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Industrial output growth
slows to 4% in August

Country’s IIP growth gets pulled down by consumer-related sectors; primary goods sector sees a

turnaround with seven-month-high of 5.2%; experts say no effect of GST reforms that came in later

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rowth in industrial
G activity in India
slowed to 4% in Au-

gust from its six-month
high growth of 4.3% in July.

Growth was dragged
down by the consumer
durables and non-durables
sectors, as well as slower
growth in manufacturing,
capital goods, and infras-
tructure sectors, govern-
ment data showed.

On the other hand, min-
ing activity, the primary
goods sector, and electrici-
ty output saw a positive
turnaround.

Data on the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP),
released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation on Mon-
day, showed that growth in
the index this August was

Summary (English):

Slowing growth

The year-on-year change (in %) in the Index of Industrial
Production. The index saw 0% growth in August last year
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considerably faster than
the 0% seen in August last
year.

“This data should be
read with caution as it cap-
tures neither the tariff nor
GST effect which have
been in the news and af
fected sentiment in busi-
ness,” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda, said. “Ta-
riffs were implemented

from August 27 while GST
benefits kicked in late Sep-
tember.”

The mining and quarry-
ing sector in particular saw
a significant turnaround. It
grew 6% in August, a 14-
month high, snapping a

four-month streak of
contractions.
The second sector to see

a robust turnaround was
the primary goods sector,

which saw growth coming
in at a seven-month high of
5.2%. The electricity sector
grew at a five-month high
of 4.1%.

The manufacturing sec-
tor, however, slowed to
3.8% in August, down from
6% in July. This was quick-
er than the 1.2% growth the
sector saw in August last
year. Similarly, growth in
the capital goods sector
slowed in August to 4.4%
from 6.7% in July. This was,
however, quicker than the
0% seen in August last

year.
The growth in the con-
sumer durables sector

slowed to 3.5% in August
from 7.3% in July and 5.4%
in August last year. The
consumer non-durables
sector saw activity con-
tracting 6.3%, the worst
performance in eight
months.

India’s IIP (Index of Industrial Production) growth slowed to 4% in August, dragged by
consumer durables and non-durables. Manufacturing and capital goods growth also fell,
though mining and electricity showed improvement. Experts note GST /tariff effects are not

reflected yet.
Summary (Hindi):

I JABTP (11P) 3T T UTH 4% TR 3T T ST avgai iR
ﬁﬁnforasrﬁmﬁﬁ@ Safd @ 3R faerelt Saure o GuUR garm| fa=ivsi = sa1fe
STHdY 3R Yo UHTd sHH M T 2|

GS Paper: GS-III (Indian Economy - Growth, Industrial Sector, Inclusive Development).



Ladakh groups reject proposal for talks, Ministry open to dialogue

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Leh Apex Body (LAB)
and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA), which have
been spearheading the
movement for constitu-
tional safeguards in La-
dakh, has called off the
proposed talks on Tuesday
with the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) officials in
Delhi, saying the “talks
cannot be held at
gunpoint™,

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk,
co-convener of the LAB,
said the government and a
section of media had made
baseless allegations calling
the Ladakhis “anti-nation-
als”, accusing them of col-
luding with “foreign ele-
ments” and for having
“links with Pakistan™.

Following LAB's an-

-

nouncement, the Ministry
said in a statement that the
government had always
been open for dialogues on
Ladakh matters with LAB
and KDA “at any time”,

“We would continue to
welcome the discussion
with LAB and KDA through
the high-powered commit-
tee (HPC) on Ladakh or
any such platform,” the Mi-
nistry said.

The LAB members said
the lack of commitment
from the government to
conduct a judicial inquiry
into the death of four peo-
ple in police action during
September 24 protests in
Leh city was the primary
reason behind the deci-
sion. Mr. Lakruk said, “Our
children were shot in the
head. Judicial  inquiry
should be held. The Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force

Summary (English):
Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA) boycotted talks with MHA,

citing repression, police firing (4 deaths), and detention of Sonam Wangchuk under NSA.
They demand judicial inquiry into police action.
Summary (Hindi):

AL

Sajjad Kargili of Kargil Demacratic Alliance at a press conference on
Monday demanded the release of Sonam Wangchuk. ANl

