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Leh stir explodes into deadly
violence; govt. blames activist

BJP office torched and Ladakh Hill Council premises vandalised as protesters seeking Statehood, tribal status for region go
on a rampage; Centre says an unruly crowd destroyed public property. attacked the police: 30 security personnel injured

Vijaita Singh
Peerzada Ashiq
NEW DELHI/SRINAGAR

everal people were
s feared dead and ma-

ny injured in Leh ci-
ty in the Union Territory of
Ladakh on Wednesday af-
ter an ongoing protest de-
manding the constitutional
safeguards of Statehood
and tribal status for the re-
gion bordering China
turned violent.

The Union Home Minis-
try, in a statement, said an
unruly mob destroyed pu-
blic property and attacked
the police, injuring around
30 security personnel. The
police had to resort to fir-
ing, in which “unfortunate-
ly some casualties are re-
ported”, it said.

The Ministry said a hun-
ger strike was started by
climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk on September
10 to press for Statehood
and inclusion of Ladakh
under the Sixth Schedule
(tribal status). It said the

Government of India had
been actively engaging
with the Leh Apex Body
(LAB) and the Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA), and
despite a planned meeting
on September 26 with the
leaders, “a mob guided by
Sonam Wangchuk’s provo-
cative statements” caused
violence.

“The government
stands committed to the
aspiration of people of La-
dakh by providing adeq-
uate constitutional safe-
guards,” the Ministry said.

It added that the de-
mands on which Mr. Wang-
chuk was on hunger strike
were an integral part of the
discussion of a high-po-
wered committee.

‘Mislead the people’

“In spite of many leaders
urging to call off the hun-
ger strike, he continued
with the hunger strike and
misleading the people
through provocative men-
tion of Arab Spring-style
protest and references to

‘ - —

Gen Z protests in Nepal...
Amidst these violent deve-
lopments, he broke his fast
and left for his village in an
ambulance without mak-
ing serious efforts to con-
trol the situation,” it said.
The protesters, mostly
youth, torched the BJP of-
fice and vandalised the La-
dakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council
premises.

The Ministry added that
the process of dialogue
through the high-powered
committee had yielded
phenomenal results, such
as increasing reservation
for Ladakh Scheduled
Tribe from 45% to 84%,
providing one-third reser-
vation for women in the
councils, and declaring
Bhoti and Purgi as official
languages. The process for
recruitment for 1,800
posts had also com-
menced, the Ministry said.

Ladakh Lieutenant-Go-
vernor Kavinder Gupta, in
a televised address, con-
firmed the deaths but did

Public outery: A vehicle belonging to the security forces was set on fire during the protests in Leh demanding Statehood for the Union Territory of Ladakh, on Wednesday. ap

not specify the number, ad-
ding that curfew had been
imposed as a precautionary
meastre.

“Deployment of security
personnel was made in the
wake of a shutdown call to
maintain law and order in
Leh. The security person-
nel were provided with lath-
is (batons). However, there
was an attempt to burn
down a CRPF vehicle with
personnel in it. The vehicle
of the Director-General of
Police was attacked with
stones,” Mr. Gupta said.

On Tuesday, Home Mi-
nistry officials had called a
delegation of seven leaders
from Ladakh to Delhi on
September 26 for a preli-
minary meeting, Cherring
Dorjay Lakruk, the presi-
dent of the Ladakh Budd-
hist Association (LBA), told
The Hindu.

Mr. Lakruk, who is also
the co-convener of the Leh
Apex Body (LAB), which
had been spearheading the
protests, told The Hindu
that a large number of peo-

ple in the age group of 14-25
joined the protests on Wed-
nesday, a day after two el-
derly protesters, who were
on hunger strike along with
Mr. Wangchuk for 14 days,
were hospitalised.

Following the violence,
Mr. Wangchuk called oft the
hunger strike. Addressing a
virtual press conference, he
said that “nobody had an
inkling something like this
will happen”.

“Many leaders who came
here said that peaceful prot-
ests are not enough. We
never thought it will ex-
plode like this. Ladakh wit-
nessed Gen Z frenzy today.
They were not listening to
anybody. They were not
even afraid of bullets. This
is the fifth time we have sat
on a hunger strike. The
youth said peaceful protests
are not working... we were
being told by the youth for
the past few days,” Mr
Wangchuk said.
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Leh stir explodes into deadly violence; govt. blames activist
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GS Paper: GS-II (Polity & Governance - Centre-State Relations, Tribal Rights, Sixth Schedule)
Summary (English):

Protests in Leh demanding Statehood and Sixth Schedule status for Ladakh turned violent. Several
casualties were reported, police personnel injured, and public property torched. Activist Sonam
Wangchuk’s hunger strike escalated tensions. Centre claimed it is committed to Ladakh’s
constitutional safeguards and highlighted steps like ST reservation enhancement, women'’s quota,
and recognition of local languages.
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No relief

The Karnataka High Court rejected X Corp.’s petition challenging
blocking orders issued under the Information Technology Act

