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Trade pact a launchpad for growth: UK. PM

The Trade Agreement presents unparalleled
opportunities, says Starmer as he begins visit

Starmer to meet PM Modi today to take stock of
India-U.K. Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

The UK. will offer duty-free access on 99.1% of
its tariff lines, immediately upon enforcement

The Mindu Burein
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He will meet Prime Mi
nister Narendra Modl on
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wpects of the India UK
Compechenstve  Sirateghc
Partnership in line with
‘Vision 20035°, a focused
and time boand  10-vear
road map of programmes
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. Trade pact a launchpad for growth: U.K. PM
GS Paper II - International Relations (India-UK relations, Trade agreements)
e English Summary: British PM Keir Starmer began his first visit to India, highlighting the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) as “unparalleled opportunities.” The pact
includes tariff-free access on 99.1% UK tariff lines, boosting bilateral trade by £25.5 billion
annually. It covers trade, defence, climate, energy, education, and people-to-people ties under Vision
2035. However, the UK has ruled out revisiting visa norms.
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thons 1o develop India as a
home e RollsRowe,
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successful  partnership,”
Tulin Ergabllgs, CEO of
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Mr. Starmwee, however,
repocsedly indicased thae
the LLE. would not be revis
Iting its visa requirements
for Indians. Accarding o
the BAC, Me. Starmer re
portedly said that o basi
mess leaders he hind met so
far raised the question of
visas. 1t added thar, during
the Mgl w0 Incha, Mr
Starmwr sald that visas
“plavesd 00 paet” in the CE
TA and that the situaton
bad not changed
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tary sayinge that three new
Bolywood movies would
be made in the UK. from
s year, with YRF baving
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thelr major peoductions 1o
locatioms across the UK
from early 2006

Commerce and Indus
tries Minister Piyush Goyal
met Peter Kyde, the UKS
Secretary of Seate for Do
ness and Yrade, m Mumba
with a view to moving loe
wird with the operationak
satiem of the India UK, CE
TA, the Commerce and
Iiclustry Ministry said b a
statemens. Mr, Kyle Is pan
ption acoompa
nying Mr. Starmer




11 soldiers among 30
killed amid clashes in
Pak. border province

Press Trust of India
PESHAWAR

At least 11 Pakistani mili-
tary personnel, including a
Lieutenant-Colonel and a
Major, were killed in clash-
es with the Taliban mili-
tants during an operation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province bordering Af-
ghanistan, the Army said
on Wednesday.

In a statement, the In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the media
wing of the military, said 19
militants of the ‘Fitna al-
Khawarij’ were also killed
during the operation in
Orakzai district on Tues-
day night.

The Pakistan govern-
ment last year notified the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) as ‘Fitna al-
Khawarij’, a reference to a
group in earlier Islamic his-
tory which was involved in
violence.

During the “intense” ex-
change of fire between se-
curity forces and the mili-
tants, 19 terrorists “were
sent to hell”, the statement
said. It said that 39-year-
old Lt. Col. Junaid Tariq,
who was leading his troops
from the front, and his se-
cond-in-command, 33-
year-old Major Tayyab Ra-
hat, were killed along with
nine of their men.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed grief over
the killing of the soldiers,
saying the sacrifices of the
fearless sons of the securi-
ty forces will never go in
vain.

He said Pakistan will
crush the nefarious inten-
tions of terrorists. “We will
not allow elements that
harm Pakistan’s integrity
to succeed,” he added.

Pakistan has seen a surge in
attacks, in Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. FILE PHOTO

President Asif Ali Zarda-
ri paid tributes to the
“courageous action of se-
curity forces in the Orakzai
district”.

Mr. Zardari expressed
heartfelt sympathy with
the families of the soldiers,
praying that they bear
their loss with patience
and courage, a statement
issued by the presidency
said. “The entire nation
stands as a lead wall with
its armed forces,” the state-
ment quoted him as
saying.

Pakistan has seen a
surge in militant attacks,
particularly in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces, after the
banned TTP called off its
ceasefire with the govern-
ment in November 2022
and vowed to target securi-
ty forces, police, and law
enforcement agencies.

According to the latest
statistics issued by the
Centre for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS),
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
the worst-hit region in the
country in the third quar-
ter of 2025.

It suffered nearly 71%
(638) of the total violence-
linked fatalities, and over
67% (221) of the incidents
of violence.



GS Paper II - International Relations (India’s Neighbourhood, Terrorism)
English Summary: 11 Pakistani soldiers, including senior officers, were Killed in clashes with
Taliban militants in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Pakistan faces a surge in militant violence after
the TTP ended its ceasefire in 2022. CRSS data shows Khyber Pakhtunkhwa suffered 71% of
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Trio wins Chemistry Nobel for bridging metals and organics

violence-linked fatalities in Q3 2025.

Hindi Summary: I & Qe

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

An Australian, a Japanese
and a Jordanian-American
schentists were announced
winners of the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry for discover
ing and creating a class of
materials, called metal-or-
ganic fruneworks (MOF).
Metallic and  arganic
substances are as far apart
in the chemical world as
Australia and the US. geo
graphically and it was In-
conceivable that  stable,
useful products could be
made out of materials
formed by infegrating
them. But beginning Ri-
clard Robson's initial con-
ception of them in the mid
1970s, sparked from 2
science project for his Mel-
bourne  University  stu-
dents; o Susumu Kitaga-
wa's dogged determina-
ton, In Kyoto University, at
creating porous molecules

- despite knowing that
they were “useless” — but
tinkering with them until
he created the right kind of
strictures that were useful
enough to work as a ey
whilst remaining Hexible
and pliant; to finally Omar
Yaghi at the University ol
Cabifornda, Berkley, making
a varsety of metal-organic
frameworks, as he named
them, that were capable of
drawing water vapour out
of desert air at night and
releasing them as water in
the day. The three will
equally share the peize of 11
million Swedish kroner,
about T croee,

Following the Laureates”
groundbreaking discover-
les, chemists have since

built tens of thousands of

different MOFs. Some ol
these may contribute to
solving  some of human-
kind's greatest challenges,
with applications that In-
clude separating PFAS (a

For the development of
metal-organic frameworks

OMAR M. YAGHI,
University of
Califarnia, U.S

family of chemicals that
are believed 10 be toxic)
from water, breaking down
traces of pharmaceuticals
in the environment, cap-
turing carbon dioxide or
harvesting water from des-
et air, 3 press statement

noted.

Molecular kit
Researchers  have  deve-
loped i molecular kit with

RICHARD ROBSON
y of
ibcurne, Australla

U MITAGAWA,
2o Untversity,
Japan

a wide range of different
pleces that can be used to
create new MOFs. These
have different shapes and
characters, providing in-
credible potential for the
rational —or Albased — de-
sign of MOFs for different
purposes.

First of the block and in-
spired by a project to make
wooden block representa-
thons of chemical bonds,

Mr. Robson began by test-
Ing the inherent properties
of atoms in a new way. He
combined positively
charged copper ions with a
lour-armed molecule; this
had a chemical group that
was attracted 1o copper
ions at the end of each
arm, When they were com
bined, they bonded o
form a well-ordered, spa
chous crystal. It was like a
diamond Mled with in-
msmerable cavities,

Mr. Robson immediately
recognised the potential of
his molecular construc-
tion, but it was unstable
and collapsed easily. Ho-
wever, Mr. Kitagawa and
Mr. Yaghi provided this
bullding method with a
firm foundation: between
1992 and 2003 they made,
separately, 4 sertes of revo-
lutionary discoveries.

