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India will buy U.K. missiles for £350 mn

The UK. govt. says as many as 64 Indian firms
have committed to invest £1.3 billion in Britain

The Nindu Burcaw

NEW DELHL

nda has signed a
l C350-millon defence
deal with the UK, w

by missiles for the Indian
urmy, the Britsh governs
eyt saidd o0 Thursday
Prinse Ministes Narers
odi aod his UK
COUter e, Kot Starmes
also agreed o take forward
thewr colabormion

RS 3!

tricpowered engines for
Naval shags, worth an i
Il 250 mallion

compames had
£ commitsed 10 nvest
£1.3 billion (e 5000
crare) i the LUK, o sy of
the growing business confi
deoxe hoostex] by the In
da-UK trade deal

LUK, varsities in tndia

The Indian
bas nov shared
on mvestment

ermment
wilar data
cotrnil

ments by LK. companies
In India.

However, the UK go-
verument also sad that the
University of Lancaster
and the Univessiny of St
rey had been ghven appro-
val 1o open campuises o T
U 10 bedp meet booming
detound  from  Indan
students,

Thw missile deal puves
the way foar a “hroader
Commpes weaposs partner-
ship™ between the UK. and
India, which i Currenly
under negotation between
the two governments, the
UK governmens sald in irs
stalement.

“The contract ks se¢ w0
deliver UK. -mantdfactured
Ligheweight Multarobe Mis-
siles (LMM) budle in Belfast
to the Indian Arary, defi-
vering on the Govern
ment’s Fhan for Change in
anocher stgnificant boest
for the UK. defence indeas
oy, e salkd,

“A new milestons has al-

Summary (English):
India signed a £350 million defence deal with the U.K. to acquire Lightweight Multirole Missiles for
the Indian Army. Both sides also agreed on a £250 million naval electric engines project.
Additionally, U.K. universities (Lancaster & Surrey) received approval to open campuses in India.

Over 64 Indian companies committed £1.3 billion investment in the U.K,, while U.K. firms plan new
investments in India.

Summary (Hindi):
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s0 been reached inthe LK
and India’s cooperation on
electric power ermnes
for naval ships ax both
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added
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*Nearly 7000 beand
pew j0bs will be created In
the Unmited Kingdom
thanks o & talt of magor
new deals secured by the
Primne Mimister durimg his
visht o Inda this week”
the UK. government said
“AS & resud, Indian evest
et will llow o a rangs
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Modi and Keir Starmer agree on a £250-million
deal on electric-powered engines for Naval ships
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of UK. sectors including
engineering,  technology
and the creative mxdustries,
deiving growth and creat
ing jobs across every re
an of the coumntry - from
Basingsroke 10 Birmieg
Faam.” it adkded

Amorg the magor invest
ment AnDounoemers are

‘India-UK. ties an
important pilkar
of global stability'

MUMBALNEW DELIE

Prime Mirester Naronda Mod,
w0 wekoomed b UK
Counnerpart Kolr Starmey (v
Thursday, 2k the Indla-U N
parnmm 5 a0 “lepocant
pilor ol globed stateity” in the
Currerd turbalert plobel
voerarg. Both the Prime
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foc & “tes-state schation

to end the Intaed- Pafetive
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cyches operations and de
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tric vehices

“Engmecting compuny
Cylent 15 investing 100
idilion 1o boost inmovation
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The Universities of Lancaster and Surrey
receive approval to open campuses in India

partinl tech, mobility, chean
energy, and digeal do
wsting ~ creatiog 300 UK
jobs and strengthenng its
long-stanxling presence in
the countery,” the mlesse
saidl

Myrthoce Finance UK LE
mited], o part of the Muth
oot Group, plans to levest
£100 millioa 1w expand s
Iranch merwork 10 20 locs-
toes In the UK. Hero Mo
oes pans 1o invest 1000
million In the LK. over the
next five years in its e-mo-
hility, e bicyeles and aeros
pace divisions

The Hindw has reached
out to the Mingss2ry of Com:
merce and Indestry for de
tails oo lovestment an
nouncemerts by UK
coenpanies in India

On the first day of Mr
Starmer's visit w0 Indi,
Rofis-Royee CEO Tufan Er
ghitge sald thar s com
pany bas “desp ambiions
10 develop Indis as 4 home
for Rolls-Royce*
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GS Paper: GS-1I (IR: Bilateral Relations, Defence Cooperation), GS-11I1 (Economy: Investment &

Technology).



Modi, Starmer call for a ‘two-state
solution’ to Israel-Palestine conflict

The two PMs support ‘an immediate, lasting ceasefire’; relationship with the UK. is an ‘important pillar of global stability.
economic progress' in turbulent times, says Modi: he speaks to Trump over phone, congratulates him on Gaza peace plan

Snehal Mutha
Kallol Bhattacherjee
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Plendm Modi and
his UK. counter-

part, Keir Starmer, on
Thursday gave a joint call
for a “two-state solution”™
to end the Israel-Palestine
conflict and expressed sup-
port for U.S. President Do-
nald Trump's peace plan
for Gaza.

Mr. Modi also spoke
with Mr. Trump over the
phone on Thursday even-
ing and congratulated him
on the Gaza peace initia-
tive, “Spoke to my friend,
President Trump and con-
gratulated him on the suc-
cess of the historic Gaza
peace plan. Also reviewed
the  good progress
achieved in trade negotia-
tions, Agreed to stay in
close touch over the com-
ing weeks,” the Prime Mi-
nister posted on X.

Summary (English):

Diplomatic ways: Narendra Modi with Keir Starmer during the
‘Global Fintech Fest 2025 at the Jio World Centre in Mumbal. P1i

Mr. Modi, who wel
comed Mr. Starmer to In-
dia, said the partnership
between India and the UX.
serves as an “important
pillar of global stability™ in
the current turbulent inter-
national scenario. The two
leaders also called for “a
just and lasting peace” in
war-ravaged Ukraine.

“India and the U.K. are
natural partners. In the

current era of global insta-
bility, this partnership re-
mains a vital pillar of global
stability and economic
progress,” said Mr. Modi,
adding that the govern-
ment is working to com-
bine the U.K's industrial
expertise and R&D with In-
dia’s talent and scale.