= Regulation of information in this
domain is neither novel nor unigue. Every
sovereign nation regulates it. India
likewise cannot, by any stretch of

constitutional imagination, be branded

unlawful for doing so, says court

® Content on social media must be

regulated, particularly in cases of offences
against women, failing which the right to am
dignity of citizens is undermined, it says E e

HC rejects appeal

by X Corp. against
takedown orders

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Observing that “social me-
dia, as a modern amphith-
eatre of ideas, cannot be
left in a state of anarchic
freedom”, the Karnataka
High Court on Wednesday
rejected a petition filed by
X Corp. challenging orders
issued by Central and State
authorities to take down
certain content on its mi-
cro-blogging platform, X,
under Section 79 of the In-
formation Technology Act.
Justice M. Nagaprasan-
na, while reading out the
operative portions of the
judgment, said: “Content
on social media must be
regulated, particularly in
cases of offences against
women, failing which the
right to dignity of citizens
is undermined.” “Order is
the architecture of our de-
mocracy. Every platform
that seeks to operate with-
in the jurisdiction of our
nation must accept that li-
berty is yoked with respon-
sibility, and the privilege of
access carries with it the
solemn duty of accounta-
bility,” the court said.

‘Matter of regulation’

Pointing out that informa-
tion and communication
and its spread or its speed
have never been left un-
checked or unregulated
but have always been the
subject matter of regula-
tion, the court said, “As
and when technology de-
veloped, from messengers
to the postal age till the age
of WhatsApp, Instagram
and Snapchat, all have
heen regulated by regula-
tory regimes subsisting

then and subsisting today,
both globally and locally:
and regulation of informa-
tion in this domain is neith-
er novel nor unigue.”

Referring to laws in the
U.S. on social media, the
court said, “The United
States of America regulates
it, every sovereign nation
regulates it, and India’s re-
sult likewise cannot, by
any stretch of constitution-
al imagination, be branded
as unlawful. Unregulated
speech under the guise of
liberty becomes a licence
for lawlessness.”

Noting that X Corp. is
subjected to a regulatory
regime in the L.5., which is
the platform's hirthplace,
the court said that “under
the Take It Down Act of the
United States, it [X Corp.]
chooses to follow the said
Act as it criminalises the
violation of orders of take-
down, but the same peti-
tioner refuses to follow the
same in the shores of this
nation...”

Regulated speech pre-
serves both liberty and or-
der, the twin pillars upon
which a democracy must
stand, the court said, while
emphasising that “no so-
cial media platform in the
modern day agora may
even feign the semblance
of exemption from rigour
or discipline of the laws of
the land ™

“None may presume to
treat the Indian market-
place as a mere playground
where information can be
disseminated in defiance
of statutes or disregard to
legality, and later adopting
a posture of detachment or
a hands-oft,” Justice Naga-
prasanna said.



HCrejects appeal by X Corp. against takedown orders

th.th_international.25_09_2025

GS Paper: GS-II (Polity - IT Act, Regulation of Social Media, Right to Freedom of Speech vs
Reasonable Restrictions)

Summary (English):

Karnataka HC upheld government’s authority to order takedowns on social media. Court ruled
that unregulated social media threatens dignity and law & order. Liberty must come with
responsibility; India’s regulatory stance is consistent with global normes.
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Language consultation panel passes
resolution to scrap committee on
Maharashtra three-language policy

Vinava Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

The chairperson of the
Maharashtra government’s
Language  Consultation
Committee said on Wed-
nesday that the panel has
passed a resolution seek-
ing the scrapping of the Na-
rendra Jadhav Committee
set up to study the imple-
mentation of the three-lan-
guage policy as per the Na-
tional Education Policy
2020 in primary classes in
State-run schools.

Of the 29 members of
the Language Consultation
Committee, 23 were pre-
sent for the meeting held
in Nagpur and 20 of them
supported the resolution,
said its chairperson Laxmi-
kant Deshmukh. It will
now be sent to the Chief
Minister, he added.

The Narendra Jadhav
Committee was set up in
June this year to review the
policy and submit its re-

The Narendra Jadhav
Committee was set
up in June this vear
to review the policy
and submit its report
within three months

port within three months
after holding public con-
sultations with stakehol-
ders, including teachers,
parents, and educational
institutions. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had
said the State government
would accept the commit-
tee’s recommendation.

Mr. Deshmukh said the
government should have
referred the issue to his
committee instead of ap-
pointing a new panel un-
der Dr. Jadhav. “This com-
mittee will speak with the
principals of all State-run
schools and educational in-
stitutions. Which State-run
school will go beyond the
mandate of the govern-

ment? Will they have the
freedom to express their
independent opinion? At
such a time, making such
announcements is a farce
of democracy,” he said.

Mr. Deshmukh said sev-
eral objections were raised
by experts during the
meeting. “There are specif-
ic directions under the Na-
tional School Education
Curriculum  Framework
that the third language
should be introduced only
in Class 6. Why are we still
insistent on introducing
Hindi as the third language
from Class 1?” he said.