(CRPF) fired at our people
without the permission of
the district magistrate, We
have proof to support this."
He said that 50 people
have been detained by the
police,

The meeting on Tues-

day was a preliminary
meeting before the Octob-
er 6 high-powered commit-
tee (HPC) dialogue

'Will not tolerate’

“Till the time the tag of an-

ti-nationals on our children
o

Injured Tibetan refugee
recovering at AIIMS

A 2I-year-old Tibetan refu-
gee is among several in-
jured people who were hit
by bullets during police ac-
tion on September 24
when protests to demand
constitutional safeguard in
Ladakh’s Leh turned vio-

is not removed, we will not
participate in the talks with
government. Ladakhis will
not tolerate this,” he said.
Mr. Lakruk also raised
the restrictions imposed
on people from participat-
ing in the cremation of two

lent, leaving four dead.

Tara* is presently admit-
ted at the Intensive Care
Unit in Jai Prakash Narayan
Trauma Centre of the All
Indian Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in New
Delhi.

FULL REPORT
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of the four deceased per-
sons on Monday. Among
those who were cremated
on Monday were Tsewang
Tharchin (46), a retired sol-
dier who fought during the
1999 Kargil war.

“People were stopped

h Y

from joining the cremation
procession, this has led
huge resentment and an-
ger among the people...
The government is respon-
sible for the youth hitting
the streets, we condemn
the violence but the delay
in initiating the talks acted
like a pressure cooker for
the youth” Mr. Lakruk
added.

Speaking on climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk’s
detention under the Na-
tional Security Act (NSA),
Mr. Lakruk said: “They are
levelling all kinds of allega-
tions. Were the govern-
ment agencies sleeping till
now? They started finding
irregularities with Wang-
chuk’s institute only after
he raised his voice for La-
dakh. They want to silence
us. How can we hold talks
at gunpoint?”
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GS Paper: GS-II (Polity - Centre-State Relations, Federalism, Rights & Protests).



Envoys raise ‘Russia question’
amid deepening India-EU ties

EU Ambassador says India buying Russian oil and its participation in Zapad military exercise worry

Europe; Delphin says it has to ‘square’ Russia partnership with desire to deepen ties with Europe

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia has to “square”
lits strategic partner-

ship with Russia with
its desire to deepen ties
with the European Union
(EU), European envoys
said here on Wednesday,
questioning India’s partici-
pation in the recent ‘Za-
pad’ military exercises and
Russian oil purchases and
calling for “sensitivity” to
European concerns over
the conflict in Ukraine.

In a keynote address,
the European Union’s Am-
bassador to India, Herve
Delphin, hailed improve-
ments in India-EU ties, in-
cluding trade, technology
transfers and the strategic
partnership, but called the
“Russia question” an issue
on which the two sides
were not aligned. Other
EU-member diplomats
from Germany, Lithuania,
Estonia, Switzerland, Italy
and the Czech Republic al-
so raised concerns that the
growing EU-India relation-
ship could be affected by
India’s engagement with
Russia.

Summary (English):

Diplomat in Delhi: EU envoy Herve Delphin delivering a keynote
address at an event in New Delhi on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

“We have to be clear-
eyed about those issues on
which we are not aligned,”
Mr. Delphin said, at the
launch of an edition of a
publication “India’s
World”, co-hosted by Ger-
man think-tank Heinrich
Boll Foundation, focused
on the India-EU relation-
ship. “Let’s be clear: there
is a Russia question, specif-
ically linked to its war of
aggression against Ukraine
and its hostile attitude to-
wards as seen in past
weeks and days and the
violation of European air-
space by Russian drones,”
he added, citing discus-
sions in European capitals
over India’s purchase of

Russian oil, and the partici-
pation of an Indian contin-
gent in the Russia-Belarus
Zapad-2025 exercise from
September 12 to 16.

“India has pronounced
itself for peace. Russia is a
strategic partner for India.
And India wants to deepen
its ties with the EU. This
will require further consid-
eration in Delhi on how to
square those terms,” Mr.
Delphin said.

The timing of the Zapad
exercise was awkward for
EU leaders in Brussels, as
trade and agricultural ne-
gotiators and a delegation
from EU’s Political and Se-
curity Committee (PSC)
were in Delhi at the time.

