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Bracing for dowﬁpour: Chennai received light rain on Friday
when the sky was overcast for most part of the day. R. RAGU

Low pressure area
off TN. coast may
turn into cyclone

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The well-marked low pres-
sure area over the Bay of
Bengal, which is expected
to become a cyclonic
storm by Monday morn-
ing, is likely to cause heavy
rain, especially in north

Tamil Nadu, from
Saturday.
Intense rainfall may

start in the northern dis-
tricts from Sunday. Accord-
ing to the Regional Meteor-
ological Centre (RMC), the
system is likely to become
a depression over the
southeast and adjoining
central Bay of Bengal by Sa-
turday, further concentrat-
ing into a deep depression
by Sunday.

‘Cyclone Montha’

It is likely to gather
strength as a cyclonic
storm over the southwest
and adjoining west-central
Bay of Bengal by Monday
morning. The potential cy-
clonic storm is likely to be
called ‘Cyclone Montha’, a
name suggested by Thai-
land for tropical cyclones

in the north Indian Ocean.

The RMC has forecast
that the prevailing weather
conditions will sustain wet
conditions in the State un-
til the month-end.

While Cuddalore, Vil-
lupuram and Chengalpattu
districts may receive heavy
rainfall on Saturday, in-
tense rainfall is likely to
lash six northern districts
— Chennai and its neigh-
bouring districts, Ranipet
and Villupuram - on
Sunday.

Excess rainfall

B. Amudha, Head (Addi-
tional in-charge), RMC,
said there would be more
clarity on the landfall of
the cyclonic storm in a cou-
ple of days once the system
became more marked and
came closer.

The vigorous Northeast
monsoon had already
brought excess rainfall
across many districts, she
added. The State has re-
ceived 22 cm of rainfall so
far this season since Octob-
er 1. This is half the average
Northeast monsoon total
of 44 cm.



(GS Paper 1 - Geography (Climatology); GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management)

English Summary:
A low-pressure area off the Tamil Nadu coast is expected to intensify into Cyclone “Montha”. Heavy rains
are forecast for northern Tamil Nadu and Chennai. Authorities warned of flood risk amid an active
northeast monsoon.

Hindi Summary:
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Gyan Bharatam Mission
to ink pact with institutes

It is a flagship initiative of Culture Ministry for identifying, digitising, preserving, and promoting

India’s manuscripts; the institutes will be categorised as cluster centres and independent centres

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

he Gyan Bharatam
I Mission on manu-
scripts, under the

Union Culture Ministry,
will on Saturday sign Mem-
orandums of Understand-
ing with around 20 insti-
tutes across the country
for conservation, upkeep,
and digitisation of
manuscripts.

While the 20 institutes
will sign the MoUs on Sa-
turday, 30 more will do so
over the next few days, a
senior official of the Union
Culture Ministry told The
Hindu. Some of these insti-
tutes are Asiatic Society
Kolkata, University of
Kashmir, Srinagar, Hindi
Sahitya Sammelan, Praya-
graj, and Government
Oriental Manuscript Li-
brary, Chennai.

Gyan Bharatam is a flag-
ship initiative of the Minis-
try of Culture for identify-
ing, documenting,
conserving, digitising, pre-
serving, and promoting In-
dia’s vast manuscript herit-
age.

It was announced dur-
ing the Union Budget this
year.

The mission’s mandate

GS Paper Mapping:

Preserving history: The mission is an initiative to identify,
document and digitise India’s vast manuscript heritage. FILE PHOTO

is to preserve and establish
a dedicated digital plat-
form — known as the Na-
tional Digital Repository
(NDR) — to share India’s
manuscript heritage
worldwide.

The institutions set to
sign MoUs have been cate-
gorised into cluster centres
and independent centres.

In the case of a cluster
centre, the institution shall
be responsible for execut-
ing all manuscript-related
activities of its own centre,
as well as those of its desig-
nated cluster partner
centres, which shall not ex-
ceed 20. In the case of the
independent centres, the
institution shall be respon-

GS Paper 1 - Indian Heritage and Culture

English Summary:

sible for executing all ma-
nuscript-related activities
pertaining solely to its own
collection.

Gyan Bharatam shall
provide the overarching
framework, guidance,
monitoring, and support
for the execution of activi-
ties under this partner-
ship. In addition, it shall al-
so  provide funding,
necessary equipment, and
budgetary allocations to
the designated Centres,
subject to approval of work
plans, milestones, and
quality verification.

The various activities to
be provided by the insti-
tutes with GB’s support
have been categorised into

GS Paper 2 - Governance (Government Policies & Initiatives)

survey and cataloguing,
conservation and capacity
building, technology and
digitisation, linguistics and
translation, research, pu-
blication, and outreach.
The centres have also
been asked to constitute a
dedicated Gyan Bharatam
Cell experienced in each
vertical, in the spirit of vo-
luntary service, to repre-
sent the Centre with sin-
cerity, while also serving as
a vital channel of commu-
nication to foster collabo-
ration and ensure smooth
coordination.

Funds in instalments

As far as finances are con-
cerned,funds shall be re-
leased in phased instal-
ments in accordance with
the implementation sche-
dule and milestones out-
lined in the approved work
plan.

The first instalment
(70%) shall be disbursed
upon the annual budget,
the second (30%) instal-
ment shall be released only
upon submission of pro-
gress reports, detailed fi-
nancial report, submission
of utilisation certificates
(UCs) and other important
documents.

The Gyan Bharatam Mission, under the Union Ministry of Culture, aims to identify, digitise,

preserve, and promote India’s vast manuscript heritage. On Saturday, the ministry will sign MoUs with
around 20 institutes, followed by 30 more, for conservation, upkeep, and digitisation of manuscripts.



Institutions include Asiatic Society (Kolkata), University of Kashmir (Srinagar), Hindi Sahitya
Sammelan (Prayagraj), and the Government Oriental Manuscript Library (Chennai).

The mission will create a dedicated digital platform — the National Digital Repository (NDR) —
to share India’s manuscript heritage globally.

