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PM calls for harmony in violence-torn Manipur

Modi stresses need for dialogue between hill, valley
districts during his first visit since violence erupted

Vijaita Singh
CHURACHANDPUR/IMPHAL

n his first visit to
0 Manipur since eth-
nic violence erupt-

ed over two years ago,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday called
for strengthening dialogue
to build a strong bridge of

harmony between the
State’s hill and valley
districts.

The ethnic contlict that
broke out in May 2023 is
between the Meitei people,
who dominate the Imphal
valley, and the Kuki-Zo pe-
ople, who dominate the
surrounding hills.

After flying into Imphal
airport from Aizawl in Miz-
oram, where he had inaug-
urated a railway project,
Mr. Modi headed by road
to the hill district of Chura-
chandpur.  Establishing
peace is essential for deve-
lopment anywhere, he
said, after inaugurating
projects  worth 7,300
crore and meeting inter-
nally displaced people.

PM calls for harmony in violence-torn Manipur

English:

On his return from the
hill district, Mr. Modi ad-
dressed a gathering at Kan-
gla Fort in Imphal city, 61
km from Churachandpur.
He inaugurated projects
worth ¥1,200 crore at
Imphal.

Rain hits schedule

Incessant rain forced last-
minute changes in the
Prime Minister’s schedule
and  security arrange-
ments. Though he was ori-
ginally slated 1o travel by
helicopter directly from Ai-
zawl to Churachandpur be-
fore flying to Imphal, Mr.
Modi was forced to travel
by road from the State cap-
ital, The planned road-
show in Churachandpur
had to be curtailed.

Buffer zones guarded by
central security forces
have been carved out bet-
ween the State’s Meitei and
Kuki-Zo dominated areas.
Travelling through one
such buffer zone between
Bishnupur and Chura-
chandpur, Mr. Modi’s mo-
torcade crossed a damaged

He inaugurates projects worth ¥7,300 crore
across Imphal and Churachandpur districts

Many worries: Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacting with the
displaced people in Churachandpur on Saturday. AtiPMO

bridge that was blown up
by miscreants in 2023 and
several homes and proper-
ties that were burnt during
the conflict.

“Manipur is a land of
hope and promise. Unfor-
tunately, violence had
gripped this magnificent
area. A little while ago, 1
met the affected people
who are living in camps.
After speaking with them, T

can say that a new dawn of
hope and confidence is
awaiting Manipur,” Mr. Mo-
di said in Churachandpur.

He said the Union go-
vernment would continue
to cooperate with the State
government to help reset-
tle displaced people in ap-
propriate locations as soon
as possible, and to esta-
blish peace.

More than 60,000 peo-

We need jobs,
people tell PM

CHURACHANDPUR/IMPHAL
People staying in relief camps
requested Prime Minister
Narendra Medi for help. 1 told
the Prime Minister that we
need jobs, there is no regular
source of income... Many
people have committed suicide
here. We cannot secure the
future of our children. We have
to depend on others for food
or work as daily wage
labourers to make ends meet,”
said one of the displaced
residents. » PAGE 4

ple were displaced during
the violence and around
250 people have been
killed.

Mlegal migration
Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla said that the
State would have to ad-
dress the challenges of ille-
gal migration from across
the international border.
“We as citizens have a

duty to safeguard our
country and its interest.
We cannot afford for our
land to be encroached and
illegaily inhabited by peo-
ple from beyond the bor-
ders. Both State and
Centre are committed to
take effective steps to ad-
dress this challenge,” the
Governor said.

Manipur has been un-
der President’s Rule since
February 13.

“I am pleased that re-
cently dialogues have be-
gun with different groups
in the hills and valleys for
reaching agreements.,

These efforts are part of

the Government of Bha-
rat’s commitment to esta-
blishing peace through dia-
logue, respect, and mutual
understanding. 1 urge all
organisations to move for
ward on the path of peace,
fulfil their dreams, and se-
cure the future of their
children,” Mr. Modi said.
He said the government
is providing assistance to
construct 7,000  new
homes for displaced fami-

He meets internally displaced people, pledging
assistance and construction of 7,000 homes

lies. Recently, a special
package of nearly 33,000
crore has been approved
for the State, while a spe-
cial provision of 500
crore has been made for
helping displaced people.