Mr. Maodi highlighted
the importance of “dia-
logue and diplomacy™ in

resolving the conflicts in
Gaza and Ukraine, and said
India and UK. are “com-
mitted” to enhancing
“maritime security cooper-
ation™ in the Indo-Pacific
region.,

Resolution of the endur-
ing conflicts in West Asia
and Ukraine featured in a
joint statement issued at
the end of official-level
talks held in Mumbai. The
two Prime Ministers sup-
ported “an immediate and
lasting ceasefire, the re-
lease of the hostages and
the delivery of humanitar-
ian aid, and their shared
commitment to a lasting
and just peace as a step to-
wards a two-state solution,
with a safe and secure Is-
rael, alongside a viable Pal-
estinian state.”

Mr. Starmer and Mr. Mo-
di highlighted cooperation
between the two sides
within the context of the
Commonwealth and
agreed to work closely on

“climate change, sustaina-
ble development, and
youth engagement” for the
2.5 billion population of
the Commonwealth mem-
ber countries. The state-
ment reiterated shared
commitment to  “global
peace, prosperity and
rules-based international
order”. They also ex
pressed support to conti-
nue the dialogue on Migra-
tion and Mohbility
Partnership.

In his remarks following
the delegation-level talks,
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri  reiterated India’s
commitment to talks on
streamlining  migration
and said, "We don’t sup-
port illegal immigration.”
Mr. Starmer expressed
U.Ks condemnation of the
Pahalgam attack and Mr.
Modi condemned the at-
tack outside a synagogue
that left two persons dead
in Manchester during Yom
Kippur last week.

PM Modi and UK PM Starmer jointly called for a “two-state solution” to the Israel-Palestine conflict
and an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. Modi also congratulated U.S. President Donald Trump on his
Gaza peace plan. Both leaders highlighted cooperation on climate change, Commonwealth, and
Indo-Pacific security.

Summary (Hindi):
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GS Paper: GS-1I (IR: India-UK, West Asia policy, Global Governance).
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Taliban Minister Muttaqi
gets ‘warm welcome’; to
meet Jaishankar today

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar will meet Af-
ghanistan’s Acting Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Mutta-
qi for a formal meeting on
Friday, the first time New
Delhi has officially hosted a
leader of the Taliban re-
gime that took power in
Kabul in 2021.

Mr. Muttaqi, who is on a
week-long official visit to
India, arrived in Delhi on
Thursday morning accom-
panied by a delegation of
five Taliban officials to a
“warm welcome” from the
Modi government. The de-
legation will also travel to
Deoband to visit the Dar ul
Uloom seminary, the home
of the ideological roots of
the Taliban group, on Sa-
turday. On Sunday, Mr.
Muttaqi will travel to Agra
to see the Taj Mahal, which
sources said he had
requested.

“A warm welcome to Af-
ghan Foreign Minister,
Mawlawi Amir Khan Mutta-
qi on his arrival in New Del-
hi,” the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) said on its

Emerging ties: Amir Khan Muttagi being welcomed upon his arrival
in New Delhi on Thursday. @MEAINDIA X

channel on Thursday. “We
look forward to engaging
discussions with him on bi-
lateral relations and re-
gional issues,” it added.
Mr. Muttaqi, who was a
Minister in the previous Ta-
liban regime from 1996-
2001, is also on the United
Nations Security Council’s
List of sanctioned terro-
rists. He is in Delhi after
two attempts by India to
request permission for the
visit. During the visit al-
lowed from October 9 to
16, Mr. Muttaqi will address
the media, speak at the Vi-
vekananda International
Foundation  think-tank,
and interact with business-

men and Afghan traders at
an event hosted by busi-
ness chamber FICCI.

He is also expected to
meet with National Securi-
ty Advisor Ajit Doval.

If that meeting is con-
firmed, it will be particu-
larly significant as Mr. Do-
val was the seniormost
official who travelled to
Kandahar in December
1999 to negotiate the re-
lease of hostages on board
IC-814, where the Taliban
government facilitated the
handover of Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad chief Masood Az-
har and other terrorists
freed from Indian prisons,
to Pakistani officials.



Summary (English):
Afghan Taliban’s Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi arrived in Delhi for a week-long
official visit. He will meet EAM S. Jaishankar, NSA Ajit Doval, and visit Dar-ul-Uloom Deoband
& Taj Mahal. This is the first official hosting of a Taliban leader since 2021. Muttaqi is a UN-
sanctioned terrorist, making the visit geopolitically sensitive.
Summary (Hindi):
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GS Paper: GS-II (IR: India-Afghanistan, Security, Terrorism).



India to launch ‘Red List’
survey to assess extinction
risks to plants and animals

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is set to conduct a
first-of-its-kind assessment
of nearly 11,000 species of
plants and animals and as-
sess how vulnerable they
are to extinction.

While India already lists
endangered animals in va-
rious “schedules”, this
proposed exercise, called
the National Red List As-
sessment of Indian Flora
and Fauna, will, according
to officials, give the most
accurate assessment of the
threats faced and thereby,
inform conservation mea-
sures. The exercise is ex-
pected to go on till 2030.

The methodology
adopted for the exercise
will be as per that followed
by the International Union
for the Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) Red List, cur-

Summary (English):

The goal of the
project is to publish
National Red Data
Books on flora and
fauna by 2030

rently the global standard
which lists species world-
wide on the basis of the ex-
tinction threats.

“The vision of the initia-
tive is to establish a coordi-
nated, science-based red
listing system that accu-
rately reflects the conser-
vation status of Indian spe-
cies. The project’s goal is to
publish National Red Data
Books on flora and fauna
by 2030, forming a central
resource for conservation
planning and threat mitiga-
tion. With this, a pool of
300 certified assessors will
be created within the
country enhancing the ca-

pacity and expertise,” ac-
cording to a statement
from the Environment
Ministry.

“To fulfil our commit-
ments under the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity
(CBD) and the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiver-
sity Framework (KM-GBF),
India has launched the Na-
tional Red List Assessment
initiative, aligned with
IUCN global standards,”
said Kirtivardhan Singh,
Minister of State for Envi-
ronment.

Mr. Singh was leading
an Indian delegation at the
IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Abu Dhabi.