Institutions will be categorised as:
e Cluster Centres (responsible for their own and partner centres’ manuscript-related activities)
¢ Independent Centres (responsible for their own collections only).

Each centre will have a Gyan Bharatam Cell for voluntary service, coordination, and
communication. The mission will also focus on surveying, cataloguing, capacity building, translation,
research, and publication.

Funding will be provided in two instalments — 70% upfront and 30% after submission of
progress and audit reports.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:

Ministry: Ministry of Culture

Digital Platform: National Digital Repository (NDR)

Aim: Preserve, digitise, and promote Indian manuscripts
Structure: Cluster Centres + Independent Centres

Focus: Digitisation, research, translation, publication, outreach
Funding pattern: 70%-30% instalment model



EC warns parties against
misuse of Al-generated
content during elections

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming Bi-
har Assembly election, the
Election Commission on
Friday issued an advisory
to all political parties on
responsible use and disclo-
sure of synthetically gener-
ated information and Al-
generated content during
election.

In a letter to the heads of
all political parties, the poll
body said that it had been
brought to its notice that
“the misuse of hyper-realis-
tic synthetically generated
information, including
depicting political leaders
making electorally sensi-
tive messages, is contami-
nating the level-playing
field in the electoral arena,
disrupting fair and equal
conditions for all political
participants, which is a sine
GS Paper Mapping:

The poll body had
issued similar social
media ethics rules in
May 2024 ahead of
the general elections

qua non for preserving the
integrity of the political
campaigning during
elections”.

“The use of technology
for creating, generating,
modifying and altering in-
formation and publishing
and transmitting syntheti-
cally generated informa-
tion is a deep threat and
challenge because of its
ability to masquerade as
truth and unwittingly trap
political stakeholders into
incorrect conclusions and
therefore, ECI finds it par-
ticularly imperative to en-
sure that transparency and
accountability are main-

tained to preserve electoral
integrity and voter trust,”
the letter said.

Previous guidelines

The EC had issued detailed
guidelines in May last year
just before the general elec-
tions regarding responsible
and ethical use of social
media platforms, and an
advisory, dated January 16,
2025, specifically address-
ing concerns around labell-
ing of synthetic and Al-gen-
erated content used by
political parties for election
campaigning. The poll bo-
dy asked political parties,
candidates, and campaign
representatives to ensure
that any Al- generated or
Al-altered image, audio, or
video used or disseminated
for campaigning purposes
shall bear a clear, promi-
nent, and legible label such
as “Al-Generated”.

GS Paper 2 - Governance (Election Commission of India, Electoral Reforms, Role of

Technology in Elections)
GS Paper 4 - Ethics in Public Administration (Political ethics, misinformation, transparency)

English Summary:

Ahead of the Bihar Assembly elections, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has issued an



advisory to all political parties regarding the responsible use of Al-generated and synthetically altered
content.

The EC warned that misuse of hyper-realistic synthetic media — especially fake videos or audios
depicting political leaders — poses a serious threat to electoral integrity, as it can mislead voters,
distort facts, and create false narratives.

The advisory emphasised that:

e Political parties must disclose Al-generated or synthetically modified content clearly, labelling
it as “Al-Generated”.

e Misuse of Al tools to spread misinformation undermines free and fair elections, disrupts the level
playing field, and erodes voter trust.

e Transparency, authenticity, and accountability are essential for maintaining the sanctity of
elections.

The EC also recalled that it had issued similar social media ethics guidelines in May 2024 before
the general elections and again in January 2025, specifically addressing concerns around synthetic media.

The new guidelines reiterate that no Al-generated text, image, audio, or video may be used for
campaigning without a clear, visible label identifying it as artificially created content.
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Sanctioning Russia
Trump is seeking to bring Putin to talks
by breaking his strategic will

fresh sanctions on Russia as punitive mea-

sures relating to Moscow’s refusal to
strike a ceasefire agreement to bring the war in
Ukraine to a halt, with Washington targeting Rus-
sian oil giants Rosneft and Lukoil. Russia’s use of
the oil trade to finance war has been a bone of
contention for NATO members since the early
days of Russia’s incursion into and attacks on Uk-
raine, an indirect dimension of the conflict that
has pulled Asian powers India and China into the
fray. Over the summer, Mr. Trump sought to up
the ante in this regard by slapping India with an
additional 25% tariff for importing Russian oil, ov-
er and above the basic 25% rate imposed on other
countries as well, even though China, as a top im-
porter of Russian seaborne crude, was spared this
levy. Now, the latest round of sanctions appeared
to have penalised both trading partners of Mos-
cow significantly, with reports suggesting that at
least four major state-owned Chinese oil compa-
nies have suspended purchases from Russia and
that at least one private and three state-owned In-
dian refinery companies are planning for “recali-
bration of Russian oil imports” including the pos-
sibility of a “massive cut” over time.

At the heart of the White House move is the
seething frustration of Mr. Trump over failed at-
tempts to not only bring Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin to the negotiating table — a feat achieved
in Alaska in August and a second summit agreed in
Budapest before it was postponed following the
collapse of ceasefire talks — but also to nudge the
Kremlin towards at least a short-term arrangement
that might lead to a cessation of hostilities as a pre-
cursor to a broader treaty on territorial and insti-
tutional agreements. It is possible that the latest
sanctions may lead to a genuine tightening of op-
tions for Mr. Putin on ending the war, especially as
Washington will now be joining the European Un-
ion that has adopted its 19th sanctions package
against Moscow, specifically focusing on technolo-
gy supply chains, energy revenues, and financial
networks. Nevertheless, it may be premature to
applaud their potential impact on the Kremlin’s
strategic calculus. Ultimately, whether sanctions
have teeth or not depends on the consistency of
their enforcement, including shutting down the in-
evitable loopholes and workarounds that Moscow
will seek to exploit to continue selling oil abroad,
possibly at even sharper discounts. Mr. Trump
may find that he has travelled full circle to arrive at
the same sticky negotiating points between Mos-
cow and Kiev that his predecessor faced — an early
end to ground hostilities, control of Donbas, and
the permissible extent of NATO influence in the re-
gion. Only if sanctions can break Russian strategic
will on at least one of these points will the pros-
pects for peace brighten considerably.