EU Foreign Policy chief Ka-
ja Kallas had later said if In-
dia wanted “closer ties
with us, then why partici-
pate in exercises that are
existential threats to us
[the EU]?”

MEA rejected criticism
Rejecting the criticism, the
Ministry of External Affairs
had pointed out that NATO
countries, including the
U.S., Turkiye, and Hun-
gary, which is an EU mem-
ber, had participated as ob-
servers in Zapad-2025,
while many European
countries continued to buy
Russian energy.

“I think when [India and
EU] want to grow closer,
[India would] have to un-
derstand that this is so-
mething that bothers [the
EU] and concerns us big
time,” said German Am-
bassador Philipp Acker-
man in his address.

In his summation, Mr.

Delphin said “strategic
convergence”  between
Delhi and Brussels has

“never been greater”, and
hoped that the Free Trade
Agreement would be done
by the end of 2025.

EU diplomats urged India to balance ties with Russia and EU, criticizing India’s Zapad-2025
exercise participation and Russian oil purchases. MEA defended India’s independent
stance, citing NATO observers also attended.

Summary (Hindi):
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GS Paper: GS-II (International Relations - India-EU, India-Russia).



In Ayodhya judgment, SC relied on principles
of possession and balance of probabilities

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Former Chief Justice of In-
dia DY. Chandrachud’s
statement in the media
that the very erection of
the Babri Masjid was a de-
secration does not feature
as a reasoning anywhere in
the 2019 Ramjanmabhoo-
mi judgment of which he is
largely believed to be the
author.

The 1,045-page judg-
ment on the title battle ov-
er the 1,500 square yards
in the town of Ayodhya is
founded, instead, on the
“test of preponderance of
probabilities” over who
had possession of the out-
er and inner courtyards of
the disputed premises.

Former Chief Justice of India DY. Chandrachud has said that the
very erection of the Babri Masjid was a desecration. FILE PHOTO

The five-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court had ta-
ken the “balance of proba-
bilities” to come to a con-
clusion that Hindus had
unimpeded control over
the outer courtyard des-
pite a grill-brick wall con-
structed in 1857.

As regards the inner

Summary (English):
Analysis clarified that the 2019 Ayodhya verdict was based on “balance of probabilities” of
possession (Hindus in outer courtyard, pre-1857 worship in inner courtyard). ASI report

on demolition was not conclusive.

courtyard, the court said,
there was evidence “on a
preponderance of proba-
bilities to establish wor-
ship by the Hindus prior to
the annexation of Oudh by
the British in 1857".

The court had rea-
soned, while decreeing the
disputed title in favour of

the Hindus five years ago,
that there was no evidence
the Muslims had exclusive
possession of the inner
structure before 1857.

In fact, the 2019 judg-
ment had termed the
Mughal conquest of the
territories a “supra-nation-
al act between two sove-
reigns”. It had refused to
entertain or enforce rights
to the disputed property
hased solely on the exis-
tence of an underlying
temple dating to the 12th
century.

The court had found the
Archaeological Survey of
India’s report on the ques-
tion whether a temple was
demolished to build the
Babri Masjid over four cen-
turies ago inconclusive.
The court had made it
clear that the ASI and its
report on the question of

demolition of a temple or
construction of a mosque
using the walls of a pre-
vious temple structure was
inane to the question of tit-
le [ownership] of the dis-
puted property and struc-
ture in a civil trial.

“Determination of title
was not obviously within
the remit of ASI,” the court
had said in the 2019
judgment.

“No evidence is availa-
ble in a case of this antiqui-
ty on the cause of destruc-
tion of the underlying
structure; whether the
pre-existing structure was
demolished for the con-
struction of the mosque.
Title to the land must be
decided on settled legal
principles and applying
evidentiary standards
which govern a civil trial,”
the court had clarified.

Summary (Hindi):
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GS Paper: GS-II (Polity - Judiciary, Secularism, Minority Rights).
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X to appeal HC judgment
upholding Sahyog portal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

X, formerly Twitter, said
that it would appeal the
Karnataka High Court’s de-
cision that rejected its chal-
lenge to the Union govern-
ment’s Sahyog portal.