Addressing tribal youth,
the Prime Minister said he
was “well aware of [their]
dreams and struggles”,
promising that various so-
lutions are being worked
out to address their con-
cerns.

Saf ing interests
In Imphal, the Prime Mi-
nister emphasised that the
interests of the people
must be safeguarded and
that those forced to live in
camps should be able to re-
turn to their normal lives.
“Our government is contin-
uously working to ensure
peace and stability in Ma-
nipur.” he said.

Highlighting that the
Centre has significantly re-
duced GST, the Prime Mi-
nister said this would bring
double benefits to the peo-
ple of Manipur.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Manipur for the first time since ethnic violence erupted in May 2023. He
stressed dialogue between Meitei (valley) and Kuki-Zo (hill) communities, announced projects worth 7,300 crore,
pledged 7,000 homes for displaced people, and highlighted measures against illegal migration. Manipur remains
under President’s Rule since February 2025.
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EC claims ‘exclusive’ power
to decide on holding SIR

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) has, in no uncertain
terms, told the Supreme

Court to leave alone its “ex-

clusive jurisdiction” to de-
cide when and how to con-
duct special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

The commission was
responding to a petition
seeking a judicial direction
from the top court to the
panel to conduct SIR at
“regular intervals”
throughout the country to
identify and expel foreign
infiltrators enrolled as In-
dian voters.

EC’s call

The commission said its
power to decide if a revi-
sional exercise would be
intensive or summary
would “depend on the sit-
uation”.

The call was entirely its
own and outside the judi-
cial ambit.

“The decision to con-
duct a summary or an in-
tensive revision of the elec-
toral roll is left to the
discretion of the ECI. The
ECI has complete discre-
tion over the policy of revi-
sion to the exclusion of any
other authority,” it
submitted.

Provisions of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1950 and the Registra-
tion of Electoral Rules,
1960 gave the commission

@

The decision to conduct
asummary or an
intensive revision of the electoral
roll is left to the discretion of the
EC. It has complete discretion
over the policy of revision, to the

™

exclusion of any other authority

ELECTION COMMISSION IN SUPREME COURT

the timing of the revisional
exercise”.

“The obligation to con-
duct a revision of the elec-
toral roll is not couched
within a timeline,” the EC
noted. The poll body said
the law allowed it power to
hold a special revision of
the electoral roll of any
constituency or part of it
“in such a manner as it
may think fit”.

‘Periodic SIR necessary’
The petitioner, Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay, said pe-
riodic SIR before every
general, State and local bo-
dy elections was necessary
to protect the purity of the
electoral process. But the
poll panel would brook no
interference from the
courts.

“A direction to conduct
SIR at ‘regular intervals’
throughout the country
would encroach the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of the
Election Commission,” the
poll body said.

The exchange has come
in the middle of an ongoing
dispute over the Bihar SIR

ers, including Opposition
political parties, have
claimed to be “citizenship
screening” in the guise of a
revisional exercise of the
State’s electoral roll.

‘Fully cognisant’
The poll body assured that
it was “fully cognisant of its
statutory duty to maintain
the purity and integrity of
the electoral rolls”.

The EC confirmed there
would be a nationwide SIR
with January 1, 2026 as the
qualifying date.

“There is a letter of July
5 to all Chief Electoral Of-
ficers (CEOs) of States and
UTs to initiate immediate
pre-revision activities for
the SIR of electoral rolls
with reference to January 1,
2026 as the qualifying date
on a nationwide basis,” the
EC informed the court.