T he Trump administration has imposed



GS Paper Mapping:

GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India-Russia-US relations, Global Sanctions,
Geopolitics)
GS Paper 3 - International Economic Developments & Energy Security

English Summary:

The Trump administration has imposed fresh sanctions on Russia as punitive measures for
Moscow’s refusal to agree to a ceasefire in Ukraine. The sanctions mainly target Russian oil giants like
Rosneft and Lukoil, accusing Russia of using oil trade revenues to finance its war.

The move has complicated global oil markets, particularly for countries like India and China, major
importers of Russian crude. Reports suggest that several Indian and Chinese companies have suspended
or recalibrated Russian oil imports in response.

The sanctions aim to pressure President Vladimir Putin into peace negotiations and end
hostilities, but also expose US frustration over repeated diplomatic failures.

The US strategy seems designed to:

1. Weaken Russia’s economic ability to sustain the war,
2. Align with European Union sanctions (now in their 19th package), and
3. Signal to allies the seriousness of enforcing economic and technological restrictions.

However, the article notes that these sanctions’ effectiveness depends on consistent
enforcement, including closing loopholes Russia might use to continue oil sales through alternate routes
or discounts.

It cautions that the sanctions might not immediately change Kremlin’s strategic calculus, though
they may tighten Moscow’s financial options and global leverage over time.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:

Topic: Global Sanctions on Russia (US-led measures)

Actors: USA, Russia, EU, India, China

Purpose: Pressure Russia to cease Ukraine conflict

Mechanism: Target oil exports, finance networks, technology trade

India’s Impact: Indian refiners reassessing Russian crude imports

GS Relevance:
o GS-II - International Relations, India’s foreign policy balancing
o GS-III - Energy security, global oil market volatility



Sleeping deathtraps

Modifications at body shops make
sleeper buses vulnerable

Pradesh, in the early hours of October 24,
involving a “luxury” bus from Hyderabad
to Bengaluru with 46 passengers, was one that
mirrored previous such tragedies. It was appa-
rently triggered by a fuel leak after the bus collid-
ed with a bike that had been knocked to the
ground earlier in a hit-and-run incident. The acci-
dent claimed 20 lives including the bike rider; the
survivors barely managed to escape through bro-
ken windows. Some 10 days earlier, 20 people
were burnt alive when an air-conditioned bus
from Jaisalmer to Jodhpur, with 57 passengers,
caught fire. There have been several eerily similar
fires such as in 2023, on a Nagpur-Mumbai bus.
Typically, most of these buses carry the names
of well-known brands but the fact is that only the
engine and the chassis are purchased from these
OEMs. The chassis is then made into a full bus in
body-building shops. While there is a case that in-
creasingly advanced electronics, electrical and the
air-conditioning systems used carry the risk of
electric fires, rigorous safety standards are typical-
ly followed while designing and installing these
systems. But what is not rigorous is body installa-
tion and modifications made at the body shops.
The Automotive Industry Standards (AIS) deve-
loped by the Road Transport Ministry do lay down
the structural and fire safety requirements for bo-
dies as well, but these are seldom followed. Often,
the body is made of poor quality composite mate-
rial that is highly inflammable. There is hardly any
crash testing. At the body shop, unsafe modifica-
tions are sometimes made such as installing an ex-
tra fuel tank. The sleeper arrangements on board
restrict passenger movement. Soft, highly inflam-
mable materials are used for curtains and other
barricades. Recent regulations specify that there
must be four exits on such buses — two main doors
and two collapsible windows — with no seat or
sleeper obstructing them. But these do not apply
to the existing fleet. The drivers are often not
trained to handle emergencies. It would enhance
safety to mandate that the emergency exit arrange-
ments are explained to passengers as they are on a
flight. Crash testing of the entire bus assembly
must be mandated to enhance safety during colli-
sions. Though current standards mandate fire de-
tection and safety systems that would detect and
give audible and visual warnings in a fire followed
by the activation of firefighting devices, these are
seldom followed at the body shops. What is need-
ed is a more comprehensive AIS that takes into ac-
count risks in sleeper buses followed by strict im-
plementation and regular monitoring.

T he accident in Kurnool district, Andhra



GS Paper Mapping:
GS Paper 2 - Governance (Road Safety & Regulation, Accountability in Public Transport)
GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management, Infrastructure & Technology in Transport Sector

English Summary:

The article discusses the recurring incidents of sleeper bus fires in India, highlighting severe
safety lapses and unregulated vehicle modifications as the primary causes.

The Kurnool accident (Andhra Pradesh) on October 24, involving a sleeper bus from Hyderabad
to Bengaluru, resulted in the death of 20 passengers after the vehicle caught fire following a collision.
Similar incidents occurred earlier in Jodhpur (Rajasthan) and Nagpur-Mumbai routes, exposing
systemic flaws.

Key Issues Identified:

1. Unsafe bus modifications:
o Many buses are made in body-building shops using only the engine and chassis from
recognized manufacturers.
o Local workshops often use inflammable composite materials, poor wiring, and unsafe
fuel tank installations, violating Automotive Industry Standards (AIS).
2. Lack of structural and fire safety compliance:
o Most modifications are untested; there’s no crash testing of the final assembly.
o Fire detection, alarm, and suppression systems mandated under AIS are rarely installed or
maintained.
3. Passenger safety compromises:
o Sleeper designs restrict movement and use flammable materials for curtains and
partitions.
o Emergency exits and collapsible windows are often blocked or absent.
o Drivers are not trained for emergency evacuation protocols.
O Recommendations by the Editorial:
Mandate crash testing for all sleeper bus assemblies.
Ensure fire detection and automatic suppression systems are functional.
Update and enforce a comprehensive AIS framework to include body shop certification.
Conduct frequent inspections and audits by transport authorities.
Compulsory training for drivers and crew on emergency exit procedures.
The piece calls for stronger regulatory oversight and accountability of private bus operators,
suggesting that without strict enforcement and periodic audits, India’s highways will continue to witness
preventable tragedies.

