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India, U.S. sign pact to enhance defence ties

The framework charts ties across all the defence
domains - land, sea, air, space, and cyberspace

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELI

ndia and the Unieed
l Stares Iave unvesled a

10yvear delence fra
mework, marking a new
phase In thedr  strategic
cooperation almed at “ad
VRGN poacy, securiy,
and stabllity in  the
Indo-Packic”

e “Framework for the
UScIndis Major Defence
Partnership™ was signed
by Defence Minister Rig
math Singh and U.S. Secre
tary of War Pete Hegseth
ot the skdedowes of the 1 2th
ASEAN Defence Ministers
Meeting Plus CADSIM-Plus)
i Kesala Bampur, Malaysia,
on Friday. The develop
memt came amid strained
tes due o Wishingron's
slapping of 507% taritfs oo
Indian goods.

According to the Mints

th Sng

Sealorg the deat

parmership framewark in Kuats Lumpar on Enday. s

reathomed thelr comamit
ment 10 further stremg
thenring the partoessiup.

Progress review
They reviewed ongoing de

Ly ausd techinology collaly
oeations, the Minstry sikd.

Mr. Singh posted on X
“Dedence will remain the
iajor pilkar of our bikiersd
relacions. Our partnership

The India-U.S. partnership will ensure an open,
rules-bound Indo-Pacific region, Singh says on X

hakr hards ot sigring & 10-gear dwfence

Busiding on the 2000
Joint  Primciples for De
fence Cooperation and the
2016 recagnition of Indla
#5 8 Najor Defence Parnes
(MDF), the new framewark

space, mnd cyberspace, a
senior Defence Ministry of
ficial said

The framewnck focuses
on maintaning o free and
open Indo-Paciie, enhand
Ing miteroperabily, and
strengtheniog nuiritnme s
curity to ensure the free
How of commerce, It also
serks to expand coopera
tom  with  like-minded
partners through mechan
1sins such as the Quad, pre-
verit prodferation of wea
pons of mass destruction,
and bolzer defence indus
trial ineonvation  through
wchvanoed techoodogy part
nerships, the official saikl

Both sides had already
lsanched the COMPACT in
Ikarive (Catalyzing Oppor
tunitses for Milltary Part
ership, Accuberated
Cammerce and Technolo
EV) 10 Arive Transionnsitive
charges In key areas of de

on security thrests, deter
comtlicr, and uphold 1he
sovervigey and matonomy
of regionad partners, whike
liyieg the Toundstion e
collective peace and pros
perity in the region.

‘Priority
The LS. Secrvtary of War
on ¥riday refterated that
Indlia remains a priority
partner for Washington In
defence cooperation

In a pust, Mr. Hegseth
stated that the framework
advances the bilateral de
fence partnership, & cor
perstane Tov regional sta
bility and  deterrence
“Wo're  enbancing oo
coordimation, info sharing,
wnd tech cooperation, Our
defense thes have never
been stronger.” he wrote,

The defence fransework
I expected 1o gve unitiod
policy direction to trans

Hegseth says coordination is being stepped up,
and defence ties have never been stronger

The Minstry further
sad than Indila and the US
oontiene 1o expand thir
duteno relationship
through  regular  military
Ineedligence
sharing, industrial callabo-
rathon, and jodnt mechan
Isms for straseyic coordimna
thon with regonsl  and
ghobal partners,

The meeting on Fridin
included delegation-level
discussions  followed by
ope-crrone  interaction
between the two beaders

In May this year, Mr
Singh and Mr.  Hegseth
hald & telephonkc conver
sation to review ool
d upcoming Imitatives
mmed at strengthening de-
lence cooperution. During
that exchange, Mr. Hegseth
Tl Irnvisedt My, Siogh 1o v
sit the LS. for lo-person
discussons to advance bi-
lateral defence ties. Mr.

FATOEes,

try of Defence, both sides
appeeciated the contsuing
mamentam in bilseral de-

fence  coaperation

fence  engagements, ad  is critical for ensuring 3 charts 2 109var road nmp  fence coopesation form and expand the part Singh's planned vise m Aw

dressed emmerging chal  free, open, and nuks o deepen collaboraion The new framewock un nership between the two  gust was, however, post
lenges, and  discesed bound Indo-Pacific  acruss 2l defence dommains  derscores @ shared indent countries over the nest de- pooed amid tarifrebaed
and  progress in defence mdus: reglon” land, munitene, air,  to respond jointdy to com  cade, the Minkstry added. developmenss.

English Summary:
India and the United States have signed a 10-year defence framework agreement to strengthen
strategic cooperation across all defence domains — land, sea, air, space, and cyberspace.

The agreement,

titled “Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defence Partnership,” was signed between

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth on the sidelines of the 12th
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

This new framework aims to advance peace, security, and stability in the Indo-Pacific region, while
expanding collaboration in military technology, industrial production, and intelligence sharing.

Key Highlights:

Parameter

Details

Agreement Title Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defence Partnership

Duration
Signed By
Venue
Purpose
Focus Regions

10 years

Rajnath Singh (India) & Pete Hegseth (U.S.)

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (ADMM-Plus 2025)

Strengthen strategic, technological, and operational defence cooperation
Indo-Pacific, ASEAN, QUAD partnerships

Core Objectives of the Framework:
1. Deepen Bilateral Defence Cooperation

@)
O

Strengthen joint military exercises, intelligence sharing, and maritime security.
Promote defence innovation and technology transfers.

2. Enhance Indo-Pacific Stability

@)
@)

Maintain a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Deter threats from common adversaries and preserve regional autonomy and
sovereignty.

3. Expand Industrial & Technological Collaboration

)
@)

Boost joint research, co-production, and co-development of advanced defence systems.
Build upon earlier agreements such as COMPACT Initiative (Catalyzing Opportunities for
Military-Technology Partnership) and Accelerated Commerce and Technology



Partnership (ACTP).
4. Interoperability & Strategic Integration
o Facilitate joint operations and compatibility among armed forces.
o Strengthen the role of the Quad (India, U.S., Japan, Australia) in regional security.

Historical Context:
Year Milestone Description
2013 Jjoint Principles for Defence Cooperation Laid foundation for military cooperation.

India recognized as a Major Defence

2016 Partner (MDP)

Gave India access to U.S. defence technology.

Enhanced logistics, intelligence, and geospatial

2020s COMCASA, BECA, LEMOA Agreements :
cooperation.

Deepens collaboration in emerging domains — space, Al,

2025 New 10-Year Framework
and cyber warfare.

Strategic Significance:

e For India:

o Access to cutting-edge defence technology and joint manufacturing under Make in
India-Defence.

o Strengthened deterrence in the Indo-Pacific amid China’s assertiveness.
o Greater intelligence cooperation and maritime domain awareness.

e Forthe U.S.:
o Reinforces India’s role as a key security partner in the Indo-Pacific.
o Enhances regional counterbalance against China.
o Facilitates secure logistics and interoperability with the Indian military.

Defence Domains Covered:
Domain Focus Area

Land Joint training, army-to-army cooperation

Sea Maritime domain awareness, anti-piracy ops

Air Advanced aircraft collaboration, aerial exercises
Space Satellite intelligence and secure communications

Cyberspace Cyber defence, data protection, Al integration

Statements from Officials:

Rajnath Singh:

“Defence will remain the major pillar of our bilateral relations. Our partnership is critical for ensuring a
free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific region.”

Pete Hegseth:

“We're enhancing our coordination, info sharing, and tech cooperation. Our defence ties have never been
stronger.”

Broader Geopolitical Implications:
e Reinforces India’s status as a “Priority Defence Partner” for Washington.
e Strengthens India’s hand within the Quad, ASEAN, and Indo-Pacific frameworks.
e Promotes deterrence against Chinese maritime expansion and unilateral militarization in the
South China Sea.
e Advances collective prosperity, maritime freedom, and regional resilience.