The Sahyog portal was
set up last year to allow the
police and other author-
ised government agencies
to send takedown notices
to social media platforms,
a move that X has argued is
a broad and illegal censor-
ship regime that would
leave it with criminal liabil-
ity if it did not comply.

The company said it was
“deeply concerned” by the
judgment handed down by
the single Bench of judge
M. Nagaprasanna, and that
it would appeal. It did not
indicate whether this ap-
peal would be directed to a

Summary (English):

o~ e T A
M. Nagaprasanna gave the
verdict that rejected X’s
challenge to Sahyog portal.

larger bench of the Karna-
taka High Court, or to the
Supreme Court.

“The Sahyog [portal]
enables officers to order
content removal based
solely on allegations of ‘il-
legality,” without judicial
review or due process for
the speakers, and threa-
tens platforms with crimi-
nal liability for non-com-
pliance,” the platform said.

“X respects and com-

plies with Indian law, but
this order... is inconsistent
with the Bombay High
Court’s recent ruling that a
similar regime was
unconstitutional.”

X is referring to the
Centre’s fact checking unit,
which was designed to flag
misinformation about the
Centre that, once a given
post was notified, would
strip away the “safe har-
bour” that a platform
would enjoy for continuing
to host it; the “intermedi-
ary,” X, in this case, would
be liable for posts made by
users as though it were a
publisher. The Sahyog por-
tal, X argues, is similar.

Justice Nagaprasanna
argued in his ruling that X
was not in a position to
take umbrage under con-
stitutional guarantees as its
parent, X Corp., is a fo-
reign company.

X (formerly Twitter) will appeal Karnataka HC order upholding Sahyog portal, which
allows govt. to directly order content takedowns. X argued it creates censorship without

due process.
Summary (Hindi):
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GS Paper: GS-II (Polity - Fundamental Rights, Free Speech, Digital Governance).



Two railway links to offer
easy connectivity to Bhutan

Kokrajhar-Gelephu and Banarhat-Samtse lines will run to a total distance of 89 km; they will be

developed at a cost of 4,033 crore; Railway Minister says project will boost economy, tourism

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre on Mon-
I day  announced
two rail links with a

total distance of 89 km bet-
ween India and Bhutan —
Kokrajhar-Gelephu  (As-
sam) and Banarhat-Samtse
(West Bengal) — at a cost of
34,033 crore.

These two projects are
part of the first set of rail
connectivity projects bet-
ween India and Bhutan,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri announced at a press
conference.

The memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for
these projects was signed
during Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s visit to Bhu-
tan in March 2024 and a
formal agreement was
signed here on the occa-
sion of the Bhutanese Fo-
reign Secretary’s visit to
New Delhi.

“India is the largest trad-
ing partner of Bhutan.
Most of the EXIM trade of
Bhutan is through Indian
ports, therefore, it be-
comes very important to
have seamless rail connec-
tivity for the Bhutanese
economy to grow, and for
the Bhutanese people to
have better access to the

Promises mad

- T e

e, promises delivered!

Vikram Misri, and MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal announcing the Bhutan rail link on Monday. ANl

global network,” Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.

For Vande Bharat trains
The Minister said the two
rail links would provide
Bhutan access to 1,50,000
km of the Indian railway
network. While the Kokraj-
har-Gelephu  rail link
would be developed over
the next four years, the Ba-
narhat-Samtse line would
be constructed over a pe-
riod of three years. The
railway lines would be de-
signed for running Vande
Bharat trains. The former
will have six stations, two

viaducts, 29 major bridges,
65 minor bridges, two
good sheds, one flyover
and 39 underpasses. The
latter will include two sta-
tions, one major flyover, 24
minor flyovers, and 37 un-
der passes. It will be deve-
loped at a cost of I577
crore.

“This will provide a lot
of economic benefits to the
people, in terms of tou-
rism, industrial growth,
people-to-people  move-
ment, and goods move-
ment. Practically, every be-
nefit that railway brings
will happen with this,” Mr.
Vaishnaw added.

Two railway links to offer easy connectivity to Bhutan

English Summary:

The Government of In-
dia has pledged 10,000
crore in development as-
sistance to Bhutan for its
13th Five-Year Plan running
from 2024 to 2029. This
funding doubles the sup-
port provided during the
12th Plan.