Hindi Summary
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Key Points for Exam Notes:

Topic: Road Safety & Transport Regulation in India
Context: Sleeper bus fire in Kurnool (Oct 2025)
Issues: Poor body shop standards, lack of AIS enforcement, fire hazards

GS Relevance:

o GS-II: Governance, Accountability, Regulatory Framework
o GS-III: Disaster management, Infrastructure safety, Transport technology

Respect the health rights of India’s children

he deaths of 25 children linked to

contaminated cough syrup has

shocked the conscience of the nation.

In a news cycle that often highlights
‘man bites dog’ sensationalism, the general
public is largely aware of two things: that 25
children died, and that a paediatrician in Madhya
Pradesh who defiantly prescribed the syrup to
the children is said to have received a paltry
commission of 22.54 a bottle; thus the cost of
each of those young lives was ¥2.54.

That all this happened despite the Union
Health Ministry having banned certain cough
syrup formulations for children under the age of
four years — as recently as April 2025 - citing the
risk of contamination, is shocking. There has also
been much discussion on responsibility — which
agency failed in its duty to monitor and prevent
the distribution of the syrup. The regulatory
agencies in India responsible include the Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation under the
Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India which handles large manufacturers of drugs
and export approvals, and State drug control
officers who handle the regulation, care,
manufacture, sale and distribution of drugs by
small- and medium-scale manufacturers.

Where the focus needs to be

Rather than apportion blame, it would be wise to
allow the law to take its course. The focus must
be on the regulatory framework behind the
distribution of paediatric medicines in India, and
the challenges India faces in ensuring the
protection it has guaranteed to its children in
Article 39(f} of the Constitution, which is also
listed as an important Directive Principle of State
Palicy.

Children (the age group under 18 years) make
up 39% of India’s population. There are a catena
of laws and policies in India — approximately 13 —
that are specifically designed to protect children,
from the seminal National Policy for Children
1974 to the India Newborn Action Plan 2014,
There are also about 10 pieces of legislation with
special provisions for children such as the
Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques Act to The Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies,
Benefits and Services) Act.

Significantly, while these are critical
interventions, they focus heavily on protecting
children in the workforce (lahour laws), and
preventing and punishing the sexual exploitation
of children. There are important initiatives for
children in health and education, but the specific

Jayanthi

is a former Union
Minister, an advocate
and a columnist

There needs o
be a holistic
[ramework to
monitor
medicine use
for children

area of pharmacovigilance in the dissemination of
paediatric drugs requires far more oversight and
also the development of robust infrastructure.

In a similar context, Dr. Harry Shirkey called
children “therapeutic orphans”. Children are not
small adults. The pharmacodynamic responses of
children and adults are vastly different due toa
spectrum of different physiologies. Further,
clinical trials of drugs are usually conducted on
adults and for ethical and other reasons almost
never on children, resulting in an alarming lack of
paediatric guidelines of dosage and
administration. All too often, the dosage and
administration of drugs for children are
extrapolated from guidelines for adults, leaving
children in much danger of overdosage and more
serious consequences. Special development
strategies of drugs for children are a cornerstone
of their health-care needs, particularly public
health care.

Overseas, the regulatory framework for
children-related pharmaceuticals is an
eye-opener. ln the European Union, it is under
the Paediatric Use Marketing Authorisation and in
the United States, under the Best
Pharmaceuticals for Children Act (BCPA). Inter
alia, such legislation also provides incentives for
research into paediatric drugs. India does not
have a specific policy or legislation and operates
on general guidelines. Since children are tatally
dependent on their parents or guardians for their
health needs, it is necessary that the government
frames clear guidelines.

Health-care-related financial burdens often
cause many impoverished families to fall into
deeper poverty, making it even more vital that
the pharmaceutical needs of children are made
aftordable,

The essential medicine concept
Therefore, the introduction of the essential
medicine concept in the health-care sector
contributes significantly to the greater availability
and affordability of life-saving medicines.
Essential medicines are those which satisfy the
priority health-care needs of the population, are
intended to be available in all health-care systems
and are of quality and affordable. Several years
ago, the World Health Organization (WHO)
introduced an essential Medicine list for children
(EMLc). This is used by policy makers to update
the EMLe lists in their own countries. Although
EML for adults are periodically revised, the EMLc
for children is not addressed regularly. This
requires immediate attention of policymakers.
Other basic safe practices in the distribution of
children’s pharmaceuticals include constant

education for care-givers and pharmacists, and
making it mandatory to read the label, dispense
the correct dosage and watch for side-effects
particularly when buying over-the-counter
medication.

Regulation of over-the-counter medication for
children especially for cough, cold and fever isan
important dimension of public health care. The
use of OTC medication varies in rural and urban
areas, but is more common in an urban setting.

Public health-care outlets are another area of
focus where clear guidelines need to be enforced
in dispensing pharmaceuticals to children. A zero
tolerance policy must be adopted against
substitute or substandard medication. In the case
of teenagers, attention must be paid to prevent
the misuse of drugs.

Over the last three years, WHO has issued
several warnings on contaminated cough syrup.
Some of these are related to cough syrup made in
various places in India. Children have also died in
the Gambia, Uzbekistan, Indonesia and
Cameroon as a result of these contaminated
syrups, India has emerged as the pharmacy to the
Global South with huge exports of cough syrups,
but this carries with it a responsibility to ensure
the absolute safety of the medicines exported.

Need for India data

India’s health policy with regard to paediatric
medicines cannot be framed only on the basis of
data on children available from other countries.
Our genetics are unique to us and our research
needs to be based on wholly Indian data. Nor
should data on paediatric medicines be
extrapolated from data that is related to adults.

We owe a fiduciary duty to our children to take
care in framing a health policy for them. We
expect responsible policymakers to take into
account diverse factors including awareness of
environmental pitfalls such as how toxicity of a
cough syrup may be exacerbated by malnutrition
in children.