Mr. Kitagawa showed
that gases can flow n and
ot of the constructions

GS Paper III - Science & Technology (Nobel Prizes, Material Science, Environment)
English Summary: Scientists from Australia, Japan, and Jordan-USA won the 2025 Nobel

Prize in Chemistry for developing Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs). These porous

and predicted that MOFs
conld be made thexible,

Mr, Yaghi created a very
stable MOF and showed
that it can be modified us
Ing ratlonal design, giving
it new and desirable
properties,

Initially, it was challeng
ing for the scientibc com-
ity 10 appreciate MOF
as they didn’t seem 1o be
much betser than a class of
materials called zeolites
But things changed when
they succeeded in develop-
ing soft MOFs - a step up
over zeolites that were
hard. One of those who
was able 1o present a flexi
ble material was Kitagawa
himeell. When his material
was filled with water or
methane, it changed
shape, and when it was
emptied, it returned to s
original form. It behaved
someshat like a lung that
can breathe gas in and owt,
changeable but stable

materials have potential applications in carbon capture, water harvesting from desert air,
filtering toxic PFAS, and environmental clean-up.
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Tamil Nadu Assembly to
adopt resolution for Gaza
ceasefire, says CM Stalin

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday
said the State Assembly
would adopt a resolution on
October 14, calling for a cea-
sefire in Gaza and urging
the Indian government to
make every effort to end the
Israel-Hamas war.

“The resolution will re-
flect the sentiments of the
people of Tamil Nadu. I
hope all parties, cutting
across political lines, will
support it,” Mr. Stalin said,
speaking at a protest organ-
ised in Chennai by the CPI
(M) and attended by the
DMK and its allies.

Mr. Stalin said the indis-
criminate bombing of Gaza
by the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), in violation of inter-
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Push for peace: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin with DMK
leader K. Veeramani and CPI(M) State secretary P. Shanmugam
during a protest in Chennai on Wednesday. R. RAVINDRAN

national human rights and
United Nations policies, had
shaken the entire world.
“Everyone who has partici-
pated in this meeting has
condemned Israel’s mass
killings,” he said.

Mr. Stalin also noted that
over 50,000 people had
been killed in the conflict,
including 11,000 women,
17,000 children, 175 journal-

ists, and 125 UN employees.

State Congress Commit-
tee president K. Selvape-
runthagai; CPI(M) leaders P.
Shanmugam, K. Balakrish-
nan, and U. Vasuki; CPI
State secretary M. Veera-
pandian; and Manithaneya
Makkal Katchi leader M.H.
Jawahirullah were among
the participants of the prot-
est.

GS Paper II - International Relations (India’s stand on Israel-Palestine conflict)

English Summary: Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin announced that the State Assembly will adopt a
resolution urging the Indian Government to push for a ceasefire in Gaza. The statement
highlights massive civilian casualties in the ongoing Israel-Hamas war.

Hindi Summary: GfHeATg & HBTHA TH.&. TeIfer A givon &1 {6 faumrawr e # gafarm™

& fore yara wifva H¥0t 3R g TR A 59 3= A FHegH I3M o1 3RIE Hi | 39

TRISA-8N g H 98 THMA W ARR® gared] 1 Ieaka fohar |



Odisha govt. to restore
Tagore’s residence in
Puri, make it museum

The Hindu Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government
has announced plans to
restore ‘Pather Puri’, the
residence of Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore in
Puri, and transform it into
a museum. The decision
was taken at a high-level
meeting chaired by State
Minister for Culture Surya-
banshi Suraj on
Wednesday.

The house, located near
the seashore on a plot ori-
ginally allotted to Tagore
before India’s Indepen-
dence, was later construct-
ed by the Tagore family. In
subsequent years, the pro-
perty served as a boys’ hos-
tel for students of Samanta
Chandra Sekhar College in

Puri. The building narrow-
ly escaped demolition by
the Puri Municipality after
activists launched a cam-
paign to preserve it.

It was also decided at
the meeting to establish a
theme pavilion highlight-
ing eminent Odia writers
and their literary contribu-
tions at Cuttack’s Bali Jatra.

“Indonesia will be invit-
ed as the partner country.
Under the ‘Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat’ initia-
tive, an Indian State will al-
so be invited as the partner
state. Additionally, cultural
troupes from several South
Asian countries will be in-
vited to participate,” said a
statement issued by the
Department of Odia Lan-
guage, Literature, and Cul-
ture.

GS Paper I - Indian Heritage and Culture (Art & Culture, Personalities & Institutions)
¢ English Summary:

The Odisha government has announced plans to restore ‘Pather Puri’, the residence of Nobel
laureate Rabindranath Tagore in Puri, and convert it into a museum. The house, originally
allotted to Tagore before Independence and later built by his family, was once used as a
boys’ hostel. It narrowly escaped demolition after public protests. The government also
plans a theme pavilion at Cuttack’s Bali Jatra, showcasing eminent Odia writers. Indonesia
will be invited as partner country, and under ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’, an Indian state
will also join as partner.

¢ Hindi Summary ('I%?ﬁ ARI):
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US. Senate confirms
Sergio Gor as Indian
Ambassador, Kapur

as regional official

NEW DELII

After months of rocky rela-
tions, the India-llS. en-
gagement is set 1o get a
boost as the U.S. Senate
confirmed the nomina-
thons of Sergio Gor as Am-
bassador to India and S,
Paul Kapur, an American
of Indian origin as the US,
Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asia,

Mr. Gor has also been
appointed U.S. President
Donald Trump's special en-
vay on South and Central
Asia, a new post that did
not require confirmation,
His role in the region has
been watched keenly, and
with some misgivings in
New Delhi, especially as
Mr. Gor met with leaders of
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Bhutan in New York last
month, and Pakistani lea-
dership had travelled to

] o1,

Officials did not indicate
a date for Mr. Gor to take
up his post as Ambassador
in Delhi, but did not rule
out his arrival in the next
few weeks in his role as
special envoy, ahead of a
passible meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Mr, Trump on
the sidelines of the upcom-
ing ASEAN-related - sum-
mits in Kuala Lumpur on
October 26-27, where they
may repair ties and discuss
scheduling the Quad sum-
mit

At the Senate hearing on
September 11, Mr. Gor, who
said the US.-India relation-
ship would “define the 21st
century”, indicated that he
and US. Deputy Secretary
of State Christopher Lan-
dau would travel to the re-
gion in October, and set
out the tasks before him.
Mr, Gor said that he would
work to advance the India-
U.S, trade relationship so
that it s “fair™ to American
businesses, adding that
“India’s protectionist poli-
ces and regulatory bar-
riers have prevented [the
two countries] from fully
realising this partnership”,
He also said that “getting”
India to stop buying Rus-
stan ol is a “top priority”,

Mr. Gor and Mr. Kapur,
who will be the point-per-

Sergio Gor

sons for India and the re-
gion, were confirmed
among 107 nominees in a
single vote with 51 Senators
in favour and 47 against,
who convened despite the
US, government shut-
down, on Tuesday.

“Ambassador Gor’s con-
firmation is a signal to New
Delhi that the U.S-India re-
lationship Is a top priority
for the administration and
the region, and together,
through the right diplo-
matic channels, [Inda and
the U.S.] can iron out the
creases and reach consen-
sus,” Mukesh Aghi, presi-
dent and CEO of the U.S.-
India Strategic Partnership
Forum, said on Wednes-
day, referring to Mr. Gor as
a “trusted confidant” of
Mr. Trump, and Mr. Kapur
as a “stellar academic and
a South Asia scholar who ks
second to none in under-
standing the security of the
region and New Delhi's
coneerns vis-a-vis Beijing
and Islamabad™.

Kapur, a seasoned hand
While Mr. Gor, a 38-year-
old close Trump aide and
MAGA (Make America
Great Again campaign) in-
sider, has no previous ex-
perience on India, Mr. Ka-
pur is an experienced
analyst on India and the re-
gion, known well in South
Block, He has worked in
the US. State Depart-
ment’s policy planning di-
vision in 202021 The
author of several books
and papers on Pakistan-
sponsored jihadist groups
in South Asia, US.India re-
lations, and India and Pa-
kistan’s  nuclear  pro-
grammes, Mr. Kapur has
been a frequent visitor to
the region and was a visit-
ing fellow at the Delhi-
based Observer Research
Foundation until recently.



GS Paper II - International Relations (India-US ties)

English Summary: U.S. Senate confirmed Sergio Gor as Ambassador to India and S. Paul
Kapur as Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia. Gor prioritised fair trade
relations and pressuring India to reduce Russian oil imports. This is expected to reset
strained India-US ties.

