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U.S. sanctions Russian oil; Indian
refineries poised to cut imports

Rosneft and Lukoil hit with sanctions for ‘funding Kremlin's war machine, pushing global oil prices up 3%; Trump says India

will cut down imports to ‘almost nothing’ by the year-end; Indian firms are ‘recalibrating’ to align with new govt. guidelines

Reuters
WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump hit
Russia’s two biggest

oil companies with sanc-
tions in his latest policy
shift on Moscow’s war in
Ukraine, prompting global
oil prices to rise by 3% on
Thursday.

Mr. Trump also reiterat-
ed his claim that India has
agreed 1o “stop™ buying oil
from Russia and would
bring its oil purchases
down to “almost nothing™
by the end of the year, and
said he would persuade
China to do the same. India
and China are the two big-
gest buyers of Russian oil.

Indian refiners - includ-
ing Reliance, the top In:
dian buyer of Russian
crude are poised to
sharply curtail imports of
Russian oil to comply with
the new LS. sanctions, in-
dustry sources said on
Thursday.

Oil dependency

Whils Russia's share has dipped in 2025, it still accounts for
wer 309 of India’s crude oil imparts. The chart shows haw
Russin's share In India’s oil imports has changed over time

Indlia, as you know, has told me they are going to
stop [buying Russian oil). 10s a process, You can't just
stop.. By the end of the year. theyll be down 1o almost nothing

DONALD TRUMP, US. President

The U.S. sanctions tar-
get oil giants Rosneft and
Lukoil, which between
them account for more
than 5% of global oil
output,

‘Funding war’

The U.S. Treasury has gi-
ven companies until No-
vember 21 to wind down
their transactions with the

Russian oil producers.

"Given |Russian] Presi
dent [Vladimir] Putin’s re-
fusal to end this senseless
war, Treasury is sanction-
ing Russia's two largest oil
companies that fund the
Kremlin's war machine,”
LS. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said in a
statement.

"We encourage our al-

lies to join us in and adhere
to these sanctions.”

Oil and gas revenue,
currently down 21% year-
on-year, accounts for a
quarter of Russia's budget
and is the most important
source of funding for its
war in Ukraine, now in its
fourth year.

Mr. Trump expressed
confidence regarding In-

GS Paper: GS-1I (International Relations) & GS-III (Energy Security, Economy)

English Summary:

dia’s response to the sanc
tions, “India, as you know,
has told me they are going
to stop [buying Russian
oil]... It's a process. You
can't just stop... By the end
of the year, they'll be down
to almost nothing, almost
40% of the oil. India,
they've been great, Spoke
to Prime Minister [Naren-
dra] Modi yesterday. They
have been absolutely
great," the U.S. President
told the reporters at the

White House on
Wednesday.
Reliance Industries,

which operates the world's
biggest refining complex at
Jamnagar in Gujarat, has a
long-term deal to buy near-
ly 500,000 barrels per day
of erude from Rosneft and
also buys Russian oil from
intermediaries.

It now plans to reduce
or cease imports of Rus-
sian oil, including halting
purchases under its deal
with Rosneft, people fami
liar with the matter said.

The U.S. imposed sanctions on Russia’s largest oil firms, Rosneft and Lukoil, accusing them of
financing Moscow’s war in Ukraine. Global oil prices rose 3%. The U.S. Treasury gave firms until
November 21 to end transactions. President Trump claimed India agreed to reduce Russian oil
imports to “almost nothing.” Reliance Industries, a major buyer, is planning to halt purchases

from Rosneft.
Hindi Summary:
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Pan-India SIR to cover more
than 10 States in first phase

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) is all set to announce
the schedule for a country-
wide roll-out of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls at a press
conference in the next few
days. The first phase of the
process will be implement-
ed in more than 10 States
and one Union Territory,
including election-bound
Assam, Tamil Nadu, Pudu-
cherry, Kerala, and West
Bengal.

The EC took stock of the
preparedness of all States
and Union Territories for
the pan-India SIR, at the

GS Paper Mapping:

two-day conference of
Chief Electoral Officers
(CEO) that concluded here
on Thursday.

Schedule soon

The full commission will
now discuss the matter
and take a call on the sche-
dule, which would be an-
nounced soon, sources
told The Hindu.

The process is expected
to be rolled out in two
phases, beginning with As-
sam, Tamil Nadu, Pudu-
cherry, Kerala, and West
Bengal, where Assembly
elections are due in 2026.
Those States where local
body polls are scheduled
to be held and are likely to

experience harsh weather
conditions during the win-
ter will be tackled in later
phases.

The sources said the
commission heard the
points raised by the CEOs
of all States at the confe-
rence and while it respond-
ed to general queries and
held a presentation on the
SIR, no concrete decisions
were announced at the
meeting. It was stated that
a decision would be com-
municated to all CEOs after
the meeting of the Election
Commission members.

The two-day conference
was presided over by Chief
Election = Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar.

GS Paper 2 - Polity & Governance (Election Commission, Electoral Reforms, Institutional

Mechanisms)

English Summary:

The Election Commission (EC) is preparing to announce the schedule for the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls across India.
The process will begin with more than 10 States and one Union Territory, including Assam,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, and West Bengal—where elections are due in 2026.

The SIR will be rolled out in two phases, starting with these election-bound States, followed by
others where local body polls or harsh winter conditions may delay operations.

The Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar chaired a two-day conference of Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs), where States reviewed preparedness and data verification

mechanisms.

The EC will soon announce the final schedule after internal discussions.

Hindi Summary ('I%-_\:ﬁ
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Exam Relevance:

Role of Election Commission in maintaining electoral integrity.

Mechanism of revision of electoral rolls.

Importance of SIR for free and fair elections before major Assembly polls (e.g., Assam, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, WB - due in 2026).

Institutional coordination through Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs).



Modi to participate in ASEAN meet
virtually, drops Malaysia travel plan

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will not travel to Ma-
laysia to attend the 47"
ASEAN summit on October
26, but will participate in it
virtually. This was an-
nounced by him in a social
media post on Thursday.

The annual summit of
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations
(ASEAN), a 10-nation
grouping, and associated
meetings will be held from
October 26 to 28 in Kuala
Lumpur.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has not pro-
vided any reason for Mr.
Modi’s decision, though
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim said that
Mr. Modi had cited the “on-
going Deepavali celebra-
tions” as the reason for the
change in plans.

Jaishankar goes instead
The Ministry announced
that External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar would re-
present Mr. Modi and lead
the Indian delegation at
the summit on October 27.
“Had a warm conversa-

dani!;lang Kemuncak ASEAN Ke.47

ang-sidang Kemuncak Berkaitan

D o —

Diplomatic stage: The annual summit of the ASEAN and related

meetings will be held in Kuala Lumpur from October 26 to 28. Arp

tion with my dear friend,
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him of Malaysia. Congratu-
lated him on Malaysia’s
ASEAN Chairmanship and
conveyed best wishes for
the success of upcoming
summits. Look forward to
joining the ASEAN-India
Summit virtually, and to
further deepening of the
ASEAN-India Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership,”
Mr. Modi said.

In a statement posted
on X, Mr. Ibrahim said he
had discussed the details
of the summit with Mr. Mo-
di. “...Irespect his decision
and extended my greetings
for a happy Deepavali to
him and the people of
India.”

The summit will draw a

host of dignitaries, includ-
ing U.S. President Donald
Trump. It was expected
that the venue would be a
meeting opportunity for
Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump,
especially as the India-U.S.
relations remain uneasy
after Mr. Trump imposed
punitive tariff on India be-
cause of India’s purchase
of Russian crude oil.

Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi
exchanged greetings on
Deepavali on Tuesday as
the India-U.S. negotiations
for a trade pact continue.
The two sides, however,
gave differing takes of the
conversation with Mr.
Trump telling a group of
prominent Indian-Ameri-
cans and Indian Embassy
officials in the White House

GS Paper: GS-II (International Relations - India and ASEAN)

English Summary:

that the call focused on
trade deal, purchase of
Russian oil and “no war
with Pakistan”, and the In-
dian sources maintaining
that Pakistan was not dis-
cussed during the call.
Officials had earlier gi-
ven mixed signals about
Mr. Modi’s travel plans for
Kuala Lumpur saying that
the Bihar election cam-
paign requires the Prime
Minister’s attention. Ear-
lier, Mr. Trump had invited
Mr. Modi to the Sharm-el-
Sheikh peace summit for
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip
but India was represented
at the event by Kirti Vard-
han Singh, Minister of
State for External Affairs.
Since the U.S.s imposi-
tion of 50% punitive tariff
on India on August 7, Mr.
Modi and Mr. Trump have
spoken on multiple occa-
sions, but have not met
despite meeting opportun-
ities. The official-level con-
versation has also become
difficult as Mr. Trump con-
tinues to insist that he me-
diated an end to the May
2025 conflict between In-
dia and Pakistan, a claim
that Indian officials have
refused to confirm.

PM Modi decided not to travel to Kuala Lumpur for the ASEAN Summit, citing Deepavali and Bihar election
commitments. He will attend virtually, while External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will lead the
delegation. U.S. President Trump is attending, and this decision avoids a possible face-off amid tensions
over trade tariffs and Russian oil.

Hindi Summary:
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India, Bhutan review
security cooperation,
border management

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India and Bhutan reviewed
border management and
security in a meeting held
at Thimphu from October
16-17, a statement by the
Union Home Ministry said
on Thursday.

The Ministry said the
two countries had re-
viewed bilateral security
cooperation and border
management issues, in-
cluding mobile signal spil-
lover, future road map for
integrated check posts,
maintenance of boundary
pillars, and cross-border
movement.

Discussions covered ca-
pacity building for Bhu-
tan’s police. The delega-
tions expressed
satisfaction at the cordial
and constructive discus-
sions and reiterated their
resolve to work together
for a safe, secure and
prosperous border, the Mi-

GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India and its Neighbourhood), Internal Security (Border

nistry said. This was the
14th India-Bhutan Border
Management and Security
meeting. The last meeting
was held in 2019.

The Indian delegation
was led by Rajendra Ku-
mar, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Border Manage-
ment, Home Ministry,
while the Bhutanese side
was headed by Sonam
Wangyel, Secretary, Minis-
try of Home Affairs.

India shares a 699-km
border with Bhutan, run-
ning along the States of Sik-
kim, West Bengal, Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh.
“Reaffirming their strong
friendship, India and Bhu-
tan committed to deepen-
ing cooperation across tra-

ditional and emerging
areas... Their enduring
partnership, rooted in

shared geography, culture,
and people-to-people ties,
continues to serve as a mo-
del for regional coopera-
tion,” the Ministry said.

Management, Bilateral Security Cooperation)



English Summary:
India and Bhutan held the 14th India-Bhutan Border Management and Security Meeting in Thimphu
(October 16-17) to review bilateral cooperation on security and border management.
The discussions covered:
Mobile signal spillover,
Integrated check posts,
Boundary pillar maintenance,
Cross-border movement, and

e Capacity building for Bhutan’s police.
Both sides reiterated their commitment to strengthen coordination and enhance cooperation for a secure
and peaceful border region.
The Indian delegation was led by Rajendra Kumar, Secretary (Border Management), Ministry of Home
Affairs, while Bhutan’s delegation was headed by Sonam Wangyel, Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.
India shares a 699 km border with Bhutan, touching Sikkim, West Bengal, Assam, and Arunachal
Pradesh.
The Ministry reaffirmed that India and Bhutan'’s partnership, rooted in shared geography and people-to-
people ties, continues to serve as a model for regional cooperation in South Asia.
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DCGI brings in stricter
norms for tracking supply
chain of high-risk solvents

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Drugs Controller Gen-
eral (India) has directed
digital monitoring on the
Online National Drugs Li-
censing System (ONDLS)
for tracking the supply
chain of high-risk solvents.

The order, issued earlier
this week, comes following
serious safety concerns af-
ter the death of over 20
children under the age of
five years allegedly due to
contamination of cough sy-
rups with diethylene glycol
(DEG) recently in Madhya
Pradesh. DEG is a toxic co-
lourless and odourless li-
quid with a sweet taste, of-
ten used as an industrial
solvent.

ONDLS is a single-win-
dow digital platform in In-
dia for processing drug-
and cosmetic-related appli-
cations for manufacturing

A digital monitoring system on the ONDLS portal has to be set up for
monitoring the supply chain of the high-risk solvents. GETTY IMAGES

and sales licences, and va-
rious certificates.

In his letter, DCGI head
Rajeev Singh Raghuvanshi
noted, “It has been decid-
ed that a Digital Monitoring
System on the ONDLS por-
tal needs to be established
for monitoring the supply
chain as well as the quality
of the high-risk solvents,
including Propylene
Glycol.”

Dr. Raghuvanshi said

that as per the latest order,
all the manufacturers of
pharma grade solvents
should obtain manufactur-
ing licence through the
ONDLS portal. The letter
noted that in case the ma-
nufacturer already held
the manufacturing licence,
he must register on the
ONDLS portal and submit
the data through Old Li-
cence Management under
ONDLS.

GS Paper 2 - Governance (Health Regulation & Institutional Mechanisms)
GS Paper 3 - Science & Technology (Pharmaceutical Regulation, Industrial Safety)

English Summary:

The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has introduced digital monitoring under the Online



National Drugs Licensing System (ONDLS) to strengthen the tracking and regulation of high-risk
industrial solvents such as Diethylene Glycol (DEG) and Propylene Glycol.
This move follows recent incidents, including the death of over 20 children in Madhya Pradesh, allegedly
due to DEG contamination in cough syrups.
DEG is a toxic, colourless, odourless liquid often used as an industrial solvent but misused in
pharmaceutical formulations, leading to fatalities.
Under the new directive:
e A Digital Monitoring System will monitor both the supply chain and quality of such solvents.
e Manufacturers of pharma-grade solvents must obtain their manufacturing licence through the
ONDLS portal.
e Even existing licence holders must register on ONDLS and submit their data through the Old
Licence Management system.
e ONDLS acts as a single-window digital platform for drug-related licences, approvals, and
certifications across India.
The initiative aims to ensure traceability, accountability, and prevent adulteration in medicines by
closing regulatory gaps in the pharmaceutical supply chain.
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Exam Relevance:
e Regulatory framework for pharmaceutical safety in India (DCGI, CDSCO).
e Importance of digital governance in health and industry sectors.
e Case study for policy response after public health tragedy.
e Topic linkage: Ethics in Public Administration, GS-11I Industrial Regulation, GS-II Health Governance.



Tri-services to get systems,
platforms for 379,000 cr.

The acquisitions are designed to enhance lethality, mobility and intelligence-gathering capabilities

across the services; Defence Acquisition Council, chaired by Rajnath, approves the proposals

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Defence Acquisi-
T tion Council (DAC),

chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, on
Thursday approved a se-
ries of capital acquisition
proposals worth around
79,000 crore aimed at
strengthening the opera-
tional capabilities of the
Army, Navy and Air Force.

The Defence Ministry
said the approvals granted
during a meeting at South
Block would cover a wide
spectrum of platforms and
systems designed to en-
hance lethality, mobility,
and intelligence-gathering
capabilities across the
Services.