“This will mean that
within 25-30 years, Maha-
rashtra will become a Hin-
di-speaking State, a part of
the Hindi belt,” he added.

When approached for
comment on the resolu-
tion, Dr. Jadhav said his re-
port will be his response.
“I do not want to get into
this controversy or reply to
these accusations.”

Language panel seeks scrapping of Jadhav Committee on 3-language policy

th.th_international.25_09_2025

GS Paper: GS-II (Polity - Education Policy, Federal Issues)

Summary (English):

Maharashtra’s Language Consultation Committee opposed the Jadhav Committee reviewing NEP’s



3-language policy. It argued third language should be introduced only from Class 6, not Class 1.
Fears raised over imposition of Hindi in Maharashtra.
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Community groups say
U.P. ban on caste-based
rallies hits mobilisation

Office-bearers of Dalit, Gurjar and Kurmi organisations argue that decision may discourage

marginalised communities seeking representation through organised movements against caste

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh
T government notifi-
cation on Sunday

prohibiting  caste-based
political rallies, mention of
the caste of accused per-
sons in police stations and
on vehicles, signboards,
etc. has created ferment on
the ground among several
social organisations
centred around caste.
Some of these outfits, pri-
marily comprising Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
communities or Dalit
groups, said the move —
prompted by a September
16 directive from a single-
judge Bench of the Allaha-
bad High Court to curb
glorification of caste — may
discourage increasing
awareness of marginalised
communities that are seek-
ing representation and re-
cognition in political and
social circles through or-

ganised movements
against caste-based
discrimination.

“Decades back, mostly
privileged caste groups

NI

The U.P. gover

nment’s September 21 notification prohibited caste-based political rallies, display of caste

ﬁ;n
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on vehicles and signboards and identification of accused persons by caste in police stations. FILE PHOTO

used to have social associa-
tions that would work as a
pressure group to push
their cause of representa-
tion and community bene-
fits with the government.
In the past few decades,
different agrarian and mar-
ginalised castes gained
awareness and formed or-
ganisations to back their
case for a stake in power.
This decision will discour-
age such mobilisations for
democratic and rightful

participation,” said Rohit
Bhadana, an office-bearer
of the Akhil Bharatiya Veer
Gurjar Mahasabha in
Ghaziabad.

‘Ban useless’

Suraj Jatav, joint secretary
of the Bijnor-based Sche-
duled Castes Democratic
Federation, said that the
recent directive will hinder
a broader organising of
communities through
markers and symbols and

promoting  selfrespect
among Dalits. Concurring
with Mr. Bhadana and Mr.
Jatav, Suresh Patel of the
Lakhimpur Kheri-based All
India United Kurmi Maha-
sangh wondered if the de-
cision will indeed end
caste-centric discrimina-
tion inherent in many up-
per-caste individuals and
often evident in the public
sphere. “Such a ban will be
useless until we fail to
check casteism,” he said.

Community groups say U.P. ban on caste-based rallies hits mobilisation
th.th_international.25_09 2025
GS Paper: GS-1/1I (Society - Caste System; Polity - Fundamental Rights, Political Mobilisation)

Summary (English):

UP Govt. banned caste-based political rallies and display of caste identities. Social organisations
argue it restricts marginalised communities’ mobilisation and political assertion. Experts say



casteism cannot be curbed merely by banning rallies.
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Global South must work
together, says Jaishankar

India hosts meet of 20 ‘like-minded’ countries on sidelines of UNGA; External Affairs Minister

says multilateralism under attack and international organisations are being rendered ineffective

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he concept of mul-
I tilateralism is “un-
der attack”, even as

countries of the Global
South are seeking more so-
lutions from international
organisations such as the
United Nations, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar has said.

Speaking at a specially
convened “high-level
meeting of like-minded
Global South countries” in
New York on Tuesday, Mr.
Jaishankar pitched for
more consultations bet-
ween developing countries
and a joint push for UN re-
forms.

He said the state of the
world was a cause for con-
cern for all countries, list-
ing a number of “shocks”,
including the pandemic,
conflicts in Ukraine and
Gaza, climate change, and
trade uncertainties. He al-
so called for an “urgent re-
solution of conflicts that
are impacting food, fertiliz-
er and energy security”.
Twenty countries took
part in the meeting hosted
by India, including 10 at
the Ministerial level.

“In face of such prolifer-
ation of concerns and mul-
tiplicity of risks, it is natu-
ral that the Global South
would turn to multilateral-
ism for solutions,” Mr.

Global South must work together: Jaishankar

On one platform: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks at a high-level meeting of like-minded
Global South countries in New York on Wednesday. AN

Jaishankar said. “Unfortu-
nately, there too we are
presented with a very dis-
appointing prospect. The
very concept of multilater-
alism is under attack. Inter-
national organisations are
being rendered ineffective
or starved of resources,”
he added.