Hindi Summary: 3@ e 3 IfN TR ' URT A Toiga iR TH. uid FqR &Y gféror v
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11 soldiers among 30
killed amid clashes in
Pak. border province

Press Trust of India
PESHAWAR

At least 11 Pakistani mili-
tary personnel, including a
Lieutenant-Colonel and a
Major, were killed in clash-
es with the Taliban mili-
tants during an operation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province bordering Af-
ghanistan, the Army said
on Wednesday.

In a statement, the In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the media
wing of the military, said 19
militants of the ‘Fitna al-
Khawarij’ were also killed
during the operation in
Orakzai district on Tues-
day night.

The Pakistan govern-
ment last year notified the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) as ‘Fitna al-
Khawarij’, a reference to a
group in earlier Islamic his-
tory which was involved in
violence.

During the “intense” ex-
change of fire between se-
curity forces and the mili-
tants, 19 terrorists “were
sent to hell”, the statement
said. It said that 39-year-
old Lt. Col. Junaid Tariq,
who was leading his troops
from the front, and his se-
cond-in-command, 33-
year-old Major Tayyab Ra-
hat, were killed along with
nine of their men.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed grief over
the killing of the soldiers,
saying the sacrifices of the
fearless sons of the securi-
ty forces will never go in
vain.

He said Pakistan will
crush the nefarious inten-
tions of terrorists. “We will
not allow elements that
harm Pakistan’s integrity
to succeed,” he added.

Pakistan has seen a surge in
attacks, in Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. FILE PHOTO

President Asif Ali Zarda-
ri paid tributes to the
“courageous action of se-
curity forces in the Orakzai
district”.

Mr. Zardari expressed
heartfelt sympathy with
the families of the soldiers,
praying that they bear
their loss with patience
and courage, a statement
issued by the presidency
said. “The entire nation
stands as a lead wall with
its armed forces,” the state-
ment quoted him as
saying.

Pakistan has seen a
surge in militant attacks,
particularly in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces, after the
banned TTP called off its
ceasefire with the govern-
ment in November 2022
and vowed to target securi-
ty forces, police, and law
enforcement agencies.

According to the latest
statistics issued by the
Centre for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS),
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
the worst-hit region in the
country in the third quar-
ter of 2025.

It suffered nearly 71%
(638) of the total violence-
linked fatalities, and over
67% (221) of the incidents
of violence.



GS Paper II - International Relations (India & Neighbourhood, Terrorism, Security)

English Summary:

Atleast 11 Pakistani soldiers, including a Lt. Colonel and a Major, were Killed in clashes with
Taliban militants in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan. Pakistan Army
reported 19 militants of Fitna al-Khawarij (a renamed banned TTP faction) were also killed
in Orakzai district. PM Shehbaz Sharif vowed that sacrifices of security forces would not go in
vain. President Asif Ali Zardari praised the soldiers’ courage and promised to crush terrorist
networks. The Centre for Research and Security Studies (CRSS) reported that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa suffered 71% of total violence-linked fatalities in Q3 2025. Militancy surged
after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in 2022.

Hindi Summary ('I%?ﬁ ARI):
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper II: Neighbourhood issues, terrorism, India-Pakistan relations, regional

security.
BPSC/JPSC: Regional security dynamics, terrorism in South Asia, implications for India’s

internal and border security.



Draft labour policy unites
social security schemes

It aims at creating universal, portable social security accounts for all workers by 2030; it also seeks

to raise women’s labour participation to 35%, offer single-window digital compliance for MSMEs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

niversal and porta-
Uble social security
is a major compo-

nent of the draft National
Labour and Employment
Policy, which proposes to
create a universal account
by integrating the Em-
ployees Provident Fund
Organisation, Employees
State Insurance Corpora-
tion, Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana, e-SHRAM,
and State welfare Boards.

The draft policy, known
as the Shram Shakti Niti,
2025, was released on
Wednesday for public
consultation.

The proposals include
the implementation of the
Occupational Safety and
Health Code with risk-
based inspections, gender-
sensitive standards, and
the convergence of various
skills schemes. The draft
policy presents a renewed
vision for a fair, inclusive,
and future-ready world of
work aligned with the na-
tional aspiration of a deve-
loped India by 2047, Union
Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said.

“Rooted in India’s civili-
sational ethos of Srama
dharma, the dignity and
moral value of work, the

English Summary:

1

Workforce reforms : The policy envisions a labour ecosystem that
improves protection and productivity for every worker. FILE PHOTO

policy envisions a labour
ecosystem that ensures
protection, productivity,
and participation for every
worker. It seeks to create a
balanced framework that
upholds workers’ welfare
while enabling enterprises
to grow and generate sus-
tainable livelihoods,” Mr.
Mandaviya said.

Policy outcomes

Expected outcomes of the
policy include universal
worker registration and so-
cial security portability,
near-zero workplace fatali-
ties, increased female la-

bour-force participation, a
sharp reduction in infor-
mal jobs through digital
compliance, Al-driven la-
bour-governance capacity
in all States, the creation of
millions of green and de-
cent jobs, and a fully con-
verged “One Nation Inte-
grated Workforce”
ecosystem. The last date to
submit suggestions on the
draft is October 27.

The draft policy seeks to
increase women’s partici-
pation in the labour force
to 35% by 2030, and ex-
pand entrepreneurship
and career guidance initia-

tives for youth. It also pro-
poses a single-window for
digital compliance, with
self-certification and sim-
plified returns for MSMEs.
Promotion of green jobs,
Al-enabled safety systems,
just-transition  pathways
for workers, and a unified
national labour data archi-
tecture ensuring inter-mi-
nisterial coherence and
transparent  monitoring
are also part of the policy
document.

Accountability plan
Policy implementation will
proceed in three phases.
Phase I (2025-27) focuses
on institutional setup and
social-security integration.

During Phase II (2027-
30), the nationwide rollout
of universal social security
accounts, along with skill-
credit systems, and dis-
trict-level Employment Fa-
cilitation Cells. Phase III
(beyond 2030) will bring in
paperless governance,
predictive analytics, and
continuous policy renewal.

“Progress  will be
tracked through real-time
dashboards, a Labour &
Employment Policy Eval-
uation Index (LPEI) bench-
marking States, and an An-
nual National Labour
Report to Parliament,” the
document says.

The Government released the draft National Labour and Employment Policy (Shram Shakti Niti,
2025) for public consultation. The policy aims to create a universal, portable social security system
for all workers by integrating EPFO, ESIC, PM Jan Arogya Yojana, e-SHRAM, and State welfare

boards.



Key features:

Implementation of the Occupational Safety and Health Code with risk-based inspections and
gender-sensitive standards.
Creation of a universal labour account for all workers by 2030.
Focus on productivity, protection, and participation of every worker to build a balanced
labour ecosystem.
Promotion of green jobs, Al-enabled safety systems, digital compliance for MSMEs, and
unified labour data architecture.
Emphasis on increasing women'’s labour force participation to 35%.
Phased implementation:
o Phasel (2025-27): institutional setup and integration.
o Phasell (2027-30): nationwide rollout of social security accounts and digital systems.
o Phase lll (beyond 2030): predictive analytics, AlI-driven governance, continuous
renewal.

The draft also stresses paperless governance, simplified MSME compliance, entrepreneurship
expansion, and monitoring through Labour & Employment Policy Evaluation Index and Annual
Labour Report to Parliament.
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper III: Employment generation, labour reforms, digital governance, inclusive
growth.

BPSC/JPSC: National policies on labour, welfare schemes, gender participation, state role in
implementation.



After delays, IAF set

to receive first Tejas
MKIA fighter jet

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
is set to receive its first light
combat aircraft (LCA) Tejas
MkIA on October 17 during
a ceremony in Nashik,
marking a significant mil-
estone in India’s indige-
nous fighter jet
programme.

According to officials,
two Tejas MKIA jets will be
handed over to the IAF in
the presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh. He
will visit the Hindustan Ae-
ronautics Limited (HAL) fa-
cility and interact with the
staff involved in
production.