Key Mechanisms Included:
e Annual 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue continuation.



¢ Joint Intelligence Sharing Network creation.

e Military-industrial partnerships for drones, naval vessels, and Al warfare systems.

¢ Technology Transfer & Co-Development under the iCET (Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technologies).
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper Relevance

India-U.S. Defence Cooperation GS Paper 2 Bilateral Relations, Strategic Ties
Indo-Pacific & Quad GS Paper 2 International Groupings

Defence Technology Transfer GS Paper 3 Indigenous Defence Manufacturing
Maritime Security GS Paper 3 Regional & Global Security Issues

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“India’s growing strategic partnership with the U.S. reflects a shift from non-alignment to multi-alignment.
Discuss how the 10-year defence framework will impact India’s security architecture and regional diplomacy.”
(250 words - GS Paper 2)



‘Probe agencies cannot force
lawyers to reveal client info’

The CJIHed Bench of the SC records that lawyers were not at the beck-and-call of probe agencies;

it says their ability to protect their clients without fear was part of their fundamental rights

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tin a judgment on
Friday held that in-

vestigating agencies can-
not summon lawyers and
coerce them to disclose
any professional communi-
cation made in confidence
with their clients.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai said com-
pelling a lawyer to prejud-
ice his or her own client,
without the latter’s con-
sent or knowledge,
amounted to an “outrage-
ous” infringement of the
client’s constitutional right
against self-incrimination
under Article 20(3) of the
Constitution.

“The facts and circum-
stances of a crime commit-
ted, or an FIR registered, is
not to be elicited from the
advocate who represents
the accused, which again is
a reflection of the abject
failure of the investigating
agency. It is for the investi-
gator to obtain indepen-
dent evidence of the culpa-
bility of the accused. The
position of trust the advo-
cate occupies vis-a-vis his
client cannot be put to test

English Summary:

The position of trust the advocate
occupies vis-a-vis his client cannot be put

to test by an attempt to breach the professional
confidence, under Section 132 —
[of Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam],

which has reflections of the

constitutional protection against m

self-incrimination

SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT

Eoa

)1 [

by an attempt to breach
the professional confi-
dence, conferred with a so-
lemn privilege under Sec-
tion 132; which has
reflections of the constitu-
tional protection against
self-incrimination,” Justice
K. Vinod Chandran, who
authored the judgment for
the Bench also comprising

Justice N.V. Anjaria,
observed.
Lawyer-client privilege

The judgment recorded
that lawyers were not at
the beck-and-call of probe
agencies. Their ability to
protect their clients with-
out fear was part of their
fundamental rights under
Article 19(1)(g) and Article
21 of the Constitution, cou-
pled with the provisions of
the Advocates Act, 1961.

The court said lawyer-
client privilege was pro-
tected in Section 132 of the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhini-
yam (BSA) of 2023, which
mandates that an advocate
cannot be coerced into re-
vealing any information
with respect to the client
he represents or the cause
he is engaged to prosecute
or defend. The exceptions
to this rule are clear. The
confidentiality of the la-
wyer-client communica-
tion can be waived only
with the consent of the
client or if it was in furthe-
rance of an illegal purpose
or a if a crime or fraud is
committed as a result.

The judgment was
based on a suo motu case
registered by the Supreme
Court after two senior ad-
vocates were summoned

by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) for legal advice
they gave their clients. The
Bar had risen up in unison
against the ED, which had
quickly withdrawn the
summons. In fact, even the
Attorney-General and the
Solicitor-General had high-
lighted that the such sum-
mons by investigative
agencies affect a large body
of advocates in the country
“whose voice is the voice
of the victim, the accused,
the marginalised and the
downtrodden”.

The court held that in-
vestigating or prosecuting
agencies or the police can-
not directly summon a la-
wyer to elicit the details of
the case, unless there was
something the investigat-
ing officer had knowledge
of, which fell under the ex-
ceptions [of Section 132].
In such cases, the excep-
tion had to be specifically
mentioned in the
summons.

The court made it clear
that summons issued
against a lawyer by a probe
officer should be approved
by a superior officer not
below the rank of a Supe-
rintendent of Police,
whose satisfaction has to
be recorded in writing.

The Supreme Court of India, in a landmark judgment led by Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud,
ruled that investigating agencies cannot compel lawyers to disclose confidential communications
with their clients, reaffirming the principle of lawyer-client privilege as a part of the right to legal
representation and personal liberty.
The three-judge bench, headed by CJI B.R. Gavai, held that forcing an advocate to reveal client information
amounts to an “outrageous infringement” of constitutional protections under Article 20(3)



(protection against self-incrimination) and Article 19(1)(g) (freedom to practice any profession).

Key Judgment Facts:

Parameter Details

Bench . CJI B.R. Gavai, Justice V.K. Chandran, Justice N.V. Anjaria

Composition

Provision . . .

Involved Section 132 of the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023

Issue Whether investigating agencies (like ED, CBI, etc.) can summon lawyers to disclose
client information

Verdict No. Such coercion violates constitutional and professional privileges

Doctrine Involved Lawyer-Client Privilege & Right Against Self-Incrimination

What the Supreme Court Said:
“The position of trust the advocate occupies vis-a-vis his client cannot be put to test by an attempt to
breach professional confidence under Section 132, which has reflections of the constitutional protection
against self-incrimination.”
Core Observations:

e Lawyers are not at the beck and call of probe agencies.

e Their ability to protect clients without fear is an integral part of fundamental rights.

e The professional communication between lawyer and client enjoys constitutional protection.

Background of the Case:
e The case originated when Enforcement Directorate (ED) issued summons to several lawyers
seeking information related to their clients’ cases.
e The Bar Council and Attorney General opposed the move, stating it would undermine the
independence of the legal profession.
e The ED later withdrew the summons, but the Supreme Court took up the issue suo motu (on its
own) to clarify the law.

Key Legal Provision: Section 132, Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023
Provision Explanation

Section Prohibits an advocate from being compelled to disclose communications made in confidence
132(1) by a client during the course of employment.

Exception Disclosure may be allowed only if the communication was made in furtherance of an
Clause illegal purpose, or if the lawyer observed a crime committed post-consultation.

Thus, general disclosure to probe agencies without client consent or legal justification is prohibited.

Key Constitutional Provisions Invoked:

Article Provision Relevance

Article Freedom to practice any y . )

19(1)(g) profession Lawyer’s independence in professional conduct

Article 20(3) .Prot_ec'_clon.agamst self- .Law.yers ca_mnot b_e fo.rced to reveal information
incrimination incriminating their clients

Article 21 Right to life and liberty Ensures fair legal representation and confidentiality

Broader Implications:
e Strengthens professional ethics and trust between lawyer and client.
e Restrains agencies like ED, CBI, NIA, IT Dept. from harassing advocates.
e Upholds independence of the Bar, a pillar of justice under Article 50 (Separation of Judiciary from
Executive).



e Reinforces that legal privilege # immunity, but confidentiality is inviolable except for unlawful
acts.

Important Quotes from the Judgment:

“It is for the investigator to independently establish the culpability of the accused. The lawyer’s role is to
defend, not to incriminate.”

“Compelling a lawyer to prejudice his own client’s defence strikes at the heart of justice.”

Ethical and Legal Context:
e Advocates Act, 1961 - Section 126: Prohibits advocates from disclosing client communications.
e Bar Council of India Rules: Recognizes confidentiality as a professional duty.
e International Parallels:
o UK: Legal Professional Privilege under common law.
o U.S.: Attorney-Client Privilege under Federal Rules of Evidence.
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper Relevance

Lawyer-Client Privilege GS Paper 2 Polity & Judiciary
Fundamental Rights GS Paper 2 Article 19, 20 & 21
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 GS Paper 2 Legislative & Legal Reforms
Judicial Independence GS Paper 2 Ethics & Legal Profession

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“Discuss the constitutional and ethical significance of lawyer—client privilege in safeguarding the right to fair
trial and the independence of the legal profession.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)



Indian Railways to patronise
Aabhar’ online store in a bid
to encourage local artisans

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

In a bid to promote local
talent, the Indian Railways
will patronise the newly
launched ‘Aabhar’ online
store that will showcase a
range of exquisite gift items
manufactured by indige-
nous tribes, handloom
weavers and others com-
ing under the ambit of One
District One Product
(ODOP) and Geographical
Indication (GI) products.

