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India’s Kabul mission to be upgraded to embassy

Jaishankar announces this while meeting Taliban's
Muttagi; condemns refugee repatriation by Pak.

Kallol

NEW DELHI

s will upgiracle s
l ‘technical mission” in
Kabxal to the status of
un embxassy ol AL
fairs Mindster 8, Jishankar
sald on Friday
The announcement
came Suaring Me. Reisbuan
kar's meeting with Apur
Khan Martags, Foreign AL
nister of the Taltban admi
nistration In Atghanistan
at Hyderabad Hoose. Mr
Jalshankar also ralsed In
du's concerns over the
forced repatriation of AF
ghan refagess by Pakistan
and described “cross-bor
der terrorism™ as a com
mon challenge to both e
0 anxd Atgh ml an
"I
bt 10 e scnoer
ritotial integrity and inde
pendence of Algtanistan
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ween s contributes o
your  matonal  develop-
ment, 25 well as regonal
stabsility and resilience. To
enhance that, 1 am pleised
to armounce 1oday the up-
graciegg of Indla’s techuscal
tmission in Kabul 40 the sta-
tus of Embassy of India”™
said My, Jaisdnankar

Trsdia had shur les e
bassy in Kabal i 2021 2fter
the LS led foroes with
drew from Afghanistan.

I an dnteraction ar the
Embassy of Afghanistan,
Mr. Murtagi welcamed the
decison and sud, “We will
send our diplommats to the
Embassy of Afghanistan”
He clarified that the Tab
ban may not send an am
batssador at the beginming,

TP Jeader killed

Me. Jaishankar noted that
India and  Afghamistan
share 4 “conunon commit-
ment towards growth and

English Summary:
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar announced India’s decision to upgrade its “technical mission” in
Kabul to a full-fledged Embassy of India, marking a significant diplomatic step since the 2021 Taliban
takeover. During his meeting with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagqi, India raised concerns
over cross-border terrorism and the forced repatriation of Afghan refugees by Pakistan. The visit also
saw agreements on scholarships visas, and new health projects for Afghanistan.
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Roaching owts 5 labh
A Khan Mottag: 1 Few Dt on Fridkey, s

peosperity” but caationed
that “these wre enclargered
by the sared threat of
crass-burder ferrorism
it boch car nathons face
He did not name Pakistan
bant arged My, Muttagl o
“coordinate  efforts” 1o
coniter the theea

The meeting ook place

Muttagi welcomes decision; says diplomats will go to
Atghan Embassy, may not send Ambassador initiatly

aokar with Mghanatan’s Foreign Minisser

boars after an explosion in
Kabul  reportedly  killed
Tehreck-eTaliban Pakistan
(TTH) Jeader Nufti Nooe
Wali Mehsud, & clven lver
dettied by TTP sources,

My Jabshandar thanked
Kabwul for condemming the
werroe wttack i Pahalgam
on April 22, which kilied 26

Pak. violating
Kabul's sovereign
territory: Taliban

KARUL

The Tabban regame on Friday
pcrud Prdontan of *colating
Kabd's sovamign temitory”, &
day aher tan eplonions wew
Praard. The Talban haw
previcundy accused lamatuod
of Looder s, bot this s 0
i3z time they hove dlleged a0
Powrson devg 10 they
tertory, caling It an “wnpee
Cotharthd act”. » s 12

people, saying, “We appre-
ciite your sensitivity to
wards India’s secunty con
cerres” He abso resterated
Todia’s comumitment to B
cilituting traved for Afghan
ratienals theough a new -
sa module introduced in
Aprl X025, with  more
medical, busness, and st

dent visas being ssoed

A juing ststement issued
after the meeting af the of-
ficials said that scholar-
ships from the Indun
Conneil foe Culvural Rela
thons (ICCR) and other or
ganisakons are “under sc
tve  considecution™ 1o
enable more Afighan sty
denes to seudy in tndla,