The project will be en-
tirely funded using public
funds, Pratyush Mahapa-
tra, Scientist, Zoological
Survey of India, told The
Hindu. The estimated bud-
get is T95 crore.

e India will conduct its first-ever National Red List Assessment of Indian Flora and Fauna to
assess the extinction risk of nearly 11,000 species of plants and animals.

o This will be aligned with the IUCN Red List methodology, which is the global standard for
listing species based on extinction threats.

e Goal: To publish National Red Data Books on flora and fauna by 2030, serving as a central
resource for conservation planning and threat mitigation.



e Apool of 300 certified assessors will be created to carry out the survey.

e The initiative fulfills commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KM-GBF).

e Entirely funded by public funds; estimated budget: X95 crore.

¢ Led by the Environment Ministry, with the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) playing a key role.

R (Hindi):
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GS Paper Mapping:
e GS Paper III (Environment & Ecology):
o Biodiversity Conservation
o International Conventions (CBD, KM-GBF)
o Environmental Policies & Governance
o Threatened Species and Red Data Books



Tusks and tensions

Kerala’s changes to Wildlife Act will
devolve national safeguards

erala’s decision to amend the Wildlife
K (Protection) Act 1972 marks a turning

point in the federal discourse on envi-
ronmental governance. The Wild Life Protection
(Kerala Amendment) Bill 2025 seeks to arm the
State with powers thus far reserved for the Union
government. While the ambition is rooted in a
painful lived crisis, the attempt to sidestep
Centre-State dissonance exposes tensions bet-
ween ecological prudence and federal autonomy.
The Bill asserts that the State may decide when a
Schedule 1I animal has become ‘vermin’, and
thus liable to lose protections under that Sche-
dule for specific areas and periods. It also vests
the Chief Wildlife Warden with the power to or-
der any animal that has severely injured a person
to be killed, tranquillised, captured or translocat-
ed. There have been violent confrontations with
wild boars in the State’s dense mosaic of farms,
settlements and forests. Assembly resolutions
and ministerial trips to New Delhi to have the
wild boar declared as ‘vermin’ under the Central
Act have proved fruitless. Read against the ongo-
ing expansion of human settlements into erst-
while buffer zones, the change risks normalising
lethal outcomes produced by human advance
rather than by animal behaviour. This said, the
Centre’s power to declare vermin has too often
been exercised as a veto without transparent cri-
teria or timely engagement with States that face
distinct ecologies and pressures. Kerala’s frustra-
tion is thus a federal critique.

Shifting the same blunt power to the State
does not by itself cure the vice of opacity, howev-
er. A jurisprudence that ties need to circum-
stance must interrogate how the circumstance
was produced and whether non-lethal options
were credibly exhausted. Section 62 of the Cen-
tral Act exists to keep indiscriminate culling from
eroding conservation baselines. Wildlife lies in
the Concurrent List and any State law repugnant
to the Central Act requires Presidential assent. If
that test can be framed as Centre versus State, it
is also about whether Kerala’s recourse recreates
the national safeguards in devolved form. A de-
fensible settlement would preserve the floors,
i.e., no dilution of baseline protections and inter-
national commitments; building State-level ceil-
ings in the form of clearer, faster procedures; de-
volving non-lethal toolkits and accountable,
data-driven thresholds; and tuning incentives to
reward coexistence. Until then, declaring the
wild boar to be ‘vermin’ or downgrading the bon-
net macaque from Schedule I to Schedule II of
the Central Act, while buying political time, may
risk deepening a cycle in which governance fai-
lure begets lethal shortcuts. If the urgency is real,
so too is the obligation to ensure that speed does
not substitute reason and federal devolution does
not become federal abdication.




Summary (English):
¢ Kerala has proposed the Wild Life Protection (Kerala Amendment) Bill 2025, amending the
Wildlife Protection Act 1972.
e The Bill seeks to empower the State government with powers earlier reserved for the Union
government under the Central Act.
¢ Key provisions:
o The State may decide when a Schedule II animal becomes “vermin”, thus losing its
legal protection.
o The Chief Wildlife Warden may order Killing, tranquilising, capturing, or
translocating animals that injure people.
¢ Context: Violent confrontations with wild boars damaging farms and settlements. Previous
pleas to the Centre for declaring wild boars as vermin were unsuccessful.
e Concerns:
o Risk of over-normalising lethal culling, influenced by human settlement expansion
into buffer zones.
o Potential erosion of conservation safeguards, which are national and international
commitments.
o Wildlife governance lies in the Concurrent List — State law repugnant to Central law
needs Presidential assent.
o Larger Issues:
o Debate over federal autonomy vs. ecological prudence.
o Need for non-lethal measures, transparent criteria, accountability, and data-driven
conservation thresholds.
o Governance must ensure speed without diluting safeguards or bypassing due

process.
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GS Paper Mapping:
e GSPaper I (Polity & Governance):
o Centre-State relations, Federalism, Concurrent List powers.
e GSPaper IlII (Environment & Ecology):
o Wildlife Protection Act 1972, Conservation, Human-Wildlife Conflict.




o Biodiversity and international commitments.

What are the various electoral forms?

What is Form 6 used for in the context of electoral rolls? How can Overseas Eectors register to vote? Which foems are used o raise obgections or request
carrections? What shoud citizens do to ensure their names are correctly induded in the dectoeal rolls?

FAPLAINR

Rangarnjan R

The story so far:

he Election Commession ()
haes e concluded the special
Intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls i Bihar, It

proposes to roll it out in othes States in o
phased panoer.