The online store hosted
by the Government e-Mar-
ketplace (GeM) sources gift
items exclusively from the
Central Cottage Industries
Emporium (CCIE), Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), and
various Central and State
Handicraft and Handloom
Emporiums.

Promoted with the ‘Vo-
cal for Local’ campaign,
the store would offer a va-

English Summary:

The store would offer a variety
of traditional crafts that could
be used in official events.

riety of articles and ham-
pers that could be used in
official events, ceremo-
nies, and functions. The
objective is to promote so-
cial inclusion and encour-
age local artisans and tradi-
tional industries.

Promote rich heritage

Sharing details of the web-
site and liaison officers to
facilitate the purchase, the
Railway Board referred to a

note issued by the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, GeM,
which stated that the pur-
pose of the initiative was al-
so to promote India’s rich
heritage through han-
dlooms, handicrafts, arti-
sanal goods, etc., by pro-
viding market access to
local artisans, rural entre-
preneurs and women-led
enterprises. The GeM is
aimed at supporting a sus-
tainable and inclusive eco-
nomic development.

To provide a market for
local/ indigenous products
and create additional in-
come opportunities for the
marginalised sections of
society, the railways
launched ‘One Station One
Product’ (OSOP) scheme
over its network a few
years ago where articles,
like artefacts made by indi-
genous tribes, handlooms
by local weavers, and han-
dicrafts like chikankari
were showcased.

In a move to promote local artisans, handloom weavers, and traditional industries, the Indian
Railways will patronise the newly launched ‘Aabhar’ online store, hosted on the Government e-

Marketplace (GeM).

This initiative aims to showcase and market indigenous products such as One District One Product
(ODOP) and Geographical Indication (GI) items produced by tribal communities, handicraft workers,



and rural entrepreneurs.
The project aligns with the government’s ‘Vocal for Local’ and Atmanirbhar Bharat initiatives, ensuring
social inclusion and providing artisans with sustainable income opportunities.

Key Facts:
Parameter
Platform
Launched By
Supported By

Collaborating
Agencies

Objective

Motto

Details

‘Aabhar’ Online Store (under GeM)
Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
Indian Railways

Central Cottage Industries Emporium (CCIE), Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC), Central & State Handloom Emporia

Promote ODOP, GI-tagged products, handicrafts, and handlooms for official and
ceremonial gifting

“Vocal for Local” & “Atmanirbhar Bharat”

Objectives of the Initiative:
1. Promote Local Heritage & Handicrafts
o Provide an e-platform for traditional crafts, handlooms, and artisanal goods.
o Highlight India’s cultural diversity through gifting items in official events.
2. Support Local Artisans & Women Entrepreneurs
o Offer direct market access to indigenous artisans, rural entrepreneurs, and women-led
enterprises.
o Reduce intermediaries to enhance profit margins for creators.
3. Encourage Sustainable & Inclusive Development
o Promote environmentally friendly products.
o Ensure economic participation of marginalized and tribal communities.
4. Strengthen ODOP and GI Branding
o Boost products identified under One District One Product (ODOP).
o Create nationwide visibility for GI-tagged crafts like Banarasi silk, Madhubani art,
Chikankari, etc.

Key Features of ‘Aabhar’ Store:

Feature

Product Range
Usage

Source Agencies
Target Users
Promotion Drive

Description

Handlooms, handicrafts, tribal artifacts, Khadi items, GI products
Gifting, ceremonies, official functions

CCIE, KVIC, Handicraft & Handloom Emporia

Government departments, PSUs, and citizens

Under ‘Vocal for Local’ campaign

Market Accessibility Through GeM - India’s e-Marketplace for government procurement

Broader Economic & Cultural Implications:
¢ Boost to Rural Economy:
Provides a direct e-commerce market for village industries and small producers.
e Employment Generation:
Creates livelihood opportunities for tribal artisans, weavers, and micro-entrepreneurs.
e Cultural Revival:
Encourages preservation of traditional art forms such as Phulkari, Kalamkari, Warli, Madhubani,

etc.

¢ Government Procurement Reforms:
Encourages ministries and PSUs to purchase locally made official gifts rather than imported

items.



Linked Initiatives:

Scheme/Initiative Objective

One District One Product (ODOP) Promote district-specific crafts and products

GeM (Government e-Marketplace) Digital platform for transparent procurement
Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC) Promote rural industries and self-employment

GI Tag (Geographical Indication) Protect and promote region-specific products

‘One Station One Product’ Scheme Promote indigenous goods through Railway stations

Relation to ‘One Station One Product’ (OSOP):
e Launched by Indian Railways to market local products at railway stations.
e The Aabhar initiative complements OSOP by providing an online sales platform for the same
categories of products.
e Together, these efforts bridge offline and online markets, increasing artisans’ reach.

Administrative Note (as per GeM):
e The initiative supports India’s rich cultural heritage and inclusive economic growth.
e The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of GeM noted that the move promotes rural
entrepreneurship and women-led MSMEs.
e Italsointegrates GeM’s goal of sustainable procurement and local manufacturing in public
institutions.
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper Relevance

Promotion of Local Artisans & Handicrafts GS Paper 1 Culture & Handicrafts

Inclusive Economic Growth GS Paper 3 Employment, MSMEs

e-Governance (GeM) GS Paper 2 Digital Governance

ODOP & GI Tag GS Paper 3 Regional Development, Make in India

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“Discuss how initiatives like the ‘Aabhar’ online store and One Station One Product (OSOP) scheme contribute
to promoting India’s cultural heritage while ensuring inclusive economic growth.”

(250 words - GS Paper 3)



Chinese check

China has entrenched itself as
the world's foremost factory

hile there may be much relief after
w the détente in the tariff war between
China and the U.S., in Busan, South
Korea, following the meeting between U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his Chinese counterpart
Xi Jinping, the uneasy truce has laid bare a struc-
tural inversion of power between the two econo-
mies. What began in the 1980s as a reluctant em-
brace of World Bank/IMF-prescribed neoliberal
reforms by an overwhelmingly agrarian China,
has now evolved into an unimaginable assertion
of industrial dominance. A nation that once bar-
tered sovereignty for technology transfer and
market access has, through patient accumulation
of manufacturing depth, labour arbitrage, and
global supply-chain integration, positioned itself
as the indispensable node of world production.
The irony is sharp. The U.S., whose export and
technology corporations once defined global
trade cycles, now finds its four-year political
rhythms ill-suited to contest a rival that plans in
decades. The concessions Mr. Trump has extend-
ed to Mr. Xi include some reductions in tariffs, a
pause on additions to the “no-trade list” of Chi-
nese firms, and a partial rollback on levies linked
to the fentanyl supply-chain dispute. China has
promised resumption of purchase of American
farm products, particularly soybean, and an eas-
ing of export restrictions on critical minerals.
America’s tariff offensives since Mr. Trump’s
first term in 2017 did yield some numerical op-
tics. U.S. goods trade deficit with China narrowed
by roughly 30%. But economists across the spec-
trum agree that this was less a triumph of re-in-
dustrialisation than a diversion of trade flows.
The deficit was largely re-routed through near-
shoring and friend-shoring: Mexico, Vietnam and
parts of ASEAN became new intermediaries for
supply chains once centred in China. Meanwhile,
China’s exporters diversified markets and adjust-
ed prices, while the tariffs’ direct burden was
borne mostly by U.S. importers and consumers.
The human geography of the impact was asym-
metric: in the U.S., retaliatory Chinese tariffs tar-
geted farm-belt commodities, hurting those very
rural constituencies that powered Mr. Trump’s
rise. Federal subsidies softened the blow, but on-
ly temporarily. In China, the pain was concentrat-
ed in export-processing hubs such as Guangdong
and Suzhou, where migrant and urban workers
in electronics, semiconductor, and smartphone
assembly absorbed the shock. Yet, the political
fallout remained contained, cushioned by Beij-
ing’s domestic-stimulus measures and its “dual-
circulation” strategy of inward and outward reba-
lancing. This trade war has thus underscored a
decisive shift: the U.S. remains the world’s largest
consumer market, but China has entrenched it-
self as the world’s foremost factory with global
leverage over intermediate goods, high-end tech-
nology and critical minerals.