Thus, adult medicines modified during
administration to children can only be
considered as off label and unlicensed. They
should not be used at all since they are
contraindicated in terms of formulation, age and
indicators.

Clearly, monitoring safe medicine use in
children is of utmost importance, The use of
medicines not proven to be safe for children is a
violation of the rights of voiceless children. India
urgently needs a robust and holistic
infrastructure to monitor and promote awareness
of safety protocols with regard to medicines given
to children.



GS Paper Mapping:
GS Paper 2 - Governance & Social Justice (Health, Child Rights, Regulatory Frameworks)
GS Paper 3 - Science & Technology (Pharmacology, Drug Safety & Public Health)

English Summary:

The article by Jayanthi Natarajan highlights the tragic incident where 25 children died due to
contaminated cough syrup in Madhya Pradesh, exposing deep flaws in India’s drug regulatory and public
health systems.

Despite the Union Health Ministry banning certain paediatric cough syrups for children
under six years, unapproved and unsafe formulations are still being sold due to poor monitoring,
regulation, and enforcement by the Central and State Drug Control authorities.

/\ Key Issues Highlighted:

1. Regulatory Lapses:

o Agencies like Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), State Drug
Controllers, and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare failed to ensure quality
control.

o There is an absence of strict pharmacovigilance (drug safety monitoring) and
accountability.

2. Pharmacological Neglect of Children:

o Children are not “small adults”; their drug absorption and metabolism differ
significantly.

o Mostdrugs are tested on adults, and doses are extrapolated for children — leading to
overdose or harmful effects.

o This has created an entire class of “therapeutic orphans.”

3. Global Context:

o India has faced repeated cases of exporting toxic syrups (e.g., Gambia, Uzbekistan,
Indonesia, Cameroon).

o Such incidents tarnish India’s reputation as a pharmacy of the Global South.

4. Socio-economic Impact:

o Health-related expenses push poor families deeper into poverty, making affordable and

safe paediatric medicines crucial.
5. Need for Policy Reform:

o There is an urgent need for a holistic child health framework under Article 39(f)
(Directive Principles of State Policy).

o Laws like the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act and Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies Act focus on child welfare but lack integration
with drug safety and public health systems.

6. Way Forward:

o Strengthen CDSCO and empower State Drug Control authorities.

o Introduce compulsory pharmacovigilance for paediatric drugs.

o Promote Essential Medicines Lists (EML) for children, similar to WHO’s guidelines.

o Regulate over-the-counter (OTC) drug sales and educate caregivers about safe usage.

o Mandate child-specific clinical trials to avoid extrapolating adult data.

The author concludes that India owes its children the right to health, and safeguarding that
requires robust law enforcement, research-backed medical protocols, and accountability in pharmaceutical
governance.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:
Topic: Child Health Rights, Drug Regulation, Pharmacovigilance in India
Article 39(f): Directive Principle ensuring protection of child health
Institutions Involved: CDSCO, Health Ministry, WHO, State Drug Authorities
Global Angle: Export of contaminated syrups damaging India’s credibility
GS Relevance:

o GS-II: Health Governance, Child Rights, Regulatory Accountability

o  GS-III: Public Health, Biotechnology, Drug Safety, Ethical Standards

w

ui



Madhya Pradesh is Indias largest sovbean producer; but young farmers are losing interest in farming. facing key
issues such as improper implementation of minimum support price, seed quality, input cost and the possibili
of the import of sovbean and sovbean meal from the United States. AM.

h reports on a brewing crisis
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father, (late) Thalour Datar Singh Rath-

ore, and his father, Thakur Santosh
Singh Rathore, began cultivating soybean on
their ancestral farmland in Muradpura, a village
on the outskirts of Indore in Madhya Pradesh
The oilseed was quite new to farmers in this area
even though others in the State had been sowing
it as far back as the late 19705 and early 1980s. Ar-
vind grew up helping his family earn a living
@owing soybean. For about 15 years now, he has
been managing sovbean on 25 acres of land, with
the help of his father. But something has
changed. The young farmer, also a distriet leader
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh-supported
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh, now wanss to leave agri-
culture and look for another job In another sec-
tor. The reasons are many.

Even as the harvesting of soybean was going
on, he found time to talk about some of the rea-
sons. He said youngsters like him were no longer
interested in farming due o multiple issues thi
ranged from dlimate change to the import-export
policies of the Union Government. “The yield is
very low this time,” he said. “We get two quintals
to 2.5 quintals per acre now. There was a time
when we used to get more than four quintals.
This is less than half of what my grandfather and
father used to get. The price is also almost a

1,000 less than whar we used to get 15 years
ago. We do not have any other alterna-
tive crops here as maize, a popular
alternate crop, is what the nilgai
Tikes." The nilgai (Boselaphes trago-
camelus) is an antelope species
which farmers consider to be a nui-
sance as it destroys crops, Arvind point-
ed out.

Arvind has also been re: out to his
farmer friends on the unpact that the possible
import of soybean from the United States could
have. "The government is already importing soy-
bean oil and other edible ails. But if soybean is
imported from the U.S., our crisis will deepen
The government shuuldw( s import-export pol-
icy right,” he says.

The MSP issue

There is another issue that he and other farmer
leaders are engaged with, which is proper imple-
mentation of the minimum support price (MSP)
and procurement by the government in loca)
markets. In the angoing kharif season, the go-
vernment had announced 25,328 as the MSF for a
quintal of soybean. But in the Chhawani grain
market of Indore, farmers have been selling thelr
produce for as fow as ¥ 3,000 per quintal. Ac-
cording to Arvind, “The government had pro-
mised MSP, but we are not getting even half the
MSP after the harvest. Soybean cultivation gives
s huge losses. Both the Centre and State govern-
ments claim that they have doubled the income
of farmers. The reality on the ground is quite the
oapposite. Farmers are leaving agriculture. They
are compelied to do it to protect their land”

The Union Government, in a statement on Oc-
tober 6, 2025, had said that the country's overall
cilseed sowing area, during the 2025 kharif sea:
son, had decreased by 10.62 lakh hectares com-
pared to the previous year. The decrease in soy-
bean alone was 9.1 lakh hectares. Madhya
Pradesh is India’s largest soybean producer — ov
or 40%, — harvesting about 52 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) from about 53 lakh hectares.