Nine countries from
Asia, five from the Ameri-
cas (South and North, in-
cluding the Caribbean),
and six from Africa took
part in the meeting held on
the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly. Only Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and
Mauritius were present
from India’s neighbour-
hood among the group.
The meeting was the first
of its kind, although offi-
cials did not confirm
whether India now

th.th_international.25_09_2025

planned to hold such meet-
ings regularly. India has
hosted the “Voice of Global
South Summit” in which
about 125 countries have
been invited for the past
three years. It is unclear
why the 20 countries pre-
sent at the UN meeting had
been chosen as “like-mind-
ed” rather than others,
and whether more others
had also been invited but
declined due to scheduling
issues.

The countries repre-
sented at the meeting in-
cluded Bahrain, Indonesia,
Qatar, Singapore, and Viet-
nam from Asia; St. Lucia,
Trinidad and Tobago, Cu-
ba, and Jamaica from
North America; Suriname
from South America; and
Chad, Ghana, Lesotho, Mo-
rocco, Nigeria, and Soma-

lia from Africa.

Mr. Jaishankar did not
name any country for the
“attacks on multilateral-
ism”, but his comments
came a day after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s UN-
GA address. In his address,
Mr. Trump criticised the
UN system for not deliver-
ing peace in various con-
flicts, claiming he had re-
solved seven conflicts in
the past few months, in-
cluding the India-Pakistan
conflict, without any help
from the UN.

The U.S. has drastically
cut its funding for the UN
this year and withdrawn
from several UN organisa-
tions, including the UN Hu-
man Rights Council and
UNESCO. It has called for a
review of other member-
ships in the UN system.



GS Paper: GS-II (International Relations - Multilateralism, UN Reforms, Global South)

Summary (English):

At UNGA sidelines, EAM Jaishankar warned that multilateralism is “under attack.” He called for
Global South unity to push for UN reforms and address challenges like conflicts, climate change,
food & energy security.
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Follow the rains, not the calendar; to fight floods

ach year, urban India
braces for the monsoon
— contractors are
deployed, drains
desilted, and emergency protocols
rehearsed. Yet, when the rain
finally arrives — often untimely
and more intense than expected —
headlines are dominated by
flooded roads, waterlogged
homes, and stranded commuters.
The deeper issue is that our cities
are often still designed for a
climate that no longer exists.
Northern States are seeing
heavy flooding even in September,
with all of Punjab’s 23 districts
being hit by floods. Delhi and
Gurugram have been inundated by
intense rains, and Uttarakhand
and Himachal Pradesh are
experiencing frequent
cloudbursts. In the east, Kolkata
is facing torrential rains.

Timing, amount, and intensity
But the rains came early too. In
May, Mumbai recorded 135.4 mm
of rainfall in just 24 hours,
followed by 161.9 mm the next day.
Delhi recorded 81 mm fall within a
few hours on the same day,
overwhelming the drainage
systems. This shift in rainfall
timings is not new; yet our
preparedness remains tethered to
outdated schedules. Drain
cleaning, for instance, still follows
the June monsoon calendar.

Cities must follow the rain to be
able to bridge the gap between
schedules, and readiness and
reality. An analysis by the Council
on Energy, Environment and
Water shows that about 64% of
Indian tehsils have seen a rise in
the frequency of heavy rainfall
days by 1-15 days, especially in
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
and Karnataka. The consequences
for urban systems are significant,
from localised flooding to
disruptions in essential services.
In the last two decades, floods
have caused most of the loss to life
and property from natural
disasters in India. Today, a single
flood can cause damages of some
%8,700 crore, with such events
becoming increasingly frequent.

Pratha Mishra

Research Analyst,
Council on Energy,
Environment and
Water. Views are
personal

Nitin Bassi

Fellow,

Council on Energy,
Environment and
Water. Views are
personal

Indian cities are
often designed
for a climate
that no longer
exists

The challenge is not just the
amount of rainfall, but also the
intensity. Intensity, Duration,
Frequency (IDF) curves, which
track rainfall patterns over time,
offer an interesting picture. For
instance, CEEW’s analysis of daily
rainfall from 1970 to 2021 in the
coastal city of Thane shows that
one-hour rainfall now reaches 50
mm once every two years, and
about 80 mm per hour once every
50 years. This means such heavy
rainfall can be expected to occur
within hours, leaving little room
for cities to respond. There is also
a sharp difference between how
much rain falls in one hour versus
three hours, revealing that rainfall
that once spread across a day may
now have a higher chance of
falling within an hour. We propose
three interlinked actions to
prepare Indian cities better for the
monscons and flood-proof them.