For the Army, the DAC
accorded Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) for the
procurement of the Nag
missile system (tracked)
Mk-II (NAMIS), ground-
based mobile ELINT Sys-
tem (GBMES), and high-
mobility vehicles (HMVs)
with material handling
cranes.

The NAMIS (Tracked)
will bolster the Army’s abil-
ity to destroy enemy ar-
moured vehicles, bunkers,

The Anti Tank Guided Missile Nag Mk Il being successfully tested from a light tank developed by the

Defence Research and Development Organisation. PTI

and other fortified posi-
tions, while the GBMES
will provide round-the-
clock electronic intelli-
gence on enemy emitters.
The induction of HMVs is
expected to significantly
enhance logistic support in
challenging terrains.

For the Navy, the AoN
was granted for the acqui-
sition of landing platform
docks (LPDs), 30 mm naval
surface guns, advanced
light weight torpedoes
(ALWTs), electro-optical
infrared search-and-track
systems, and smart ammu-
nition for 76 mm super ra-
pid gun mounts.

The LPDs will augment
the Navy’s amphibious
warfare capabilities and
enable it to undertake joint
operations with the Army
and Air Force. They will al-
so enhance India’s capaci-
ty to conduct peacekeep-
ing, humanitarian
assistance, and disaster re-
lief (HADR) missions. The
indigenously  developed
ALWT by the DRDO’s Naval
Science and Technological
Laboratory is capable of
engaging conventional, nu-

clear, and midget
submarines.
For the Indian Air Force,

the AoN was accorded for

the collaborative long-
range target saturation/
destruction system
(CLRTS/DS) and other re-
lated systems. The CLRTS/
DS features autonomous
take-off and landing, navi-
gation, target detection
and payload delivery capa-
bilities, aimed at augment-
ing the IAF’s longrange
precision engagement ca-
pacity.

The approvals reflect
the government’s continu-
ing emphasis on moderni-
sation, self-reliance and in-
digenisation under the
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ in-
itiative, officials said.

GS Paper 3 - Defence, Internal Security, Science & Technology (Indigenisation of Defence

English Summary:

Technology, Modernisation of Armed Forces)

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, has

approved capital acquisition proposals worth 79,000 crore to enhance the operational capabilities of the
Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force.
These acquisitions aim to improve lethality, mobility, and intelligence-gathering capabilities



under the government’s “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” initiative for self-reliance in defence manufacturing.

Key Approvals:

e For the Army:
o Procurement of Nag Missile System (NAMIS) - an anti-tank guided missile platform.

o Ground-based mobile ELINT System (GBMES) for electronic intelligence on enemy

emitters.
o High Mobility Vehicles (HMVs) with material-handling cranes for logistics in difficult

terrains.

e For the Navy:
o Landing Platform Docks (LPDs) to strengthen amphibious warfare and joint operations.

o 30 mm naval surface guns, advanced lightweight torpedoes (ALWTs), and electro-

optical search-and-track systems.
o These will enhance Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), peacekeeping,

and combat missions.

e For the Air Force:
o Collaborative Long-Range Target Saturation/Destruction System (CLRTS/DS) to

increase precision strike capacity.
o Features include autonomous take-off and landing, navigation, and target detection.
All systems are to be indigenously developed under the Make in India framework, focusing on
strengthening India’s defence manufacturing base through DRDO and domestic industries.
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90% of Gaganyaan
development work
done: ISRO chief

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Chair-
man V. Narayanan on
Thursday said that about
90% of the development
work on the Gaganyaan
mission had been
completed.

“The Gaganyaan mis-
sion is going on very well.
A lot of technological deve-
lopment has to take place.
Number one, the rocket
has to be human-rated, the
life support system, the
crew escape system and of
course,  human-centric
products. I can say today
that approximately 90% of
the development work has
been completed,” Mr. Na-
rayanan told presspersons
in Bengaluru. He added
that the crewed mission to
launch the Indian astro-
nauts into space would
take place in 2027 and
prior to that, ISRO would
undertake three uncrewed
missions.

“Three uncrewed mis-
sions have to be accom-
plished, the first uncrewed
mission with the huma-
noid Vyomitra is expected
to take flight by the end of
this year. We want to ac-
complish the crewed mis-
sion by 2027,” he said.

V. Narayanan

The Gaganyaan project
envisages demonstration
of human spaceflight capa-
bility by launching a crew
of three members to an or-
bit of 400 km for a three-
day mission and bringing
them back safely to Earth
by landing in Indian sea
waters.

On the NASA-ISRO Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar (NI-
SAR) satellite launched on
July 30, 2025, Mr. Naraya-
nan said that the satellite
was healthy and it would
be declared operational in
another 10-15 days.

NISAR is the first satel-
lite to observe the earth
with a dual-frequency Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) — NASA’s L-band and
ISRO’s S-band — both using
NASA’s 12-metre unfurlable
mesh reflector antenna, in-
tegrated with ISRO’s modi-
fied I3K satellite bus.



GS Paper 3 - Science & Technology | Space Technology | Achievements of Indians in Science
& Technology

English Summary:
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman V. Narayanan announced that nearly
90% of the development work on India’s maiden human spaceflight mission — Gaganyaan — has
been completed.
Key Highlights:
e Gaganyaan Mission Objective:

o To demonstrate human spaceflight capability by sending a three-member Indian crew
to 400 km low Earth orbit for three days, followed by a safe splashdown in Indian
waters.

e Technological Milestones:

o Human-rating of the launch vehicle (LVM3).

o Crew escape system for astronaut safety.

o Life support system and human-centric design products.

o Uncrewed missions for testing before the actual crewed flight.

e Timeline:

o Three uncrewed missions will precede the human mission.

o The first uncrewed mission with the humanoid Vyommitra is scheduled for late 2025,
while the manned mission is targeted for 2027.

¢ NISAR Collaboration:

o The NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) satellite (launched July 30, 2025) —
first dual-frequency SAR satellite (L-band & S-band) — is healthy and will become
operational soon.

Significance:

This mission will make India the fourth nation to independently send humans to space (after the
U.S,, Russia, and China). It demonstrates technological maturity, self-reliance, and indigenous
capability in space exploration.
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Exam Relevance:

Gaganyaan: objectives, technology, significance for India’s space program.

NISAR Satellite: Indo-US space cooperation.

Space Technology in GS-III - achievements, applications, and future missions.

Ethics & Governance link: Promoting indigenous innovation under Atmanirbhar Bharat.



Bombay HC sets up panel
to protect Sanjay Gandhi
park from encroachments

Purnima Sah
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court
has constituted a high-po-
wered committee headed
by former Allahabad High
Court Chief Justice Dilip
Babasaheb Bhosale to pro-
tect and preserve the San-
jay Gandhi National Park
(SGNP) after observing that
successive  governments
have failed to implement
its directions to safeguard
the park for nearly 30
years.

The Division Bench of
Chief Justice Shree Chan-
drashekhar and Justice
Gautam A. Ankhad was
hearing a contempt peti-
tion and a PIL alleging
“gross contempt” of multi-
ple orders aimed at safe-
guarding SGNP, a 104
sq.km. green expanse
within Mumbai and Thane.
Despite repeated judicial
interventions since the late
1990s, the court noted that
the State had not taken “ef-
fective steps” to comply
with its directions.

The order passed on Oc-
tober 16 and made availa-
ble on Wednesday (Octob-
er 22, 2025), said, “Various
orders passed by this Court
over a period of thirty
years are still to be com-
plied with. This has per-
haps led to further en-
croachments in SGNP.”