English Summary:

Following a détente in the U.S.-China trade war during the Trump-Xi meeting in Busan, the article
highlights how China has emerged as the world’s industrial superpower—transforming from an
agrarian economy into a global manufacturing hub.

Despite U.S. tariff offensives and decoupling attempts, China continues to dominate global supply chains,
thanks to its manufacturing depth, labor cost advantage, industrial clusters, and state-backed
resilience. The U.S., once the leader of global trade and technology, now faces structural constraints in
challenging China’s industrial dominance.

Evolution of China’s Industrial Dominance:
Phase Period Key Development

1980s-  Adoption of World Bank-IMF-backed neoliberal reforms; SEZs under

Early Reforms 1990s Deng Xiaoping; focus on export-led growth.

Integration into global value chains (post-WTO accession, 2001); mass

Industrial Expansion 2000s labor migration to urban hubs like Guangdong and Suzhou.

High-Tech 2010s-  Shift from low-cost assembly to high-tech manufacturing (electronics,
Transformation 2020s semiconductors, solar, EVs); “Made in China 2025” policy.

Causes of China’s Manufacturing Supremacy:

1. Massive Manufacturing Base:
Cumulative investment in industrial capacity and supply chains since the 1980s.

2. Labour Cost Advantage:
Lower wages and productivity-based efficiency made China cost-competitive globally.

3. Export-Oriented Industrial Clusters:
Cities like Guangdong, Shenzhen, and Suzhou became hubs for electronics, semiconductors, and
smartphone assembly.

4. Infrastructure & Logistics Power:
Unparalleled logistics, ports, and digital supply-chain integration.

5. “Dual Circulation” Policy:
Economic model balancing domestic demand with export orientation, enhancing resilience to
global shocks.

6. Strategic State Intervention:
Beijing’s industrial subsidies, R&D spending, and tech localization policies (A], robotics,
renewable energy) ensured continued competitiveness.

Impact of the U.S.-China Tariff War:
o Initial Context:
U.S. imposed heavy tariffs in 2018-19, targeting $360 billion worth of Chinese goods under
Trump’s “America First” policy.
¢ Outcomes:
o Trade Deficit:
U.S. trade deficit with China reduced by ~30%, but the shift was mostly trade diversion—
production moved to Vietnam, Mexico, and ASEAN.
o Economic Burden:
Tariffs hurt U.S. consumers and importers more than Chinese manufacturers.
o Sectoral Effects:
Chinese tariffs retaliated against U.S. farm exports, particularly soybeans.
o Resilience:
China absorbed shocks via domestic stimulus and market diversification (exporting to
Global South).

Key Observations:
e Despite U.S. sanctions and restrictions, China has:



o Maintained control over global supply chains in electronics, solar panels, rare earths, and
EV batteries.
o Retained technological depth and economies of scale.
o Strengthened geo-economic leverage through critical mineral supply control and
semiconductor value chains.
e U.S. faces internal challenges:
o Political cycles, divided policy focus, and an overdependence on Chinese manufacturing

intermediates.
o Attempts to “reshore” industries have had limited success due to cost and infrastructure
gaps.
Broader Economic Implications:
Aspect U.S. China
Industrial Policy Tariff-based, reactive Strategic, long-term state-led planning
Trade Deficit Management Temporary reduction Global supply-chain reorientation
Economic Structure Post-industrial, service-based Industrial, export-driven
Resilience Strategy Friend-shoring, alliances Dual circulation, diversification

Geopolitical and Strategic Dimensions:
e The “Chinese Check” illustrates a shift in global power balance—from U.S.-led globalization to
China-centered production networks.
e China’s manufacturing sovereignty gives it strategic leverage in areas like:
o Semiconductors
o Rare earth minerals
o EV and battery manufacturing
o Pharmaceutical ingredients
e The U.S’s “Chip 4 alliance” and Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) aim to counter this
dominance, but China’s entrenched infrastructure remains unmatched.

Key Terms & Concepts:

Term Meaning
Dual Circulation Chinese model promoting internal consumption and external exports
Strategy simultaneously.
Labour Arbitrage Shifting production to regions with cheaper labor to reduce costs.

. e Decline of manufacturing in developed economies like the U.S. due to
Deindustrialisation .

outsourcing.

Ei(l;(‘)/l::a;l Value Chain International network linking production, assembly, and trade.
Analytical Insight:

China’s rise marks a historic inversion—from a peripheral agrarian economy to the core of global
industrial capitalism.

Its control over supply chains and critical inputs has transformed it into a “systemic power”, redefining
globalization itself.

The U.S. remains a consumer and innovation superpower, but China now dominates production,
logistics, and export ecosystems—a distinction with profound geopolitical implications.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“Despite the U.S. efforts to decouple global trade, China continues to dominate manufacturing and supply

chains. Discuss the economic and strategic implications of China’s emergence as the world’s foremost factory.”
(250 words - GS Paper 2 / GS Paper 3)

The case for a board of peace and sustainable security

he tension between the ideals of the

United Nations (UN) and the striscture

created to uphold them has rarely

been as evident as it is today as the
organisation commemorates the 80th
anniversary of its founding. Designed to prevent
catastrophic war, the UN Security Council (UNSC)
still reacts to confiict but no longer sustains
peace. Across continents, conflices endure for
years without resolution not only because they
are complex hut also because the international
system abandons political engagement too soon.
Peace agreements falter, Transitlons stall.
Diplomacy, rather than being an ongoing process,
has becoime a form of crisis theatre -activated too
late and withdrawn too early.

This problem is not simply about political
divisions. It is abour institutional design. The UN
has no dedicated body to nuaintain political
accompaniment once violence slows and
mediation efforts fade, The UNSC authorises
action bt s structurally episodic. Peacekeeplng
missions stabilise ground conditions but are
seldom equipped with a political strategy. The
Peacebullding Commission, though a valuable
Initiative, lacks the mandate and the suthority o
engage during active political transitions. The UN
loses continuity. It loses context. It Joses
momentum, It forgets.

Structural reform of the UNSC s necessary and
long overdue, But waiting for such reform as a
precondition for all institutional innovation is a
srategic mistake. Functional reform - reform
thsat strengthens the UNs ability to act now, using
powers that already exist under the Charter - is
both possible and urgent. The UN General
Assembly, under Arvicle 22, has the authority to
establish new subsidiary bodies to carry out s
work, it has used this power before. It can use it
again,

A clearly defined space

A ‘Board of Peace and Sustainable Security”
would A1 the institutional void that now
undermines conflict resolution, it wouk! not
challenge the primacy of the UNSC in matters of
International peace and security. It would not
intrude into the sovereign affairs of states. it
would not undertake early-warning or
pre-condlict intervention - areas that raise real
political concerns for many countries. Instead, it
would oocupy a clearly defined space: providing
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structured political engagement during and after
conflict, where today the UN presence dissipates.
Its tools would be political rather than
coercive: relnforcing nationally-led dinlogue,
aocompanying peace agreement implementation,
coordinating regional diplomatic initiatives and
ensuring that peacekeeping operations are tied 1o
achievable political pathwarys rather than
becoming indefinite hokling missions, it woukl
work In coordination with the UN
Secretary-General and the UNSC, subsume the
Peacebutiding Commission (PBC) and help align
UN peacekeeplng and peacebullding strategies
with political outcomes. It would not challenge
UNSC authority, or duplicate or encroach on the
Secretary-General’s prerogatives under Artiche 99,

Keep it representative

The credibility of such a body would depend,
above all, on who sits at the table. it nust be
representative but not unwiekly, That means no
elite club, but no open forum either, A rotating
membership of about two dozen states, elected
by the UN General Assembly for fixed terms,
would ensure balance and renewal. Reglonal
distribution woudd be formally guaranteed, with
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and West Asla each carrying weight.