HAL’s contract to deliver
83 Tejas MKIA aircraft —
originally scheduled to be-
gin in February 2024 — has
faced delays primarily due
to slow engine deliveries
from General Electric (GE
Aerospace). With only one
or two engines being sup-
plied per month, HAL now
targets completing deliver-
ies within four years.

Negotiations for an addi-
tional 97 Tejas MkIA fight-
ers are in the final stages,
with talks between the Mi-
nistry of Defence and GE
Aerospace under way.

Defence analysts point
out that the IAF is operat-
ing with 29 squadrons and
that it may take at least five
years to bridge the capabil-

The HAL's contract to deliver 83
Tejas MK1A aircraft faced delays
due to slow engine deliveries.

ity gap. Even months after
Operation Sindoor, no sig-
nificant progress has been
made in replenishing the
depleted fighter squa-
drons. Recently, two
MiG-21 squadrons have
been decommissioned.

IAF chief Air Chief Mar-
shal Amar Preet Singh re-
cently voiced his concern,
“Hungry mouths are rea-
dy; we are waiting for the
food,” he said, emphasis-
ing that to maintain opti-
mal strength, the force re-
quires two squadrons — 30
to 40 aircraft — produced
every year. Meanwhile, the
IAF’s proposal to acquire
114 multi-role fighter air-
craft (MRFA) continues to
progress through procedu-
ral stages.

The Defence Ministry is
considering a plan to pro-
cure “Made in India” Ra-
fales, with at least 18 ex-
pected to be delivered
off-the-shelf in the near
term.



English Summary:

The Indian Air Force (IAF) will receive its first Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk1A on October
17 at a ceremony in Nashik, in the presence of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. This marks a
significant milestone in India’s indigenous fighter jet programme.

Key details:

Two Tejas Mk1A jets will be handed over initially.

HAL'’s contract to deliver 83 Tejas Mk1A aircraft, originally due in February 2024, was
delayed due to slow engine deliveries from General Electric (GE Aerospace). HAL now aims
to complete deliveries within four years.

Negotiations are ongoing for an additional 97 Tejas Mk1A fighters.

IAF currently operates 29 squadrons against the sanctioned 42 squadrons, creating a
capability gap. Recent decommissioning of two MiG-21 squadrons worsened the shortage.
IAF chief Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh highlighted the urgency: “Hungry mouths are
ready; we are waiting for the food.” He stressed that two squadrons (30-40 aircraft) must be
inducted annually to maintain optimal strength.

In parallel, the MRFA proposal to acquire 114 multi-role fighter aircraft is moving forward.
The Defence Ministry is also planning to produce “Made in India” Rafales, with 18 off-the-
shelf Rafales expected in the near future.
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper III: Defence indigenisation, Make in India, Modernisation of Armed Forces.
BPSC/JPSC: Defence preparedness, indigenous defence manufacturing, India’s self-reliance
in critical technologies.



India to boost solar
pumps scheme in
Africa, island nations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government is
looking to showcase the
PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Man-
tri Kisan Urja Suraksha
evam Utthan Mahabhiyan)
programme to several Afri-
can countries and island
nations, Union Minister for
Renewable Energy (MNRE)
Pralhad Joshi said on
Wednesday.

“We are looking to show-
case both the PM-KUSUM
and the PM Surya Ghar (for
rooftop solar installations)
programme in countries
which have problems with
connectivity. We are doing
this in Africa and island
countries through the ISA
(International Solar Al-
liance) platform,” Mr. Joshi
said at a curtain-raiser
event for the ISA’s eighth
General Assembly, sche-

English Summary:

duled later this month. The
334,000-crore PM-KUSUM
programme is meant to
boost solar energy infras-
tructure in agriculture by
setting up 100 GW of solar
power plants in farmer-
owned land. Launched in
2019, it was to have added a
solar capacity of 308 GW
by 2022, but has missed
targets. The Centre then set
a new target, of 348 GW
with a deadline of March
2026.

As of September 30, on-
ly one part of the scheme,
where 17.5 lakh standalone
solar pumps were to be in-
stalled has made notable
progress. About 70% of the
pumps have been installed.
On the other hand, only 6%
of decentralised grid-con-
nected renewable energy
power plants, and 16%-25%
of grid-connected solar
pumps have been installed.

The Union Government plans to showcase the PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha
evam Utthan Mahabhiyan) scheme in several African and island nations, according to Union
Minister for Renewable Energy, Prahlad Joshi.
e The programme, along with PM Surya Ghar (rooftop solar), will be promoted in countries
facing connectivity challenges.
e It will be taken forward through the International Solar Alliance (ISA) platform.



PM-KUSUM aims to boost solar energy infrastructure in agriculture by setting up 100 GW
solar plants on farmer-owned land.
Launched in 2019 with a target of 308 GW solar capacity by 2022, the scheme missed the
target. The new goal is 348 GW by March 2026.
Progress so far:

o Outof 17.5 lakh standalone solar pumps, about 70% installed.

o Only 6% decentralised grid-connected renewable energy pumps installed.

o 16%-25% grid-connected solar pumps installed in different states.

This initiative strengthens India’s role as a leader in renewable energy diplomacy and aligns with
its climate commitments.
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper II: India’s energy diplomacy, ISA, South-South cooperation.
UPSC GS Paper III: Renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, government schemes.
BPSC/JPSC: National energy policies, India’s role in climate action, rural energy schemes.



Vote of confidence

Bihar election will be a test case for the
neutrality and the efficiency of the ECI

ihar will vote in two phases, on Novem-
B ber 6 and 11, to elect a new Assembly,
with counting on November 14. The Bi-
har Assembly election of 2025 is important not
only for political reasons but also for the reasons
of electoral integrity in India, which is facing a
crisis. The Election Commission of India (ECI) is
cognisant of the high stakes in Bihar, and for
good measure, the Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, described it as the ‘mother of all
elections’. The ECI also listed 17 measures, begin-
ning with Bihar, that could improve voter partici-
pation and public trust in the process. The aver-
age number of eligible voters in a polling station
will be 819, and the highest number of voters in a
booth will now be 1,200 compared to 1,500 ear-
lier. The ECI has also taken into account concerns
raised by political parties and other observers
about the electoral process. Counting of postal
ballots will be complete before the last two
rounds of Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) and
Voter-Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) count-
ing. If there is a mismatch between the Form 17C
and EVM data, and wherever mock poll data had
not been erased, the counting of VVPAT slips will
be mandatory. Among other measures are mo-
bile phone deposit facilities at polling stations,
and a one-stop digital platform named ECINet,
for real-time voter turnout updates. Surprising
turns in turnout data have been a matter of se-
rious concern in recent elections, and this mea-
sure could help clear the air. Live feed from all
booths will be available for monitoring purposes.
The Bihar election has gained a special nation-
al significance this time, with the ECI’s abrupt an-
nouncement of a Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral rolls which began in June. The
ECI sees the process as a “purification” of electo-
ral rolls, with plans to have it across the country.
In Bihar’s final list, roughly 69 lakh names were
removed for reasons such as deaths, unproven ci-
tizenship, duplicate entries, or permanent migra-
tion to other States. Bihar will be critical for the
BJP, the Congress, the RJD and the JD(U), with
each party hoping to turn a corner in their jour-
neys. The ruling National Democratic Alliance is
at the crossroads with an aging Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar who is completing nearly 20 years in
office. The BJP may want to formally take over the
alliance’s reins but it will have to gauge how this
might impact the social dynamics. For the Con-
gress, Bihar will be a test case of its key planks —
electoral integrity and social justice. All said, this
is one election in which the ECI has the highest
stakes, and all those invested in Indian democra-
cy hope to see it come out with flying colours.




