: HC
rejects bail pleas of 10 accused

The court stresses that allegations involved a well-orchestrated conspiracy to destabilise law and order, hence careful

balancing of individual liberty with the safety of the public at large is required: it rejects the claim that delays justify bail

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

he Delhi High
I Court on Monday
dismissed the bail

pleas of 10 accused, includ-
ing former JNU students
Sharjeel Imam and Umar
Khalid, in the 2020 Delhi
riots larger conspiracy case
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties  (Prevention)  Act
(UAPA).

A Bench comprising Jus-
tice Navin Chawla and Jus-
tice Shalinder Kaur passed
separate orders dismissing
the petitions fled by
Imam, Khalid, Athar Khan,
Abdul Khalid Saifi, Gulfisha
Fatima, Meeran Haider,
Shifa-ur-Rehman, Moham-
mad Saleem Khan, and
Shadab Ahmed.

The accused had argued
that their prolonged incar-
ceration and the slow pace
of proceedings violated
their fundamental right to
liberty under Article 21.
They pointed out that the
prosecution planned to ex-
amine nearly 900 witness-

Y . '_"

Umar Khalid bei

nédetained by the police after protests against the

>

Citizenship Amendment Act in New Delhi in December 2019. FTi

es, making an early conclu-
sion of the trial unlikely.
Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, however, op-
posed the pleas, asserting
that the violence was not a
routine outbreak but a
“well-orchestrated conspi-
racy” timed with the then
U.S. President’s visit. He al-
leged that Imam and Kha-
lid played central roles in
instigating violence
through inflammatory
speeches and organisation-

Delhi Riots Conspiracy Case - Bail Denied

English:

al planning. The Bench ob-
served that while peaceful
protest was a protected
right under Article 19(1)(a),
it could not extend to con-
spiratorial violence.

“Any conspiratorial vio-
lence under the garb of
protests or demonstrations
by the citizens cannot be
permitted,” the Bench
said, adding that the roles
attributed to Imam, Khalid
and others were “prima fa-
cie grave”.

In the case of accused
Athar  Khan, Shadab
Ahmed, Abdul Khalid Saifi,
and Mohammad Saleem
Khan, the Bench said, “pri-
ma facie” they played their
respective active role in the
conspiracy and were in-
volved in the creation of
protest sites such as Khure-
ji, Chand Bagh, Karawal
Nagar, Kardam Nagar, and

Nizamuddin, among
others.
For  Shifa-Ur-Rehman

and Meeran Haider, the
Bench took note of the fact
that they played an active
part in executing the con-
spiracy as they were al-
leged to be among the key
fundraisers for the protest
sites.

In Gulfisa Fatima’s case,
the court was told by the
prosecution  that  she
played an active role in the
execution of the conspira-
cy, as she was responsible
for managing and actively
guiding the protest sites at
Seelampur-Jafrabad in
northeast Delhi areas.

The court rejected the

claim of the accused that
the delays justified bail. It
noted that the trial had
reached the stage of argu-
ments on the framing of
charges, indicating pro-
gress in the proceedings.

It emphasised that the
allegations involved a “pre-
meditated and well-or-
chestrated conspiracy™ to
destabilise law and order,
and therefore, required
careful balancing of indivi-
dual liberty with the “safe-
ty and security of the pu-
blic at large”.

The court also distin-
guished the present ac-
cused from co-accused
such as Devangana Kalita,
Natasha Narwal, and Asif
Igbal Tanha, who were
granted bail earlier. It said
parity could not be
claimed as a matter of
right, since the “roles
ascribed to the present ap-
pellants are distinct”.

During the day, another
Bench rejected the bail
plea of Tasleem Ahmed,
who was arrested on June
24, 2020 in the riots case.

Delhi High Court dismissed bail pleas of Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, and others in the 2020 riots conspiracy case
under UAPA. Court held that allegations involved “premeditated conspiracy” and distinguished from earlier bailed

co-accused.

Relevance: Internal security, UAPA law, Civil liberties.
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Indian, Thai
soldiers begin
joint exercise
in Meghalaya

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The India-Thailand joint
military  exercise MAI-
TREE-XIV commenced on
Monday with a ceremonial
opening at the Joint Train-
ing Node, Umroi in Megha-
laya.

The 14th edition of the
exercise will run from Sep-
tember 1to 14. Aimed at en-
hancing interoperability
and mutual understand-
ing, the exercise is part of
the ongoing military-to-
military exchange pro-
gramme between the two
nations.

The previous edition
was held at Fort Vachira-
prakan in Tak Province,
Thailand. The Indian Army
contingent of 120 person-
nel from a battalion of the
Madras Regiment is partici-
pating alongside 53 sol-
diers of the Royal Thai Ar-
my’s Ist Infantry Battalion,
14th Infantry Brigade.

This year’s focus is on
company-level, counter-
terrorist operations in se-
mi-urban terrain under
Chapter VII of the United
Nations Charter.



India-Thailand Maitree Exercise

English:

14th edition of Maitree-XIV joint military exercise between India and Thailand began at Umroi, Meghalaya. Focus:
counter-terror operations in semi-urban terrain under UN Charter Chapter VII.

Relevance: Defence cooperation, International relations.
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