‘What s the current significance?
Section 21 of the Representation of the
Pevgde Act, 1950 (RP Act), deals with the
preparation anxd revision of electoral rolks:
A swmmmary revision i carmed out befose
each general election ar by-edection in
any conseituency, The R Act also
aurhorkses the BXC 10 cury oot 4 special
revision of the electoral roll ot any tine

The BC, theough Its order dated Jusse
24, haad decided o conduct SIR for the
encire coumiry. Sinoe the Bibar Assembly
elections are doe in Novernber, the
Comentssion ksseed guidelines Sor the SIR
of the Bthar electoral roll, with July | 2
the qualitving dme

The SIR process o Bihue lnvalved
submission of enumeration forms by all
vegtstered woeers, submission of any
elighle docaments to prove citizenship
(lor elecsars regssered after 2003),
publication of draft electoral rolls sed
on farms submitsed, 4 period for filing
cladns and objections, verificatson and
disposal of Clalims and objections by the
Electoral Registration Officers (ERO), and
publication of ol roll

e SIR process was chall d in the

Various forms with respect to electoral rolls as per RER

OOVErmise, (M1 Megistet 08 M1 S

et mbdvrets ae gor patpan b losted

Frem for sbating muidwncnconrectian of ertrien T ferm cet e
Vter) by m vegetesne slacicr for srfing of resderew w oatrertere o

e
Wetion of pabd

LI O SOOI AR (Ao

Formit
oon t
Lt o 2ppicon o for shitng of adaves
Farm 114 s '
ot v Form 4
roceived) v Foem 4
*Formrs Bon 110 ave pregeced 2nd poswded By

for various Stases

What are the various forms?

1n the present comtest, & ¥ Umportant for
attzens to be aware of the varlous forms
thsat deal with edectoral rolls. These forms
are provided 1o the Regstraghon of
Flectors Rules, 1960 (RER). A bried

y of all the important forms s

Suprense Court, [nits interim ocders, the
court had directed the EC 1 accept
Aadhaar @5 ooe of (he elgible documents
10 be submotted aloeg weh the
enumeration fors as proal of dentity.
The ol roll for Bihar was redeased by the
£C oo Seprember 30 The C a
proposes to compdete the ST process for
the entire coamtry in a plased manner
basedd an the Assembly dection sohedules

pes RER is pronidind in the Tabile gven
abarve, 1 akso comtains detaiked guidelines
for filling oue the apphcation with respect
1 each of these foms

What shoald cittzens do?

There are political arguments both for
ol agaderst the IR esercise as carried oo
tn Bibar. Howeves, clean electoral rolls are
paramsount for the comduct of free sl

What are the various electoral forms?

O i) the CONITIenCy n which

3 e COwTTn

U Of 2000000 00vs or VI OF SA0rens GAzniae e COMBTURALY

e £R0

NowTT ZLars At
enpicymere o

=1

g
o ey o0
awon o thw

O oI (000N 0

L WA L COPSTLIMNCY

e pecind intursive ey
Shashi Sherhar Kastwap

Biar, on July 8

Citizens shoald ensure that they
verify the published draft rolls.
They should fill out the
enumeration forms as required,
New voters and electors who
have migrated to dilferent
constituencies shoubd (1 o
the relevant forms

fair edections, which is essential foc out
Nnctioning democracy. The BC woukd
hopefully devise & mone spread-out
schedule ln futuee SERs el proskdes
adequane ome for hasslefree

parnicipation by volers, The list of efigitle

documenss 3 also Sy to include
Awdhaar 2 peoot of Ideneiny, Iy

Flald work; A DoothLeve| D¥ce

bi

L!if.L

r chechs docamenss duning

d 1he electonal redl, Araria Sslrae,

subsecquent SIRs as per the Supeeme
Coues directive.

Meambile, dtizens should ensure that
they verdy the pablished dratt rolis. They
should fill out the enumeration forms as
requeeed,

New voters and edectoes who have
migrated o different covstituencies
should All out the relevane farms, Political
parties and civil sodety groogs souk]
asslst cithens, especiully the moss
marginalised] sactions, troughout the
process. This woukd ensure a clean
edectaral roll without compromisitg on
thee righvt 10 vote of every elighie cinzen

Rangarakm R & a former IAS officer amd
athor of ‘Coursevare on Polity Simpliiar
He curvently trains ar Officery IAS academy.
Vivws exguesand ary persanal

THE GIST

-

The Blection Cammission
condutod g specdl internle
Ieason [SIR) of ehecional roils,
starting with Bihar, requating
voer Lo subered ermrmmtation
forma and prool of wentky

-

Crizere should vordy arah
rofs, submi the reiovant forms
il thary e now voters o e
egraned, and Lovk asikrance
frome pofitical parties and catt
society 10 ereauee dean
electoral roks wihont
COMPOSMEsing tha righe to

e

Summary (English):

e The Election Commission of India (ECI) recently conducted a Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Bihar, with July 1 as the qualifying date, ahead of the State Assembly
elections in November.

e Legal Basis: Section 21 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 (RP Act) — deals with
preparation & revision of electoral rolls. A summary revision is carried out before every
general/bye-election.

e Purpose of SIR:

o Verify names of all registered voters.
o Submission of eligible documents (like Aadhaar) for proof of identity.
o Allowing objections, corrections, additions & deletions.

e Supreme Court directives: Aadhaar accepted as proof of identity; citizens must ensure they

verify rolls & submit forms.
Electoral Forms & Their Purpose (as per RER 1960):

e Form 6: For new voter registration (18+), or for shifting constituency.

e Form 6A: For Overseas Electors (NRI voters).

¢ Form 6B: Linking Aadhaar with voter ID.

e Form 7: To raise objections against an entry in the roll or to delete names.



¢ Form 8: For correction of personal details.

¢ Form 8A: For shifting residence within the same constituency.

e Form 9-11B: For objections, claims, and list publications by ERO.
Citizen Responsibilities:

¢ Verify published draft rolls.

¢ Fill relevant forms (6/6A/7/8/8A) depending on the situation.

¢ Political parties & civil society should guide voters.

e Ensures clean electoral rolls and protects the right to vote.

