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Governors must act
‘forthwith’ on Bills,
States argue in SC
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Governors create conflict
by sitting over Bills for years

together. Their doubts about the
constitutionality of Bills is a bogey

KAPIL SIBAL
Counsel for West Bengal

Governors have to
act on the advice

of the State government.

Governance cannot happen
in a constant state of conflict

GOPAL SUBRAMANIUM

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

States ruled by non-BJP
parties argued in the Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day that even a three-
month deadline given in
the Tamil Nadu Governor
case judgment may be too
long, and State Bills pre-
sented to Governors must
be assented to by these
“titular heads” forthwith.
West Bengal, Karnataka
and Himachal Pradesh said
the will of the people,
which the proposed laws
manifest, cannot be sacrif-
iced on the altar of the
whims and fancies of Go-
vernors. They said sitting
over Bills was a quiet dis-
guise for denying assent,
but without necessarily
having to return the pro-
posed laws to the legisla-
ture for reconsideration.
The three States said
that if the Centre wanted
them to presume that a
high constitutional author-
ity like the Governor would
act with integrity while
dealing with Bills, the same
courtesy must be extended
to State legislatures which
also happened to be high
constitutional authorities.

Counsel for Karnataka

Appearing before a five-
judge Presidential Refe-
rence Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal, for West Bengal,
said Article 200 required
the Governor to return a
Bill to a State Legislature
“as soon as possible” in
case he disagreed with it.

Mr. Sibal interpreted “as
soon as possible” to mean
“forthwith or immediate-
ly”. ““Forthwith’ must ap-
ply to Governors and Presi-
dent, who is actually the
Union government, while
dealing with grant of as-
sent. Bills cannot wait,” he
submitted. The Governor
had no business question-
ing the constitutionality of
Bills. He was bound to
grant assent if the legisla-
ture re-passed them. Later,
once the Bills are notified
as laws, citizens could test
their constitutionality in
court, the senior lawyer
said.

He drew attention to Ar-
ticle 167, which made it the
Chief Minister’s duty to ap-
prise the Governor of laws
being contemplated by the
State Cabinet. This was
done as a part of the pre-le-
gislative process.



Governors Must Act ‘Forthwith’ on State Bills, States Argue in SC

Summary (English):
States like West Bengal, Karnataka, and Himachal Pradesh argued before the Supreme Court that Governors
should not delay assent to Bills passed by State legislatures. They said Article 200 requires immediate action,
not indefinite sitting on Bills. Kapil Sibal emphasized that constitutionality should be tested later in courts,
not by Governors.
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Two-rate GST to kick in on September 22

I Govt. keeps slabs at 5% and 18%; introduces ‘special’
% rate for goods such as tobacco and luxury items

The Hindu Burcan
NEW DELMI

be Goods and Ser
vices Tax (GST)
Coursil, during its

S6eh meeting, decwded 1o
revitiog the fax structure
o & primarlly two-rase
system, as proposed by the
Central government, Un
lony Fimance Misdster 'Sic
Sitharaman — un

Inaly
posnced on Wednesday

AT Tromm (e Two rates
of 5% and 8%, the new
GST systern wonld abso in
clude a3 4% “special rate”
o sin goocls sach as tobac
o and luxury trems sach
as lange curs, yacles, and
beltcogners.

1o decicen will coene
im0 effect from Sepoenier
22 for mose Hews, she said
Oy toluadcn ani T
relared prochices will me
to the pew structure at 2
e specitiod by thw
roder

(R

govermment  also
thint the et fix

tom patterns m 202524,
would be 348,000 crore
However, the officials cliri
fied that the real implica:
tiom would be known an
the basis of current oom-
sumption, and that the
rate rationalisation was ex
pected 1o resulk 0 o bu
ovancy effect, and m-
proved compliance
“These reforms  have
Py carrhed out with a fo-
st an the commaon man.”
M. Sitharnman seid, “Ev-
ery tax levied oo the com
mon  man has  gooe
thwoaggh a rigoroes ookiog
into, and m most Cases, the
rates have come downe La
bour-tensive  industries
have been gven good sup
pout, Farmers and agrocul
ture will Denefit froem the
decsions.  Heahb-related
sictors will also beoefi
She further sald that
common-use and macddle
chass ety will sew a redu
tion, with peoducts such as
hair ol s0ap, slmpoo,
toothbrush, toothguste, bi-
owle, bl and kitchen
ware, and other household