Bhutan is also set to be-
nefit from the Jogighopha
Inland Waterways Tran-
sport Terminal, opened in
February. The two nations
have also collaborated on
five major hydropower
projects — Chukha, Tala,
Mangdechhu, Kurichhu,
and the recently complet-
ed Punatsangchhu II.

¢ The Centre announced two new rail links between India and Bhutan:
1. Kokrajhar-Gelephu (Assam to Bhutan)



2. Banarhat-Samtse (West Bengal to Bhutan)
Combined length: 89 km, cost: X4,033 crore.
MoU signed during PM Modi’s Bhutan visit (March 2024). Final agreement signed in
Sept 2025.
These links will connect Bhutan to 1,50,000 km of Indian Railways network,
facilitating EXIM trade, tourism, industrial growth, and people-to-people ties.
Banarhat-Samtse line (3577 crore) will include viaducts, bridges, underpasses,
stations, and Vande Bharat facilities.
India pledged 310,000 crore development aid to Bhutan (2024-2029), doubling 12th
Plan support.
Bhutan also benefits from Inland Waterways Terminal at Jogighopa and major
hydropower projects (Chukha, Tala, Mangdechhu, Kurichhu, Punatsangchhu).

Hindi Summary ('%a
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GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-II: International Relations - India & Neighbourhood (India-Bhutan relations,
regional connectivity).
e GS-III: Economy - Infrastructure, EXIM trade, Energy (hydropower cooperation).
e GS-I (BPSC focus): Regional integration & cultural ties with neighbours (Bihar-
Bhutan connection via Eastern corridor).



E-waste collection faces gaps as
informal sector plays huge role

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Even as the Centre nudges
local electronics manufac-
turing via the push for
semiconductor fabrication
and the Electronics Com-
ponent Manufacturing
Scheme - gaps have
emerged in a critical sector
that may assume more im-
portance in the years to
come: e-waste recycling.

With millions of tonne
of consumer electronics
and appliances disposed of
in recent years, policymak-
ers see extracting expen-
sive and scarce metals and
elements as key as elec-
tronics use is set to boom
in the coming years.

While hundreds of mil-
lions of mobile phones are
in use in India, with TRAI
pegging the number of mo-
bile broadband connec-
tions in excess of 93.9
crore, India constitutes on-
ly about 4%, of global elec-
tronics consumption.

As global electronics’
supply chains stay fragile,
the Centre has pushed to
boost local manufacturing
capacity as well as a 1,500
crore mineral recycling
scheme announced in ear-
ly September.

Recycling elements such
as copper, aluminum, nick-
el, cobalt and lithium, has
shown growing impor-
tance, with the Centre in-
troducing an “extended
producer responsibility”
(EPR) framework for ap-
pliances and electronics to
be collected by the original
manufacturers, for har-
vesting materials expen-
sive to procure from the
open market, or suffer
from geopolitical risks
such as China’s decision to
curb the exports of rare
earth elements (REEs).

: £ PlEal S S

Major irritant: Informal set-ups have frustrated policymakers, as

they focus on repairing products by harvesting components.

A 2023 report by the In-
dian Cellular and Electron-
ics Association pointed to a
key hurdle in creating a
“circular economy” for
such products — where me-
tals and elements from so-
called end-of-life products
can be reintroduced into
supply chain — viz. domi-
nation of informal sector™.

Policymakers’ dilemma

These set-ups have frus-
trated policymakers, as
they focus on repairing
products by harvesting
parts from used goods and
operate outside any formal
framework that can even-
tually lead to recycling be-
ing a viable source of key
raw materials for manufac-
turing firms. Even within
the government’s EPR fra-
mework, accusations of
“paper trading” abound,
with recyclers allegedly
overstating the goods they
are recycling to win incen-
tive payments.

“Some players are in-
dulging in malpractices to
earn financial benefits
without having either the
capability or the capacity
for metal extraction, which
needs to be exposed,” San-
dip Chatterjee, an adviser
to think tank Sustainable
Electronics Recycling In-

ternational (SERI), who
worked on e-waste issues
for decades at the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology, told
The Hindu. These copper,
steel, gold and aluminium
extracting operations need
“third-party auditing to en-
sure best practices on envi-
ronmental safeguarding,
[and] due diligence of
downstream vendors for
the fate of those materials
till disposal,” he added.