Dilip Singh is another farmer in lhc neighbour-
hood who has been cultivating soybean since
1997. He too agreed with Arvind that farmers are
not recovering even the input cost which is the
S Em

rvind Singh Rathore was born in 1989,
A which was the year before his grand-

Thisisavery
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story heing
put forth by
some vested
nterests..
the people
who want ta
import
sovbean to
India, For
themicis
business.

If that
happens. the
industry will
bedead...

DN PATHAK,
Eeadne
Directur of the
Soybean
Processars
Assactarion of
Indis CSOPAI

reason for the decrease in cultivation. Their fore-
bears used to cultivate coarse cereals, millets and
pulses earlier but switched to sovbean based on
what the government presented to them - soy-
bean cultiviation was linked to ensuring sell-re-
liance in edible oil requirements and in meeting
the protein needs of a huge population depen-
dent on vegetarian food

Upset with the change in fortunes, Dilip rued
the shift to soybean. “Now the prices of millets
and pulses have increased and the prices of soy-
bean have come down. We should not have shift-
ed to soybean,” he said. In 2014, be used to get
between 34,200 and ¥4,500 for a quinta) of soy
bean. “This season, 1 sold soybean for 3,300
and 3,500 a quintal. If it is very good quality,
then it will get £4,000. But no one is buying at the
MSP rate,” he said.

Both Arvind and Dilip said the Bhavantar
Bhugtan Yojana (price difference payment
scheme) announced by the government was no
solution.

“For one acre, | have o spend 38,000 1o
T10.000 as input cost. The harvest machine itself
costs £2,500 to €3,000 to run per acre. The Bha-
vantar Yojana is a fraud being played on farmers
as the mode! price and average price are diffe-
rent. The government says something and does
something else. This is duplicity,” Arvind
lamented.

The threat of imports

Sher Singh Thakur, another farmer, said the go-
vernment should stop any plan to import soy-
bean. “The officials should promote value addi-
tion and help the farmer. They should first think
about the farmer. Every farmer is facing losses.
The government is importing edible oil. But
farmers here are unable to sell their soybean ata
decent price. We have to take a loan for input
costs and 70% of the farmers depend on Joans,”
he said,

The Executive Director of the Soybean Proces
sors Association of [ndia (SOPAY, DN, Pathak,
has seen both the growth and the crisis in the
soybean sector. He bebeves that any shormage in
its cultivation will have a direct impact on pro-
tein availability as soybean in India is not an oil-
seed crop. Pathak sald, “Only 18% or 19% of the
soybean is used to make oil, 1t is basically a pro-
tein crop.” He said SOPA has been requesting the
government to ensure that farnsers get the cor-
rect price, "Productivity is Jow. It has been low
for the Lst 30 1o 40 years. It has not improved. A
Tot needs to be done to nnpmve productivity.
The industry should also work there. The go-
vernment should certainly make efforts,” he

said.

Pathak said that talk about the import of soy-
bean was belng floated by an lmpuu lobby with
vested interests. “They are asking why do we
grow soybean? This is a very dangerous story be-
Ing put forth hy some vested interests... the peo-
ple who want 10 export soybean in India, and the
people who want to import soybean to India. For
them it is business. If that happens, the industry
will be dead. And the farmer will also be dead”

Alear that farmers have is of
their soybean not belng.

agriculture. It comes as no surprise as his family
of farmers is from Uttar Pradesh. “We need about
7 million tonnes to § million nnes of soybean
meal” he says. “This means that we must crush
about 100 lakh tonnes of soybean, which is our
production now. If we grow more, we export. But
we cannot compete because our MSP is so high.
So, if somebody were to bring soybean from the
US., what will happen to this soybean which our
farmers grow? Or is there a suggestion that we
should not grow soybean? US, soybean is rough
ly $380 a tonne. Our soybean is $620 per tonne.
So shoukd we bring U.S. soybean at 3807

He raises more questions, “Then who will buy
the local soybean? What will the farmer do? The
whole import talk is absolutely ridiculous,” says a
visibly angry Pathak. "I don’t know why it should
even happen. Our processors are mainly into ofl
extraction and making soybean meal. They can
not compete with U8, processors.”

Kexlar Sleohd is s mesmber of the Ssunyuke Kisan
Morcha (SKM) and president of the Congress par-
ty's farmer cell in Madhya Pradesh. According to
him, the State's emnnmy lc dependent on soy-
bean. “Thep ng down of

From only 30,000 hectares during the
19708, the country has now maore than 12
million hectares under soybean cultivation.
Youwill not see any other crop having
expanded In such a way

KUNWAR HARENDRA

SINGH,
Directur of the ndian Couscll uf Agriodiure Research Indlan
Institute of Soybean Research

India, The SKM had demanded that the Centre
scrap all trade negotiations that will impact the
lives of farmers. SOPA had also sent a letter to the
Centre highlighting the point that the country
has sufficient stocks of soybean meal to meet
domestic demand and that allowing imports will
have "devastating consequences” for India’s agri
culture sector.

Arun Chauhan, leader of the Al India Kisan
Sabhu, a constituent of SKM, said that the de-
crease in production woukd be about 25% when
compared to last year. "There is huge concern
among farmers about U.S. imports. This has re-
sulted In decreased cultivation. Farmers fear that
thiat their soybean will not be valued if cheap soy-
bean is imported from the U.S. is dumped in In-
dian markets, Bven otherwise, this year, farmers
are likely to face Josses worth 1300 crore in the
State; 4 bulk of this will be from sovbean, We
have urged the government to intervene. The
SKM recently met all District Collectors in an ar-
tempt to demand compensation for farmers.
Arun said, “We will hold a protest in Bhopal on
October 27 raising the issues of farmers who are
cultivating soybean and other crops.”