Preparing for the monsoon
First, city authorities should
incorporate sub-daily rainfall
analysis into city monsoon
planning. Municipalities must
move beyond long-term averages
and integrate recent patterns and
short-duration, high-intensity
rainfall events that unfold within a
few hours, into infrastructure
design. Real-time data on sub-daily
rainfall, which occurs over
intervals shorter than 24 hours,
must inform citizens about
drainage operations and upgrades.
For instance, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) has
announced this year that it will
widen its drains to handle up to
120 mm of rainfall in an hour.
While India’s monscon officially
spans 100-120 days, just a few
hours of intense rain across select
days account for most of the
seasonal rainfall. Yet, maintenance
and planning assume a uniform
spread. This illusion of
consistency leads to systems that
fail not due to excessive seasonal
totals, but hourly extremes.
Recognising this compression is
the first step towards resilience.
Second, align cleaning of storm
water drains and municipal solid

Follow the rains, not the calendar, to fight floods

GS Paper Mapping:

waste management calendars. An
overlooked cause of urban
flooding is unmanaged waste —
plastic, debris, and litter
frequently block drains. Yet storm
water and waste are handled by
separate departments on different
schedules. While the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
recommends drain cleaning
before, during, and after the
monsoon, its effectiveness hinges
on coordination with waste
collection. Even a freshly cleaned
drain can clog again if garbage is
left uncaollected nearby. Ideally,
storm water and sanitation
departments must coordinate,
especially during high-risk
periods. Rainfall alerts from the
India Meteorological Department
should automatically trigger joint
sanitation drives and drain
inspections in vulnerable areas. In
Vijayawada, such coordination -
through monsoon response teams
composed of officials from the
sanitation, engineering, and
planning departments — has
reduced waterlogging and eased
conditions for residents.

Third, city authorities must
update IDF curves every 5-10 years
to ensure that infrastructure keeps
pace with evolving rainfall
patterns. Without this, new
drainage systems will continue to
rely on ogutdated data, leaving
them ill-equipped to handle
present day storm water run-off
volumes. In response to recent
intensifying rains, the BMC has
also proposed expanding storm
water capacity and preparing a
new drainage master plan based
on updated trends. Drainage
design should also be based on
micro-catchment-level
hydrological analysis that accounts
for topography, which affects peak
discharge during storms. New
systems must be separated from
the sewerage networks to avoid
overload and ensure efficiency. We
are not losing to the rain, but to
the idea that the rain fits into
seasonal boxes. Instead of asking
when the monsoon will begin, we
need to ask, are we prepared for
the rain already falling?

e GS-I (Geography): Monsoons, rainfall patterns, climate variability.



e GS-1II (Governance): Urban governance, disaster management, inter-agency coordination.
e GS-III (Environment & Disaster Management): Flood management, climate resilience,
sustainable urban planning.

Summary (English):
The article highlights how Indian cities are ill-prepared for floods because urban planning still
follows outdated monsoon calendars instead of actual rainfall patterns.

e Recent data shows heavy rainfall is becoming more intense and frequent, overwhelming
drainage systems and causing urban flooding.

e Traditional maintenance tied to the June monsoon calendar fails to match current realities;
for instance, Delhi and Chennai saw record-breaking rainfall outside the expected monsoon
timeline.

e CEED and CEEW studies reveal a rising trend in sub-daily, high-intensity rainfall, which city
drainage systems are not designed to handle.

e The article suggests three interventions:

1. Incorporating sub-daily rainfall data into urban planning and drainage designs.

2. Expanding stormwater capacity and updating Drainage Master Plans every 5-10
years.

3. Integrated flood management, including sanitation, waste management,
hydrological mapping, and micro-catchment analysis.

e Itemphasizes a climate-resilient approach: instead of asking “when will monsoon begin?”,
cities must ask “how intense will the rains be?” to prepare effectively.
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How are courts protecting personality rights?

How are Bollvwood actors like Aishwarva Rai Bachehan and Abhishek Bachchan flagging the mi

se of the

VO

s and likeness through Al-generated content? What

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
he Delhi High Court has
recently issued a series of
orders protecting the
personality rights of Bollywood
celebrities from unauthorised commercial
use, On September 9 and 10, Justice Tejas
Karia granted relief to actors Aishwarya
Rai Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan,
after they flagged the misuse of their
imuges and voices through Al-generated
content and merchandise, A week later,
Justice Manmest P.S, Arora extended
similar protections to ilmmaker Karan
Juhar, by barring the unauthorised use of
his persona through deeplakes, and other
al manipulation. Actors Amitabh
Bachchan, Anil Kapoor, and Jackie Shroff
have already secured such protections,
These petitions signal a wider push for
Judicial recognition of personality rights
in the digital era.

Are personality rights protected?
Personality rights safeguard an
individual's name, likeness, image, voice,
signature, and other distinctive traits from
unauthorised commercial exploitation.
Though not codified in a single statute,
personality rights in India are grounded
in common law doctrines of privacy,
defamation, and publicity rights, and
reinforced through judicial precedents,
Courts may grant injunctions, award
damages, or issue takedown orders to
curb misuse in advertisernents,
merchandise, Al-generated content, or
digital platiorms.

Statutory protection is dispersed across
intellectual property laws. The Copyright
Act, 1957, grants performers both
exclusive rights under Section 384 and
moral rights under Section 386, allowing
them to control how their performances
are reproduced and to object to any
distortion or misuse. The Trade Marks
Act, 1999, permits individuals,
particularly celebrities, to register
distinctive attributes of their persona,
such as names, signal ures, or even
catchphrases, as trademarks.