The poll body said it had
convened a conference of
all the CEOs of the States
and Union Territories in
New Delhi on September
10 to “further strengthen
and coordinate preparato-
ry measures for conduct-



Election Commission claims ‘exclusive’ power on Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

English:

The Election Commission told the Supreme Court it has sole discretion to decide when and how to conduct intensive
revision of electoral rolls. It rejected petitions seeking court-mandated periodic SIR, saying such directions would
encroach upon EC’s constitutional authority. The EC confirmed a nationwide SIR with January 1, 2026 as qualifying
date.
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Impose tariffs on Russian oil buyers, USS. tells G7

Press Trust of India
Agence France-Presse
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

The US. has asked G7
members to impose tariffs
on countries purchasing
oil from Russia, asserting
that only “unified efforts”
that cut off funding to Mos-
cow’s war machine at
source can apply sufficient
pressure to end “the sense-
less killing” in Ukraine.
Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent and the U.S.
Trade Representative, Ja-
mieson Gl‘t‘t’l', were on a
call with G7 Finance Minis-
ters on Friday when they
cM

Applying pressure: Donald Trump with Scott Bessent, middle, in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. Arp

reiterated President Do-
nald Trump’s call to the
bloc’s partners about im-
posing tariffs on countries

purchasing oil from Russia.

G7 is an intergovern-
mental bloc of rich, indus-
trialised countries com-

U.S. asks G7 to impose tariffs on Russian oil buyers

English:
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prising the U.S., Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, and the U.K.

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump
said he was ready to sanc-
tion Moscow, but on the
condition that all NATO al-
lies agree to completely
halt purchases of Russian
oil and implement their
own sanctions.

He also suggested mem-
bers of the transatlantic al-
liance consider slapping ta-
riffs of 50% to 100% on
China as a way to help end
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The U.S. has imposed
50% tariffs on Indian
goods, including a 25% ad-

ditional duty for India’s
purchase of Russian oil.
Mr. Trump branded NA-
TO nations’ purchase of
Russian oil “shocking™ and
said it weakens their bar-
gaining power over Mos-
cow. “Anyway, I am ready
to ‘go’ when you are. Just
say when?” “I believe that
(NATO sanctions on Rus-
sia), plus NATO, as a group,
placing 50% to 100% TA-
RIFFS ON CHINA, to be ful-
ly withdrawn after the
WAR with Russia and Uk-
raine is ended, will also be
of great help in ENDING
this deadly, but RIDICU-
LOUS, WAR,” he added.

The U.S. urged G7 members to impose tariffs on countries buying Russian oil to cut Moscow’s war funding. Former
President Trump suggested NATO allies halt Russian oil imports and impose 50-100% tariffs on China. India faces
50% tariffs on its exports due to Russian oil purchases.
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CPA meet adopts four-point resolution for
increasing people’s trust in institutions

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The 1ith Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association
(CPA), India region confe-
rence, which concluded
here on Saturday, adopted
a four-point resolution in
order to increase people’s

trust in democratic
institutions.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla told the media that
presiding officers of 26
States participated in the
three-day conference.

The resolutions passed
by the CPA are aimed at in-
creasing people’s trust in
democratic institutions,
eliminating deadlock and

CPA meet adopts resolution to boost trust in legislatures

English:

PN

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla with Karnataka Speakers Basavaraj

Horatti, and UT. Khader on Saturday in Bengaluru. ALLEN EGENUSE J

disruptions in both Houses
of Parliament and State le-
gislatures to ensure more
time in discussing issues of
public welfare, he said.

On frequent disruptions
in Parliament and legisla-
tures, he appealed to MPs

and MLAs to raise issues of
political interest outside
the House to maintain dig-
nity of the House.

A comprehensive data-
base would be prepared on
all important issues in le-
gislatures to ensure better

quality of debate and dis-
cussions in legislative insti-
tutions, said Mr. Birla. He
said digital technology
would be adopted in legis-
latures so that the proceed-
ings of democratic institu-
tions would be properly
communicated to the peo-
ple and the efficiency of le-
gislative bodies improved.

Women’s participation
Mr. Birla acknowledged the
fact that a large proportion
of the country’s popula-
tion is youth and women,
and said legislatures
should make necessary ef-
forts to ensure their grea-
ter participation in demo-
cratic institutions.