English Summary:
The Bihar Assembly election 2025 will be conducted in two phases on November 6 and 11, with
counting on November 14. This election is being described by the Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar as the “mother of all elections”, given its significance for both political outcomes
and the credibility of electoral processes in India.
Key points:
e ECIreforms: 17 measures announced, including reducing maximum voters per booth from
1,500 to 1,200; average voters per booth ~819.
e Counting reforms: Mandatory VVPAT slip counting if discrepancies appear in EVM data;
postal ballot counting before EVM/VVPAT counting.
e Transparency: Introduction of ECINet, a one-stop digital platform for real-time voter turnout
updates; live feeds from all booths for monitoring.
¢ Electoral rolls: Nearly 69 lakh names removed in Bihar’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) due
to deaths, duplicate entries, migration, or citizenship issues.
o Political significance:
o NDA at crossroads with CM Nitish Kumar completing nearly 20 years in office.
o BJP may aim to take over alliance leadership.
o Congress banking on themes of electoral integrity and social justice.
o RJD and JD(U) eye revival.
The election is being seen as a litmus test of ECI’s neutrality, efficiency, and credibility in a climate
of declining trust in electoral institutions.
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Relevance for Exams:
e UPSCGS Paper II: Election Commission’s powers, reforms, challenges.
e BPSC/JPSC: State-level politics, electoral reforms, Bihar’s political landscape.



An anchor for India-UK. ties, economic partnership

elations between Indla and the United
Rh‘mgdnm witnessed a major step-up with

the signing of the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) in July
2025, The meeting of the Indian and UK. Prime
Ministers this week in Mumbai signals a deep
commitment on both sides to scale up biksteral
relations and become true partners in progress,

The visit of the British Prime Minlster Kedr
Starmer will anchor Endia-U K. tes in a period
marked by shifting trade regimes, geopolitical
reallgnments and intensifying competition for
technology, capleal and wlent.

While awaiting ratification, CETA is already
being positioned as a strategic foundation for the
bilateral relationship, promising to expand rade,
Investment and cooperation across a spectrum of
sectors. The significance of Mr, Starmer’s visit lies
in comsoliciating these commitments ancd in
situating the partnership within a rapiity
chanying global economic landscape.

The huckdrop to this visit is India's expanding
web of economic partnerships. On October 1,
India’s Trade and Economic Partership
Agreement (TEPA) with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) came into effect. This is
India's first agreement where market access s
explicitly tied to investment commitments, with
EFTA countries pledging $100 billion of
Investment over 15 vears. Parallelly, negotiations
with the European Unlan, India’s second Lirgest
trading partner in goods, with bilateral trade of
$136.5 billion in 2024-25, are advancing well,

Building on CETA

At the heart of the October discussions will be the
CETA. It s expected 1o double bilsteral
commerce by 2060. For Indis, the pact promises
lower tariffs on its exports — from textiles and
agriculrural goods to pharmaceuticals - while the
LUK, secures reduced duties on Scotch whisky,
automobiles and other highvalue exports. More
Importantly, the agreement signals a willingness

English Summary:
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on both sides 1o blend market access with
broader strategx alignment,

Complementing the CETA Is the Double
Contributions Convention (DCC), which exempts
employers of indian professionals in the UX,
from double social security contributions for up
to theee years. This will ease mobility for skilled
workess and reduce costs for businesses,
particularly In services sectors where Indian
professionals have played o transfoemative role.

The ongoing negotiations of 2 bilateral
Investment treaty between [ndéa and the UK.,
alongside the CETA, promise to boost the UKs
investments in India, The UK. is the sixth largest
investor, accounting for nearly 5% of India's
forelgn direct investment, and these Inflows have
a potential to increase across sectors, in
mamfacturing and services. Tariff elimination on
& large number of products, regubatory
cooperation, and talent mobility provisions will
make cross-border operations even more
competitive and efficient for British companies
and UK. companies can leverage India as 3 hub
for production and global exports. Indian firms
stand to gain through technology parmerships,
adoption of global standards and easier access
European markets.

Beyond commerce, strategic road maps

Mr. Starmer's visit will also provide an
opportunity to review progress under the Vision
2035 road map for India-UK, relations. This
framework envisages deeper cooperation in
dedence, technology, climate action, education
anel mobility. The Defence Industrial Road map,
unvesled (n July, Is expected to feature
prominently, with an emphasis on joint
development and co-produisction of advanced
platforms,

Equally snificant is the Technology Security
Initiative (TS1) launched in 2024, which brings
together the National Security Advisers of the two
countries to drive collaboration In sensitive

technologies — artificial intelligence, quantum
computing, semiconductors, critical minerals,
and advanced materials. This reflects the growing
recognition that economic and security domains
are now inseparable,

Cooperation in challenging times

The true salience of M. Starmer's visit lies in
tming and trajectory. The world economy is
fragmenting into regional trading blocs even as
global value chains are being restructured around
restllence and security. The CETA provides an
opportunity for both sides to enhance thelr
economic cooperation and contribute to
economic growth

For Britain, India offers access to a vast and
wrowing market, opportunities for collaboration
in green finance and digital innovation, and a
geopolitical partner in the Indo-Pacitic. For India,
the LLK. relationship prosides advanced
technology, investment flows, defence
partmerships and expanded opportunities foe its
services and skilled wockforce,

It §= time to set contours of & next-generaton
India-U.K. parmership: one that combines trade
liberalisation with joint Investments in
sustainability; tariff reductions with mobility
framewaorks for talent; and defence procurement
with co-development of critical technologies.

For Indian industry, this is an opportunity to
highlight sectors where synengies can be rapidly
scaled -~ renewables, ebectric mobility, digital
fnance, acrospace and higher education, For
policymakers, it is a moment to align regultory
frameworks, reduce barriess, and ensure that
CETA's benefits are widely realised.

Ultmately, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Me. Starmer will be looking 1o send a signal that
transcends the bilateral. By deepening their
partnership, India and the UK, can position
themselves not only as trusted economic partners
but also as co-architects of a more resilient, open,
and technology-driven global order.

India and the United Kingdom are deepening their bilateral ties with the signing of the
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) in July 2025, expected to be ratified soon.
British PM Keir Starmer’s visit to India is seen as a landmark moment to consolidate commitments
in trade, investment, technology, and mobility.

Key highlights:
e CETA Benefits:

o Double bilateral commerce by 2030.
o Elimination/reduction of tariffs on textiles, pharma, scotch whisky, automobiles, etc.
o Boost to Indian exports and easier access for Indian professionals in the U.K.
¢ Double Contributions Convention (DCC): Exempts Indian professionals in U.K. from double
social security contributions for 3 years - easing mobility and cutting business costs.
¢ Bilateral Investment Treaty: Increases U.K. FDI in India (currently 6th largest investor, ~5%

of FDI inflow).

e Vision 2035 Roadmap: Framework for cooperation in defence, technology, climate action,

education, mobility.

e Technology Security Initiative (TSI): Focus on critical technologies - Al, semiconductors,
quantum computing, rare earths, advanced materials.
e Strategic Importance: In a world shifting towards regional trade blocs, the CETA ensures
resilience, cooperation, and strengthens India’s role in the Indo-Pacific.
For Britain, India offers access to a vast market, investment opportunities in green finance and
digital innovation, and a strategic partner in Indo-Pacific. For India, the U.K. provides advanced
technology, investment flows, defence partnerships, and opportunities for skilled workforce

mobility.

This partnership aims to move beyond commerce into strategic cooperation, ensuring sustainable



development, defence co-production, and co-development of critical technologies.
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Relevance for Exams:
e UPSCGS Paper II: India-UK diplomatic & trade ties, strategic partnerships.
e UPSC GS Paper III: Trade agreements, technology transfer, FDI, innovation.
e BPSC/JPSC: Bilateral trade agreements, India’s foreign policy with U.K., economic diplomacy.



A verdict that misses the fine print

n a ruling that has shaken

India's infrastructure and

environmental governance,

the Supreme Court on May
16 declared post-facto or
retrospective environmental
clearances illegal. The
unambiguous message was that if
a project was built without prior
environmental clearance (EC), it
cannot later be legalised.

Though well intentioned, the
verdict has left behind a trail of
confusion across States. Will
existing buildings, factories and
public infrastructure without prior
EC be demolished? Will mass
demolitions become the new rule
of law? For governments,
regulators, and citizens, the
judgment has frozen
decision-making.

To be clear, the attempt here is
not to criticise or fault the judge,
judgment, judiciary, or the justice
delivery system, but to put in
perspective the impact of the
Supreme Court’s order.