For instance, actors such as Shah Rukh
Khan, Privanka Chopra,
Amitabh Bachchan have registered their
names as crademarks. However, the most
robust safeguard lies in the common law
tort of “passing off " under Section 27 of
the Act, which protects the goodwill of an
unregistered mark and prevents
misrepresentation that could deceive the
public or imply false endorsement. This
protection is neither automatic nor
absolute, as courts generally require clear
evidence of reputation and goodwill
before granting relief.

At the heart of personality rights lies
the right to autonomy and privacy rooted
in Article 21 of the Constitution. When a
celebrity consents to appear in a film,
advertisement, or public campaign, they
exercise control over their public identity.
But when third parties print their image
on merchandise or use Al wols o
generate deepfakes or chatbots without
authorisation, that autonomy is stripped
away and the individual's dignity and
agency are compromised.

‘What have courts ruled so far?

The jurisprudence an personality rights
i India traces its origins to the seminal
1994 judgment in R, Rajagopal versus State
of Tamil Ny, where a magazine sought
o publish the autobiography of Auto
Shankar, a death-row convict, recounting
details of his private life and alleged links

GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-1I (Polity & Governance): Fundamental Rights - Right to Privacy, Right to Freedom of

Speech.

are personality

GENERATE

rights? Will such injunctions by the judiciary restrict free speech?

with State officials, The government
moved to restrain the publication on
grounds of privacy and defamation. The
Sup]eme Court recognised that
individuals possess a legitimate interest in
controlling the use of their identity,
grounding this protection in the
constitutional right to privacy. However, it
clarified that remedies for privacy
violations must follow publication,
through actions such as defamation suits,
rather than through prior restraint by the
state, The court held that personal details
may be published without eonsent if they
are already part of the public record.

Two decades later, the Madras High
Court crystallised the emerging doctrine
in a case involving actor Rajinikanth. The
lawsuit, filed against the producers of the
ﬁhu Main Hoon Rajnikarth, alleged
misuse of the actor's name, image, and
distinctive styvle of d |gdmfm,n|:s
The court stressed that mrnng‘_mum does
not require proof of flsity, confusion, or
deception if the celebrity is readily
identifiable, and accordingly upheld the
actor's right to restrain the unauthorised
commercial exploitation of his persona.

With the advent of Al, courts have had
to grapple with novel threats to identity,
In 2023, the Delhi High Court granted
actor Anfl Kapoor wide-ranging
protection over his personality rights,
restraining 16 online entities from
exploiting his name, image, voice,
likeness, or his catchphrase <jhokaas,”
which he popularised in films. Justice
Prathiba Singh clarified that free speech
extends to “genuine write-ups, parody,
satives and criticism” but cannot be
stretched to justify commercial
exploitation. She cautioned that when
such use “crosses the line and results in
ing, blackening or jeopardising the
uals personality and elements
associated with them, it would be illegal ™
Referring to morphed images of the actor
with other actresses, she said this was

“not merely offensive” to him but also 1o
third parties, adding that the cmlrt “can’t
turn a blind eve to such misuse,”
particularly where dilution and
tarmishment are actionable torts
Sirnilarly, in May 2024, the Delhi High
Court protecied the personality and
publicity rights of actor Jackie Shroff,

restraining e-commerce platforms and AL
chathots from misusing his name, image,
voice, and likeness without consent. The
court observed that the “unauthorised
use of these characteristics for
commercial purposes not only infringes
upon these rights but also diluges the
brand equity |J.111|:.ka|1|{.,|\ built by the
plaintiff over the ye
A few months later, the Bomb:
Court delivered a significant ruli
favour of singer Arijit Singh, who alleged
that Codible Ventures LLP had used Al
tools to create artificial recordings of his
voice, a practice known as voice cloning.
The court reiterated that the singer’s
"name, voice, image, likeness, persona
and other traits™ are protected under his
personality rights. Expressing concern
over the risks of generative Al Justice R
Linn[a observed, “What shocks the
conscience of this court is the manner in
which celebrities, particularly performers
such as the present Plaintiff, are
vulnerable to being targeted by
unauthorised generative Al content.”

¢ High

To what extent can such rights curtail
free expression?

Critics argue that the expansive
protection of personality rights could
stifle free expression.

Article 19(1K¥a) of the Constitution
guarantees every citizen the rght to
freedom of speech, which includes the
creative freedom to criticise, parody, or
satirise public figures. However, [ndian
courts have repeatedly affirmed that this
right is not absolute and must be
balanced against an individuals dignity
and autonomy.