Another farmer, Kallash Parthani, has been o
trader for 35 years at the Chhawani grain marker,
Like Pathak, he has also seen the ups and downs
of soyhean. He purchases soybean from farmers
for processors such as the Patanjali group. He
said, “Cultivation is down and yield is Jess. Trad-
ers are also worried about the future of soybean
The Bhavantar scheme is not helping farmers.
Unless soybean meal is exported, it will be diffi-
cult to survive. If LS. soybean comes here, it will
be a double blow,” he said. Kailash said some
farmers are keeping soybean for three to four

cting that the prices will i asex:
prun picks up. According to SOPA, on an average,
India exports about two million tonnes of soy-
bean meal; in this season, it could g0 down by 1.8
million tonnes. SOPA states that the reason for
lack of demand for Indian soybean is its higher
price.

‘The Chhawani market is one of the higgest say-
bean markets in India. During the season, traders
handle about 2,000 tonnes to 2,500 twnnes of
soybean a month. Said Kailash, “Traders of this
market brought yellow soybean and provided it
to farmers for cultivation after the 1990s. The
best time was between 1995 to 2015 when we
used to get 6,000 wnnes per month.”

Varun, a former secretary of the market, nod-
ded in ggreement, According to him, traders in
the market deal with buyers from across the
country. “We have a membership of about 1,500
traders. There are a ot of workers too in this mar-
ket. The fluctuations in the soybean market have
impacted traders. They are Josing revenue. Such
are basically from the policies of the

late. Substandard <eeds is one of the main rea-
sons, This year, it is particularly low. Sowing has
been done across approximately 52 lakh hectares
o 53 Takh hectares. But production will be very
Jow inat least 30 lakh hectares. Farmers are likely
to get up o 2 quintals to 2.5 quintals an acre," he
said, adding that total production from the State
will be at least 20 LMT less, from about 52 LMT'55
LMT, which was the average production rate. He
said the market prices at present is 35% to 40%
less than MSP. “Soybean is the lifeline of the farm-
ers of Madhya Pradesh. If the yield increases and
the proper price is given, it will help farmers.
Farmers do not have any tools for price mitiga-
tion., Industries are In crisis and this crisis is per
colating to farmers. All other countries provide
heavy subsidies to farmers and industry. But
here, both the sections do not enjoy any subsi-
dies.” he elaimed.

‘The advent of soybean in the State
In the 19805, Madbya Pradesh firse tried black
soybean, The present variety, which is yellow
soybean, reached farms by the first decade of
2000, Barlier, cooperative societies used to pro-
cure soybean till the end of the 1990s and pro-
duction was good 1o, Kedar said, “M.Ps fanmers.
stood on thelr Tegs with soybean farming. The
losses only began in the last 10 to 15 years. The
biggest issue was the seeds. Low quality seeds re-
sulted in i decrease in production and compa-
nies began to quene up offering fertilizers and
pesticides to enhance production. But this did
not work. Rather than it being from lab to land,
seeds are coming from market to land." he said.
When asked about the Bhavantar scheme, he
said, “It is a ‘copy paste exercise’ of the price loss
coverage of the United States Department of Agyi-
culture, where farmers are given financlal sup-
port when the prices of their products fell low or
thedr revenie dh d. There is no

government, The import policy of the govern-
ment is 4 problem. If the government allows m-
ports of soybean, it will be a major problem.™

An average trader in the market makes about
70,000 per month, “Import will act against both
the trader and the farmer. It is against Atmanib-
harta,” he said,

Manoj Kala, president of the market, has a
clear demand. He wamts the government to en-
sure MSP to farmers and that the de-oiled cake of
sovbean should be procured by the government.

A reposing of faith in soybean

In another part of Indore, despite the sentiment
and arguments expressed from the ground, the
scientific community has not lost hope in soy-
bean and its future. The Director of the Indian
Council of Agriculture Research (ICARY's Indian
Institute of Soybean Rescarch, Kumwar Harendra
Singh said: “From only 30,000 hectares during
the 1970, the country has now more than 12 mil-
lion hectares under soybean cultivation. You will
not see any other crop having expanded insucha
way. So this is the big achievement as far as this
crop is concerned,”

He said that the present decrease in the area of
sowing ks primarily due to & decline in prices.
“The government has been Increasing the MSP,
but the market rates were declining very fast,
And then, other options like maize are in de-
mand,” he said, “This is the only plant based
group which has 40% protein... This needs the at-
teation of the government and also different in-
dustries to create the awareness on how to use
this good quality protein,” he added, pointing to
the nead for more research on the use of soybean
as a human food.

Mahavir Prasad sharma, his colleague at the
institure, said there is an incubation centre for
start-ups in the insti helps P
develop soyl based food products. A focus

cy in fixing the model price.”

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), an umbzel-
Ta organisation of a number farmers’ outfits, In
which Sirohi is a member, is opposed to the pal-
icies of the State and Union G tic-

area is developing products thar will be a ‘palate
pleaser” as far as youngsters are concerned.

Said Kunwar, “The crop basically belongs to
China, and in India earlier, only a few States such
as Himachal Pradesh, ( d and some of

ularly in the soybean sector. The Morcha claims
to have the backing of a lot of farmers susch as Ar-

He suid, “The has 1o und
this, We have about 180 plants for extracting soy-
bean oil and for making soybean meal. All of
them will have to be closed down. We have about
26 billion to 37 billion worth of investment, All
this will go away. Banks will write off the loans. |
don't know what farmers will do. Whatever they
grow in this area instead of soybean ... the price
of that product will crash as soybean is cultivated
in a huge arca. It is actually scary.”