A decade in the making

The legal roots of this debate
stretch back to October 2013,
when the Southern Bench of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) in
S.P. Muthuraman v. Union of India
stayved the Office Memorandum by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
allowing “prospective clearances”
for projects that had already
started work without prior EC. In
Vanashakti v. Union of India (2025)
and related cases, the Court has
upheld that position, closing the
chapter on retrospective
environmental approvals.

While the legal reasoning is
consistent, the timeline is
troubling. Over the past 12 years,
India’s infrastructure and real
estate sectors have evolved
rapidly. Governments, industries,
and citizens have invested heavily
in projects that assumed that
post-facto approvals could be
regularised. The 12-year gap
between the NGT's stance and the
apex court’s confirmation has
created a legal vacuum and
uncertainty.

English Summary:

Kalaiselvan
Periyasamy

Environmental and
social expert

Though
wellintentioned.
the Supreme
Court verdict
declaring
post-facto or
retrospective
environmental
clearances illegal
has left behind
a trail of
confusion across
States

Where does the verdict fall
short? While it bans post-facto
environmental clearances, the
verdict offers no guidance on what
happens next. As the States have
been left to interpret the judgment
independently, some of them have
already begun action towards
demolition drives targeting public
infrastructure, residential
complexes, schools, colleges, and
industrial units.

Ironically, environmental
experts warn that these mass
demolitions could end up harming
the environment rather than
helping it. Razing thousands of
structures would generate
enormous debris, release
significant emmissions, and
displace communities. This would
defeat the very purpose of
environmental protection.

The verdict also treats all
violations alike, ignoring intent,
scale and impact. It overlooks the
principle of sustainable
development under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

Also, instead of fostering
accountability, fear of demolition
may push more projects
underground, making monitoring
and compliance even harder.

The Court's order pertains to
the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification,
2006, but is silent on the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notification, 2011 — a separate
framework under the
Environment (Protection) Act,
1986. This silence has created legal
ambiguity for thousands of coastal
projects, from ports to tourism
ventures, Assuming that the
Court’s order automatically covers
CRZ cases is untenable; both
regimes differ and require
stakeholder consultation. A
one-size-fits-all approach will
deepen the chaos.

India’s environmental
governance also rests on the Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981. These Acts
underpin the environmental
clearance process itself. If the

Court’s order is extended to these
laws, all enterprises operating
without prior consent from State
Pollution Control Boards could
face closure. The economic and
social fallout of such an
interpretation would be immense,

Most projects without prior ECs
were not born of deliberate
violation but due to procedural
delays, ignorance, or regulatory
confusions. Over 12 years, varying
interpretations and interim
permissions blurred the line
between compliance and breach.
Demolition may satisfy legal
formalities, but won't serve
environmental justice. The law
must protect nature without
destroying livelihoods and evolve
with time,

A balanced way forward
Experts suggest a hybrid
compliance model that upholds
the Court's intent while preventing
socio-economic disaster. The
model bars regularisation in
eco-sensitive zones, mandates
environmental assessments for
existing projects, imposes fines
and restoration duties, ensures
independent monitoring, and sets
time-bound compliance windows.
The model doesn’t pardon
violators; it makes them pay,
restore, and comply, shifting the
focus from punishment to
prevention and reform.

The Court has now agreed to
review its verdict following
petitions by the Confederation of
Real Estate Developers’
Associations of India and others.
This review is not about
weakening the judgment but
about addressing its unexplored
dimensions. India’s environmental
regulation needs evolution, not
upheaval. Instead of wielding the
wrecking ball, policymakers
should build a smarter compliance
system by promoting
self-reporting, strict penalties,
transparent monitoring, and
stronger governance.
Environmental protection and
economic growth must coexist
through intelligent, science-based
policy.

The Supreme Court ruling of May 16, 2025 declared post-facto or retrospective environmental
clearances (ECs) illegal. The Court stated that projects started without prior EC cannot be

regularised later.



Key highlights & concerns:

Impact: This decision has created confusion - questions arise whether existing buildings,
industries, and infrastructure projects without prior EC should be demolished. This has
frozen decision-making for governments, regulators, and citizens.

Background: Debate began in 2013 with S.P. Muthuraman v. Union of India (NGT case) and
culminated in Vanashakti v. Union of India (2025). Over 12 years, infrastructure and real
estate evolved rapidly, often relying on interim permissions.

Criticism:
o Mass demolitions could harm environment more by creating debris, emissions, and
displacement.

o Many violations stemmed from ignorance, regulatory confusion, or delays, not
deliberate intent.
o Verdict silent on CRZ (Coastal Regulation Zone) Notification, 2011, creating
ambiguity for ports and coastal projects.
Governance challenge: Treats all violations alike, ignoring intent and proportionality.
Way forward: Experts suggest a balanced compliance model that combines strict
accountability with sustainable regularisation. Focus should shift from punishment to
prevention, better monitoring, transparent processes, and stronger governance under the
Environment Protection Act, Air & Water Acts.

Hindi Summar ('%_pr ARI):

16 HS 2025 aﬁiﬁaw%ﬁwmw%uwﬁmmﬁﬁnﬁwﬁwﬂu T (ECs)
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CUEERCR IR IR

YUTE: 39 Y9 & fRufa o+t - Far fasr qd ec et UG, JENN 3R SR B e
g ST WReRY 3R fAame) &1 fAvlg su g |

JgYfH: a8 98T 2013 HS.P. § FIH YT TT(NGT H) E = DY JTIIHT T8
YT §F(2025) P TeN | 59 ST 3R Rud Twee deft 3 fasRma gul

o T3 YA WR LaH0 T WAdT, Ioaoi 3R fawima= g, R wafarur 1 ik
TJHAH g AHhdT 2|
o g ICHU AFGHADR 1] afewp (W b1 SRUFdT, f[Ida a1 ST & HRUT T
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gfeaterTe fAfaar A €1
T gAY Tt STl oY U S wr forar T, wrafes wwm SR iefiRar Sret-sre il 81
T T I faRios &1 goia & for Agfera srqure aisa sra=man 9, forTs O siaracat
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper III: Environmental Impact Assessment, Judicial interventions, Sustainable
Development vs Growth.

GS Paper II: Judicial activism, rule of law, Centre-State regulatory issues.

BPSC/JPSC: State-level environmental governance, role of courts in policy implementation.



‘NMIA set to make
Mumbai one of Asia’s
biggest aviation hubs’

Navi Mumbai International Airport will connect Maharashtra farmers to

supermarkets in Europe, Middle East; reduce export costs for SMEs: PM

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBALI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Wednesday inaug-

urated the first phase of
the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) and
said the airport would play
a major role in establishing
the region as one of Asia’s
largest connectivity hubs.

He also remarked that
the new airport would con-
nect Maharashtra’s farm-
ers to supermarkets in Eu-
rope and the Middle East,
enabling fresh produce,
fruits, vegetables, and fish-
ery products to reach glo-
bal markets swiftly.

He noted that the air-
port would reduce export
costs for nearby small and
medium industries, boost
investment, and lead to the
establishment of new en-
terprises. The greenfield
NMIA is built at a cost of
about ¥19,650 crore.

It is expected to become

of the Navi Mumbai International Airport on Wednesday. AFp

operational in December
this year. As the second in-
ternational airport for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion, NMIA will work in
tandem with Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
(CSMIA) to ease congestion
and elevate Mumbiai to the
league of global multi-air-
port systems. To be run by
the Adani Group, the air-
port will handle 90 million
passengers annually and
3.25 million metric tonnes
of cargo. Among its unique

offerings is an Automated
People Mover (APM), a
transit system planned to
connect all four passenger
terminals, as well as a land-
side APM linking the city-
side infrastructure.

The airport will feature
a dedicated storage for Sus-
tainable Aviation Fuel, so-
lar power generation of ap-
proximately 47 MW, and
EV bus services.

NMIA will also be the
first airport in the country
to be connected by water
taxis.