The court recorded that

Urban oasis: The park acts as Mumbai’s ‘green lung’, absorbing
carbon emissions and replenishing groundwater. FILE PHOTO

only 49 km of the 154 km
boundary wall has been
built, despite orders in
1997, 1999, 2000 and a fi-
nal judgment in 2003.
Even subsequent direc-
tions in 2024 and early
2025 were not followed.
The judges observed that
this prolonged inaction has
allowed encroachments to
spread deeper into the
park.

Calling SGNP “a crown
jewel for the cities of Mum-
bai and Thane”, the Bench
observed, “Considering
the present scenario, and
to ensure that steps are ta-
ken for protection of SGNP,
we deem it necessary to
constitute a High Power
Committee.”

SGNP is one of the few
national parks in the world
located within city limits.
Spread over 104 sq km, it is
home to leopards, over
1,000 plant species, and
the ancient Kanheri caves

dating back to the Ist cen-
tury BCE. The park acts as
Mumbai’s “green lung”,
absorbing carbon emis-
sions and replenishing
groundwater. Encroach-
ments and unchecked ur-
banisation have long threa-
tened its ecosystem.

The committee will in-
clude Justice Bhosale as
chairperson, former Maha-
rashtra Chief Secretary Ni-
tin Kareer, former Director
General of Police Subodh-
kumar Jaiswal, and Anita
Patil, Conservator of For-
ests and SGNP director, as
member secretaries.

The panel has to expe-
dite construction of the
boundary wall, suggest
measures for compliance,
identify land and oversee
rehabilitation of encroach-
ers, and recommend steps

for removal of illegal
structures.
The matter will be heard

next on February 19, 2026.



GS Paper: GS-1II (Environment, Conservation, Biodiversity)

English Summary:
The Bombay High Court constituted a High-Powered Committee led by Justice Dilip Bhosale to safeguard
Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP), citing 30 years of non-compliance by successive governments. The
park faces encroachment and boundary-wall construction delays. The court called SGNP “Mumbai’s green
lung.”

i Hindi Summary:
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Good job

Factories must provide facilities for
women employed in hazardous jobs
S mall, incremental steps are what set a fly-

wheel in motion. As far as labour laws go,

the Tamil Nadu government’s proposal to
allow women to be employed in about 20 opera-
tions listed as ‘dangerous’, and from which they
were prohibited from being employed in so far, is
progressive. The government has proposed
amendments to the Tamil Nadu Factories Rules,
1950, to allow women to take up even jobs titled
hazardous or dangerous, when these Rules come
into practice; only pregnant women and young
persons will be barred from these jobs. Earlier,
the government had amended the Rules to allow
women to be deployed on the night shift in facto-
ries, changing the historic practice of keeping
them out. In this recent amendment, which was
hosted in the public realm for feedback in Sep-
tember, factories are also required to get the wo-
man’s consent in writing for the night shift. These
are changes that have come literally, rule by rule,
but in effect, the government has shrugged off its
patriarchal stance here, freeing up women from
the perception that they are vulnerable and weak
and will have to be protected by the State. The
operations which are set to be opened for women
include electrolytic process, glass manufacture,
manufacture and treatment of lead, generation
of gas and petroleum, blasting, liming and tan-
ning of raw hides and skins, graphite powdering,
manufacture of dichromates and carcinogenic
dye intermediates, fireworks and match facto-
ries, manufacture of manganese, dangerous pes-
ticides, use of benzene, and operations involving
high noise and vibration levels.

Removing legal barriers is the first step toward
implementing progressive measures that will fa-
cilitate more equitable workplaces. However cru-
cial this first step is in rectifying age-old patriar-
chy-reinforced assigned gender roles in society
and industry, it is not enough. This should be fol-
lowed up by provision of adequate amenities and
facilities for women, including separate toilets,
changing rooms, and closed areas for conducting
medical checks which are mandated for such in-
dustries, besides drop home facilities in places
that have hitherto had no women workers at all.
This will clearly require some investment, close
involvement of the management, and at least in-
itially, active monitoring by State labour authori-
ties. The government must also take care to en-
sure that women who are in circumstances that
might not enable their participation in these jobs
are not forced into them, or penalised for not
opting for these tasks. Without this being set in
place, any progressive measure to dismantle the
barriers that keep Indian society from being a
more equitable job market will turn out to be a
damp squib.



GS Paper 2 - Governance (Women Empowerment, Labour Laws, Social Justice)
GS Paper 3 - Inclusive Growth and Employment, Industrial Reforms

English Summary:
The editorial appreciates the Tamil Nadu government’s progressive amendment to the Tamil
Nadu Factories Rules, 1950, which allows women to work in hazardous and dangerous operations
previously restricted to men.
Key Highlights:
e The amendment permits women to be employed in around 20 hazardous sectors, including:
o Electrolytic processes, glass manufacture, lead treatment, petroleum and gas generation,
tanning, graphite and manganese manufacture, pesticides, and fireworks industries.
e Exceptions: Only pregnant women and minors are barred.
e Earlier Reform: Women were allowed to work night shifts with written consent.
¢ Objective: To end gender-based occupational segregation and challenge the patriarchal
perception that women are vulnerable and need protection.
Concerns and Recommendations:
e Removing legal barriers is just a first step; ensuring safety, facilities, and equality is essential.
e Factories must provide:
o Separate toilets, changing rooms, rest areas, medical check-up rooms, and drop-home
facilities for night-shift women.
e Implementation requires monitoring by State Labour Departments and cooperation from
factory management.
e Women must not be coerced into such jobs or penalised for refusing hazardous work.
e The goal should be to create a safe, equitable, and dignified workspace for all genders.
Editorial Insight:
The move is a step toward gender equality in industrial labour, but success will depend on how
effectively the State enforces workplace safety norms and social safeguards.
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s+ Exam Relevance:

Labour Reforms in India - Tamil Nadu Factories Rules, 1950.

Women Empowerment in Workplace - Maternity, Safety, Equality.
GS-II (Governance, Policies, Social Justice).
GS-1III (Inclusive Growth, Labour and Industrial Safety).
Essay Paper relevance: Gender Equality and Work Participation in India.

How do monsoons affect Tamil Nadu?

How are heavy rains affecting ciges, Barmband. and infrastrocture? Wit are the health and environmental risks of prodonged heavy rainfallz What role is the
Mulkaperivar Dam playing in rising flood risk? Can Tamil Nadu manage simultancous inflows from Kerala and local monsoon rains?

EXPLAINVER
Yasadevan Mukunsh

The story so far:

e pyortheast moosoon has
bicked s early this year, at
st o ays sooer for the
sevond year runnieng, over

Tamnil Nohe. Larst year, this phase of the
mansoon ended with the Stase reconding
3% more rain than the loog-perid
average, and forecasters expect this vear
to g the same way,

Historicalhy, policymakers and State
authorities fave consistently mterpresed
excess rain &8 3 positive, Climsate change is
comphicating this caloulus because whale
sainfall voluoes incressse, they are often
concentraoed ln short and localised
Bursts, delivering over-lange quantities of
weater In places that often can't absoch
them in full, As § result, & might be thine
80 reconskher the iden thae “exoess is
pood™.

Why Is excess raintall a concern?

In urban areas, surfaces paved with
cancrete and asphalt keep them from
absocbing heavy rainfall, eading to mapid
runoff that overwhelms drasage systems,
Jeading to Sash oods, low-lying areas
betng inunduted, peoperty damage, aod
disrupted transpoetation.

As een during Cyclone Midsiung and
Tarmil Ny in 2023, urban power
uthorities are also prone to cutting
power supply in such droamstances,
citingg hoose cabdes, The sheer volme of
waner can also Jeand 10 sewage overflows,
whene uestrested wastewater 5 Esclurngsd
oo streets and waterbodios, usdossting
siymificasst health and environmental
azards.