RIS (Hindi):
« YRd fafea 3manT (Ecn) A g1@ 8 ¥ faer # faxiw wg= =dterr (sir) foran, forad 1 Jarg &t
STYR fafYy A gagrar g &1 sruse fbar mam|
[T e i gfafAfRa srf¥feam, 1950 @1 4RT 21 & Siavta Frate g @1 s sk
TaroT gl 2|
e SIR®I :
o Wt uSiipd gagrarsii & A1 &t gfY ST
o UEE YHIU & &Y H STYR T 3 GHITdSl SH AT
o U ATH TSI, JUR BT, UL Gof BT q A1 g
o GUH BIE A TYR B Ug<T YHIU &S U § 7144, AR | 6 3if¥ard =9 F o+t
wiafdal &t sira iR wu W= &1 fHd=T)
ﬁaﬁqmaﬁ?mtﬂrzﬂﬂ
BTH 6: TT HAGTAT USi 0T/ RITaRUI 7 |
« I 6A: WaRIT YR AaGarsi (NRI) g4
« TIH 6B: ATYR | HAGAT Uga U7 wilg gg|
« I 7: 919 g™ AT AMURI 84|
. I 8: AR EzeA 84|
. T gA: 3t fafea &7 § AR 8 g |
WTH 9-11B: Tl /gral &1 Gl 9 USRI 84|
mﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁa’rﬁ
USRI HGTdl Gl &t Aa He |
o SAMAHATTIAR RIS TuF U |
IS gd 9 AT WIS AdeTarsii &1 ggradl B |
U TGO AT JEl a1 3R HATRBR Bt 38T gl

GS Paper Mapping:
e GSPaper I (Polity & Governance):
o Representation of the People Act, 1950.
o Electoral reforms, voter registration process.
o Role of Election Commission.
¢ Prelims Relevance: Forms 6, 6A, 6B, 7, 8, 8A — their purposes.
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PM pitches India’s fintech
start-ups to Global South

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBALI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi pitched India as a fin-
tech hub for the Global
South to “enhance digital
cooperation and partner-
ship across the world,” at
an event where he shared
the stage with Prime Minis-
ter of U.K. Keir Starmer, at
Mumbai on Thursday.
Speaking at the last day
of Global Fintech Fest
2025, Mr.Modi said, “In-
dia’s success in technology
is not just for its own bene-
fit — it is a beacon of hope
for the Global South. India
wishes to enhance digital
cooperation and partner-
ship across the world, shar-
ing its experience and
open-source frameworks
as global public goods,” ad-
ding India’s Al journey also
is to make it resilient, sus-
tainable and inclusive.

Summary (English):

1 ) "

Starmer (left) ;/ith Modi.

Echoing this, Mr.Starm-
er named four fintech com-
panies — Razorpay, Cred,
Paytm and Perfios — which
plan to invest in the U.K.
During his speech, he said
he had come to India with
a 126-member delegation
of British businesses com-
prising who’s who of the
Indian finance and tech-
nology sector. He further
cited instances of such col-
laborations like the COVID
vaccination programme in

India, which was an out-
come of Oxford, AstraZe-
neca and the Serum Insti-
tute of India collaboration.

“I’'m here to extend an
invitation to all of you. To
do business with Britain.
To see the U.K. as your ga-
teway to going global,” Mr.
Starmer said expressing
his interest to host Indian
businesses.

Investment office

The U.K. premier also said
the country is set to open a
dedicated investment of-
fice for fintech firms in-
tending to enter the U.K.
Mr. Starmer lauded the
U.K.-India FTA as the lar-
gest post-Brexit deal for
the U.K. India-U.K. bilateral
trade is currently worth
$56 billion and in five
years, it needs to be dou-
bled but the target can be
reached earlier than that,
said Mr. Modi.

¢ The Election Commission of India (ECI) recently conducted a Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Bihar, with July 1 as the qualifying date, ahead of the State Assembly

elections in November.

o Legal Basis: Section 21 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 (RP Act) — deals with
preparation & revision of electoral rolls. A summary revision is carried out before every

general/bye-election.
e Purpose of SIR:

o Verify names of all registered voters.
o Submission of eligible documents (like Aadhaar) for proof of identity.
o Allowing objections, corrections, additions & deletions.



¢ Supreme Court directives: Aadhaar accepted as proof of identity; citizens must ensure they
verify rolls & submit forms.
Electoral Forms & Their Purpose (as per RER 1960):
e Form 6: For new voter registration (18+), or for shifting constituency.
Form 6A: For Overseas Electors (NRI voters).
Form 6B: Linking Aadhaar with voter ID.
Form 7: To raise objections against an entry in the roll or to delete names.
Form 8: For correction of personal details.
Form 8A: For shifting residence within the same constituency.
e Form 9-11B: For objections, claims, and list publications by ERO.
Citizen Responsibilities:
¢ Verify published draft rolls.
¢ Fill relevant forms (6/6A/7/8/8A) depending on the situation.
¢ Political parties & civil society should guide voters.
¢ Ensures clean electoral rolls and protects the right to vote.

RIS (Hindi):
«  UR4 fRatEa sma (Ecn) A 81 8 H fagR § faRiw g g=fterun (sir) forar, R 1 9 &t
STYR fafy A s gagrar gt &1 sruse fbar mam|
[T SMYUR: 99 ufafAfia Sififfad, 1950 @t URT 21 & Siavta fratas it & dar oz
TaroT gl 2|
e SIR®T :
o Wt uSipd gagrarsii & A1 &t gfY ST
o UEA YHIU & U H STYR T 3 GHITdSl SH AT
o U ATH TSI, JUR BT, UL Got BT q A1 g
i B1E AT STUR Y UgaT YHT0T & U H AT, AR ®t Sfvard =u d ot
wiafdal @1 wirg iR yuz W= &1 e
ﬁaﬁqmaﬁ?wm
BTH 6: T HAGIIT USRI/ RATIAR I 8 |
« I 6A: WaRIT YR AAGATSi (NRI) 84|
« Y 6B: YR A HAGIdI Ugd UF SiI$ ag |
« I 7: 919 g™ AT AMURI &4
. I 8: Ao ExeA 84|
. T gA: 3HI fafeq &7 § iR 8 g |
WTH 9-11B: Tl /gral @1 Gl 9 USRI 8|
mﬂﬁﬁaﬁﬁlﬁmﬁ
WHTRIT Hagral gl &1 wiid B |
o AMAGHATAR YIRS TUT U |
o IS A T THIS IS HAGIATS B TgRIaT B1 |
3TIY WS HdST P g1 MR AaTRIGR &1 T gt

GS Paper Mapping:
e GSPaper II (Polity & Governance):
o Representation of the People Act, 1950.
o Electoral reforms, voter registration process.
o Role of Election Commission.
¢ Prelims Relevance: Forms 6, 6A, 6B, 7, 8, 8A — their purposes.
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Police and protesters clash
in Madagascar Gen Z rally

Agence France-Presse
ANTANANARIVO

Several thousand anti-go-
vernment demonstrators
marched on Thursday
through Madagascar’s cap-
ital, several of them in-
jured when police cracked
down on the protest.