Mr. Muttagi had carlier
met Forekon Secrerary Vik
raen Misrt in Dubal on fane
ary 8, where the rwo shdes
discussed the rowtmap foe
bilarerad  relations  amid
evolving regional develop-
menty,  Since  assuming
powes, the Taliban has es
tablished diplomatic es
with several countries, in
chuding Russsr and Chira
Me Mugtgl arrived in New
Dedhi from Mosoow, where
he mtendad the Moscow
Format Disdogue,

Ghobal - recogniton ol
the Talihan government

Jaishankar says India, Afghanistan share growth
goals; cross-border terror a common challenge

the Etumic Emirate of Al
ghanistan - has been im-
peded by concerms over
the Fuman rights stustion
in the country, which did
ot feature in Mr. Jaishan-
ks rermarks, Highligheyg
the importance of My, Mut
Lqt's first vish o New Ded
hi. Me, Jashankar said,
“ i meeting hetween us in
person has a special value.
in allowiag ws 1o exchange
perspectives, identify com
mon nterests and Torge
doser couperation.” The
Minkster also announced
six new health projpects toe
Afgfanistan, with detasils 1o
be shared soon. India will
gift 20 ambulances 1o Af
ghamistan as a “symbalic
step”. The visiting side also
Invited Indian compankes
10 invest in the mineg sec
e ol Aghunstn
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Gaza ceasefire takes effect
as Israel forces pull back to
agreed deployment lines

Associated Press
WADI GAZA, GAZA STRIP

A ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas came into ef-
fect in Gaza on Friday, the
Israeli military said, hours
after Israel’s Cabinet ap-
proved a deal to pause the
fighting and exchange the
remaining hostages for Pal-
estinian prisoners,

Israeli forces have with-
drawn to agreed deploy-
ment lines for the first
stage of the ceasefire, it
added.

Tens of thousands of pe-
ople who had gathered in
Wadi Gaza in central Gaza
started walking north after
the military’s announce-
ment at noon. Beforehand,
Palestinians reported hea-
vy shelling in parts of Gaza
throughout Friday morn-
ing, but no significant
bombardment was report-
ed after.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in-
sisted in a televised state-
ment on Friday that the
next stages would see Ha-
mas disarmed and Gaza
demilitarised.

“If this is achieved the
easy way — so be it. If not -
it will be achieved the hard
way,” he said. He added
that Hamas agreed to the
deal "only when it felt that
the sword was on its neck
- and it is still on its neck.”

Under the deal, all 48
hostages still in captivity
are expected to be re
leased. In exchange, Israel
will release around 2,000
Palestinian prisoners.

Khalil al-Hayya, a senior
Hamas official and lead ne-
gotiator, said in a speech
Thursday evening that all
women and children held
in Israeli jails will be freed.

“We declare today that
we have reached an agree-
ment to end the war and
the aggression against our

Sigh of relief: Palestinians move toward Gaza City from Nuseirat in
central Gaza Strip on Friday. arp

people,” al-Hayya said.

Major step

The ceasefire marks a key
step toward ending a rui-
nous two-year war that has
killed tens of thousands of
Palestinians, reduced
much of Gaza to rubble,
destabilised West Asia, and
left dozens of hostages, liv-
ing and dead, in the territo-

ry.

Israeli Brig. General Ef-
fie Defrin, a military spo-
kesman, said that troops
had completed their with-
drawal to the deployment
lines by Friday afternoon,
a few hours after the cease-
fire officially went into
effect.

Earlier, an Israeli securi-
ty official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said
the military would control
around 50% of Gaza in
their new positions.

In Israel’s offensive,
more than 67,000 Palesti-
nians have been killed in
Gaza and nearly 170,000
wounded, according to Ga-
za's Health Ministry.

The war has also trig-
gered other conflicts in the

region, sparked worldwide
protests and led to allega-
tions of genocide that Is-
rael denies,

The hostage and prison-
er releases are expected to
begin Monday, two Egyp-
tian officials briefed on the
talks and a Hamas official
said, though another offi-
cial said they could occur
as early as Sunday night.

All living hostages are
expected to be released at
the same time, followed by
the bodies of the deceased,
which could take more
time.