Material traceability
Dr. Chatterjee also said
“material traceability” was
a huge problem, since ir-
regularities (or impossibili-
ty) in inventorying pro-
ducts floating around in
informal markets and even
registered recyclers were
hampering visibility into
what materials can actual-
ly be recycled and used in
products. He also pushed
for repairing products
more and prolonging their
life as a measure in e-waste
management. But even
there it was important for
for visibility in the life cycle
of individual products.
Inventorying is critical
as western countries count
a product sold as potential
e-waste soon after sale un-
like in India, where gadgets

may go through multiple
owners before wearing out
beyond repair. “Presently,
inventory has been en-
trusted to State Pollution
Control Boards,” he said.
“They never use a uniform
method suited to India and
international figures of e-
waste generation are al-
ways different.”

But the statistics, as they
are, still represent major
volumes. Dr. Chatterjee cit-
ed an estimate of 4.17 mil-
lion metric tonne of e-
waste generated in 2022
alone in India, and said
that only a third of this
waste is processed through
“proper channels”

Nitin Gupta, founder,
Attero, an electronics recy-
cling firm, said the Central
Pollution Control Board,
which operates the portal
recyclers use, “has started
carrying out audits of va-
rious recyclers in the last
five months,” and over 50
firms were audited, with
those showing discrepan-
cies being acted against.

Mandi-style unit

Attero has set up a large
metals recycling opera-
tion, aggregating even in-
formal set-ups into a “man-
di”-style stream. While the
current proportion of recy-
cled precious metals and
rare-earths in domestic
supply chains is “negligi-
ble,” as per Mr. Gupta, he
asserted with the right pol-
icy push, “India can meet
70% of its rare earth mate-
rials requirements in the
next 18 months.”

The “percentage of how
much impact recycling has
had, has been improving
year on year,” Mr. Gupta
added. “In India, gold,
copper, aluminium and
steel are majorly reco-
vered,” Dr. Chatterjee said.



English Summary:
o Background: India is pushing for electronics manufacturing (semiconductors,
components), but e-waste recycling gaps are emerging.
Scale of the problem:
o India generated 4.17 million metric tonnes of e-waste in 2022.
o Only one-third is processed through proper channels, rest handled informally.
Informal Sector Dominance:
o Informal workers harvest parts from discarded goods for reuse, without
formal standards.
Leads to “paper trading” (inflated recycling claims) and lack of accountability.
Policymakers frustrated as informal setups lack traceability, safety, and
compliance.
Critical elements: Copper, aluminum, nickel, cobalt, lithium, gold, rare earths are key
to supply chains.
Government efforts:
o Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) framework — producers must ensure
collection and safe disposal.
o Announced 1,500 crore mineral recycling scheme.
Challenges:
o Lack of material traceability, irregular audits, malpractices.
o Environmental risks due to unsafe practices.
Emerging solutions:
o Formal recyclers like Attero expanding operations with third-party auditing.
o Potential for India to meet 70% of raw material needs domestically in 18
months if proper recycling is adopted.
Policy gap: Need for stricter regulation, better monitoring, visibility in life cycle of
products, and incentives for formal recyclers.
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GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-III (Environment & Economy): Waste management, Pollution control, Sustainable
development.

e GS-II (Governance): Policy framework, EPR compliance, regulation of informal

sector.

o BPSC/JPSCrelevance: Bihar & Jharkhand — e-waste dumping & recycling hubs
(Patna, Ranchi) linked with informal labour.

More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

Global trade trends, technology, and land and labour reforms can help bridge the gap

| DATA POINT

Shravani Prakash
Anjhana Ramesh

omenled  develop-
w ment has been recog-
nised as a structural

game-changer for advancing In-
dia's economic ambitions, yet its
full potential remains under-lever-
aged. Nowhere is harnessing this
potential more urgently than in
the agriculture sector, the back-
bone of India’s economy and the
largest employer of its women.