The fresh rally came af-
ter the Gen Z movement
called for a general strike
and rejected President An-
dry Rajoelina’s attempts to
defuse the tensions rock-
ing the Indian Ocean is-
land.

The President has ap-
pointed a new Prime Mi-
nister and called for dia-
logue in a bid to quell the
near-daily protests that
erupted on September 25.
The unrest was sparked by
anger over regular and
lengthy power and water
shortages and evolved into
a broader anti-government
movement.

Members of the Malagasy Gendarmerie hold a protester arrested
during clashes in Antananarivo on Thursday. AFP

Security forces charged
at protesters with ar-
moured vehicles, firing
tear gas and rubber bullets
to disperse the initial
crowds of about 1,000 that
gathered on Thursday near
Lake Anosy and started
marching towards the Am-
bohijatovo Gardens.

Street battles later broke
out between the police and
demonstrators, who res-
ponded by throwing

Police and protesters clash in Madagascar Gen Z rally

Summary (English):
Event: Several thousand anti-government protesters marched in Antananarivo, the capital of
Madagascar. Police used tear gas, rubber bullets, and stun grenades to disperse the crowd.

Cause of unrest:

o Sparked by water and power shortages.
o Anger over governance issues turned into a broader anti-government movement.

stones.

At least four people
were injured by rubber
bullets and two by projec-
tiles from stun grenades,
according to AFP reporters
on the ground and two lo-
cal medical organisations.

A man was left uncon-
scious on the ground after
being chased and severely
beaten by security forces
in the neighbouring dis-
trict of Anosibe.



o The Gen Z movement called for a general strike and rejected President Andry
Rajoelina’s attempts at dialogue.
Timeline: Protests began on September 25 and have continued.
Government response:
o President appointed a new Prime Minister.
o (Called for dialogue to defuse tensions.

Casualties:
o Atleast4 injured by rubber bullets, 2 by stun grenades, and several others injured in
clashes.

o One protester was left unconscious after being beaten by security forces.
Significance: Shows youth-led movements challenging entrenched regimes, part of the
broader political instability in Africa.

ARIA (Hindi):
AT HSHIDR P AT ARG H ORI @1 IRPR faRieht uezi= & 3av | gora =

s o} famR-fAaR F31 & T 3y A9, Ta= gae iR A IS &1 5w fHan
Ry & FR:
o U 3R forelt &t H3it A ARTERM |
o A e guwiaii A sigia & WReR favieh shigtad &1 %u faari
o Gen Z 3MGIe = 3TH gSdTdl BT ATEM fbar R Igufar TF1 vieferT & Harg yar
P @i feani
TUET: faRie weri 25 Rdar A == g 3R AR 9l 81
PR B ufafepar:
o Tpufa A ¢ gy @ fFrgfea a1
3Tﬁ;) 19 HH H31 & fore Targ ot srfia &1
o HUYFH 4 A IR gdc I U9, 2 AN e I+s 9 urad |
o TH USRS $! g8t avg WeT mar 3k 98 S 8t T
HE<d: U8 U gRIId 3 fb ga1-3nutRa iigia (Gen z) rpid! =N & Ier-ifae SfRURET 3R
R e B g S TR B

GS Paper Mapping:

GS Paper II (Polity & Governance / IR):
o Political instability in foreign countries and its implications.
o Youth-led democratic movements.
o India-Madagascar relations (Indian Ocean Region significance).
GS Paper III (Security):
o Internal security and civil unrest (comparative perspective).
Essay relevance: Role of youth in democracy, governance failures & public movements.



Israel, Hamas agree to Trump-led
ceasefire deal and hostage release

Israel says all parties have signed the first phase of the deal in Egypt: it follows a 20-point peace plan announced by Trump;
Israel's Smotrich says he opposes the ceasefire; Hamas's disarmament to be addressed in second phase, says US. President

Agence France-Presse
SHARM EL SHEIKH

srael and Hamas on
l Thursday agreed a Ga

z ceasefire deal to
free the remaining living
hostages, in a major step
towards ending a war that
has killed tens of thou
sands of people and un-
leashed a humanitarian ca
tastrophe. Israel said that
all parties have signed the
first phase of the deal, ad-
ding that the release of the
captives would “bring the
end to this war”.

The agreement in Egypt
follows a 20-point peace
plan for Gaza announced
last month by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, after
more than two vears of
war sparked by Hamas’s

Breath of relief: Palestinians celebrate following the peace deal
announcement in Khan Younis on Thursday. A»

October 2023 attack on
Israel.

U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff

said the American leader
would travel to Egypt next
week for an event celebrat-
ing the conclusion of the
agreement, with Mr

Trump himself  saying:
“I'm going to try and make
a trip over... We're working
on the timing, the exact
timing.”

Despite celebrations in
Israel and Gaza and a flood
of messages from world

leaders hailing the deal,
numerous issues remain
unsettled in the negotia-
tions, including the plan's
call for Hamas to disarm
and a proposed interim
“Board of Peace” led by
Mr. Trump himself to over-
see Gaza's administration.

Senior Hamas official
Osama Hamdan said the
Palestinian Islamist move
ment rejected the planned
transitional authority. “No
Palestinian would accept
this. All the factions, in
cluding the Palestinian
Authority, reject this,” Mr.
Hamdan told Qatar-based
broadcaster Al Araby.

Mr. Trump said the is
sue of Hamas surrendering
its weapons would be ad-
dressed in the second
phase of the peace plan,

A ceasefire was 10 take
hold in Gaza within 24
hours of Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu convening his security
Cabinet for a meeting.

However, Israel's far-
right Finance Minister Be-
zalel Smotrich said he op
posed the Gaza ceasefire
deal.

“The final draft of phase
one was signed this morn-
ing in Egypt by all parties
to release all the hostages.”
government spokesperson
Shosh  Bedrosian  told
presspersons.

A source within Hamas
said the group would ex-
change 20 living hostages
all at the same time for
nearly 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners as part of the
deal’s first phase.