List s sut Unon

meviing in Shew Dol 08 Wedhtrad

articles being moved to 5%
from eigher 18% or 12%

No tax on Indian breads
The other ltems moving
down to the 85 rate in
dude namkeens, sjuces,
pasta,  instant  noodles,
hocolotes, ooffow,  amd
butter. Twelve specified

vance Wavater Nemals

Individual life insurance policies, individual health
policies will move to 0% slab from the earlier 18%

boo-pesticides,  biormen
thol, and bbour-intensive
ieems such as handicrafts,
marble, travertine blocks,
granite biocks, and inser
medise  leather  goods
would move from 12% w
5%. Notably, cement will
mowe fraom Z8% 10 18%

The Fmance Minisis

Two-Rate GST System to be Implemented from 22 September
Summary (English):
The GST Council revamped tax slabs: 5% and 18% will be the primary rates, with a special 40% rate on sin
goods (tobacco, luxury cars, yachts, etc.). Items like bread, paneer, life insurance, health insurance, and 33
life-saving medicines will become tax-free. Cement will shift from 28% to 18%. This aims to benefit common

people, agriculture, textiles, and health sectors.

Sitravaman speaking tn the macks ather the G5T Cowncl

further sald that items
such as ultra-high tempera
ture milk, paneer, and all
Inlizn brrexdt, inchuding ro-
s, chapatis, and parathas
workd see their tax rate £
10 0% from the earlier 3%
On insusance services,
Inctiviclunl ke insurance
policies  and  indevidual

health policees will move to
0% from 15%

A total of 33 lifeaving
drugs and medicnes will
move from 12% w 0%,
while spectaches o corest
vidon would nsove from
285 10 5%, The txx on dec
tric vebickes s been re
tasned ut S8

“The long-pending e
verted duty structure s be
g rectified for the man-
made textile sector by
reducing the GST rate on
manmade tibre from 18%
10 5% and manmade yarm
froam 12% 10 5N Ms. Sieha
raman said. “That will take
care of every anomaly doe
to duty mversion m this
ector”

Inversion rectified
The invested dury struc
ture regGarding  fertilisers
will also be rectsbed, with
the duty on sulphuric scid
nhne ackl and amnsonia
bty redoced lrom I8N 0
5%

The speciasl rate of 0%
will npply only oo partios
br sn and supesluoury

Move likely to reduce prices of daily-use goods,
food items, life-saving medicines and cement

goods such as pan masaka,
chgirettes, guika, chewasbke
tobacco, zarda, wsmanu-
Factured tobacon and bidi,
as well 2 goods including
serated water, Giffeinated
beverages,  midsie o
large cars, motorcyches of
engines excoading 330 o,
belicopters and alrplines
for  persomal  use, and
yaches or other vessels for
evale use

M. Sitharaman tarther
exphaioed that the GST rae
o0 pan masala, gutka, cigs
rettes, chewable and un-
marsfacrured twobacco,
and bedi would reqsain at
28%, I addition (o a com
pensition cess, a current
ly i place.

Once the Centre dis
charges the Joars #t bad
borrowed to compersate
States, these tobaoco and
tohacco-refated items will
e o the 4078 il Ms
Shtharaman sad the loan
waonhl fikely be repaid
within this caleoddar year

KEY REDUCTIONS
»PAGE A
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Foreign firms halted India projects worth X2 lakh crore

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

Tariltfrelated  uncertainty
pushed foreign companies
10 pull the plug on nearly
12 lakh crece worth of pro-
jects in Indlia in the first
quarter of this fnancal
year, more than 1.200%
higher than the corres-
ponding quarter last vear,

An analysis by The Hin-
du of daty froms the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Eco-
nomy (CMIE) shows that
foreig peivate companles
dropped  projects worth
21.97 lakh crove in QI of
202526, the highest
amount since at least 2010,
the earliest date for which
there is data, and 570%
higher than the long-term
quarterly average.

The CMIE dasa further

breaks up the dropped
projects into those that
have been abandoned en
tirely, shelved temporarily,
stalled, or for which infor-
mation is not available on
why it was dropped. Given
the recesicy of the data, the
bulk of the dropped pro-
Jects Rall under the “kack of
Information” category.