Five border crossings
are expected to reopen, in-
cluding the Rafah crossing
between Gaza and Egypt,
the Egyptian and Hamas
officials said. That will al-
low aid to flow into the ter-
ritory, parts of which are
experiencing famine.

Tom Fletcher, the U.N.
humanitarian chief, told
reporters Thursday that of-
ficials have 170,000 metric
tons of medicine, aid and
other supplies at ready for
transport into Gaza when
they are given a green

light,



GS Paper: GS Paper Il - International Relations / West Asia

English Summary:

A ceasefire between Israel and Hamas came into effect after two years of intense war that devastated
Gaza and killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. The deal includes exchange of hostages and prisoners,
withdrawal of Israeli forces, and reopening of key border crossings like Rafah. This marks a critical
point in regional diplomacy, potentially stabilizing West Asia.
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Venezuela’s Opposition leader Maria Machado
wins Nobel Peace Prize ‘promoting democracy’

Associated Press
0SLO

Venezuelan  Opposition
leader Maria Corina Ma-
chado won the Nobel
Peace Prize on Friday for
her struggle to achieve a
democratic transition in
the South American na-
tion, winning recognition
as a woman “who keeps
the flame of democracy
burming amid a growing
darkness”,

The former Opposition
presidential candidate is a
“key, unifying figure” in
the once deeply divided
Opposition to President Ni-
colas Maduro’s govern-
ment, said Jorgen Watne
Frydnes, chair of the Nor-
wegian Nobel committee,

Reacting to the honour,
Ms. Machado said she was

Maria Corina Machado is a ‘key, unifying figure’ in the once deeply
divided Opposition to President Nicolas Maduro's government, AFe

confident the Opposition
would succeed in securing
a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy in her country.
“We're not there yet.
We're working very hard to
achieve it, but I'm sure that
we will prevail," she told
Kristian Berg Harpviken,
the director of the Nobel

Institute and secretary of

the Nobel Committee,

Dedicates win to Trump
“I dedicate this prize to the
suffering people of Vene-
zuela and to President
Trump for his decisive sup-
port of our cause!” she la-
ter wrote on X.

“This is something that
the Venezuelan people de-
serve,” Ms. Machado said
in a call with the Norwe
gian Nobel Institute, “I'm
honored not only by this
recognition, but I'm ho-
nored to be part of what's
going on in Venezuela
today.”

“In the past year, Ms.
Machado has been forced
to live in hiding” Mr.
Frydnes said. “Despite se-
rious threats against her
life, she has remained in
the country... When auth-
oritarians seize power, it is
crucial to recognise coura-
geous defenders of free-
dom who rise and resist.”

Mr. Maduro’s govern-
ment has routinely target-
ed its real or perceived
opponents.

Ms. Machado, 58, was

GS Paper: GS Paper II - International Relations / Democracy & Human Rights

English Summary:

sel to run against Mr. Ma
duro in last year's presi-
dential election, but the go
vernment disqualified her.

The crackdown on dis-
sent only increased after
the country’s National
Electoral Council, which is
stacked with Maduro loyal-
ists, declared him the win-
ner despite credible evi
dence to the contrary, The
election results announced
by the Electoral Council
sparked protests to which
the government respond-
ed with force that ended
with more than 20 people
dead.

Ms. Machado becomes
the 20th woman to win the
Nobel Peace Prize.

(With inputs from AFP)

TRUMP'S QUEST
» PAGE 13

Maria Corina Machado, Venezuelan opposition leader, received the Nobel Peace Prize 2025 for her
courageous fight for democracy against President Nicolds Maduro’s authoritarian regime. The award
highlights the global struggle for democratic values and human rights amid increasing repression.
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Taliban will not allow terrorists to
use Afghan territory, says Muttaqi

Foreign Minister of the Taliban administration in Afghanistan rules out joint operation with India against terrorists; he calls

for stronger trade ties through Wagah border and Chabahar port; terms criticism on gender rights ‘international propaganda

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he Taliban will not
allow Afghan terri-
torv to be used

against any country, said
Amir Khan Muttaqgi, Fo-
reign Minister of the Tali-
ban administration in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Muttagi, the first
high-level Taliban leader to
be hosted by India, held a
rare media interaction in
the Embassy of Afghanis-
tan where he pitched for
stronger bilateral trade ties
through the Wagah border
crossing between India
and Pakistan.