Event: Israel and Hamas agreed to a Gaza ceasefire deal in Egypt, aimed at freeing remaining
hostages and ending the war that has killed tens of thousands and caused a humanitarian

o Agreement follows a 20-point peace plan for Gaza announced by former U.S.
President Donald Trump last month.
o The conflict began after Hamas’s October 2023 attack on Israel.

o All parties signed the first phase, focusing on release of hostages.
o A second phase will address Hamas’s disarmament and creation of a transitional

“Board of Peace” to oversee Gaza’'s administration.
o Hamas agreed to release living hostages in exchange for nearly 2,000 Palestinian

o Israel said the deal “will bring an end to this war.”
o Senior Hamas official 0sama Hamdan rejected the transitional authority plan.
o Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich opposed the ceasefire.

o U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff announced Trump may visit Egypt for celebrations.

L]
Summary (English):

[ ]

crisis.
e Background:
e Provisions of the Agreement:
prisoners.
¢ Reactions:
o Next Steps:
o Ceasefire expected within 24 hours.

AR (Hindi):

o gL ORI 3R g A R H e g
Y] B FSTHT 3R T THTE PRATE, |

i

R @l @il 3t o <t 3R Il Twe At



. YA
o wmﬁmmgmwm@mﬁwmmzo-wmm
R 31T |
o UY B ST AFgaR 2023 H TART & ORI U §HA I §5 |
TN O U 91
o UEH WU A dUpl P Rers |
TR TRUT H §HRT BT FARRAIBRT 3R TTHAT U= 3 “2hifd a1 S” BT 76|
AT Siifad dee) 3t fReTs 7 3R 39S Iea TTHT 2,000 Fpfere-i Hidal #
BigT S|
. ufafsear:
o IORTE A Hgl {5 U5 THEial g5 B THI ST
o THTH AT SHTHT §HEM A AHHUIBTEN YR AIST1 Bl WIS BT
am% soRTae favt w0t dTaa Wifea 7 gfavm &1 favty fasan)
. m:
o YIANTH 3Ta 24 Ul H AN §H Pt GUTGHTI
AR ga Wa faewiv A givon 3t f du g amr s aad §1

GS Paper Mapping:

e GSPaperII (IR - International Relations):
o West Asia crisis, Israel-Palestine conflict.
o Role of U.S. in peace mediation.
o India’s stakes in West Asia peace (diaspora, energy security).

e GS Paper III (Security & Humanitarian Issues):
o Terrorism, hostage situations, international security.

e Essayrelevance: Conflict resolution, peace negotiations, role of great powers.



A month since the Gen Z protests, Nepal
faces a tough road to democratic reform

With less than 150 days to the elections. Nepals interim administration is struggling to find its feet after a Gen Z-ed uprising shook the establishment;

analvsts call it hastly stitched together and lacking firm political grounds meanwhile, traditional pardes sidelined by the protests are now resurfacing

NEWS ANALYSES

Sanjeev Satgainya

EATHMANDL

hursday marked a
I muonth since Nepal,
especially the capl-

tal Kathmandu, witnessed
anarchy. On September 9,
a day after the youth-led
protests, then Prigme Minks-
ter K.P. Sharma O re
signed and fled 1o an army
barracks  following  the
deaths of 19 young people,

The Nepali capital saw
events of an unprecedent-
ed degree - the Parlia
ment, government com-
plex, and the Supreme
Court burned till Late into
the night.

Since September 12, an
interim  Cabinet led by
former Chiel Justice Sushi-
la Karki has been in place,
with the mandate of hold-
ing elections on March 5,
The official death toll of the
two-day protests stands at
75

The month since the
protests has been uneasy,
puncruated by festival holi-
days and rain-induced dis-
asters, A proposed protest
plan by a youth group for
October 9 stirred fresh an-
xiety, though it was uli-
mately withdrawn a day
betore after some groups
dissoclated themselves.

One youth group also
demanded the resignation
of the chief and members
of the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of
Authority - Nepals top

constitutional  anti-graft
agency.
These yowth  groups,

broadly dubbed under the
wmbrella of Gen Z, Jed last
month's demonstrations,

Mourning their kass: Family members of protesters who died hold a candislight vgil in fromt af the
damaged par lament building In Kathmandu on Thumday. v r

which were triggered by a
soclal media ban and dri-
ven by anger at corruption
and misrule. Now, they ap-
pear scattered and frag-
mented, which analysts
sy wis Inevitable given
their structureless and lea-
derless nature

However, campalgners
argue that Lacking formal
leadership is not a flaw.

Raskshya Bam, who or-
ganised and panicipated in
the protests, sadd the youth
took to the streets with
specific demands - ending
corruption  and  rolling
back the social media ban
“But a5 the situation un-
todded, we are where we
are today,” Ms. Bam said.

Government In a bind
As anarchy descended on
Kathmandu on September
9 — with overwhelmed se-
curity agencies unable to
maintain law and order -
the Nepal Army stepped in
not cnly to secure the cap-
Ital but also to facilitate dia-
logue with Prestdent Ram
Chandra Pouded.

It was at Army Head-
quarters that youwth cam-
paigners hnalsed Ms, Kar-
ki's name after she won a
vote on the digital platform
Discord, a virtual public
syuare for Gen Z, where
they planned their
protests.

Analysts  describe this
interim administration as
hastily sticched together,
backed by Gen Z but lack-
ing solid political ground.
Within hours of her oath,
PM Karki dissolved the
House of Representatives.

“A lack of political na-
ture is the biggest chal
lenge of this government,”
said Keshav Dahal, a writer
and political commentator.
“The government and pol:
itical parties appear to
hold each other in deep
contempt, which is likely
to spodl the environment
for elections.™

Nepal's traditonal par-
tes, consigned to the back
foot after the protests, are
now resurfacing

Deposed PM Ol ad-
dressed his party members

on Thursday, dismissing
the current govermment.

“Many say we have 1o
wait till March 5 and
should demand the resto-
ration of the House if elec
tions do not take place,” he
told them, hinting at mov-
ing the Supreme Court for
reinstatement of  the
House. "The House diso-
lution Is unconstitutional,
illegal, and undemocranic.”

His remarks come amid
political parvies’ refusal w
commit o the March 5
elections. Concerns mount
over whether the dections
will take place as sche-
duled - and If they do,
whether they will carry
legitimacy if major parties
boycott.