In DM Entertainment Pyt Lid, versus
Baby Gift Howse (2010), the Delhi High
Court dealt with a petition fled by a
company to which singer Daler Mehndi
had assigned his personality rights. The
company had alleged that gift shaps were
selling dolls that were "cheap imitations
of, and identical to the likeness” of Mr.
Mehndi, amounting to the unauthorised
commercial exploitation of his persona.
While granting an injunction, Justice 5.
Ravindra Bhat cautioned that caricatures,
lampooning, and parodies would not
ordinarily infringe publicity rights. He
warned that an “overemphasis on a
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famous person’s publicity rights™ could
chill free speech and deprive the public of
an entire genre of expression,

This principle was reaffirmed more
than a decade later in Digital Collfectibles
PTE Lid. versus Galactus Funware
Technology Pyt Lid. (2023), which
involved the unauthorised use of sports
stars” lkenesses despite exclusive licences
held by the plaintif

The Delhi High u.>1.|.rl refused 10
broaden publicity rights at the expense of
free expression, noting thar material
already in the public domain could not
reasonably mislead the public into
helieving there was an endorsement.
Justice Amit Bansal clarified that the use
of celebrity names or images for
“lampooning, satire, parodies, art,
scholarship, music, academics, news and
other similar uses” is a legitimate exercise
of Article 19(1){a) and does not amount to
infringement of publicity rights.

What are the concerns?

Jwalika Balaji, research fellow at the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy, told The Hindu
that @ comprehensive legislative
framework is the need of the hour to
ensure that the enforcement of such
rights is not reliant on piecemeal judicial
precedents. "In the absence of a
regulatory regime, responses remain
ragmented and ad hoc. More

portantly, there is a fine line between
artisti thon and a breach of
personality rights. Exceptions must be
dentified and firmly respected,
ally in times when concerns over
ship loom large,” she said,

She further pointed out that
personality rights are not the exclusive
ge of celebrities, since all
individuals Ln_]uy the right to privacy.

“Ordinary citizens, especially women, are
increasingly targeted through duepfai.es
and revenge pornography. Laws must be
tailor-made to address this
dispropartionate impact on women," she
said. She noted that in such cases, courts
often direct the government to bl
URLs impersonating an individual or
misusing their images without congent.
However, she cantioned that tracking
every such breach and acting on it
remains a herculean task.
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Personality rights safeguard an
individual’s name, likengss,
image, voice, signature, and
other distinctive traits from
unauthorised commercial
exploitation,

The Copyright Act, 1357, grants
prerfarmers both exclusive

rights under Section 384 end
moral rights under Section 338,
altowing them to controd how
their performances are
reproduced and to ohject to
any distortion or misuse,

-

Jwalika Balajl, research fellow
at the Vidhi Centre for Legal
Paolicy, told The Hinaly that a
comprehensiva legislative
framewark is the need of the
hur o ensure that the
enforcement of such rights is
not reliant on piecemeat
|udicial precedents

e GS-III (Cybersecurity, Technology & IPR): Al-generated content, misuse of digital
identity, regulation of tech platforms.



e GS-1V (Ethics): Misuse of celebrity image, moral rights, public interest vs commercial
exploitation.

Summary (English):

The Delhi High Court has recently issued injunctions to protect Bollywood celebrities like
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and Abhishek Bachchan against the misuse of their voices and images
through Al-generated content and deepfakes.

Key points:

o Whatare personality rights? Safeguards for an individual’s name, likeness, image, voice,
and distinctive traits from unauthorized commercial use. They include privacy, reputation,
and publicity rights.

o Legal basis:

o Copyright Act, 1957 (Sections 38, 384, 38B) - performers’ exclusive rights over
performances.

o Trade Marks Act, 1999 - permits protection of distinctive attributes.

o Judicial precedents (e.g., ICC Development v. Arvee Enterprises; Titan v. Ramkumar
Jewellers) affirm protection against misappropriation.

e Judicial action: Courts have granted injunctions against misuse of Al content, deepfakes,
and endorsements without consent.

o Concerns:

o Over-expansion may restrict free speech, parody, criticism, and scholarship.
o Enforcement mechanisms are weak; courts rely heavily on precedents without a
clear legislative framework.
o Balancing privacy/publicity rights with artistic freedom and public interest is
challenging.
Overall: Courts are moving towards recognizing digital personality rights in India, but a
comprehensive legal framework is still missing.
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India-US. to increase
energy trade in coming
years, says Goyal

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India expects to increase
its energy trade with the
U.S. in the coming years,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Tuesday, adding that In-
dia’s energy security
would have a “high ele-
ment” of U.S. involvement
going ahead.

Speaking at an event or-
ganised by the U.S.-India
Strategic Partnership Fo-
rum (USISPF) in New York,
Mr. Goyal also said that the
two countries would be
working closely on nuclear
power.

The Commerce Minister
is in the U.S. to take for-
ward talks on a bilateral
trade agreement between
India and the U.S.

“India is a big player in
the energy trade,” Mr.
Goyal said. “We are big im-
porters of energy from
across the world, including
from the U.S. We expect to
increase our trade with the
U.S. on energy products in
the years to come.”

Piyush Goyal

“And, being close
friends and natural partn-
ers, our energy security
goals will have a very high
element of U.S. involve-
ment, which will ensure
price stability, diversified
sources of energy for India,
and help us unlock limit-
less possibilities with the
U.S. on various fronts —
energy and beyond,” he
added.

This comes at a time
when the U.S. has imposed
a 25% additional tariff on
Indian imports as a “penal-
ty” for importing Russian
oil. U.S. President Donald
Trump has previously
talked about how he wants
India to instead buy Amer-
ican oil.