“Today, we held a de-
tailed discussion on our se-
curity concerns. The Is-
lamic Emirate of
Afghanistan has proved in
the past four years that the
territory of Afghanistan
will not be used against
others. Similarly, narcotics
is dangerous in terms of its
use as well as trafficking,
and both sides agreed to
carry out joint efforts to
eradicate this problem,”
said Mr. Muttagi in his
opening remarks,

He emphasised that un-
der the rule of the Taliban,

Reaching out: Amir Khan Muttagi said that the Taliban would work
with India to act firmly against trafficking of narcotics. aw

terror groups from Pakis-
tan, such as the Lashkar-e-
Taiba, that were known to
use Afghan territory to
train their cadre, have
been pushed out.

In response to a ques-
tion on India and Afghanis-
tan carrying out joint oper-
ations to rid Afghanistan of
terror groups, Mr. Muttagi
said, “Joint operations
would have been neces
sary if terrorists were
found operating in Afghan
istan. We carried out ex-
tensive operations against
terrorists inside Afghanis-
tan over the past four
years. During this period,
no threat has emanated

from the territory of Af-
ghanistan targeting any
country.”

Mr. Muttagi called for
greater trade ties with In-
dia and said autempts
should be made to streng-
then trade through Pakis-
tani territory, especially
through the Wagah border,
as trade through Wagah is
economically viable for
Afghans,

“India and Pakistan
should not shut Wagah as it
provides a cheap route to
us,” said Mr. Murtaqi.

He also said, “There are
some obstacles on [the Ira-
nian port] Chabahar be-
cause of U.S, sanctions, But

these obstacles should be
removed. In the past one
year, India-Afghanistan
trade has crossed $1 bil-
lion, so you can imagine
how much trade we can do
if these obstacles are dealt
with.”

He said that the Taliban
would not hand over the
Bagram airbase to the U.S.
as was being demanded by
U.S.  President Donald
Trump and said, “history is
witness" that the people of
Afghanistan do not appre-
ciate the presence of fo-
reign troops on their soil.

“Afghanistan  has at-
tained independence after
four decades and everyone
should support our free ex-
istence,” said Mr. Muttaqi
in the press interaction.

Women scribes excluded
The interaction drew sharp
criticism online for being
“all male” and for exclud-
ing women reporters. Sev-
eral women journalists
who reached the Afghan
embassy were seen sitting
outside the premises and
were not allowed to enter.
“The condition of wo-
men under the Taliban has
improved just like the over
all law and order situation.

GS Paper: GS Paper II - International Relations / Security / Terrorism

English Summary:

If the women would have
disapproved of our rules,
they would have come out
in protest,” said Mr. Mutta-
(i, answering a question
while describing criticism
of the Taliban on gender is-
sues  as  “international
propaganda”.

There were dramatic
moments before the press
conference when officials
accompanying Mr. Muttaqgi
were challenged by repre-
sentatives of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan
who continue to run the af-
fairs of the Afghan embas-
sy in Delhi.

The embassy officials
objected when Mr. Mutta-
qi's companions removed
the flag of the Islamic Re-
public of Afghanistan that
was overthrown by Taliban
in August 2021.

“This is not a Taliban
embassy yet and we will
not allow your flag here,”
said one of the staff mem-
bers as he prevented the
use of a large black-white
flag of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan. However,
the Taliban team came rea-
dy with a small abletop
flag that Mr. Muttagi
placed before him while
addressing the media.

Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi assured that Afghan soil will not be used against
any country. He ruled out joint anti-terror operations with India, citing that all terror groups
had been expelled from Afghan territory. He called for enhancing trade through Wagah
Border and Chabahar Port, while dismissing global criticism of Taliban’s stance on women as

“propaganda.”
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SC gives Centre four weeks to respond
to pleas for restoration of J&K Statehood

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Urging the Supreme Court
to weigh the constitutional
implications for India’s fed-
eral structure, petitioners
on Friday pressed the Un-
ion Government to honour
its “solemn promise” of
restoring Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Statehood.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai and Jus-
tice K. Vinod Chandran
asked  Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Union Government,
to respond to the submis-
sions within four weeks,

even as it acknowledged
that “various considera-
tions” had to be factored in
while making such a deci-
sion, including the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack.
The Bench was hearing
an application seeking the
restoration of Statehood
within a specified time
frame, preferably two
months. The petitioners,
an academic and a social
activist, contended that
the continued Union Terri-
tory status “violates the
idea of federalism”, an es-
sential feature of the Con-
stitution’s basic structure.
They further pointed out

that the smooth conduct of
both the Assembly and Lok
Sabha elections showed
there were no longer any
security concerns hinder-
ing the restoration of
Statehood.

Institutional promise

Senior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, appearing for
MLA Irfan Hafiz Lone, ar-
gued that the assurance of
restoring Statehood was
not a mere political decla-
ration but an “institutional
promise” made by the
Centre before a constitu-
tional court. She urged the
court to consider the “larg-

er question” of what it
would signify for Indian
federalism if a State could
be reduced to a Union Ter-
ritory “in this fashion”.
Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan,  ap-
pearing for petitioners Za-
hoor Ahmad Bhat and
Khurshaid Ahmad Malik,
read from the Supreme
Court’s December 2023
judgment on the abroga-
tion of Article 370 to em-
phasise that the court had
refrained from deciding
the Statehood issue only
because the Solicitor-Gen-
eral had assured it would
be restored after elections.

GS Paper: GS Paper Il - Polity & Governance / Federalism / Centre-State Relations

English Summary:

Petitioners urged the Supreme Court to direct the Centre to restore Jammu & Kashmir’s
statehood, arguing that continued Union Territory status violates India’s federal structure. The
Court gave the Centre four weeks to reply, emphasizing the constitutional implications of
prolonged UT administration
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Hydropower project on
Chenab gets clearance

The Sawalkote project was first accorded an environmental clearance in 2017; the suspension of

the Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan added momentum to the approval process, says official

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

n apex committee
A of the Environment
Ministry has ac-

corded a fresh environ-
mental clearance to the Sa-
walkote hydroelectric
project, proposed to come
up on Chenab river in
Ramban, Jammu and
Kashmir.

Planned as a run-of-the-
river project utilising the
flow of the Chenab to gen-
erate electricity, it is re-
portedly the first major hy-
dropower project on the
Indus rivers to be accorded
environmental clearance
following India’s suspen-
sion of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) on April 23,
following the Pahalgam
terror attack.

“The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC), after ex-
amining the information
submitted and detailed de-
liberations, reiterated its
earlier recommendation
on the project and recom-
mended the proposal for
grant of prior Environmen-
tal Clearance to Sawalkote
H.E. Project,” said the mi-
nutes of a meeting con-
ducted on September 26.

The project was first ac-
corded an environmental
clearance by a designated
committee in 2017, when it

GS Paper:

Earliest project: A view of the Salal Dam on the Chenab river in Jammu and Kashmir. AnI

was  originally  being
steered by the Jammu and
Kashmir Power Develop-
ment Corporation
(JKPDC). However, the
JKPDC signed a deal with
the National Hydro Power
Corporation (NHPC) Ltd.
in 2021 to build and com-
mission the project and be
effectively in charge of it
until 2061.

Despite the designated
committee’s nod, the Envi-
ronment Ministry could
not clear the project as the
JKPDC could not procure a
forest clearance - which
follows a parallel approval
process. In September
2023, the project was first
accorded a ‘stage 1 forest
clearance’ as per publicly

available records.

While the process of
transferring the project to
the NHPC has been on
since 2021, a slew of appro-
vals from the Central Elec-
tricity Authority and the
Central Water Commission
were accorded in July
2025. Public hearings, re-
quired to be done under
the provisions of the Forest
Rights Act, were done bet-
ween December 2022 to
February 2023.