Tariff woes
According to economists,
however, the reason s
clear: tariff-related
uncertainty.

The period between this
Apell and June saw a lot of
missed deadlines in terms
of a ‘minl wrade deal' being
announced between India
ancd the United  States,
which was supposed o ad-
dress the issue of recipro-
cal tariffs imposed by the

Uncertain times

Foremn companies are grooping
thesr pregects in india, and are
F0INZ Fow On NEW announcements
Amid 1 ocaaindy over the LS
tariffs. The chart shows the value of
dropped projects in sery Quaries in

the lsxt 15 peary

)
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Unites States on Indian
Imports.

“This is very largely the
impact of tariff uncertain-
ties.” DK Seivastava, Chied
Policy Advisor a1 EY India,
told The Hindu.

“Whether this will carry
on will depend on whether
these companies are from
the United States or el

..llI" -Il-ll'llll.-.l"l..lullll ll.l.lmll

March 2018

sewhere. Mostly, If the in-
vestment was {rom US.
companies, they would
have dropped it. Apant
from the wrifls, the US.
President Is also keen for
these companles to move
their investments back 1o
the US"

Mr. Srivastava, lowever,
was confident that a large

Foreign Companies Halted Projects Worth X2 Lakh Crore in India
Summary (English):
Foreign firms dropped record projects worth X1.97 lakh crore in Q1 of 2025-26 due to tariff-related
uncertainties, especially pending U.S.-India trade deals. The ratio of dropped to new projects surged,
reflecting negative investor sentiment. Economists suggest clarity on tariff policies is needed to bring

investments back.
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part of these nvestnents
would return once there
was greater clarity on the
tariffs.

New projects

The  analysis  further
showed that this invest-
ment uncertalnty was also
reflected In new project
ANNOUNCeMents.

The ratio of dropped
Progects 10 new project an-
nouncements - a rough
metric of imvestment mood
- strgexd to a value of 8.8 in
Q1 of this year, The higher
the figure, the more pesss-
mistic the investors. This
ratlo was the highest since
2000,

The value of new pro-
Jects announced by toveign
companies in India in QI
stood ar 22490 crore.
While this was nearly 50%
higher than in Q1 of last
veas, this is likely because
the Apriljune 2024 quar-
ter saw an overall invest-
ment showdown due to last
year's pgeneral election.
The value of new project
announcements by foreign
companies in QI was 56%
lower than the long-term
quarterly average,

2025-26 31 Tgel! farre! # fag=h Hufral 3 @ 21.97 9@ B BT URGSHN A & | SHST SR Yoob-
et srfAfiaany oy YRa-3AN®T TR Tugid # 3 3811 71 Wistded &1 ga-1 | 35, fhy 71T Wieiee &1
SuTd 9eT, o A=) &1 TeRTaS v fe@ | fagiumt &1 9= 2 for Yow -ifa w yar om 9 faw

a0 AT AT gl



Relentless rain, flooding claim dozens of lives,
cause huge property loss across North India

The Hindu Bureau
DELHI/CHANDIGARH/
SRINAGAR/RAIPUR

Heavy rain and floods con-
tinued to batter States in
northern India on Wednes-
day, causing severe dam-
age to life and property,

In Himachal Pradesh, 11
people died in the past 24
hours during which rain
triggered landslides, In
Punjab, the swollen Sutlej,
Beas and Ravi rivers
caused widespread devas-
tation with the State go-
vernment pegging the
death toll in recent rain-re-
lated incidents to 37.

In Jammu & Kashmir,

two people were killed.
FULL REPORT New course: Floodwater enters homes along the banks of the swolien Doodh Ganga river in Dangerpora Wathoora of Budgam district in
» PAGE 4 central Kashmir on Wednesday, INRAN NISSAR

Heavy Rains, Floods, and Landslides Devastate Northern India

Summary (English):

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, J&K, and Chhattisgarh witnessed deaths, landslides, crop loss, and property
damage due to incessant rains. BSF outposts and fencing along the Pakistan border were damaged. Rahul
Gandhi urged the PM to announce a special relief package.