The 11th Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (India region) conference passed a 4-point resolution to improve
people’s trust in legislatures, reduce disruptions, ensure quality debates, and increase women and youth participation.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla stressed using digital technology for transparency.
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Mehbooba urges
Speaker to condemn
AAP MLAS detention

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister and Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti on Saturday urged
Assembly Speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather to convene a
special session to condemn
the detention of Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) legislator
Mehraj Malik under the Pu-
blic Safety Act (PSA). Mean-
while, the situation in Do-
da district, which
witnessed protests in sup-
port of Mr. Malik, is gra-
dually returning to normal.

“I urge Hon’ble Speaker
Abdul Rahim Rather to call
a special Assembly session
to condemn the PSA and
arrest of MLA Mehraj Ma-
lik. A resolution can put
pressure on the Union go-
vernment to release Malik
and protect all MLAs from
future targeting. Also,
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah should extend legal
aid to thousands of poor
Kashmiris languishing in
jails across India. They
need it the most,” Ms. Muf-
ti said.

Describing the deten-
tion of the AAP MLA as “an
attack on democratic va-
lues and institutions”, she
said, “The J&K government
should have resolved the
matter through legislative
procedures rather than

Mehbooba Mufti

placing an elected repre-
sentative behind bars. In-
voking PSA against an MLA
is unacceptable.”

She pressed for a joint
resolution through the As-
sembly to be sent to Delhi.
“ Undermining democratic
institutions by targeting
elected leaders is sheer in-
justice,” Ms. Mufti said.

Highlighting the plight
of youth lodged in prisons
in Tihar, Agra, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh, she
said, “They need to be of-
fered legal help.”

Referring to the AAP’s
stand on the abrogation of
Article 370 and the recent
detention of AAP MP San-
jay Singh during his Kash-
mir visit, Ms. Mufti re-
marked, “Those who
supported the abrogation
of Article 370 are now fac-
ing its consequences. The
AAP voted for its removal
in 2019, claiming it was
good for J&K. Today it has
realised the reality.”



Mehbooba urges Speaker to condemn detention of AAP MLA under PSA

English:

Former J&K CM Mehbooba Mufti asked the Assembly Speaker to pass a resolution condemning the detention of AAP
legislator Mehraj Malik under the Public Safety Act, calling it an attack on democracy. She highlighted plight of
%?glmiri youth in prisons across India.
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Most tourist spots in J&K
have been reopened: Omar

J&K CM Omar Abdullah says one of the challenges that his government has taken upon itself is

to try and improve the links between the States south of the Vindhyas and Jammu and Kashmir

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ost tourist desti-
M nations in Jammu
and Kashmir

have reopened, and the
government is taking all
necessary precautions to
encourage more people to
visit for holidays and film
shoots, J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said on
Saturday.

Speaking to pressper-
sons on the sidelines of an
event organised in Chen-
nai by the Good Deeds
Club on Saturday, he said:
“One of the challenges my
government has taken
upon itself is to try and im-
prove connections bet-
ween the States south of
the Vindhyas and Jammu
and Kashmir. Therefore,
we hope that in the future,
more people from this part
of the country visit to J&K
for film shoots and
vacations.”

Answering  questions
pertaining to the after-
math of Operation Sin-
door, Mr. Abdullah said:
“We conducted a compre-
hensive security audit of
all our tourist destinations.
Some of them, even at this
moment, are not open for
tourism activity. However,
most places have reo-

Omar Abdullah addressing reporters in Chennai on Saturday. Good

Deeds Club president Apsara Reddy is also seen. R. RAVINDRAN

pened, and we are taking
all necessary precautions.”

He said: “There is no
gap or difference between
the National Conference
and the INDIA bloc. We
continue to remain a part
ofit.”