Despite their prowing presence
on farms, women's contributions
remain systematically unremuner-
ative. By leveraging recent shifts in
trade and technology, India has an
unprecedented opportunity to un-
lock pathways that recognise wo-
men as equal partners in agricultu-
ral transformation,

In the past decade, structural
shifts in the Indian workforce have
drawn rural men into higher-pay-
ing non-farm jobs, leaving women
to replace them to do the agricul-
tural work. As a result, women's
employment in agricufture surged
by 135%, and they now account for
over 42% of the sector's workforee,
Two out of every three working
WOIMEen are now in agriculture,

Yet, this rise has come with di-
minishing returns. Nearly half of
the women in agriculture are un-
paid family workers, with their
numbers jumping 2.5 times from
23,6 million to 59.1 million in just
eight years (Chart 1). As a result,
today, one in three working wo-
men in India is unpaid. In States
such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
maore than 80% of women workers
are in agriculture, and over half of
them receive no wages (Map 2).

Much of this invisibility stems
from systemic inequities, Women
are not officially recognised as
farmers, own only 13-14% of land
holdings, and earn 20-30% less
than men for equivalent work, As-
set ownership, decision-making
power, and access to credit and go-

vernment support remain male-
dominated, trapping women in
low-value activities.

As a result, women's greater
participation has not translated in-
to higher income for the economy,
as agriculture’s share of the nation-
al GVA fell from 15.3% in 201718 to
14.4% in 2024-25. Therefore, the
‘feminisation of agriculture; has,
in a way, reinforced inequities
rather than enabling women's eco-
NOMC empowerment.

Global trade trends are opening
new windows for women’s eco-
nomic inclusion in agriculture.
The India-U.K. Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), for example, is pro-
jected to boost Indian agricultural
exports by 20% within three years,
granting duty-free access to over
95% of agricultural and processed
food products. From rice, spices,
and dairy to ready-to-eat meals, In-
dian producers will benefit from
premium market access, with safe-
guards in place for sensitive sec-
tors. Many of these export-orient-
ed walue chains employ a
significant share of women (Chart
3). If FTA-embedded provisions
for women, such as training, credit
access, and market linkages, are
catalysed, it could enable women's
transition from farm labourers to
income-generating entrepreneurs.

The greatest opportunity lies in
enabling women to move from un-
paid, low-value tasks into higher-
margin segments such as process-
ing, packaging, branding, and ex-
porting. With global demand
rising for organic products and su-
perfoods, India’s value chains for
ted, spices, millets and certified or-
ganic produce are poised for ex-
pansion — sectors where women
are already strongly represented.
Geographical Indications, brand-
ing initiatives, and support for
meeting export standards can help
women producers shift from sub-
sistence farming toward premium,
value-added product markets.

Without targeted measures, wo-
men risk being excluded from the
export-led opportunities emerging

in Indian agriculture. Digital inno- |

vations can play a decisive role in
bridging this gap. Platforms such
as e-NAM, mobile-based advisory
services, voice-assisted applica-
tions, and precision agrieulture
tools are already connecting wo-
men to markets, knowledge sys-
tems, and financial services. These
solutions help formalise women's
labour while expanding access to
schemes, credit, and fair pricing.

However, these benefits are
contingent on overcoming structu-
ral barriers such as low digital lite-
racy, language gaps, and limited
access to affordable devices. Tack-
ling these challenges requires col-
lective action by all ecosystem ac-
tors — government, private sector,
NGOs, selfhelp groups, and Farm-
er Producer Organisations (FPOs).

Encouragingly, promising mo-
dels are emerging. Al-enabled so-
lutions such as the government's
BHASHINI platform and Micro-
soft-AT4Bharat’s Jugalbandi are ex-
tending multilingual, voice-first ac-
cess to government services, LET
Finance's Digital Sakhi pro-
sramme has trained rural women
in digital and financial literacy
across seven States.

At the State level, Odisha's
Swayam Sampurna FPOs show-
case how technology can position
women farmers at the forefront of
export competitiveness. The Jhala-
wari Mahila Kisan Producer Com-
pany in Rajasthan leverages digital
tools for direct sales and branding.
Multi-stakeholder training pro-
grams for women farmers in As-
sam's tea sector focus on diverse
areas. It is important to scale up
and emulate these platforms.

To transform women's role in
agriculture, land and labour re-
forms are equally vital. Policies
must recognise women as inde-
pendent farmers by promoting
joint or individual land ownership,
which in twn strengthens their
eligibility for credit, insurance,
and institutional support.