AR (%v_(ﬂ'):

fRuTae wewT, Yoy, S-SR SR BfiTe § @A a1 3R aTe @ Y aaTE §8 | 9H-UTd ST JHu,
YRGA 3R Bl B gaidl g8 | UTfpar WA IR S ot 9feat ok a1s W gifowa g5 | iga i 3
TUTEA A faiy g Aw S A BT



Jaishankar meets German Foreign
Minister, pushes for EU-India FTA

Trade agreement will help stabilise global economy as a ‘ballast which today the world economy really needs’, says External
Affairs Minister; the visiting German Minister calls Russian and Chinese aggression the biggest international challenges

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and Germany
lmmmitwd on Wed-

nesday to doubling
trade and expediting ef-
forts to complete the India-
European Union Free
Trade Agreement under
negotiation, amid uncer-
tainty over whether Eu-
rope would follow the U.S.
in imposing secondary
sanctions on countries for
buying Russian oil.

After talks with German
Foreign Minister johann
Wadephul, External Affairs
Minister S, Jaishankar said
the two sides discussed the
“twin challenges” of eco-
nomic volatility and politi-
cal uncertainty, a refe-
rence  to  the US.
imposition of 50% tariffs
and sanctions,

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the meeting,
Mr. Wadephul called Rus-
sia and China the two big-
gest challenges to the inter
national world order.

“We would like the [In-
dia-EU FTA talks] to move

Common cause: 5. Jaishankar during a meeting with his German
counterpart, Johann Wadephul, in New Delhl. pri

to a decisive conclusion in
the coming days,” Mr
Jaishankar sald, referring
to the next round of talks
between trade negotiators,
He added that an FTA
would help stabilise the
global economy as a “bal-
last which today the world
economy really needs”,
Indian and EU negotia
tors have fast-tracked their
talks and expect to meet
more regularly, possibly
every month in order to
reach the yearend dea
dline set by EU President
Ursula Von der Leyen and
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi when they met in Fe-
bruary this year. However,
as with the India-U.S. trade
negotiations, the two sides
have differences over is
sues such as agricultural
market access for food and
dairy products.

Another major issue
may arise between the two
sides if the EU leadership
follows U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in imposing
secondary sanctions on In-
dian companies due to the
purchase of Russian oil. On
Friday, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz announced
that Germany and France

India-Germany Push for EU-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

Summary (English):

would push for the US.
and the EU to enforce sanc-
tions on “other nations
whose purchases of oil and
gas finance a large part of
Russia’s war economy”.

In Delhi, Mr. Wadephul
did not respond directly to
a guestion about whether
Germany would endorse
the penalty tariffs against
India, but said their inten-
tion was to ensure Russia
would come to the nego
tiating table with Ukraine.

“We have not used ta-
riffs but sanctions that we
have imposed on Russia so
as to ensure that Russia
which has to fund its war
will be less able to do so”,
he said, adding that while
the EU countries did not
want to Stop countries
from accessing the oil they
need, Russia should not be
able to use “detours” to sell
its oil to Europe. In the last
round of sanctions, the EU
had banned trade with
Navara Energy, a consorti-
um of Russian oil major
Rosneft and other compa-
nies in India.

The German Foreign Mi-

nister, who arrived in India
a day after Mr. Modi's
meeting with Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing made international
headlines, also lashed out
at Russian and Chinese
“aggression", and said he
welcomed Mr. Modi's call
for a ceasefire in Ukraine
during his meetings.

“China’s increasingly ag-
gressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific is cause for
concern for both our coun-
tries,” he said, adding, “Se-
curity in the Indo Pacific is
closely linked to security in
Europe. Russia’s war of ag-
gression, for us in Germa
ny and Europe, remains
the biggest challenge to
our security policy.”

Mr. Jaishankar sides-
tepped the comments by
Mr. Wadephul, saying India
believed a “multi-polar
world with strategic auto-
nomy can best respond [to
economic  and  political
challenges| through more
intensive  consultations
and cooperation among
key member states”™.

EAM S. Jaishankar and German FM Johann Wadephul agreed to expedite India-EU FTA talks to stabilise the
global economy. Discussions included concerns over U.S. sanctions on Russian oil buyers. Germany
highlighted China and Russia as major threats to global order, while Jaishankar stressed multipolarity and

strategic autonomy.
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Govt. plans to link 11 lakh anganwadis with schools

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

In a bid 1o ensure continui-
ty in early childhood edu-
cation, the Union govern-
ment  on  Wednesday
issued guidelines to facili-
tate co-location efforts to
place almaost 11 lakh angan-
wadis on the premises of
primary schools.