Gen Z campalgners say
its incumbent on everyone
10 work towards protecting
democracy

“The interim govern-
ment needs support from
all sides - citizens, civil so-
ciety, Intellectuals, and
political parties — to con-
duct timely elections,” said
Ms. Bam. “After all, our

protests did not mean
and we do not wish - 1o
prohibit parties, They are
key constiteents in a multl-
party democratic set-up”

As the country eves
efections, accusations and
counter-accusations are
fying. Last week, soclal
mectia buzzed with calls 1o
arrest Mr. Oli and Ramesh
Lekhak, who was Home
Minister when 19 protes-
ters were killed.

After an initial refusal,
police agreed 1o acoept
complalnts fided by those
injured during the protests
agatnst Mr, Oll and Mr. Lek-
hak, with the caveat that
the case would be forward-
ed to a judical commission
investigating the Septem-
ber 59 incidents. Bur the
commission, led by a form-
er judge, on Thursday sent
the case back 1w police,
sving investigation auth-
ority lies with the stse
apparatus.

Meanwhile, a student
wing affillated with M
Oli's Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Le-
ninist) seeks to file a wea-
son complaint against Ba-
lendra Shah, Kathmandu
Mayor, and Sudan Gurung,
a selfstyled Gen Z leader.

Economic costs

For o country already
struggling  economically,
last month’s protests dealt
a heavy blow. The World
Bank revised Nepals
growth forecast 1o 2.1% for
fiscal year 2025-26, down
from the earlier 5.4%.

In s South Asis Deve-
lopment Update, the multi-
lateral agency said the Sep-
tember 89 unrest
deepened political and
economic uncertalnty in
Nepal. It warned that inter-

national tourist arrivals are
likely to see a sharp drop,
and  weakened  investor
confidence  could slow
privite nvestment.

Yuy Pathak, writer and
analyst, says the govern
ment can prove its legit-
muacy only by holding elec-
tions on time; otherwise,
the risk of plunging Negal
Into deep uncertainty and
mstability persists.

“I's difficult to pinpolnt
who was involved or how
peaceful protests went aw
ry, but the events have lelt

Nepal at  a  critical
Junciure”
Delayed dialogue

The Hection Commission
(EC) has called on any
group intending to contest
the March 5 elections to re-
wister as a political party by
November 16. Earlier this
week, Ms: Karki asked the
EC t Launch talks with pol-
itical parties.

Analysts say the govern-
ment, not the EC needs 10
lead dialogue with political
parties.

Government  sources
say modalities are being
worked ot for dialogue.
“Talks will begin soon 10
bring partles into confi-
dence,” said a government
source, declining to elabo-
rate or give a umeline.

But time is of the es-
sence, and analysts say the
government has yet to
grasp the urgency. With
bess than 150 days to go for
polls, youth campaigners
agree that the government
must rise to the oocasion.

“Parties must reform,
the system must function,
and institutions must be
strengthened to lay the
ground for democracy to
thrive,” said Ms, Bam

A month since the Gen Z protests, Nepal faces a tough road to democratic reform

Summary (English):
e Background:
o On September 9, Nepal witnessed youth-led Gen Z protests triggered by anger over
corruption, misrule, and lack of opportunities.
o Events escalated when PM K.P. Sharma Oli resigned and fled to army barracks after
19 youth deaths.
o Major government institutions in Kathmandu—Parliament, Supreme Court, and govt.
complex—were set on fire.
e Political Developments:
o On September 12, an interim cabinet led by Justice Subhash L. Karki was formed,



mandated to hold elections on March 5.
o Analysts describe the administration as fragile, lacking solid ground support.
o Traditional political parties sidelined by protests are trying to regain relevance.
¢ Protesters’ Demands:
o Restoration of the House of Representatives, dissolved by PM Oli.
o Transparent governance, accountability, anti-corruption measures.
o Digital platforms like Discord being used for mobilisation.
e Current Challenges:
o Death toll so far: 75 protesters Killed.
o Ongoing violence and suppression of dissent risk instability.
o Election Commission of Nepal urged to conduct elections on time and ensure
credibility.
o Tourism and investor confidence falling; risk of economic downturn.
¢ Regional / International Implications:
o Nepal at a critical juncture—youth-led democracy demands vs. weak state structures.
o India, as Nepal’s neighbour, has a stake in regional stability.

W(Hir.:f'ii)r:
° qg .
o 9 fidaR &1 AUTA A Gen Z TaT-Aqcd 910t faRIY Y= 5T, S UPHR, HURMRIA 3R SaER}
B HH A IUA Q|
° %@gaﬂ#mwﬁaﬁﬁa%mwmﬁ &0, 7t et A swhter fear sk I
M|
o ISUT PTSHIg H T, A P 3R WHRY uRTR| $1 311 & gara far wan|
o ISP geATHH:
o 12 RydeR &t qd =araneh=r YUY va. 1l & Aqa A Sfafy dfae 391, o 5 a6
mmﬁmmﬁwg%l
o UE URITHT HHOR 3R AfRR TARTSTIETI |
o URUN® IeHIfd® o, S8 Gen z 3iigta A frarR &2 fear U1, s QarT afha g
P B HIRE
oY ye=i= @1 |
o WfafAfer guT &t TeTel (P 3ieft 3 vt fpam amy 1
o TR A, Sataes! 3R YPrR-faRid wen|
o mwmscord%mml
o TIdHHE T-
o 3T TP 75 USRHPRI AR T
o 3HEHIA P THA A Whad 3R fRIAT IR TWarT|
o ure fafea ST &1 GWg UR g1 B SR ISP deydar AT H B g |
o e 3R fawre fayra A fiRTae @ enfifes doe ot ameiwT
m/ﬁm@ﬂw
o UTA TSP AT HIS W —JaT D diiAD Hill T-TH FHNR T TaRAT|
YRd o1 foar: &=fta fRRar 3R Tr-ur gHE|

GS Paper Mapping:
e GSPaperll (Polity & IR):
o Democracy & political instability in neighbourhood.
o India-Nepal relations.
e GSPaper Il (Economy & Security):
o Impact of political unrest on economy, tourism, investment.
e Essay relevance: Role of youth movements in reshaping democracies.