The aricubtural sector's vulperabilcy
o excessioe ralnfall & well known:
waterlogged soll suffocates plant roots,
wishes iy seeds and young crops,
sheds the arrient-rich topsodl over time,
and uletmanedy boses s foogererm foriling

Raging flow: Swphin waner hewng released boem the Nullaparrsar Dam. sa00m Aoy

Too much moistane cun also ease the
spread of furgal disesases and pests that
devastate crops aod andercus viekd,
leading to skzraficant financial losses for
[rmens. Intense Dursts can wbso wash
ferilizers, pesticades, and other
ariouitural debeis invo waterbodbes,
inchxling reservoirs, degrading water
quality. Firsally, stagnant water becomes a
breeding grovexd for masquitoes,
incressing the risk of vecror-barne
discases such as malaria and dengue fever
and zoonotic di Hikoe & i

The cummmlachve lnpact of these (ssies
trarekstes 30 synificant economik and
sochal costs, Dansage 10 bulldings, poblic
infrastrocrure, and sgricalural Bind
WAETIIILS substantial investiments i repak
and rebuilding sobunions. Disrupekans 1o
brrsinesses and transport networks

ecopamic actavity. Flooding and
Landsdips can also displace commumities,
mgare people, and even kill them if they
are particulaly vunerable. The
peychologecal ol oo affected

. S 5.
Japames: encephalitis, amd soruby typlus

What are the wider impacts?
Prolonged peciods of ranfall also raise the
waler tabde, the liael bedow which the

is suturated with water. And a
persistently high water table can
compromise the stabilicy of building
fourslations, roads, amd otber
Infrastructure; I can also oxert pressury
on baserners walls, beading to cracks,
beaks, and the rowth of modd. Smurmed
sail also Joses its load bearirg capacity
and canses Bonndathons 1o shilt or setthe,
poteneially Seading to symificamt
structural dasnige over tene

populstions, incloding stress and anxiety,
s another signficant and often
overlooked consequence.

Why is Tamil Nadu particularly
vitlnerable?

Tamd Nady, in partioabur, needs o
consider the Kerala fauctor as well, The
WO States receive rain from two different
monsoon patterns: Keraks's primary radmy
s 5 the sousliwest monsoon from
June to September, wheness Tamil Nadu
roceives most of its ran during the
northeas monscon from October 1
December. Ar lmportant problem arkses
when these monsoon penods overlap or
when both Sunes experience Miense

radnall strlranecusly. T is carmenedy
the Gise with the early ansed of the
NOCDHEAST IOrso0n

Al the heart of the Esue is the
Mullsprertyae Daam, wiich, whiile it is
Jocated in Kerala's idukkt district, s
operated by the Tamdl Ny goservament
0 divert water 1 Irmgate Grmdinds
There is, & o resude, 3 “direct” link
between the raingall in Kerala's catchmens
arvas and the water Jeveds in Tamil Nadu's
Tiver systems.

When the catchment areas of the
Mullapestyar Dam recetve heavy malntall,
the reservoir fills up rapidly. To epssre
U caom's sasfety and 0o muarsape the rising
water bevels, Tamil Nadu's authocities are
cotmpedied o open the dam's shatters
The refeased water flows in two directions
arx] ks oreating a double wihamny. One
Portion Bos down the Perivar thver
within Kerala, potentilly Sooding the
o lying wrvas of Klokkl district and
creating an inter-State issue while the
primary Bow is diverted 5o Tamil Nado's
Vol Dam. And this influx may arrive
previsely when Tamd Radu's own rivers
and reservolrs are already swollen from
the angoiog NOCTHeast onsoon

What is bappening on the ground
now?

This simoltanecess influx thus turns
Kerala's “excess™ water from a potential
resource into an immediate fSood risk foc
Tamnil Nadu. brstead of just managing the
rairswater (allmg within its own borders,
Tarunil Newdes meest also handle a massive,
ooocentrmed milow from its neighbour
T Seate s corrently beeping ali 13
shutters of the Mullapersar Dam open,
releasirg thonsands of cusecs of water o
make rocmn for the incessant infhux. Asa
resat, both Gurmband and residential
areas In Thend are slready submenged
evemn as the district is by battersd by its
NS ISO0T! Talis.

For these reasons, it nuay be time $or
Tamil Nedu und other Staes like It
inchoding Kerala, to reconsider the
“enoess i good™ ootlon vissvis mintall

GS Paper 1 - Geography (Monsoon Patterns, Floods, Climate Change)

GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management, Environmental Impact, Infrastructure Resilience

THE GIST

-

he northeast monzcon s
Arvived al ok fous dins
ek for tha second
conaecumve pear, Bringoyg
ey caisfall that is expected
to exceed the long-perod
wenage

-

Excess an lxoveredelming
urhas areas, witerloggog
formbasd, and Wainicg
Infrastractune, while the
Nullapernyar Dam infow 3033
a “dogbile whammy” %o Tamd
N rivers 20d resenedin

A d

Winedogaed w0, owertliowing
fwers, and SLgan walee
create crop damage, health
hagards, and throats to
betddings, roads, and patike
salety, emphasiing the need
b rethink the "encess & good
notion

English Summary:

The northeast monsoon has arrived early in Tamil Nadu for the second consecutive year,
bringing the risk of prolonged heavy rainfall and urban flooding. The article explains how climatic
changes, urbanisation, and inter-State hydrological links—especially with the Mullaperiyar Dam—
compound these challenges.

Key Points:

1. Excess Rainfall - A Changing Perception:

o Policymakers traditionally viewed heavy rainfall as beneficial for agriculture and reservoirs.
o Now, climate change causes short, intense bursts of rainfall that urban infrastructure
cannot absorb, turning “excess” into a liability.

2. Urban Vulnerability:

o Concrete and asphalt surfaces prevent absorption, leading to runoff, waterlogging, and



floods.
o Events such as Cyclone Michaung (2023) showed how cities like Chennai suffer due to
poor drainage and encroachment on wetlands.
3. Agricultural and Health Impacts:
o Excess water damages crops, depletes soil nutrients, spreads fungal and vector-borne
diseases like leptospirosis, and creates economic instability for farmers.
o Stagnant water fosters mosquito breeding, increasing risks of malaria and dengue.
4. Mullaperiyar Dam - The Double Whammy:
o Located in Kerala’s Idukki district but operated by Tamil Nadu, the Mullaperiyar Dam
diverts water to Tamil Nadu’s Vaigai basin.
o When Kerala receives excess rain, both States release dam water simultaneously—creating
a “dual inflow” into Tamil Nadu'’s river systems.
o This intensifies flood risk, particularly in Theni, Madurai, and Dindigul districts.
5. Environmental and Infrastructure Concerns:
o Waterlogged soil weakens roads, buildings, and bridges.
o Itdisturbs economic activities and can displace communities.
6. Way Forward:
o Tamil Nadu must modernise drainage and dam management, adopt integrated rainfall
monitoring, and coordinate real-time with Kerala.
o Authorities should shift from the outdated notion that “excess rainfall is good” to a more
nuanced, climate-resilient policy framework.
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Exam Relevance:

GS-I (Geography): Monsoon system, climate variability, flood control, river basin management.
GS-III (Disaster Management & Environment): Flood mitigation, inter-State coordination, health
& agricultural impact.

GS-1I (Governance): Centre-State coordination on environmental hazards.

Essay Paper: “Climate Resilience and Urban Preparedness in India.”