Crucially, regional organisations would not be
observers, but participants, reflecting the reality
that peace is shaped as much in Addis Ababa,
Jakarta and Brasilia as in New York. Power woudd
not be inherited through permanent seats, nor
paralysed by vetoes. The board would be built
not on peivilege but participation. Agenda items
would be intraduced only by a UN memberstate,
a reglonal organisation or the UN
Secretury-General. There would be no civil
sockety voting role, although they may have
consultative participation.

The concept of sustainable security Is essentlal
here, It recognises that lasting peace cannot be
maintained by security arrangements alone
Stability enclures when political agreements are
gradually Jegitimised through governance,
nclusion and responsible keadership, Sustainable
security is not preventive intervention by another
Tulme; it respects sovereignty and emerges from
negotiated settlements implemented over tme
rather than imposed solutions. It links security o
political reality (sustainable security combines
conflict management with long-term paolitical

stability by aligning peace effores with
governance, development and regional
cooperation. It avoids the intervention risks
assoclated with “preventive security” and
reinforces nationally Jed approaches).

Style of functioning

The baard would not be another forum for
general statements, It would be a working
Institution. It woudd stay engaged where others
withdraw. It would track commitments long after
the spotlight maoves on. It would prevent
Institutional memory from dissolving between
mandate renewals. [t would reduce the drift that
has become commaon in long-running UN
engagements. [t would give political shape to
international presence when peace is young and

Tts mandate would be modest in appearance
but consequential in practice. It would bring a
disciplined form of political accompaniment into
the heart of the UN system. It would baild
continuity without expansionism, coordination
without confrontation. It would reassure states
that sovereggnty is protected and reassure
societies thar peace will not be abandoned at the
first difficulty.

UN reform has been discussed for too long In
absolute terms. Either one accepts the system as
it is or insists on rewriting it entirely. This isa
false chosce. Institutions do not survive by
remaining unchanged; they survive by evolving
responsibly. The *Board of Peace and Sustainable
Security’ would not solve all thae adls the
multifateral system, But it would correct one of its
most damsaging weaknesses: the absence of
paliical continuity in the journey from war to
peace.

Reform does not always require new doctrine
Sametimes, it requires remembering first
principles. Peace must be sustained. Polirical
commitments must be accompanied. Diplomacy
must be disciplined. Institutions must be built not
for moments but for processes. The UN once
understood this. It can understand it again -if it
chooses to innovate where it still can, The ‘BPSS'
will not redistribute geopolitical power bt would
improve the UN's ability to manage conflict
responsibly. This Is where meaningful reform can
begin.

The wews expresaad are povsonad

Former Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao argues for the creation of a “Board of Peace and Sustainable
Security” (BPSS) under the United Nations, to restore the organization’s founding mission — preventing
wars, sustaining peace, and managing transitions from conflict to stability.
As the UN turns 80, she highlights that the UN Security Council (UNSC) is outdated: it reacts to conflicts
but cannot sustain peace due to structural and political design flaws. The proposed BPSS would provide



continuous political engagement, conflict mediation, and coordination of peacebuilding efforts,
ensuring that peace processes do not collapse after temporary ceasefires.

Context and Rationale:
e The UN Security Council, created post-World War II, was designed to prevent global wars.
However, in the 21st century, it has failed to resolve protracted conflicts (e.g., Ukraine, Gaza,
Sudan, Syria).
e The UN Peacebuilding Commission exists but lacks mandate and continuity, as it cannot
intervene during political transitions.
¢ Diplomatic engagement often ends prematurely, leaving nations vulnerable to relapse into conflict.
Thus, the global system needs a new institution for sustained engagement and peace management
beyond reactive crisis control.

The Problem:
Issue Explanation

The UNSC is limited by veto powers and rigid procedures, making it slow

Structural Inefficiency to act

Peace missions and mediations end too early; political processes lose

Lack of Continuity momentum

No Political Accompaniment The UN has no institutional framework to sustain peace after ceasefires
Body or transitions.

Lessons from past peace processes fade away, leading to repetition of

Institutional Amnesia .
failures.

The Proposal - Board of Peace and Sustainable Security (BPSS):
Objective:
To act as a permanent political body within the UN that ensures sustained engagement before, during,
and after conflicts — complementing rather than replacing the Security Council.
Functions:
e Engage in preventive diplomacy and structured political dialogue.
¢ Reinforce regional peace mechanisms and coordinate with organizations like the African Union,
ASEAN, and EU.
e Oversee peace transitions — ensuring continuity between ceasefires, reconstruction, and
reconciliation.
e Monitor and align UN peacekeeping and peacebuilding missions.
e Address root causes of instability like inequality, climate insecurity, and political exclusion.

Proposed Structure:

Aspect Details
Composition ~24 rotating members selected by the UN General Assembly for fixed terms.
. Equitable regional distribution (Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, Caribbean, West
Representation )
Asia).
. Operates under UN Secretary-General’s guidance but remains independent of UNSC veto
Leadership power

Participation Regional organizations (e.g., AU, ASEAN, EU) participate as partners, not observers.

Decision

Process Based on consultation and cooperation, not privilege or permanent seats.

Purpose and Benefits:
Purpose Benefit
Ensure political continuity post-conflict Avoid relapse into violence



Purpose Benefit
Coordinate global & regional peacebuilding Align international and local priorities

Institutionalize lessons learned Preserve institutional memory
Reduce UNSC overload Shift focus from reactive to preventive diplomacy
Promote inclusivity & balance Give equal voice to developing nations

Key Features:
e Permanent political engagement: Not ad hoc missions but a standing institutional process.
¢ Inclusive representation: Equal voice for Global South and regional blocs.
e Conflict prevention mandate: Active before crises escalate.
¢ Integration with development goals: Links peace with SDGs, climate security, and economic

stability.

¢ Gender-sensitive and youth-inclusive diplomacy: Ensures generational balance in
peacebuilding.

Why It's Needed Now:

e The UNSC has become reactive, often gridlocked due to P5 rivalries (U.S., China, Russia, UK.,
France).

e Conflicts like Ukraine-Russia, Gaza, Sudan, Yemen reveal the UN’s paralysis in ensuring lasting
peace.

e The rise of multipolarity requires broader, non-hegemonic structures for dialogue.
e Peace today must also address climate crises, inequality, and migration, beyond traditional
military terms.

Proposed Model of Functioning:

Stage BPSS Role

Pre-Conflict Early warning, mediation, preventive diplomacy.

During Conflict  Coordination with peacekeeping, sanctions, and humanitarian missions.
Post-Conflict Oversee reconstruction, institutional reforms, and reconciliation.
Transition Period Maintain engagement until stable governance returns.

Benefits for India and the Global South:
e Offers greater participation for developing nations in global peace mechanisms.
e Reduces dependence on UNSC-dominated structures.
¢ Enables India to lead peace diplomacy consistent with its “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” ethos.
e Positions India as a key player in shaping reformed multilateralism.

Challenges Ahead:
1. Resistance from P5 members fearing dilution of UNSC authority.
2. Overlapping jurisdiction with the Peacebuilding Commission.
3. Funding and administrative restructuring of the UN.
4. Balancing representation between regions and political blocs.

1 Strategic Insight:

“The UN must evolve from crisis management to crisis prevention.”