On the Prime Minister’s
visit to Manipur, Mr. Ab-
dullah said: “I think it is a
good thing. There has
been a lot of commentary
about the fact that Prime
Minister Modi has avoided
travelling to that part of
the country, particularly
after the violence that
broke out in 2023. Better
late than never...We hope
that peace and calm are
restored, and that the dif-
ferences between the two

tribal communities are re-
duced to the point where
people are able to live their
lives normally.”

Speaking about the In-
dia versus Pakistan cricket
match on Sunday, Mr. Ab-
dullah said: “Our problem
has always been bilateral
cricket matches. I do not
think we have ever had a
problem with multilateral
ones, being part of large
tournaments. If I under-
stand correctly, this game
is part of a tournament. It
is not part of a bilateral se-
ries between the two
countries. If this is a start
and things can go in a pos-
itive trajectory from there,
nothing like it. Very often,
sport becomes a victim to

politics. And nowhere is
this more true than with
cricket and the subconti-
nent. But you can’t wish
away what happens. My
part of the country has
been the direct victim of
this — more than 35 years
of trouble. And this year,
we all saw what happened
in Pahalgam. These are
real concerns that we
have. And you can’t wish
them away.”

Statehood promise

Stressing the need for
Statehood for Jammu and
Kashmir, Mr. Abdullah
said: “Law and order, pol-
icing: these are all respon-
sibilities of elected govern-
ments.  Jammu and
Kashmir has been pro-
mised full Statehood by
the Prime Minister, the
Home Minister, and other
representatives of the Go-
vernment of India when
this matter was being ar-
gued before the Supreme
Court. So there is no rea-
son why this promise
should not be kept. Again,
this is something that
should have already hap-
pened. We believe that this
promise must be ho-
noured, and the elected
government must be em-
powered in the way the pe-
ople wanted it to be.”

Omar Abdullah: Most J&K tourist spots reopened, Statehood promise must be honoured

English:

J&K CM Omar Abdullah said most tourist destinations have reopened with security audits post-Operation Sindoor. He
stressed the need to restore statehood, arguing law and order must be under elected governments. He also
commented on India-Pakistan cricket matches, saying bilateral ones are problematic.
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Won't concede even a
drop of Telangana’s
allocated water: CM

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy stressed that Telan-
gana was entitled to 904
TMC ft of Krishna waters
under equitable distribu-
tion, and Irrigation Minis-
ter Uttam Kumar Reddy,
will personally represent
the State at the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal fi-
nal arguments in New Del-
hi on September 23, 24 and
25.

Chairing a high-level re-
view meeting on Saturday,
the Chief Minister said Te-
langana would not con-
cede “even a drop” of its al-
located waters, whether
net, surplus, or flood
flows.

Irrigation Minister Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy, senior
counsel C.S. Vaidyanathan,
former Central Water Com-
mission Chairman K. Voh-
ra, irrigation advisor Adi-
tyanath Das, Irrigation
Chief Secretary Rahul Boj-
ja, ENC Anjad Hussain, and
senior officials participated
in the review.

The Chief Minister in-
structed legal experts to
place before the Tribunal
detailed records of all pro-
jects taken up, proposed,
or left incomplete in the
united Andhra Pradesh
era, along with relevant
GOs, memos and official
documents. “For decades,

Telangana suffered injus-
tice in Krishna allocations.
This is our opportunity to
rectify the wrongs and se-
cure every drop due to us,”
he said.

Officials briefed the
Chief Minister that the pre-
vious government had
agreed to just 299 TMC for
Telangana, effectively sur-
rendering 512 TMC to And-
hra Pradesh, a position
now cited by A.P. before
the Tribunal.

“Unforgivable betrayal’
Mr. Revanth Reddy con-
demned former Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekar
Rao for what he called “an
unforgivable betrayal,” ac-
cusing the BRS regime of
keeping in limbo key irriga-
tion projects like Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy lift scheme
and Dindi.