EXPLAINER

Adr hazard: A st pal worker sweeps Outhi strewts as authonities announce potential doud seeding 10 tackie raing poliution. S, Kass aus

Why cloud seeding is not a solution to
Delhi’s air pollution crisis

Deelhi's air remains polluted due to emissions from vehicles, construction. power plants, waste burning and agnculural fires; cloud seeding cannot
create rain without clouds, provides only temporary relief at best, and diverts attention from evidence-based solutions that address the root causes

Shatizad G
Krishna AchutaRao

The story so far:
elhi's plan for doud seeding ls
being sold as a bold solution
to air pollution. 1n reality, it is
a textbook case of schence
misapplied and ethics ignored.

Why Is Delhi's alr fouler in winter?
Across North Inclia, air quality s poor
throtghout the year, but it reaches
extreme levels in the post-monsoon and
winter moaths. After the monsoon
withdraws, dry continental alr masses
from the northwest dominate the reglon.
The winds weaken and the air becomes
stagnant, keeping pollutants from being
dispersed efficsently.

Cooder alr holds less absolute water
vapour and the stable, high-pressure
systems that prevad during these months
suppress the upwiard motion needed for
clouds to form. The sky may look haxy,
bt that haze comes from trapped
pollution, not from ratn-bearing clouds.
Raan cannot be conjured out of thin air. Tt
necds water vapour,

For most of the highly polluted coaler
months, the atmosphere i (oo dry and
stable to support signahicant rainfall. Rain
does occur occasionally during these
montls, but these beief spells are

typically caused by western disturbances,

weather systems that originae in the
Mediterranean reglon and can bring
moisture from that region or interace with
local systems drawing up mossture from
our neighbouring seas, These events can
be predicred o few days in advance, but
are not a reliable or consistent source of
rainfall for North tndia,

Does cloud seeding help?

Cloud seeding depends on nasural cloods;
it can't create thesn. And even when
clouds exist, the evidenoe that seeding
reliabdy increases raanfall remsaims sweak
and contested. And when It radns and
reduces pollution, the respite is
temporary at best. The averwhedming
evidence is that pollution Jevels go back
ugp within a day oe two,

The air pollution problem is not just
confined to Delhl. Across North tndia, alr
qualiry s dengeroasly poor year-round.
Yet public debate often treats smag as 2
seasomal musance, normalising pollution
and poticing it only when it becotes
unbearable. Cloud seeding is just another
gimuroick in a series of smilar unscientsfic
Jdeas, like sinog towers, suggesting that
flashy inerventions can substitute for
serions, structural sobutions,

What are the risks of cloud seeding?
The temptation to enganeer a shorteut 1o
fix alr pollution Is understandable - bot it
raises deeper ethical questions about how

scienoe i used, what risks are justified,
and who bears responsibility when things
#0 wrong.

Even if the science behind cloud
sevding were robust, which It s not, i still
involves dispersing compounds such as
siiver ioudkle or sodium chloride o
clouds o trigger condensation. Stiver
lodide works for cloud seeding because its
crystal structure is very similar to that of
lce, so it ‘tricks” wager droplets in the
cloads into freezing amo it. These newly
formed ice crystals then grow heavy and
fadl as radn or spow. While generally
considered low risk in small doses,
repeated use can accumulate In soils and
water bodies. The longterm effects on
agriculture, ecosvstems, and human
health remuain poordy understood.

Beyond these envirommental risks,
there Is the question of acoountabiliny, If
cloud seeding colncides with ntense
rainfall thas leads 1o Booding, causing
damage to Infrastructure, crops, and
livelihoods, or loss of life, who will be
responsthle? Even if the rainfall and
fooding are unrelated 1o seeding, public
perception coukd still link the two,
undermining trust in both science and
governance,

What can ‘fix' the air?

Science has lony identified the real cause
of North India's haxardous abe: the Lack of
effective control over emisssans from

vehicles, mdustry, constriction, power
plants, waste burning, and seasonal
agricultural fires, compounded by
unfavourable metearology during the
cooler months. The solutions are equally
clear but remain langely unimplemented;
cleaner transport, sustainable energy,
better waste management, and urban
plammeng that actually reduces pollution
sources. Yet, instead of reinforcing these
priarities, parts of the sclentific
ecosystem ~ researchers, advisors, and
institutionts - are lending credibility o a
costly spectache that will do lintke to
address the sources of the crisis, By
artaching thewr aatharity 1o the Hlusion of
quick fixes, they risk wasting scarce
public resources, undermining rust, and
diverting attention from systemic changes
that coudd make a real difference.
Snake-oll solutions will not clear the alr
in Dedlid or the rest of Noreh Tndba,
Instead, courage is recpuired on the
ground: 10 reduce the sources ol polluton
and pursue equitalde, evidence-based
action, Anything less is not just misplaced
scence - it is an ethical fallure, a
diversion from the patient, unglamornxis
work needed to ensure dean air
throughout the vear,
(Shadezod Gand is an Assistard Professor ar
the Centre for Atmaspierte Sciences, ITT
Defld. Krishna AchutaRao is @ Professor ot
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, IIT
Dethi)



GS Paper 3 - Environment (Pollution, Technology-based Mitigation, Sustainable
Development)
GS Paper 2 - Governance (Policy Interventions, Environmental Regulation)

English Summary:

The article critically analyses Delhi’s plan to use cloud seeding as a solution to the capital’s
worsening air pollution and explains why it is scientifically weak, temporary, and ethically
questionable.

The Story So Far:

e Delhi’s air pollution reaches hazardous levels during post-monsoon and winter months due to
vehicular emissions, construction dust, coal-based power plants, stubble burning, and waste
fires.

e Low wind speed and temperature inversion trap pollutants close to the ground.

What is Cloud Seeding?

e Itinvolves artificially inducing rainfall by dispersing chemicals like silver iodide, potassium
iodide, or dry ice into clouds to promote condensation and precipitation.

e It depends entirely on natural clouds and favourable weather conditions.

e [t cannot generate rain where there are no clouds—which is often the case in Delhi during
winter.

Why It Won't Work for Delhi:

1. Scientific Limitations:

o India’s rainfall largely depends on unpredictable weather systems from the Mediterranean
(Western Disturbances); these cannot be controlled.
o Cloud seeding results are inconsistent—it may not increase rainfall reliably.

2. Temporary Relief, Not a Cure:

o Even if successful, the rain only cleans air for a short period, while emissions resume
immediately after.

o Itdiverts attention from long-term structural solutions such as emission control and
green energy transition.

3. Environmental and Ethical Concerns:

o Silveriodide and similar chemicals used in seeding can contaminate soil and water,
affecting agriculture and human health.

o There are accountability issues — who takes responsibility if pollution reduction fails or
damage occurs?

4. Root Causes Ignored:

o Delhi’s pollution crisis stems from systemic governance failures, such as:
» Poor enforcement of emission norms.
» Inefficient waste management.
» Open burning of waste and crop residue.
» Lack of sustainable urban planning.

Author’s Argument:

¢ (loud seeding is a “scientific gimmick” that provides a false sense of action.

e The real solutions lie in:

o Cleaner energy transitions,

o Stricter vehicular norms,

o Sustainable agriculture (to prevent stubble burning),
o Urban afforestation and public transport reform.
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What France and others can learn
from Sweden’s hard budget lessons

Swedden’s public finances among the best in Europe: fiscal strength built on belt-tightening after crash int990s; among the most eritical changes was a
shift in pension system political polarisation makes kessons hard for Europe to follow: deeper erisis need prompt action from debe-heavy nations

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
STOCKHOLM

ben  Sweden's
w then-Finance
Minister Go-
ran Persson dashed 1o New
York during the coumtry's
early 1990s financlal crisis
to plead with Wall Street
investors to keep buying its
debt, he stayed in a budget
hotel  Infested  with
cockroaches.