The BPSS would institutionalize long-term peace engagement, transforming peacekeeping into peace-
sustaining diplomacy.

It would mark a shift from the 20th-century model of military deterrence to a 21st-century model of
cooperative, sustainable security.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“The UN Security Council was designed for a world that no longer exists. Critically discuss the proposal for a
‘Board of Peace and Sustainable Security’ as a pathway to reimagining global governance.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)

IKEA parent makes renewable
energy investment in India

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Ingka Investments, the in-
vestment arm of Ingka
Group, the largest IKEA re-
tailer, said it has made a
100% stake investment in a
subsidy-free 210 MWp solar
project located in Bikaner,
Rajasthan, India as part of
it’s 1,000 crore invest-
ment plan in renewable
energy in India.

Ready to build

The solar project has
reached ready-to-build sta-
tus and construction will
start shortly. Start of opera-
tions is scheduled in De-
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Going green: The new solar project in India will produce 380 GWh
of renewable energy annually. REUTERS

cember 2026. The total ex-
pected production is 380
GWh per year, the compa-
ny said.

Frederik de Jong, head
of renewable energy at Ing-

ka Investments, said: “This
is a milestone acquisition
for us - it marks the first re-
newable energy invest-
ment for Ingka Invest-
ments in India - a country

of outmost importance
both for IKEA retail and
the IKEA supply chain.”

“The new solar project
in India will produce 380
GWh of renewable energy
annually more than
enough to power our grow-
ing retail, shopping centre,
and distribution opera-
tions. It’s a big step in mak-
ing our retail business in
India more sustainable, ef-
ficient, and future-ready,”
he said. As part of a global
commitment, €7.5 billion
has been committed to
support 100% renewable
energy consumption
across the value chain and
beyond by 2030.

Ingka Investments, the investment arm of Ingka Group, the parent company of IKEA, has made a 100%
stake investment in a 210 MWp solar power project in Bikaner, Rajasthan.
This forms part of its ¥1,000 crore renewable energy investment plan in India — a major step towards
IKEA’s global goal of achieving 100% renewable energy use across operations by 2030.

The solar project, expected to produce 380 GWh of renewable power annually, will play a crucial role in
making IKEA’s operations in India more sustainable, efficient, and energy independent.

Key Facts:



Parameter Details

Investor Ingka Investments (IKEA’s parent company investment arm)
Project Type 210 MWp Solar Power Plant
Location Bikaner, Rajasthan

Investment Amount 1,000 crore
Annual Energy Output 380 GWh (Gigawatt-hours)

Project Status Ready-to-build; expected to start operation by December 2026
Ownership 100% stake by Ingka Investments

Global Target 100% renewable energy consumption across IKEA’s value chain by 2030
Project Significance:

1. Sustainability Leadership:
o Thisis IKEA’s first renewable energy investment in India and aligns with its global
sustainability roadmap.
o Itstrengthens the company’s “People and Planet Positive” strategy.
2. Clean Energy Generation:
o The Bikaner project will generate 380 GWh per year, sufficient to power IKEA’s Indian
retail stores, shopping centres, and logistics operations.
3. Contribution to India’s Renewable Goals:
o Supports India’s target of achieving 500 GW of non-fossil fuel energy capacity by 2030.
o Aligns with the Make in India - Green Energy push, promoting solar infrastructure and
clean FDI.
4. Economic & Employment Benefits:
o Boosts green investment inflow into India’s renewable energy sector.
o Generates local employment and supports Rajasthan’s renewable energy ecosystem.

IKEA’s Global Green Commitment:
e IKEA Group has pledged €7.5 billion globally to achieve 100% renewable energy in operations
and supply chains by 2030.
e The India investment is a “milestone acquisition”, marking its first renewable energy
ownership project in the country.
e The group is transitioning toward a net-zero energy footprint, focusing on solar, wind, and energy
efficiency technologies.

Broader Implications for India:

Domain Impact

Economic Enhances FDI in India’s green energy sector.

Environmental Reduces carbon emissions and promotes solar adoption.

Technological Encourages global best practices in solar energy deployment.

Policy Alignment Supports India’s National Solar Mission (NSM) and Paris Agreement targets.
Energy Security Contributes to decentralised, clean power generation reducing fossil-fuel dependency.

Analytical Perspective:
e India’s renewable energy sector has become a prime FDI magnet, attracting multinational players
like IKEA, Amazon, Apple, and Microsoft to establish solar and wind projects.
¢ Rajasthan, with its high solar irradiance, continues to lead as India’s solar energy hub alongside
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.
¢ Such investments strengthen India’s role as a global green manufacturing and energy hub,
contributing to climate resilience and sustainable economic growth.

Linked National Initiatives:



Initiative Relevance

National Solar Mission (NSM) Promotes large-scale solar power generation.

Green Energy Corridor Ensures efficient grid integration of renewable power.

PLI Scheme for Solar Modules Boosts domestic manufacturing for solar equipment.

National Hydrogen Mission = Complements solar projects through clean fuel synergy.

FAME-II Scheme Accelerates transition toward electric and renewable-powered logistics.

Quotes & Key Insight:

“This marks the first renewable energy investment for Ingka in India - a country of utmost importance
both for IKEA retail and the IKEA supply chain,”

— Frederik de Jong, Head of Renewable Energy, Ingka Investments

“The solar project will produce 380 GWh annually - enough to power IKEA’s entire retail and distribution
operations in India,”

— Company Statement
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“Foreign Direct Investments in India’s renewable energy sector are not merely economic transactions but
instruments of sustainable diplomacy.” Examine in light of recent global investments like IKEA’s solar project
in Rajasthan.

(250 words - GS Paper 3)



Xi takes centre stage at APEC meet,
promises to defend global free trade

The Chinese leader asks nations to unite amid volatility, presses for supply chain stability and green energy as Trump snubs
the summit: in a statement. Xi adds that his country is open for investment and will uphold the multilateral trading system

Associated Press
GYEONGJU

hinese leader Xi
C]inping told Asia-
Pacific leaders on

Friday that his country
would help to defend glo-
bal free trade at an annual
economic regional forum
snubbed by U.S, President
Donald Trump.

Mr. Xi took centre stage
at the Asia-Pacific Econom-
ic Cooperation (APEC)
summit that began on Fri-
day in Gyeongju, as Mr.
Trump left the country a
day earlier after reaching
deals with Mr. Xi meant to
ease their escalating trade
war, Mr. Trump described

English Summary:

All ears: South Korean President Lee Jae Myung (L) with Chinese
President Xi inping at the Economic Leaders' Meeting on Friday, AFF

his Thursday meeting with
Mr. Xi as a roaring success,
saying he would cut tariffs
on China, while Beijing
had agreed to allow the ex-
port of rare earth elements

and start buying American
soybeans.

Mr. Trump’s blunt dis-
missal of APEC risks wor-
sening America’s reputa-
tion at a forum that

represents nearly 40% of
the world’s population and
more than half of global
goods trade.

“The more turbulent
the times, the more we
must work together,” Mr.
Xi said during APEC's
opening session. “The
world is undergoing a pe-
riod of rapid change, with
the international situation
becoming increasingly
complex and volatile”

Mr. Xi called for main-
taining supply chain stabil-
ity, in a riposte to U.S, ef-
forts to decouple its supply
chains from China. He also
expressed hopes to work
with other countries to ex-
pand cooperation in green

industries and clean ener-

In written remarks sent
10 a CEO summit held in
conjunction with APEC,
Mr. Xi said China was open
for investment and would
uphold the multilateral
trading system.

“Facts have proven that
whoever gains a foothold
in the Chinese market will
be able to seize the critical
opportunity in increasing-
ly fierce international com-
petition,” Xi wrote. “Invest-
ing in China is investing in
the future.”