The Chief Minister
further alleged that And-
hra Pradesh was illegally
diverting Krishna waters
even before the Srisailam
reservoir reached full le-
vel, releasing up to 10 TMC
ft per day through Pothi-
reddypadu and the Rayala-
seema Lift Scheme. The
water is being transferred
to other basins via Pattisee-
ma, Pulichintala and Chin-
talapadu canals. “Such di-
versions are crippling
hydropower generation at
Srisailam, Nagarjunasagar
and Pulichintala,” he said.



Telangana asserts right to Krishna waters

English:

CM Revanth Reddy said Telangana is entitled to 904 TMC ft of Krishna river water and will not concede “a drop”. He
accused Andhra Pradesh of illegal diversion and blamed the previous BRS government for compromising Telangana’s
rights. Final arguments before Krishna Water Tribunal are scheduled for September 23-25.
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Northeast suftered heavily
from vote bank politics, but
PM

is now a growth engine:

Press Trust of India
AlZAWL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
northeastern region had
earlier suffered heavily
from “vote bank” politics,
but was now being trans-
formed into the country’s
growth engine by the ef-
forts of the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre.

During his second visit
to Mizoram after 2014, Mr.
Modi launched projects es-
timated at ¥9,000 crore,
and addressed a public ral-
ly virtually from the Leng-
pui airport near Aizawl as
he could not reach the ve-
nue, Lammual Ground in
the heart of the city, owing
to heavy rain.

Mr. Modi flagged off a
new Rajdhani Express bet-
ween Aizawl and Delhi and
other strategic projects to

augment rail, highway,
energy, and sports
infrastructure.

“For a long time, some
political parties in our
country practised vote-
bank politics. Their focus
was always on places that
had more votes and seats.
The entire northeast, in-
cluding States such s Mizo-
ram, suffered greatly be-
cause of this attitude. But
our approach is very diffe-
rent — those who were ear-

New journeys: Folk artists pose next to the train flagged off by

"l J

the Prime Minister from the Sairang Railway Station, R\. MOORTHY

lier neglected are at the fo-
refront now. Those who
were once marginalised
are now in the main-
stream. For the past 11
years, we have been work-
ing for the development of
the Northeast, and the re-
gion is becoming the
growth engine of India,” he
said.

He said Mizoram played
a major role in the Centre’s
“Act East” policy, and the
Kaladan multimodal tran-
sit project and railway lines
would connect the state
with Southeast Asia.

Unveiling the 38,070-
crore Bairabi-Sairang line,
which integrated lan-
dlocked Mizoram fully
with the country’s railway
network, the Prime Minis-
ter said it was a historic day
for the State as the 51.38-
km stretch would connect

the State capital, Aizawl,
with major metropolises.

He said the project,
which was implemented
by overcoming various
challenges and difhicult ter-
rains, would revolutionise
people’s lives in the State
and become a lifeline for
transportation.

He flagged off three new
express trains connecting
Aizawl with Delhi, Guwa-
hati, and Kolkata.

“This is not just a rail-
way connection, it is a life-
line of transformation.
Farmers and businesses of
Mizoram can reach more
markets across the nation.
People will be able to ac-
cess more options for edu-
cation and healthcare. This
will also create employ-
ment opportunities in tou-
rism, transport and hospi-
tality sectors,” he said.



Modi inaugurates Mizoram rail link; says Northeast now growth engine

English:

PM Modi inaugurated the X8,070-crore Bairabi-Sairang railway line in Mizoram, connecting the state with India’s
national network. He said the Northeast, once neglected due to vote-bank politics, is now the “growth engine of India”
under BJP rule. The projects will boost connectivity, trade, and jobs.
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Modi congratulates Sushila Karki,
Nepal’s first woman Prime Minister

Vijaita Singh
IMPHAL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday congrat-
ulated Sushila Karki, who
was sworn in as the first
woman Prime Minister of
Nepal.

The Himalayan nation
was affected by violent an-
ti-corruption protests over
the past one week leading
to the resignation of Prime
Minister K.P. Sharma Oli.