Shravnd Prokash and Anfhana Ramesh are
with ICRIER’s EPWD (Econamic Policies for
Waonten Led Development) Prograsme

All work, no pay

The data for the charts were sourced from the Periodic Labour Force Survey
{PLFS), 2023-24

Chart 1: The number of women in the agriculture sector who are unpaid
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More women employed in agriculture, but half of them are unpaid

English Summary:
Women-led development is now recognized as central to India’s growth story.
Agriculture is India’s largest employer of women (42% of workforce), but over 50%
of them are unpaid family workers (PLFS 2023-24).
o« Women'’s participation in agriculture has increased by 135% in the past decade due
to male migration to higher-paying non-farm jobs.
Issue: This participation hasn’t translated into higher incomes; “feminisation of
agriculture” often means low-paid, low-value work.
Global trade agreements (FTAs) can provide opportunities for women by expanding
market access.
Structural barriers: lack of digital literacy, limited access to finance, land rights, and
technology.
Solutions:
o Digital tools like e-NAM, precision agriculture, mobile apps are connecting
women farmers to markets.
o Government initiatives: BHASHINI, Jal Jeevan Mission women FPOs, Al-
enabled solutions.
o Corporate efforts: L&T Finance Digital Sakhi, Odisha’s Women FPOs.
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o Rajasthan (69%), U.P. (52%), Bihar (50%) have highest share of women in
agriculture without pay.

o Women more engaged in crops with high export value (fruits, vegetables,
oilseeds).
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GS Paper Mapping:

e GS-I (Society): Role of women, rural livelihoods.

e GS-II (Governance): Gender empowerment policies, labour rights, social justice.
e GS-III (Economy): Agriculture, inclusive growth, digital reforms, trade & labour

reforms.

o BPSC/JPSC: Bihar-specific data on women in unpaid agriculture (50%+) is directly

exam-relevant.

Govt. norms for EV
charging infra subsidy

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Centre has issued
norms offering up to 100%
subsidies for setting up
vehicle charging stations,
battery swapping and
charging stations, targeting
high-density cities, satellite
towns, and key national
and state highways.

The guidelines were is-
sued under the 310,000-
crore PM E-drive scheme
for promotion of EVs with-
in which 32,000 crores has
been apportioned for
charging infrastructure.

The government is aim-
ing at installing 72,300 EV
chargers for cars, two-
wheelers, buses and
trucks, said Additional Se-
cretary, Ministry of Heavy
Industries, Dr. Hanif

Qureshi in a LinkedIn post.
The post mentioned the
government was aiming at
a charging grid coverage of
at least one charging sta-
tion in every 3km x 3km
grid; on highways, one ev-
ery 25 km, plus long-range
EV chargers every 100 km.
The T2000 crore subsi-
dy offers support for charg-
ers in government build-
ings like offices and
hospitals, private establish-
ments, including malls and
metro stations and other
locations as determined by
State/ UT governments.
“India is ensuring infras-
tructure leads the way —
breaking the adoption bot-
tleneck, boosting consum-
er confidence, and build-
ing a strong public-private
ecosystem for clean mobil-
ity,” Dr. Qureshi added.



English Summary:

o The Centre issued guidelines offering up to 100% subsidy for:

o EV charging stations,

o Battery swapping facilities,

o Charging hubs in high-density cities, satellite towns, and major highways.
Issued under the 10,000 crore PM E-Drive scheme, with 32,000 crore earmarked for
charging infra.

Target:

o 72,300 EV chargers across India.

o Atleast one charging station in every 3x3 km grid in cities.

o On highways: one station every 25 km, plus long-range EV chargers every 100

km.
%2000 crore subsidy supports charging infra in:

o Government offices, hospitals, metro stations, malls, private establishments.
e Aim: break adoption bottlenecks, build consumer confidence, and create a public-

private ecosystem for clean mobility.
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GS Paper Mapping:
e GS-III (Environment, Economy): Sustainable transport, Renewable energy,
Infrastructure.

e GS-II (Governance): Government schemes, Public-private partnership.
o BPSC/JPSCrelevance: Bihar/Jharkhand urban mobility plans, renewable energy
adoption, subsidies for green economy.