That reflected the Fr
nance Mingsery’s seeiet “ab-
solutely no extravagance”
policy, Mr. Persson, who
later became PM wrote in
his 1997 book “Those Who
Are In Debt Are Not Free”,
Penny-pinching on Minis-
terial travel was one small
part of a decades-long aus-
terny drive, which has
creaed fiscal Jeeway much
of the belr-tightening Eu
rope is lacking, allowing
Sweden this vear to pledge
billions for defence, ener
gy and tax cuts in its largest
public spending package in
decades.

The lessons for other
countries, especially
France, deep In its own
buclget crisis, are simple, if
not easy. First, things may
need o get really bad be
fore politicians are ready to
act. Secondly, buy-in from
voters, unions and opposi:
tion parties is crucial for
Jong-term success.

Finally, a strong global
economy and a shice of

Trial by fire: Former Swediah PM Goran Persaon during his vestt 1o Tallen, Estooia. SEUTERS (FILE

luck on theing really help.

Living beyond means
After decades of living
beyond Its means, Swe-
den's debt had by 1994
roughly doubled to around
#0r%, of gross domestic pro-
duct from 44% in 1990 At
worst, the budger deficit
hit 12% and nvestor confi-
dence collupsed and the
Riksbank briefly hiked in-
terest rates to SO0%,

The government res-
ponded with cuts in spend-
ing on welfare, defence
and education worth 8% of
GDP. The economy shrank
more than 1'% three vears
in a row, unemployment
soared and bank credit
losses piled up in Sweden's
worst downturn since the
19308 Great Depression

“We had a banking cri-

ee

Alter decades of living
beyond ks means.
Sweden's debr had by
1994 roughly doubled o
around 80% of gross
domestic product from
% I 194K

sis, a foreign exchange cri
sts and a debt crisis,” said
Stefan Ingves, a former
central bank governor who
oversaw the clean up of
Sweden's "bad banks® af-
ter the crash

“In some sense, we
were at the end of the
road,” he told Rewuters.

The government. st a
spending ceiling and bud:
geted for surpluses over

the economic cycle. Pen-
sions were reformed to en
courage  private savings
and deepen capital mar-
kets, while labour unions
and emplovers agreed 1o |-
mit wage growth,

Gradually those re
forms, helped by the fact
that a weakened currency
was  boosting  exports,
started to work: the econo
my grew+.1% in 1994, and
debt fell below 50% of GDP
within a decade,

“In an open economy,
structural change pays,”
Ingves said.

Among the most critical
changes was a shift w0 a
pension system where pay-
ments are adjusted  for
market returns and life ex-
pectancy, easing the pres-
sure on the budget from
the ageing population and

passing the shortfall risk
anto individuals.

France, where the re-
threment age remalns a hot-
button Issue, spends just
aver 13% of its GDP on pen-
sions  compared  with
10.751n Sweden, according
to Eurostat data, and the
gap gets bigger when
healtheare and other social
benetits are included,

No free lunch

To be sure, it came at a
price: thousands of public
employees lost their jobs
and Sweden was left with &
legacy of underinvestment
in  infrastructure,  from
energy and transport net-
works to hospital beds. Bur
painful memories of the
crisis have ensured there
has been no backsliding,

“Government after go-
svernment has held the
fine,"” Finance Minister Eli-
sabeth Svantesson told
Reuters, “There is a con
sensus, which s a strength
for Sweden.”

Decades of frugality are
now paying dividends.
With public debt now at
just over a third of GOP,
Sweden was able to hike
defence spending to 3.5%
of GDP, pump up to 440bik-
liom crowns ($46.73 billion)
Into nuclear power expan-
sion and provide 105 bil
fion crowns to- support
Ukraine,

At the same time, the
government cut income
taxes and VAT on food and
raised spending on job
measures and yet its bor-

rowing costs remain lower
than Germany's. Unlike
many other developed na-
tlons, Sweden also man-
aged to ride out the finan-
clal crisis of 20082009
and the COVID pandemic
withowt plling on much
new debt. Replicating Swe-
den’s path, however, will
be hard for France and oth-
er furo zone countries
faced with rising debt.

Sweden’s exporters op-
erated in a buoyant 19905
world economy fuelled by
an IT boom and rapid glo-
balisation - a far cry from
the protectionist wlt seen
from Washingeon to Beljing
now, “Sweden was not
okay, but the rest of the
world was reasonably
okay,” noted Ingves,

Moreaver, since the
1990s the political land-
scape has become more
fragmented with the rise of
far-right partles across Eu-
rope- including in Sweden
making it much harder o
bulld consensus on unpop-
ular measures, such as tax
hikes or welfare cuts. Ul
mately, some argue,
France has not yet reached
a tipping point like Sweden
did in the 1990s and fre
land, Portugal, Ialvand
Greece two decades later
duning the euro zone sove-
reign debt crisis, which
forced them to repair thedr
public finances.

Despite all its  woes,
France still has access to
borrowing at a reasonably
affordable 3.35%, allowing
it to muddie through,

GS Paper 3 - Economy (Fiscal Policy, Public Finance, Debt Management, Economic Reforms)

GS Paper 2 - Governance & Comparative Political Systems (Lessons from other countries’ policies)

English Summary:
The article analyses how Sweden’s economic reforms and fiscal discipline during its 1990s

financial crisis helped it emerge as one of the strongest economies in Europe — and what lessons
countries like France and other Eurozone nations can learn today amid rising debt, inflation, and
political polarisation.
Background: The 1990s Crisis
e Sweden faced a severe financial meltdown in the early 1990s.
¢ Public debt doubled from 40% to 80% of GDP by 1994.
e The government was forced to cut spending in welfare, defence, and subsidies, and raised interest
rates to 500%.
e The Swedish Finance Ministry’s motto was “absolutely no extravagance.”
Key Reforms & Lessons:
1. Fiscal Austerity & Discipline:
o Sweden enforced strict budgetary limits, reduced welfare expenditure, and prioritised



structural reforms over populism.
o Government spending fell below 50% of GDP, down from over 60%.
2. Living Beyond Means - The Warning:
o After decades of overspending, Sweden realised that long-term prosperity cannot be built
on debt-financed consumption.
o Fiscal consolidation improved investor confidence and restored stability.
3. Structural Economic Changes:
o The pension system was reformed by tying payouts to economic performance, preventing
future fiscal burdens.
o Taxreforms encouraged savings and productivity instead of consumption.
4. Export-led Recovery:
o Post-crisis, Sweden leveraged its tech and manufacturing exports, especially during the
1990s IT boom, to revive its economy.
o Pragmatic monetary policy ensured inflation control without suppressing growth.
5. Social Consensus & Political Will:
o Despite painful cuts, Sweden’s citizens accepted austerity due to trust in governance and
transparent policymaking.
o The approach reflected a balance between economic realism and social welfare.
Comparison with France & Eurozone:
e France spends over 13% of GDP on pensions, compared to Sweden’s 10.7%, making reforms
politically harder.
e Political polarisation and populism in France hinder deep reforms.
e Sweden’s approach—tight budgets, fiscal prudence, and reform-linked welfare—offers a model
for Europe’s debt-burdened nations like Italy, Greece, and France.
Contemporary Relevance:
e With Europe facing post-COVID fiscal stress and ageing populations, Sweden’s 1990s model
demonstrates that short-term austerity can lead to long-term sustainability if backed by
political courage.
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Malnutrition to have ‘generational’
impact on newborns in Gaza: UN

70% of newborns are premature or underweight, compared to 20% before Hamas's October 2023 attack on Israel Kicked off
the war: UN Population Fund director calls for a surge of aid to help prevent potential lifelong health issues in the enclave

Agence France-Presse
UNITED NATIONS

senior UN official
Awamed on Wed-
nesday of “genera-

tional” impacts in Gaza
from malnutrition among
pregnant women and ba-
bies, urging a surge of aid
to help prevent potential li-
felong health issues.