English Summary:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first phase of Navi Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), calling it a landmark step to make Mumbai one of Asia’s biggest aviation hubs.

Key highlights:

Connectivity & Exports: NMIA will connect Maharashtra’s farmers to supermarkets in
Europe and the Middle East, boosting export of fresh produce, vegetables, fruits, and fishery
products.
Economic Benefits:

o Reduces export costs for SMEs (small and medium industries).

o Attracts investments and supports new enterprises.

o Greenfield project built at a cost of 19,650 crore.
Capacity: Expected to be operational in December 2025, handling 90 million passengers
annually and 3.25 million tonnes of cargo.
Role in Metro Region: NMIA will function as the second international airport for the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region, complementing Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) to ease congestion.
Unique Features:

o Automated People Mover (APM) for passenger connectivity.

o Dedicated storage for Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), solar power (47 MW), and EV

bus services.

o FirstIndian airport to be connected by water taxis.
Strategic Impact: Elevates Mumbai into the league of global multi-airport systems and
strengthens India’s aviation, logistics, and trade competitiveness.

Hindi Summar ('%_pr ARI):
umqﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁmwm&@ (NMIA) & Ugd TRV 1 IguTe- f$har 3R &gl fF a5
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Relevance for Exams:

UPSC GS Paper III: Infrastructure development, aviation sector, logistics, urban planning.
UPSC GS Paper II: PPP model, governance in infrastructure.
BPSC/JPSC: Economic growth via connectivity, logistics, and transport hubs.



India to become the factory ot the
future: Dassault Systemes’ CEO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India will become the fac-
tory of the future with its
software defined economy
and intellectual property,
said Dassault Systemes
CEO Pascal Daloz here on
Wednesday.

Speaking at the French
tech firm’s annual event
3DEXPERIENCE FORUM
2025, Mr. Daloz, who was
in Bengaluru as part of his
India tour said, “India is
one economy that will
drive the future of the
world because the country
has the innovative power,
imagination and the work-
force of the future.. And in-
tellectual property is be-
coming the new currency.”

Dassault Systémes, a 3D
design, engineering and

Pascal Daloz BY ARRANGEMENT

digital simulation software
firm, also announced a
partnership with ePlane,
an Indian startup specialis-
ing in electric vertical take-
off and landing (eVTOL)
aircraft. According to Das-
sault Systemes, ePlane
would leverage its 3DEX-
PERIENCE platform, in-
cluding the on-cloud appli-
cations, to enable rapid,
model-based system engi-
neering and end-to-end

digital simulation. The
partnership also would
help ePlane to fast-track
design iterations, stream-
line certifications with
DGCA.

3DEXPERIENCE (3DX)
is a business and innova-
tion platform that provides
organisations with a holis-
tic, real-time vision of their
business activity and eco-
system. Dassault Systémes’
cloud-based solutions have
allowed ePlane to acceler-
ate full aircraft design itera-
tions, enhance multidisci-
plinary collaboration, and
optimise complex engi-
neering workflows, ensur-
ing safety, reliability, and
accelerated time-to-mar-
ket, the firm claimed.

Deepak N.G, India Ma-
naging Director, Dassault
Systémes said, “By leverag-

ing Dassault Systemes’
3DEXPERIENCE platform
on the cloud, ePlane is ac-
celerating innovation and
achieving efficient, safe,
and certifiable develop-
ment of their ePlane €200
air taxi.

Dassault Systémes was
happy to be the technology
partner enabling ePlane’s
vision for zero-emission,
accessible, and sustainable
urban transportation in In-
dia and beyond, he added.

“With Dassault Sys-
temes’ robust cloud and
simulation technologies,
our engineering team can
validate designs faster and
more efficiently, despite
the inherent complexity of
eVTOL geometries,” said
Satya Chakravarthy, Foun-
der & CTO, The ePlane
Company.

English Summary:
At the 3DEXPERIENCE Forum 2025 in Bengaluru, Dassault Systemes CEO Pascal Daloz said that
India will become the “factory of the future” due to its software-defined economy, intellectual
property, and skilled workforce.
Key Highlights:
¢ Intellectual Property (IP): Seen as the “new currency” driving India’s innovation-led growth.
e Partnerships:
o Dassault announced collaboration with ePlane, an Indian startup specialising in
electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft.
o ePlane will use Dassault’s 3DEXPERIENCE platform for rapid design, model-based
systems engineering, and certification support with DGCA.
o 3DEXPERIENCE (3DX): A holistic business innovation platform enabling real-time vision,
rapid design iterations, multidisciplinary collaboration, and faster time-to-market.
e Applications: ePlane’s e200 air taxi development is being accelerated with Dassault’s cloud-
based solutions, aiding zero-emission, safe, accessible, and sustainable urban transport in
India and abroad.
e Future Vision: India’s combination of innovative talent, digital simulation tools, and startup
ecosystem positions it as a hub for high-tech manufacturing and sustainable transport
solutions.

Hindi Summary ('%T:.Pf ARI):
3DEXPERIENCE Forum 2025 ¥ S7Tg% § 9iad §U SHlee Rikew & W3 U d sTaie 3 #gl {5
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Relevance for Exams:
e UPSC GS Paper III: Startups, innovation policy, Make in India, green tech, Al & simulation.

e« BPSC/JPSC: India’s role in global digital economy, new-age manufacturing, sustainable
transport (urban mobility).



Asia’s carbon capture push may
jeopardise global climate goals

New report warns CCS reliance could add 25 b tonne emissions and lock region into fossil fuel pathways: it estimates India would need $4.3 bnin
govt.aidt to enable CCS adoption — raising questions if such investment would be better directed toward scalable, low-cost alternatives.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Purnima Sah
MUMBAL

report by global
Ascience and policy
institute  Climate

Analytics has wamed that
Asla’s expansive plans for
Carbon Capture and Stoe-
age (CCS) could fead to
nearly 25 billion tonne of
additional greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050, threa-
tening the Paris Agree-
ment’s 1.5°C climate target
and locking the region into
costly and uncompetitive
fossil fuel pathways.

Released on Monday,
ahead of the Japan OCS
Summit on October 1506,
the report evaluated CCS
strateghes across nine ma-
Jor economes - China, In-
dia, Japan, South Korea, In-
donesia, Thailand,
Malavsia, Singapore, and
Australia — which together
account for over half of glo-
bal fossil fuel use and
greenhouse gas emissions.

Bill Hare, CEQ of Ch
mate Analytics, said, “Asia
is at a crossroads, while
countries haven't yet gone
fully down the CCS path,
many are taldoring policies
to protect fossil fuels. This
is @ very risky strategy, not
only for the Paris Agree
ment, but for these econo-
mies themselves”

The report identifies
two major risks an “un
derperforming  high OCS”
pathway, where CCS is de-

English Summary:
A report by Climate Analytics warns that Asia’s heavy reliance on Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)

could add nearly 25 billion tonnes of additional emissions by 2050, undermining the Paris

ployed but fudls o meet ex-
pected capture rates, and
an “unachleved high-CCS™
pathway, where CCS is pro-
moted but not realised, di-
verting resources  from
proven zero-emission tech
nologies, In either scena-
o, the region could emit
an additional 24.9 giga-
tonnes of CO-equivalent
by 2050 - more than the
cumulative fossil fuel emis-
sions of South Korea and
Australia combined.

More support

James Bowen, lead author
of the report, said, “We
find a strong possibility
that Asian countries could
increase their support for
CCS through to 2050, risk-
ing a sgnificant lock-in of
unabated fossil fuels and
stranded asset costs, let

Agreement’s 1.5°C climate target.
Key highlights:
Major CCS push nations: China, India, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia, Australia (together responsible for >50% of global fossil fuel use).
Risk: CCS may fail to meet targets, locking the region into fossil fuel dependence instead of
shifting to renewables.

India-specific:

Costly plam: A high CCS pativweary could cost $30 tnllion more

ee

The report hightlights
India’s progress in
deploying renewables.
EN's, green hydrogen,
suggzesting it could avoid
CCS dependence if it
priortises chean energy

alone risks to the world
achieving the Paris Agree-
ment 1.5°C warming limit.