“The Sawalkote project
was already going through
various stages of approval.
Given its size — though it
does not have a storage
dam — it will be the largest
project of its kind and has
always had certain strateg-

e GS Paper III (UPSC/BPSC): Environment, Conservation, and Infrastructure
e GS Paper II: India-Pakistan Relations (Indus Waters Treaty)

ic importance. The suspen-
sion of the IWT and the
plan to utilise the full po-
tential of the eastern Indus
rivers have added momen-
tum to the approval pro-
cess,” a senior official,
aware of the approval pro-
cess of hydroelectric pro-
jects, told The Hindu, but
declined to be identified.

Project cost goes up
From an earlier estimate of
about 322,000 crore, esti-
mated cost of the project
has ballooned to %31,380
crore.

It is projected to have an
installed power capacity of
1,856 MW and generate
about 8,000 million units
of electricity annually.




English Summary:

The Environment Ministry’s apex committee has given fresh environmental clearance to the
SawalKote Hydroelectric Project on the Chenab River in Ramban district of Jammu & Kashmir. This
is the first major hydropower project on the Indus rivers approved after India suspended the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) with Pakistan following the Pahalgam terror attack (April 2025).

The run-of-the-river project, with a capacity of 1,856 MW, was initially managed by the Jammu and
Kashmir Power Development Corporation (JKPDC) but later transferred to the National Hydro
Power Corporation (NHPC) in 2021. The project’s cost has increased from 22,000 crore to 331,380
crore, and it is expected to generate 8,000 million units of electricity annually once completed.

The approval involved clearances from the Central Water Commission (CWC), Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), and compliance with the Forest Rights Act (FRA). The project reflects India’s
strategic move to utilise the full potential of the eastern Indus rivers, strengthening energy security
and strategic leverage over shared water resources with Pakistan.
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Aspect Details

Project Name Sawalkote Hydroelectric Project

Location Chenab River, Ramban District, Jammu & Kashmir
Type Run-of-the-River Project

Capacity 1,856 MW

Annual Generation ~8,000 million units

Estimated Cost %31,380 crore

Executing Agency NHPC Ltd.

Previous Clearance
Linked Treaty
Relevance

2017 (fresh clearance in 2025)
Indus Waters Treaty (Suspended by India in April 2025)
Strategic Hydropower Development, Environment & Security Nexus



Crime patterns

The 2023 NCRB report shows rise in
cybercrime and crimes against tribals

nual reports on crime and prison statis-

tics have to be read with a strong caveat —
most of the numbers cannot be compared bet-
ween States because they are largely dependent
upon the registration/reporting of crimes in the
first place. However, certain national trends and
sharp year-on-year changes within States can still
reveal meaningful patterns that could demand
policy intervention. The recent NCRB report for
2023 — delayed by a year — points to a worrying
trend of postponed surveys, reports and even the
Census under the current Union Government.
But there are also three telling numbers: the 2.8%
decrease in murder cases across the country; a
staggering 28.8% surge in crimes against Sche-
duled Tribes (ST), and a 31.2% increase in cyber
crimes. While the decrease in murder cases will
come as a relief to law enforcement — most of the
cases pertain to disputes, personal vendetta or
enmity and “gain” — the other two numbers are
alarming. The steep rise in crimes against STs is
largely due to the ethnic violence in Manipur,
with the registered numbers jumping from just
one in 2022 to 3,399 in 2023 — which a more ef-
fective government could have mitigated. Mad-
hya Pradesh and Rajasthan also recorded signifi-
cantly high crime rates against tribals suggesting
their vulnerability in the central Indian States.
This is not a new phenomenon; previous NCRB
reports have highlighted higher crime rates in re-
gions with significant tribal populations.