“The sheer extent of the
devastation looked like the
set of a dystopian film,” An-
drew Saberton, deputy ex-
ecutive director of the UN
Population Fund (UNFPA),
told presspersons after his
visit to the wartorn
enclave,

He said a quarter of Ga
za’s population i
“starving”,

“That includes 11,500
pregnant  women  for
whom starvation is partic-
ularly catastrophic  for
both mother and new-
born,” said Mr. Saberton,
whose agency leads repro-
ductive and maternal
health programs around
the world.

English Summary:

Humanitarian crisis: Wedad Abdelaal, her 9-manth-old son Khaled whe suffers from malnutrition, with
the rest of her children who show signs of malnutrition, In their tent at a camp In Khan Younis. A2

As a result, 70% of new-
borns are préemature or un
derweight, compared to
20% before Hamas's Oc-
tober 2023 attack on Israel
kicked off the war.

“Malnutrition will have
generational effects, not on
the mother, but on the
newborn, likely to result in
ever longer lasting care
and problems throughout

the life of the baby,” he said
at UN headquarters in New
York.

The recent ceasefire has

allowed more freedom of

movement for humanitar-
ian workers, said Mr. Sa-
berton, but only a “trickle
of aid” is being allowed in,
that is “nowhere near
enough”.

The lack of medical sup-

plies and facilities is also a
major factor, he said, with
over 94% of hospitals dam-
aged or destroyed, and on-
Iy 15% of operational facili-
ties offering emergency
obstetric care.

“Maternal death rates
are high, partly due to the
fact that simple things like
contraception are no lon-

ger available,” he said, not-

ing some potential moth-
ers are “looking for and
doing unsafe abortions",
In addition, some
700,000 women and girls
struggle each month with a
lack of privacy, water and
sanitary pads during their
menstrual cycle,

‘Unmapped minefield’
Separately, an aid group
said that clearing the sur-
face of Gaza of unexploded
ordnance will likely take
between 20 to 30 years. An
official with aid group Hu-
manity & Inclusion de
scribed the enclave as an
“unmapped minefield”,

“If you're looking at a
full clearance, it's never
happening, it's subterra-
nean. We will find it for
generations to come,” said
Nick Orr, an Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal expert at
Humanity & Inclusion,
comparing the situation
with British cities after the
Second World War.

“It's going to be a very
small chipping away at a
very big problem,”

A senior official from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has warned of “generational

impacts” of malnutrition in Gaza, especially among pregnant women and newborns, following the
prolonged war that began after Hamas’s October 2023 attack on Israel.
Key Points:



1. Alarming Malnutrition Levels:

o Around 70% of newborns in Gaza are now premature or underweight, compared to
20% before the war.

o Over 11,500 pregnant women are suffering from severe hunger and lack of nutrition.

o A quarter of Gaza’s population is currently “starving.”

2. Generational Impact:

o Malnutrition will affect not only mothers but also future generations, as poor nutrition
during pregnancy leads to lifelong health issues such as stunted growth, low immunity,
and cognitive deficiencies in children.

o Thisis being termed a “generational crisis.”

3. Health System Collapse:

o Over 94% of hospitals in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed, and 15% of facilities
offering obstetric care are still operational.

o Maternal deaths are rising due to lack of prenatal and delivery care, absence of
contraceptives, and unsafe abortion practices.

4. Women'’s Suffering:

o About 7 million women and girls in Gaza lack access to privacy, sanitation, and
menstrual hygiene facilities.

o Many are resorting to unsafe abortion practices because of restricted healthcare access.

5. “Unmapped Minefield” Warning:

o Aid groups estimate that clearing Gaza of unexploded ordnance (UXO) could take 20-30
years, creating long-term safety hazards.

o Theregion is described as an “unmapped minefield” that will affect future reconstruction
efforts.

6. Humanitarian Response:

o The UNFPA and other UN agencies are calling for a “surge of humanitarian aid”, saying
that the current response is “nowhere near enough.”

o The recent ceasefire has not sufficiently improved access to health supplies or ensured
safety for aid workers.

Significance:

The situation highlights how armed conflict leads to humanitarian, social, and health crises,
especially for women and children, and how international humanitarian law and aid mechanisms are
crucial for global peace and security.
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U.S. blockade aims at isolating Cuba, says
envoy, seeking stronger ties with BRICS

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ahead of a crucial vote at
the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) con-
demning the U.S.-imposed
economic and financial
blockade of Cuba, the Cu-
ban envoy in New Delhi
said the blockade imposed
by the Trump administra-
tion is “most painful” for
Cuba and that his country
would like to explore possi-
bilities of greater financial
integration with the BRICS

English Summary:

Juan Carlos Marsan Aguilera

economies.

“The U.S. blockade aims
to isolate Cuba and dis-
courage investors and busi-

nessmen from travelling to
the country. Earlier, we
had around one million
tourists every year, but
now barely three hundred
thousand visit. On October
28-29, we will submit this
resolution to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly,” said Am-
bassador Juan Carlos Mar-
sin Aguilera at a press
conference at the Press
Club of India.

“Had the blockade and
trade restrictions not pre-
vented U.S. tourists from
travelling to Cuba, our

country would receive 1-2
million U.S. visitors every
year, representing nearly
$2 billion in revenue for
the Cuban economy,” Mr.
Aguilera said

Mr. Aguilera said the
Trump administration has
heightened tensions bet-
ween the U.S. and Cuba by
including Cuba on the list
of state sponsors of terro-
rism, adding, “For de-
cades, it is the United
States that has sponsored
terror attacks targeting
Cuba.”

The Cuban envoy in New Delhi, Juan Carlos Marsan Aguilera, criticized the U.S.-imposed
economic blockade on Cuba, calling it “most painful” and a deliberate attempt to isolate Cuba from
global trade and finance. The statement came ahead of a United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) vote
condemning the U.S. blockade.

Key Highlights:
About the Blockade:

o The U.S. economic and financial embargo on Cuba was intensified under the Trump

administration.

o Itrestricts trade, investment, banking transactions, and tourism, effectively crippling

Cuba’s economy.

o Cuba has been listed as a state sponsor of terrorism by the U.S., worsening tensions.
Impact on Cuban Economy:



o Before the blockade, Cuba received 1-2 million U.S. tourists annually, generating $2
billion in revenue.
o Currently, only ~300,000 tourists visit the country due to travel restrictions.
o The blockade has also discouraged foreign investments and trade partnerships.
Cuba’s Appeal at the UN:
o Cuba plans to submit a resolution at the UNGA on October 28-29, seeking global
condemnation of the U.S. embargo.
o The UN has consistently voted against the blockade for decades, but it remains enforced.
Cuba’s Strategic Response:
o Cuba seeks closer ties with BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) to diversify
trade and investment.
o BRICS is viewed as a counterbalance to Western-dominated institutions such as the IMF
and World Bank.
o Strengthening ties with India and Russia is part of Cuba’s strategy to enhance financial
independence.
Diplomatic Context:
o The envoy accused the U.S. of “sponsoring acts of terror” against Cuba for decades.
o The U.S. blockade is widely criticized as violating international law and humanitarian
norms.
Broader Context:
The issue reflects Cold War legacies, where U.S.-Cuba tensions persist despite shifting global
alignments.
The event also underscores the emerging role of BRICS as an alternative diplomatic and financial
platform for nations facing Western sanctions.
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