India’s role

India, one of Asla's largest
emitters alongside China
and Japan, is developing a
natlonal OGS mission
aimed at scaling up deploy
ment, The report noted,
however, that India’s CCS
presence  remains  mini
mal, with no significant op-

globally than a jow CCS one by 2060. A0

erational projects or tran-
sport and storage
Infrastructure.

India is largely discon-
nected from the Japan-
South  Korea-Southeast
Asia-Australia CCS nexus.

Despire this, India's in-
dustrial growth trajectory
makes it a critical plaver in
the CCS debate. The coun-
try is already the second
largest steel consumer gho-
bally, with demand pro-
jected to grow 6.3%
annually between 2025
and 2030, Cement con
sumption in India and
Sauth Asia could rise by ov
er 40% during 2025 2065,

These sectors are consi-
dered “hardto-abate” and
potential candidates for
CCS, though the report
cautions that emenging 2e
ro-emission  technologes

muay offer more cost-effec-
tive solutions.

India’s largely domestic
fossil fued use gives it flexi-
bility to shift toward re-
newables without external
muarket pressures. The re-
port highlights India'’s pro-
gress in deploying renew-
bles, electric vehicles, and
green hydrogen, suggest-
ing the country could
avold €CS dependence If it
prioritises  clean energy
and industrial innovarion,

However, the economic
risks stay significant. The
report  estimates  Indis
would need approximately
$4.3 bilbion In government
support o enable CCS
adopdon - ralsing ques-
tions about whether such
vestment would be bet-
ter directed toward scala
ble, low-cost alternatives.

Lifeline for fossil fuels
Despite belng marketed as
a climate solution, CCS has
consistently  underper-
formed. Capture rates ol-
ten hover around 50%, far
below the 95% needed for
meaningful  abatement
Moreover, 80% of current
OCS projects use captured
©0s for enhanoed oil recow
ery (EOR), extending fossil
fuel extraction.

The report finds CCS in
the power sector could re
sult in electricity costs up
to twice that of renewables
backed by storage, making
it economically unviable in
most Asian markets.

Maost CCS projects in
Asia target sectors with via-

o Would need $4.3 billion in govt. aid annually to enable CCS adoption.

o CCS could divert resources away from proven clean alternatives like renewables, EVs,
hydrogen, energy efficiency.

o Indiais world’s 2nd largest cement producer; CCS deployment seen in cement &
industrial hubs.
Economic risks: Globally, CCS could cost $30 trillion more than low-cost alternatives by

2050.

ble zero-emission alterna-
tives, such as natural gas,
LNG processing, and hy-
drogen production. Hard-
to-abate sectors like ce-
ment and steed recelved ms-
nirmal CCS investment.

Govermments In Japan,
South Korea, and Austrakia
are among the most active
CCS proponents, offering
financial and  regulatory
support to sustain fossil
fieel production. Southeast
Asian nations, including In-
donesla, Malaysia, and
Thailand, are positioning
themselves as CO: storage
hubs, often in parmership
with ol and gas comps-
nies. Singapore Is develop-
Ing a regional CCS hub with
ExxonMobil and Shell,
reinforcing s role as a fos-
sil fuel transit centre,

Alternatives cheaper
The report urges Asian go-
VETNMents (o pursue a “de-
liberate Jow CCS pathway,”
prioritising  renewables,
elecrrification, and energy
efficiency. These technolo-
gles are already more cost-
effective than fossil fuels
even without CCS.

In 2023, the global aver
age cost of solar and wind
power was signibicantly
lower than fossil fuel based
electricity. Countries like
China, India, and Vietnam
have already seen renewa
bles outcompete fossil
fuels in cost.

A high-CCS  pathway
could cost £330 trillion
more gobally than a low.
CCS pathway by 2050,



¢ Policy concerns:
o CCSis often treated as a "lifeline for fossil fuels" but may undermine investments in
zero-emission pathways.
o Southeast Asian countries (e.g., Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand) are
positioning themselves as CCS hubs in partnership with oil/gas majors.
o Report stresses that renewables + hydrogen + EVs are more cost-effective and
scalable than CCS-heavy pathways.

Hindi Summary (%?ﬁ
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Relevance for Exams:
e UPSC GS Paper III: Climate mitigation technologies, Paris Agreement, energy transition
policies.
e UPSCGS Paper II: International environmental cooperation, India’s climate diplomacy.
e BPSC/JPSC: Renewable energy vs CCS debate, India’s role in climate negotiations, industrial
emission policies.



Hamas hands over lists of names for
prisoner swap at Gaza truce talks

One of the biggest sticking points will be to pressure Hamas to disarm, an issue it has so tar been unwilling to discuss; also,
the timing of the implementation of the first phase of Donald Trump’s 20-point peace initiative has not been agreed so far

Reuters
SHARM EL-SHEIKH

amas handed over
lists on Wednes
day of hostages

and Palestinian prisoners
to be exchanged in a swap,
and said it was optimistic
about negotiations to end
the war in Gaza, while U.S.
President Donald Trump's
son-in-law and envoy were
due to join the talks.
Negotiations are fo-
cused on the mechanisms
to halt the conflict, the
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from Gaza and the swap
deal, the Palestinian mili-
tant group added, in a
seemingly upbeat assess-

English Summary:
Event: Hamas handed over lists of hostages and Palestinian prisoners for a potential
prisoner swap as part of the Gaza truce talks.
Talks Venue: Ongoing negotiations in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, with U.S,, Israel, Qatar, and
Turkey participating.

Key Points:

Ry IR

Dire straits: An injured man walks amaong the rubble of his houss

to inspect the damage in Sabra in Gaza City on Wednesday. REUTERS

ment of the talks over a
plan put forward by Mr.
Trump, the closest diplo-
mats have come to silenc-
ing the guns,

One of the biggest stick-
ing points will be pressure
on Hamas to disarm, an is-
sue it has so far been un-
willing to discuss at the

talks which began on Mon-
day in the Egyptian resort
town of Sharm el-Sheikh.

The timing of the imple-
mentation of the first
phase of Mr. Trump’s 20-
point initiative has not
been agreed so far,.

Mr. Trump expressed
optimism about progress
toward a deal on Tuesday,
the second anniversary of
Hamas" attack on Israel
that triggered Israel's as-
sault on Gaza,

He is sending a team
that includes his special
envoy Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner, Mr.
Trump’s son-in-law who
served as West Asia envoy
during the President’s first

term.

Other senior fgures
were also expected to join
the talks on Wednesday, in-
cluding Israeli Strategic Af
fairs Minister Ron Dermer
— Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's close confi-
dant — and Qatari Prime
Minister  Sheikh Mo
hammed bin  Abdulrah-
man al-Thani, a long-stand-
ing mediator.

Another participant will
be Turkish spymaster Thra-
him Kalin, pointing to a
growing role for Turkiye, a
powerful NATO member
which has close contacts
with Hamas but which Is-
ra¢l has not previously
viewed as a mediator.

o Negotiations focus on ending the Israel-Hamas conflict, withdrawal of Israeli forces
from Gaza, and prisoner exchange.
o Donald Trump’s 20-point peace initiative is being discussed; however, its first phase
implementation remains undecided.
o A major sticking point is Hamas’s disarmament, which it has resisted.

Participants:

o U.S. delegation includes Trump’s envoy Jared Kushner and Steve Witkoff.

o Israeli delegation includes Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer.

o Qatar represented by PM Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani (long-

standing mediator).

o Turkey’s spymaster Ibrahim Kalin also engaged, highlighting Ankara’s growing role.

Context: The talks come after the second anniversary of Hamas's attack on Israel, which had

triggered Israel’s military operations in Gaza.

Significance: International mediation efforts are intensifying, but achieving consensus on
Hamas’s disarmament and implementation of a peace roadmap remains challenging.
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Relevance for Exams:
e UPSC GS Paper II: Middle East geopolitics, role of U.S., Qatar, Turkey in mediation, peace-
building challenges.
e« BPSC/JPSC: Global conflict resolution, hostage negotiations, India’s diplomatic balancing in
Waest Asia.