Anganwadi centres ca-
ter o the nutrition and ear-
Iy learning needs of chil-
dren between zero and six
years, and locating them
on school premises ena-
bles a smooth transition to
formal schooling in Class 1.
The guidelines were issued
jointly by the Ministries of
Education and Women
and Child Development,
which oversees anganwadi
centres.

So far, nearly 2.9 lakh
anganwadis have been co-
located with the nearest

The guidelines were jointly Launched by Union Ministers
Dharmendra Pradhan and Annpurna Devi, FLE PHOTO

schools, out of the 14 lakh
anganwadis and 9.16 lakh
schools with Class 1, Secre-
tary, Women and Child
Welfare, Anil Malik said.
“However, there are close
w 11 lakh anganwadis
which have not been
mapped or co-location has
not occurred,” he added.
“Before this, there were
no synergistic and conver-
gence guidelines on how
AWCs and schools having

Grade 1 should work to-
gether. There was a sense
in the field that the role of
anganwadi was different
from that of schools and
that there was no organic
link between the two,” he
noted, adding that it is vital
to map anganwadis to the
nearest schools to ensure
that lowerincome group
children are provided ac-
cess to pre-primary educa-
tion.

Govt. to Link 11 Lakh Anganwadis with Primary Schools

Summary (English):

The Union government
has issued a curriculum for
children aged three to six
vears, titled ‘Aadharshila’.
Co-location can help in
convergence between an-
ganwadi stafl and school
teachers, joint planning of
activities, curriculum
alignment, and active com-
munity participation, Mr.
Malik said.

The guidelines provide
States and Union Territo-
ries with a road map to
strengthen their co-loca-
tion procedure, he added.

The guidelines were
jointly launched by Union
Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Union Minister for Women
and Child Development
Annpurna Devi.

They emphasise the im-
portance of reconciling the
data of children between
three and six years in the
target population to avoid

duplication between MoE
and MoWCD databases.

Mr. Kumar explained
that the Automated Perma-
nent Academic Account
Registry [Ds (APAAR [Ds)
now being provided to
school children from Class
1 onwards can be extended
for children between the
ages of three and six who
attend anganwadis, for ea-
sier tracking.

He added that the MoE
is in discussion with the
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
to ensure that the civil re-
gistration and Aadhar data-
bases can be linked for a
child from the moment
they are born and assigned
an identity. “This unique
number will stay with the
child for their entire life,
and can be converted into
Poshan  Tracker and
APAAR ID when the child
enters the school system.”

The Union Government issued guidelines to co-locate nearly 11 lakh anganwadis with primary schools to
ensure smooth transition from pre-primary to Class 1. This includes data integration (APAAR ID, Poshan
Tracker, Aadhaar) and a common curriculum “Aadharshila” for ages 3-6.
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India’s first vulture
conservation portal
launched in Assam

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An Assam-based founda-
tion working on vulture
conservation has deve-
loped a portal - reportedly
the first of its kind in India -
to build a network of indi-
viduals engaged in saving
the large scavenger birds.

A group of organisations
led by We Foundation In-
dia launched the portal on
Tuesday in collaboration
with Gauhati University’s
Department of Zoology.

The event brought to-
gether conservationists, re-
searchers, scientists, aca-
demicians, and students to
discuss the status of vul-
tures in India and the mea-
sures needed for their
survival.

“We organised the event
ahead of International Vul-
ture Awareness Day, which
is observed every year on
the first Saturday of Sep-
tember to highlight the im-

The initiative aims
to share information
in local languages,
beginning with
Assamese

portance of vultures and
the urgent need for their
conservation,” said Nilut-
pal Mahanta of We Founda-
tion India.

He said the focus of the
portal was on disseminat-
ing information in local
languages, beginning with
Assamese, to ensure that
people at the grassroots
understood how vulture
survival was linked to their
lives and the local
economy.

We Foundation’s partn-
ers in The Vulture Network
include the Assam Bird
Monitoring Network, LASA
Foundation, Suraksha Sa-
mitee, and individual con-
servationists and
researchers.

India’s First Vulture Conservation Portal Launched in Assam

Summary (English):



We Foundation India, along with Gauhati University and other partners, launched India’s first online vulture
conservation portal. It aims to create awareness in local languages (starting with Assamese) and build a
national network of researchers, students, and conservationists.
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