U.S, Secretary of the
Treasury Scott Bessent at-
tended the summit on Mr,
Trump’s behalf

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in Gyeongju, South Korea, Chinese President
Xi Jinping reaffirmed China’s commitment to defending global free trade, strengthening supply chain
stability, and promoting green energy.
Xi called on APEC economies to unite amid global volatility and warned against protectionism and
decoupling policies, especially in light of the U.S.-China trade tensions and the absence of U.S. President
Donald Trump from the summit.
China emphasized its openness to foreign investment and its support for a rules-based multilateral

trading system under the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Key Facts:
Aspect

Event

Location

Key Participant
Notable Absence
Main Themes

Details

APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) Summit 2025

Gyeongju, South Korea

Xi Jinping, President of China
U.S. President Donald Trump
Global free trade, supply chain stability, green energy cooperation

APEC Representation Represents ~40% of world population and over 50% of global trade

Key Highlights of Xi’s Address:
1. Defending Globalization & Free Trade:
o Xipositioned China as a champion of open trade amid growing U.S. protectionism.
o Emphasized “the world must work together” to stabilize trade amid global uncertainty.
2. Supply Chain Stability:
o Urged nations to resist decoupling and maintain integrated trade networks.
o Indirectly criticized U.S. attempts to limit technology and resource exports from China.
3. Green Energy Cooperation:
o Pitched China’s leadership in renewable energy, EVs, and clean industries as key to



sustainable growth.
4. Investment & Openness:
o Declared China “open for investment,” assuring fair participation for global businesses.
o Stressed that “investing in China is investing in the future.”
5. Multilateralism Over Protectionism:
o Advocated for rules-based international trade under the WTO framework.
o Promised China’s continued role in global governance.

Significance of APEC 2025:

Theme Implication

E(.:onomlc China positions itself as the stabilizing force in global trade.

Diplomacy

Strategic Signaling Trump’s absence underscores U.S. disengagement; China fills the leadership
vacuum.

Green Growth Xi’s emphasis on clean energy aligns with climate diplomacy goals.

Multilateral Push China supports WTO-led systems to counter U.S.-led decoupling alliances (like
IPEF).

Background:

e APEC was established in 1989 to promote free trade and economic integration in the Asia-Pacific.
e Itincludes 21 member economies, including the U.S., China, Japan, Russia, India (observer),
Australia, and ASEAN nations.
e The forum represents half of global trade and GDP, making it crucial for world economic
governance.
In recent years, U.S.-China tensions over tariffs, technology, and security have challenged APEC’s unity
and mission.

Analytical Insights:
1. China’s Diplomatic Strategy:
o Xi’s message serves as economic soft power diplomacy, portraying China as the guardian
of multilateralism.
o This comes amid growing U.S.-led “de-risking” initiatives targeting supply chains.
2. Shiftin Global Trade Power:
o While the U.S. retreats into protectionism, China seeks to lead an open, interconnected
Asia-Pacific.
3. Green and Digital Trade:
o China aims to integrate renewable energy and Al-driven trade logistics into its economic
diplomacy framework.
4. India’s Angle:
o India, though not a formal APEC member, can benefit indirectly through strengthened Asian
value chains, particularly under the Global South-China cooperation model.

Implications for the World Economy:

Domain Impact

Global Trade Reinforces commitment to open markets amid tariff wars.

Supply Chains Stabilizes flow of goods, reducing disruptions from geopolitical tensions.
Sustainability Promotes renewable energy transitions in APEC economies.

Investment Climate Attracts global investors seeking stable Asian markets.

Geopolitics Increases China’s influence in regional institutions like APEC, SCO, and BRICS.

Key Quotes from Xi Jinping:



“The more turbulent the times, the more we must work together.”
“The world is undergoing rapid change — becoming increasingly complex and volatile.”
“Investing in China is investing in the future.”

Challenges:
e U.S.-China rivalry undermines APEC consensus.
¢ Technology decoupling threatens supply chain cooperation.
e Member state divisions between U.S.-aligned and China-aligned economies.
e Climate finance gap in developing APEC members.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“China’s economic diplomacy is increasingly positioning it as the guardian of globalization and free trade.
Discuss this statement in light of Xi Jinping’s leadership at the APEC Summit 2025.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)




In talks with China, U.S. defence chief
vows to defend Indo-Pacific interests

Associated Press
KUALA LUMPUR

U.S. Secretary of Defense
Pete Hegseth said on Fri-
day he told his Chinese
counterpart in Malaysia
that Washington would
“stoutly defend” its inter-
ests in the Indo-Pacific.

Mr. Hegseth described
as “good and constructive”
his meeting with Chinese
Admiral Dong Jun, held on
the sidelines of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) defence
ministers meeting in Kuala
Lumpur.

He said he raised U.S.
concerns over Chinese ac-
tivities in the South China
Sea, around Taiwan and to-
ward U.S. allies and partn-
ers in the region.

“I highlighted the im-
portance of maintaining a
balance of power in the In-
do-Pacific,” Mr. Hegseth
wrote on social media plat-

English Summary:

Pete Hegseth held calls with Chinese Admiral Dong Jun. REUTERS

form X. “United States
does not seek conflict [but]
it will continue to stoutly
defend its interests and en-
sure it has the capabilities
in the region to do so.”
China’s Defence Minis-
try issued a cautious res-
ponse, emphasising its
longstanding positions. Mr.
Dong Jun stressed the
reunification of China and
Taiwan is an “unstoppable
historical trend” and urged

the U.S. to be cautious in its
words and actions on the
Taiwan issue, the state-
ment said.

“We hope the U.S. will
translate its statements of
not containing China and
not seeking conflict into ac-
tion, and work with China
to inject positive energy in-
to regional and global
peace and security,” ac-
cording to the statement.

Mr. Hegseth also held

talks with his Malaysian
and Philippines counter-
parts. He reaffirmed com-
mitment to maritime se-
curity in the South China
Sea.

Trump’s nuclear plans
Asked to comment about
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s plans to restart
nuclear weapon testing for
the first time in three de-
cades, Malaysian Defence
Minister Mohamed Khaled
Nordin told a news confe-
rence later on Friday that
ASEAN is a nuclear wea-
pon free zone area and
“we try to avoid anything
that can bring great calam-
ity to humankind.”

“For the security and sa-
fety of the world, I think
it’s important ... to bear in
mind that the world should
never see the use of anoth-
er nuclear weapon,”
ASEAN secretary-general
Kao Kim Hourn said.

At the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting held in Kuala Lumpur, U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth
met his Chinese counterpart Admiral Dong Jun and affirmed that Washington would “stoutly defend its
interests” in the Indo-Pacific region.
The meeting, described as “good and constructive,” focused on maintaining regional stability, freedom
of navigation, and avoiding conflict escalation, especially around the South China Sea and Taiwan

Strait.

The Chinese side reiterated its stance on the “reunification of China and Taiwan”, while urging the U.S. to
act cautiously and work toward regional peace and cooperation.

Key Facts:
Parameter
Event
Location
Participants
Main Agenda

Details
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM-Plus)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Indo-Pacific stability, Taiwan issue, South China Sea tensions

U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth and Chinese Admiral Dong Jun

Other Participants Defence ministers from Malaysia, the Philippines, and ASEAN member states

Tone of Talks

“Good and constructive,” as per U.S. statement



Key Themes Discussed:
A. U.S. Indo-Pacific Commitment
e The U.S. reaffirmed it will “stoutly defend” its interests and allies in the Indo-Pacific.
e Hegseth emphasized the importance of freedom of navigation, open sea routes, and regional
balance of power.
e Washington signaled continued military presence and deterrence to prevent unilateral Chinese
actions in contested maritime zones.
B. China’s Response
e China called Taiwan’s reunification an “unstoppable national trend”.
e The Chinese Defence Ministry’s response emphasized dialogue and peace, but also reiterated its
territorial claims.
e Beijing urged the U.S. to avoid provocative actions and to inject “positive energy into regional
and global peace and stability.”
C. ASEAN’s Role
e ASEAN continues to advocate a “zone of peace, freedom, and neutrality” in the Indo-Pacific.
e Regional players like Malaysia and the Philippines urged restraint from both powers.