India-U.S. to increase energy trade in coming years, says Goyal
GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-1II (International Relations): India-U.S. bilateral relations, energy cooperation.
e GS-III (Economy & Energy Security): Energy diversification, nuclear cooperation, trade
policies.
o Essay/GS-IV (Ethics in IR): Strategic partnerships and global energy responsibility.

Summary (English):

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal announced that India and the U.S. plan to increase
bilateral energy trade in the coming years. Speaking at the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum
in New York, he underlined:

o Energy security: U.S. involvement will play a “high element” role in India’s energy future
by ensuring price stability and diversified sources.

e Nuclear cooperation: Both countries to work closely on nuclear power.

o Bilateral trade agreement: Forward talks are ongoing between the two countries.

e Geopolitical context: The U.S. imposed an additional 25% tariff on Indian imports as a
penalty for India’s purchase of Russian oil. U.S. leadership has urged India to import more
American oil instead.

Key Significance:
This highlights India’s energy diplomacy, diversification of imports, and balancing relations amid
global geopolitical tensions.
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70,000 cr. maritime,
shipbuilding package
gets Cabinet nod

Shishir Sinha
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved
about a 70,000 -crore
package for the shipbuild-
ing and maritime sector.
“The Cabinet approved
a package to rejuvenate In-
dia’s shipbuilding and mar-
itime sector. This historic
move will unlock 4.5 mil-
lion gross tonnage capaci-
ty, generate jobs, and at-
tract investments,” PM
Narendra Modi had said.
According to a govern-
ment statement, the pack-
age comprises a four-pillar
approach designed to
strengthen domestic ca-
pacity, improve long-term

financing, promote green-
field and brownfield shi-

GS Paper Mapping:

e GS-III (Economy & Infrastructure): Shipping industry, industrial policy, employment

generation.

e GS-1I (Governance & Policy): Government schemes, reforms in taxation and legal

frameworks.

e GS-I (Geography - Economic Geography): Ports, maritime infrastructure.

Summary (English):

The move is likely to
create 30 lakh jobs,
attract ¥4.5 lakh-cr.
investments into the
maritime sector

pyard development, en-
hance technical
capabilities and skilling,
and implementation of le-
gal, taxation and policy re-
forms to create a robust
maritime infrastructure.

“A National Shipbuild-
ing Mission will also be es-
tablished,” the government
said in the statement.

The move is expected to
create almost 30 lakh jobs,
and attract investments of
about 4.5 lakh crore into
the maritime sector.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)



The Union Cabinet approved a X70,000 crore package for the shipbuilding and maritime sector.
Key Highlights:

Objective: To rejuvenate India’s shipbuilding and maritime sector.
Targets: Unlock 4.5 million gross tonnage capacity, generate jobs, and attract investment.
Four-pillar approach:

1. Strengthen domestic capacity.

2. Improve long-term financing.

3. Promote green shipping.

4. Brownfield shipyard development.
Implementation: A National Shipbuilding Mission will be launched.
Impact: Expected to create 30 lakh jobs and attract 4.5 lakh crore investment.
Focus areas: Skill enhancement, legal/taxation reforms, and robust maritime
infrastructure.

Significance:
This initiative will boost India’s maritime economy, support "Atmanirbhar Bharat," and position
India strategically in global shipping and trade networks.
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Typhoon Ragasa
makes landfall in
southern China

Agence France-Presse
YANGJIANG

Typhoon Ragasa made
landfall in southern China
on Wednesday, after bat-
tering Hong Kong and kill-
ing at least 15 in Taiwan.
“Ragasa made landfall
along the coast of Hailing
Island, Yangjiang City,
Guangdong Province
around 5 p.m. (0900 GMT)
on September 24,” the Na-
tional Meteorological
Centre said.

In Yangjiang, ferocious
winds ripped signs off
buildings, downing trees
and destroying fences. For
a period of several hours
on Wednesday, the ty-
phoon shook buildings as
sheets of rain poured down
on the city of more than
two million people.

The weather service
said that at the time of
landfall, the maximum
wind speed near the centre
of the storm was close to
145 kmph.

GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-I (Geography): Climatic phenomena, tropical cyclones, disaster geography.
e GS-III (Disaster Management): Preparedness, impact assessment, and mitigation
strategies.
o Essay/GS-IV: Climate change, ethics of disaster preparedness and international
cooperation.

Summary (English):
o Event: Typhoon Ragasa struck southern China on September 24, making landfall along
the coast of Hailing Island, Yangjiang City, Guangdong Province.
o Impact:
o Earlier battered Hong Kong and killed at least 15 people in Taiwan.
o InYangjiang, ferocious winds ripped signs off buildings, uprooted trees, destroyed
fences, and shook buildings.
o Heavy rainfall impacted over 2 million people in the city.
e Meteorological details: Atlandfall, the maximum wind speed near the storm’s centre was
145 kmph.
o Significance: Demonstrates the increasing intensity of tropical cyclones in East Asia,
raising concerns of climate change, urban vulnerability, and disaster preparedness.
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