With greater Internet penetration across the
country, there has been an increase in cyber-
crime, particularly related to financial fraud and
sexual exploitation. Anecdotally, it is evident that
these numbers must have gone up even further
in the last two years with the greater use of digital
financial instruments in daily transactions and in-
vestment. While policing has tried to keep up
with the growing menace of cybercrime, with
specialised cells, the ubiquitousness and deepen-
ing spread of digital crimes require more sophis-
tication and dedication by the police to tackle
them. Crimes against children rose by 9.2% in
2023 — with the offender known to the victim in
96% of the cases. While the increase could be a
function of improved reporting across States, the
high number (1,77,335 cases) suggests that States
must work on a war footing to sensitise children
about these crimes and inappropriate behaviour
by adults. A subset of these crimes could also in-
clude the application of the POCSO Act in the
case of consensual adolescent relationships and
this is an area that needs to be carefully handled
by the prosecuting and policing agencies. Report-
ed crimes against women registered a modest in-
crease of 0.4%, but this masks a 14.9% spike in
dowry-related crimes, pointing to a persistent so-
cietal problem.

T he National Crime Records Bureau’s an-



English Summary:
The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2023 Report reveals alarming shifts in India’s crime
profile despite an overall decline in some categories.
Key Findings:
1. Murder Cases:
o Decreased by 2.8% across the country, indicating a slight improvement in law and order.
o Most murder cases stemmed from personal vendetta, enmity, and disputes rather than
organized crime.
2. Crimes Against Scheduled Tribes (STs):
o Sharp 28.8% rise — largely linked to ethnic violence in Manipur, where cases increased
from 1 (in 2022) to 3,399 (in 2023).
o Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan also recorded higher rates, reflecting tribal
marginalization and weak institutional protection.
o The article underscores the need for targeted tribal welfare, legal protection, and
accountability mechanisms in conflict-prone areas.
3. Cybercrime:
o Witnessed a 31.2% increase, mainly in financial fraud and sexual exploitation cases.
o Therise correlates with expanding digital transactions and insufficient cyber literacy.
o The editorial stresses that policing needs better technological adaptation and digital
infrastructure to counter this “new-age crime.”
4. Crimes Against Children:
o Increased by 9.2%, with 96% of offenders known to the victim.
o Indicates a serious social problem within households and institutions.
o Suggests stronger POCSO Act implementation and public awareness on child safety and
consent issues.
5. Crimes Against Women:
o Marginal increase of 0.4%, but dowry-related deaths up 14.9%, reflecting persistent
gender bias and cultural inertia.
o Indicates the need for social sensitization and gender-justice reforms rather than only legal
recourse.
Editorial Analysis:
The article warns that while NCRB data cannot always be compared across states (due to reporting
inconsistencies), national-level trends reveal social fissures — rising cyber vulnerability, tribal
insecurity, and gender violence. It calls for an integrated policing strategy combining technology,
community awareness, and legal reform to address evolving crime patterns.
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Svria’s Foreign Minister visits Lebanon as the two nations seek to rebuild ties

Asyaicd Press
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English Summary:
Syria’s Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shibani visited Beirut, marking the first high-level Syrian visit to
Lebanon since insurgent groups overthrew Bashar al-Assad’s government in 2024. The visit aims to
rebuild strained ties between the two neighbours after decades of tension and historical mistrust.
Key Highlights:

1. Resetting Bilateral Relations:

o Syria and Lebanon are working to normalise relations by addressing long-standing
issues such as the status of missing Lebanese nationals in Syria, border demarcation,
and the return of Syrian refugees.

o Both sides agreed to revive the Lebanese-Syrian Higher Council, created in 1991 but
largely inactive since 2005.

2. Strategic and Political Background:

o Relations deteriorated after Syria’s 29-year military presence in Lebanon (1976-
2005) ended.

o The assassination of Lebanese PM Rafik Hariri (2005) and the opening of the Syrian
Embassy in Beirut (2008) formalised Lebanon’s autonomy.

o The Syrian leadership now seeks to restore ties post the Assad regime’s fall (2024),
focusing on mutual cooperation rather than dominance.

3. Regional Context:

o The move aligns with a broader regional recalibration following Hezbollah's losses in
the recent Israel conflict and Syria’s attempt to reintegrate diplomatically after
isolation.

o The two countries are also engaging on economic cooperation, including the 2022 gas
agreement with Egypt for energy supply through Syrian pipelines to Lebanon’s Deir
Ammar power plant.