Context and Background:

e The South China Sea has become a geopolitical hotspot where China’s territorial claims overlap
with ASEAN nations’ Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs).

e The U.S. champions a Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) strategy to counterbalance Chinese
influence.

e Taiwan remains a flashpoint: Beijing considers it a breakaway province; Washington supports its
self-defence.

e The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command coordinates with allies like Japan, Australia, India (through the
Quad), and ASEAN nations to ensure maritime security.

U.S. and ASEAN Cooperation:
e Hegseth also met with Malaysian and Philippine Defence Ministers, reaffirming:
o Commitment to maritime security in the South China Sea.
o Continued joint patrols and naval exercises.
o Partnership in regional counter-terrorism and disaster relief.

Trump’s Nuclear Plans (Side Note):

e Asked about U.S. President Donald Trump's plans to resume nuclear weapon testing,
Malaysian Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin and ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim
Hourn expressed concern.

e ASEAN reiterated that it is a nuclear-weapon-free zone, warning that new testing could cause
“great calamity to humankind.”

e The statement reflects ASEAN’s consistent advocacy of disarmament and non-proliferation.

Strategic Analysis:

Domain Implication

Geopolitical The U.S.-China meeting signals a cautious diplomatic reset amid strategic rivalry.
U.S. aims to reassure ASEAN allies that it will not withdraw from regional defence

Security commitments.
Diplomacy Constructive dialogue marks a temporary thaw after years of military and trade tensions.
i;‘;?:mlc Stability in the Indo-Pacific is crucial for global supply chains and energy routes.

Reinforces the need to uphold UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the

Maritime Law
Sea).

India’s Relevance:



¢ India, as a Quad member, has a direct interest in these developments.
e The meeting underscores the shared objective of ensuring a “Free, Open, and Inclusive Indo-

Pacific”.

e India’s own naval cooperation with ASEAN countries and participation in Malabar Exercises
aligns with the themes discussed.

Key Quotes:

“The United States does not seek conflict but will continue to stoutly defend its interests and ensure it has
the capabilities to do so.” — Pete Hegseth
“We hope the U.S. will translate its statements into action and work with China to inject positive energy

into peace and stability.”

— Chinese Defence Ministry Statement

“ASEAN is a nuclear-weapon-free zone and we must avoid any action that brings calamity to humankind.”
— Malaysian Defence Minister Mohamed Khaled Nordin
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“The Indo-Pacific has become the epicenter of great power rivalry. Discuss how ASEAN diplomacy and U.S.-
China engagements shape the emerging regional security architecture.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)

Trump's surprise order to test nuclear weapons triggers global tensions
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U.S. President Donald Trump’s sudden directive to resume nuclear weapons testing for the first time
since 1992 has provoked global outrage and reignited Cold War-era fears of a new nuclear arms race.
The announcement, made on social media just before Trump’s meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in South Korea, has drawn sharp criticism from Iran, Japan, and the United Nations, while the
Pentagon defended it as a “responsible move” to ensure the credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent.

Key Facts:
Parameter
Announced by
Timing
Testing Plan

Details

U.S. President Donald Trump

Just before summit with Xi Jinping (South Korea)

U.S. to resume nuclear weapons testing (first since 1992)



Parameter Details
Defended by Pentagon Chief Pete Hegseth
Opposed by Iran, Japan, United Nations, disarmament groups

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), signed by U.S. in 1996 (but

Relevant Treaty not ratified)

Vice President’s

.D. Vance said the move ensures “nuclear arsenal functions properly”
Statement J properly

Key Statements:
e Donald Trump:
“Because of other countries’ testing programs, I have instructed the Department of War to start testing our
nuclear weapons on an equal basis.”
e Pentagon Chief Pete Hegseth:
“We need to have a credible nuclear deterrent. That’s the baseline of our defence.”
e UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres:
“Nuclear testing can never be permitted under any circumstances.”
e Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi:
“A nuclear-armed bully resuming atomic tests threatens international peace and security.”
e Japanese Peace Activist Group (Nihon Hidankyo):
“This directive contradicts the global effort toward a peaceful world without nuclear weapons.”

Global Reactions:
A. United States:
e The Pentagon defended Trump’s decision as essential to maintain a credible nuclear deterrent.
e The administration claimed the order was to “test systems and readiness”, though ambiguity
remains over whether actual explosive testing will occur.
B. Iran:
e Condemned the directive as “regressive and irresponsible”, calling it a threat to international
peace.
e Noted the hypocrisy of Washington criticizing Iran’s civilian nuclear program while resuming its
own testing.
C.Japan:
e Hiroshima and Nagasaki survivor groups lodged formal protests at the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo.
e Japan urged all nations to adhere to nuclear non-proliferation principles.
D. United Nations:
e UN Chief Anténio Guterres called for the U.S. to abide by the CTBT and maintain the de facto
moratorium on nuclear testing.
E. China:
e Beijing’s response was cautious, urging Washington to avoid destabilizing actions.
e Reaffirmed support for global disarmament and arms control frameworks.

Legal and Policy Context:

Treaty/Regime Description U.S. Position

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test- Bans all nuclear test explosions for Signed in 1996, but never

Ban Treaty (CTBT) both civilian and military purposes. ratified by the U.S. Senate.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Prevents spread of nuclear weapons  U.S.is a recognized nuclear-

Treaty (NPT) and promotes disarmament. weapon state under the NPT.
Since 1992, the U.S. has observed a Trump'’s order effectively ends

De Facto Moratorium . . .
voluntary halt on nuclear testing. this moratorium.

Strategic and Global Implications:
Aspect Implications



Aspect Implications

Arms Race Risk Could trigger new nuclear testing by Russia, China, North Korea, and

possibly Pakistan.
Treaty Erosion Weakens international arms control norms under CTBT and NPT.
U.S.-China Relations Timing of the announcement before the Xi summit adds diplomatic tension.

. Raises threat perception and undermines decades of disarmament

Global Security .
diplomacy.

Moral and Environmental = Opposed by anti-nuclear activists citing radioactive contamination and

Impact humanitarian concerns.

Expert Perspectives:
e Strategic Realists: Argue that maintaining test readiness ensures nuclear deterrence credibility.
e Peace Advocates: See the move as a dangerous revival of Cold War hostility.
e Arms Control Analysts: Warn that this decision could push the world toward a new nuclear
escalation cycle.

Background:
e Thelast U.S. nuclear test was conducted in Nevada, 1992.
¢ Since then, the Stockpile Stewardship Program maintained warhead reliability without full-scale
testing.
e Trump’s directive overturns 30 years of restraint, citing Russian and Chinese modernization as
justification.

India’s Relevance:
e India, though not a signatory of CTBT, has maintained a voluntary moratorium on testing since
Pokhran-II (1998).
e Renewed testing by global powers could pressure India to reassess its deterrent posture,
impacting South Asian stability.

Hindi Summary ('%T:ﬁ

ﬁﬁﬁnﬁq@wgﬁww%muﬁﬂwmuﬂ&mmwaﬂﬁmmm%l
. faraaamdt Teli=AT &1 BRI ST § 3TR Teh T URHTY] 8FIUR SIS &1 3MihT 9gT el 8|

. TP HETIRIa Talfaa R A g, iRy uteron e oft uRfRufa & wherd At 31

. gwr W%sﬂmﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁﬁmsﬁvw A

. mugrg;ﬁs@ I GR& & AT Smazge” 9am & difds SARe! URHATY RTRT 1 &l &I
S |

e g ®qH Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 3R mmvjﬁuawwawaﬁ
HHIR IR JHdT g

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“The resumption of nuclear testing by a major power could unravel decades of global non-proliferation efforts.
Discuss in the context of the U.S. decision to resume nuclear tests.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)