Addressing a public
gathering at Imphal in Ma-
nipur, Mr. Modi said that
from the soil of Manipur,
he wishes to address his

il o, ‘v . i
Sushila Karki arrives at Civil
Hospital to meet victims of the
protests on Saturday. REUTERS

friends in Nepal. He re-
marked that Nepal, nestled
in the lap of the Himalayas,
was a close friend and
trusted partner of India.
Emphasising that both
countries were bound by

shared history, faith, and a
collective journey forward,
the Prime Minister extend-
ed heartfelt congratula-
tions, on behalf of 140
crore Indians, to Ms. Karki
on assuming office as the
Prime Minister of Nepal’s
interim government.

Mr. Modi expressed con-
fidence that she would
pave the way for peace,
stability, and prosperity in
the neighbouring country.
Her appointment, the
Prime Minister said, is a re-
markable example of wo-
men empowerment. He
appreciated every indivi-
dual in Nepal who upheld
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democratic values even in
a climate of instability.
Highlighting a notable
aspect of recent develop-
ments in Nepal that had
not received much atten-
tion, Mr. Modi said over the
past two or three days,
young men and women in
Nepal had been seen dili-
gently cleaning and paint-
ing the streets with a spirit
of dedication and purity.
He said he had seen
their images circulating on
social media. Mr. Modi de-
scribed their positive
mindset and constructive
actions as a clear indica-
tion of Nepal’s resurgence.

From Imphal, PM Modi congratulated Sushila Karki on becoming Nepal’s first woman Prime Minister amid anti-
corruption protests. He called it a milestone for women’s empowerment and praised Nepal’s youth for showing

resilience.
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Political slugfest in
Maharashtra over
India-Pakistan match

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra over India play-
ing against Pakistan in the
ongoing Asia Cup cricket
tournament, Shiv Sena
(UBT) Chief Uddhav Thack-
eray on Saturday said Mr.
Modi ‘preferred trade and
money over nationalism’.
In response, BJP leader Nit-
ish Rane questioned the
‘absence’ of Mr. Thackeray
during Operation Sindoor.

Terming the BJP’s na-
tionalism a “business of
deshbhakti”, Mr. Thacke-
ray accused Mr. Modi of
preferring business and
money over the lost lives of
Indians in the Pahalgam at-
tack.

“This cricket match is
an insult to the national
sentiment. Should we be
playing cricket with Pakis-
tan while our soldiers sa-
crifice their lives on the
borders? Modi claimed our
war is against terrorism.
What will he say now? Op-
eration  Sindoor  was
launched in response to
the Pahalgam attack, and
the defence officer claimed
that the operation is still
ongoing. Therefore, how
can we proceed [with the
match] now? The BJP and
Modi prefer trade over
country and Hindutva.” he
said. Mr. Thackeray also

India plaving against
Pak. in Asia Cup
cricket tournament is
an insult to national
sentiment, says
Uddhav Thackeray

criticised the BJP for tag-
ging people ‘anti-nation-
als’. This is the first time
the India and Pakistan
cricket teams come togeth-
er for a tournament after
the Pahalgam attack, in
which 26 civilians were
killed, worsening the polit-
ical relations between In-
dia and Pakistan.

While announcing the
‘Maza Koonku, Maza Desh’
(My Sindoor, my coun-
try) campaign to protest
the India-Pakistan match
scheduled on Sunday, Mr.
Thackeray said, “We will
collect sindoor in boxes
and send it to Mr. Modi.”

BJP media chief Navnath
Ban criticised the cam-
paign and said, “Instead of
the ‘Maza Koonku, Maza
Desh’ campaign, Shiv Sena
(UBT) should run a ‘My La-
den, My Pakistan’ cam-
paign. BJP Minister Nitesh
Rane also slammed Mr.
Thackeray for his outcry of
nationalism and ques-
tioned why he forgot to
talk about Operation Sin-
door when he was in
London.
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Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav Thackeray criticised Modi for allowing an India-Pakistan Asia Cup match after the

‘l[%agllgam terror attack, calling it an insult to nationalism. BJP leaders hit back, accusing Shiv Sena of hypocrisy.
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