4. Refugee Issue:

o Lebanon hosts around 1.5 million Syrian refugees; about 850,000 have returned as of
September 2025.

o Both nations discussed plans for the “dignified and sustainable return” of refugees,
balancing humanitarian and domestic security concerns.

5. Outcome of the Visit:

o Both sides reaffirmed respect for each other’s sovereignty and the intention to
strengthen bilateral mechanisms through official diplomatic channels only.

o The visit marks a symbolic thaw and a possible new chapter in Levant regional
diplomacy after years of turmoil.
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Microfinance loan
defaults surged in
2024-25: Sa-Dhan data

Bihar performed the worst, not only accounting for the highest amounts

of loans outstanding, but also the highest rates of default on these loans

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he rate of delin-
quencies of micro-
finance loans rose

sharply in 2024-25, accord-
ing to the latest report by
microfinance self-regulato-
ry body Sa-Dhan. The per-
centage of microfinance
loans overdue by more
than 30 days increased to
6.2% from 2.1% in 2023-24.

Similarly, the share of
loans more than 90 days
overdue increased to 4.8%
by the end of March 2025
compared with 1.6% in the
previous year.

“Delinquency  levels
have risen across the in-
dustry,” the 2025 edition of
the annual Bharat Microfi-
nance Report by Sa-Dhan
said. “The Portfolio at Risk
(PAR) 30+ days past due
(dpd) surged to 6.2%, up
significantly from 2.1% in
the last financial year.”

‘Bad’ debts

Delinquency levels have risen across the industry, says the
annual Bharat Microfinance Report by Sa-Dhan

= The data showed that rural borrowers

fared the worst in terms of loan repayment bor Al

= Of the 2.3 lakh crore of loans
outstanding for rural customers, 6.4%
were overdue by more than 30 days

= This is compared with 6.1% and 6%
for semi-urban and urban borrowers,

respectively

“State-wise data further
corroborate this upward
trend in delinquency
across the industry,” the
report added.

According to the data,
Bihar had 57,712 crore
worth of microfinance
loans outstanding as of
March-end 2025.

Of these, 7.2% were
more than 30 days overdue
compared with the nation-
al average of 6.2%. About
4.6% of the loans were
overdue by more than 90

days, the conventional
benchmark used to cate-
gorise a loan as a non-per-
forming asset.

The data also showed
that rural borrowers fared
the worst in terms of loan
repayment.

Of the %2.3 lakh crore of
loans outstanding for rural
customers, 6.4% were
overdue by more than 30
days, compared with 6.1%
and 6% for semi-urban and
urban borrowers,
respectively.



English Summary:
The Sa-Dhan Bharat Microfinance Report 2025 highlights a sharp rise in microfinance loan defaults
during FY 2024-25, with Bihar emerging as the worst-performing state both in total loan volume
and default rate.
Key Findings:
1. Delinquency Surge:
o Microfinance loans overdue by more than 30 days rose to 6.2% in 2024-25, up from
2.1% in 2023-24.
o Loans overdue by more than 90 days increased to 4.8% (from 1.6% last year).
o Indicates mounting stress in the rural credit ecosystem post-COVID and amid
inflationary pressures.
2. State-Level Analysis:
o Bihar tops in both outstanding microfinance loans (X57,712 crore) and defaults.
o 7.2% of its loans were overdue by over 30 days, compared to the national average of
6.2%.
o Rural borrowers fared worst — 6.4% delinquency, versus 6.1% (semi-urban) and 6%
(urban) borrowers.
3. Sector-Wide Impact:
o The report attributes rising NPAs to income shocks, poor financial literacy, over-
lending, and climate-related crop loss in rural belts.
o Indicates a worrying trend for Self-Help Groups (SHGs), NBFC-MFIs, and small
borrowers dependent on microcredit.
4. Policy Implications:
o The trend may impact financial inclusion efforts under schemes like PMEGP, NRLM,
and MUDRA.
o (Calls for restructuring of repayment terms, better credit risk monitoring, and
strengthening of microfinance regulation by RBI.
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