A trained professional in electronics, Pathak
Jolned SOPA In 1994, as he had a deep interest in
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vind who 1 with the Bharatiya Janata
Party tor the issues they take up. They have also
been raising issues such as suicides by soybean
farmers, One of their major campaigns is against
the possibility of the import of soybean and soy-
bean meal from the U.S. The SKM cited a lack of
transparency in discussions and the refuctance of
governments to state that agriculture and agri
markets are not part of any such negotiations,

They also point towards recent agreements
beeween India and the United Kingdom and the
1202, on integrated agricultural facilities across
=

the nostheastern States used to cultivate it. “More
than 90% of sova is being used for cattle feed. We
do not have value-added products. We can make
different nutritional powders from this, But the
industry has to come forward for that

Farmers like Arvind are in touch with scien-
tists like Kumwar to understand the latest deve-
lopments in soybean cultivation and its process-
ing. Arvind, however, said that had ICAR
provided them with adequate quantity of good
seeds, they would not have depended on private
seed suppliers, whom they cannot trust,
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GS Paper Mapping:

GS Paper 3 - Agriculture (Crops, MSP, Farm Distress, Global Trade Impact)
GS Paper 2 - Governance & Policy Implementation (Agriculture Schemes, WTO & Imports
Regulation)

English Summary:

The article analyses the agrarian distress in Madhya Pradesh, India’s largest soybean-producing
state, and how young farmers are losing interest in soybean cultivation due to falling prices, rising costs,
and poor policy implementation.

& Background:

Soybean, introduced in the 1970s, expanded from 30,000 hectares to over 12 million hectares,
making Madhya Pradesh the “Soy State of India.” It became a key cash crop and protein source for
farmers, replacing traditional cereals and pulses.

However, in recent years, soybean cultivation has become unprofitable due to multiple factors:

/\ Key Issues Highlighted:
1. Low Yield and Poor MSP Implementation:
o Currentyields are only 7-8 quintals per acre, half of what earlier generations achieved.
o Farmers complain that the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of 34,600 per quintal is
ineffective as procurement is minimal, and most are forced to sell at ¥3,800-%4,000 to
private traders.
2. Seed Quality & Input Costs:
o Declining seed quality, spurious pesticides, and rising fertiliser prices have hurt
productivity.
o Lack of timely monsoon and soil degradation have worsened the crisis.
3. Import Threat from the United States:
o Farmers fear that import of soybean and soymeal from the US will flood Indian markets,
depressing local prices further.
o Trade associations argue that imports will help poultry and feed industries, but farmers see
it as a direct blow to domestic producers.
4. Young Farmers’ Disinterest:
o The younger generation is moving away from agriculture due to repeated crop failures,
erratic prices, and lack of institutional support.
o Many are seeking non-farm employment or shifting to maize and vegetables.
5. Government Response & Policy Gaps:
o The Soybean Processors Association of India (SOPA) has demanded strict control on
imports and scientific price stabilisation mechanisms.
o There is duplication and inconsistency between the Centre and State governments
regarding MSP implementation and crop insurance.
6. Structural Problems in Farming:
o Inadequate irrigation coverage, poor storage infrastructure, and lack of market
linkages reduce farmer earnings.
o Small and marginal farmers are trapped in debt cycles due to reliance on local traders and
moneylenders.

O Analytical Insights:
e The article situates the crisis in a broader context of agrarian stagnation and the failure to
diversify crops sustainably.
e The introduction of soybean initially improved farmer income, but policy neglect and lack of
innovation have made it vulnerable.
e The crisis underscores the need for:
o Value addition and processing infrastructure in soybean-producing regions.
o Enforcement of MSP and procurement by government agencies.
o Importregulation to safeguard domestic producers.



o Crop diversification and soil rejuvenation schemes under PM-KUSUM and PM-Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana.

Hindi Summary
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Key Points for Exam Notes:
Topic: Soybean Crisis in Madhya Pradesh
Relevance: Agriculture, Trade, Farmer Welfare
Schemes Mentioned: MSP, PM-KUSUM, PMFBY, PM-Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
Concerns: Import threat, market volatility, youth migration from agriculture
GS Relevance:
o  GS-III: Agriculture, Cropping patterns, MSP reforms, Food processing
o GS-II: Policy implementation, Centre-State coordination



Japan’s new PM commits to higher
defence spend, ties with India, Quad

Takaichi said she Tooks forward' to promoting the Japan-ndia Strategic and Global Partnership: in order to promote

the main pillar of Tokyo's diplomacy, a Free and Open Indo-Pacific, India is a crucial partner; says an Assistant Minister

Suhasini Haidar
TOKYO

n a dramatic announ-
l cement three days af-

ter she was sworn in,
Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi said her go-
vernment will ensure that
Japan’s defence spending
would increase to 2% of its
GDP by March 2026, two
years ahead of schedule,
even as she pledged sup-
port for “security partner-
ships” like the Quad,
which includes India. Ms.
Takaichi, who said the go-
vernment’s first priority is
to tackle inflation and
boost fiscal spending, was
addressing the Japanese
Parliament, or Diet, in an
inaugural speech about
her agenda in office.

Ms. Takaichi, the coun-
try’s first woman Prime Mi-
nister, also responded on
Friday to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s congratu-
latory message on her ap-
pointment, saying she
“looks forward” to pro-
moting the Japan-India
Special Strategic and Glo-
bal Partnership.

“The free, open, and
stable international order

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi attends the House of Representatives
plenary session to deliver her policy speech in Tokyo on Friday. arp

with which we have be-
come familiar is being sig-
nificantly shaken by histor-
ical shifts in the balance of
power and intensifying ge-
opolitical competition,”
Ms. Takaichi said, citing
Russia, China and North
Korea as “serious con-
cerns” and promising to
deepen Japan’s “multilater-
al security consultations”
involving the U.S., South
Korea, the Philippines,
Australia, and the Quad.

In an interview to The
Hindu, Assistant Minister
and Spokesperson at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Toshihiro Kitamura said In-
dia was a “unique” country

for its leadership of the
Global South, and that Ms.
Takaichi was committed to
following former PM Shin-
20 Abe’s lead on the
Indo-Pacific.

Crucial partner
“In order to promote the
main pillar of the Japanese
diplomacy, a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific, India is
a crucial partner. Prime
Minister Takaichi is fully
committed to promote
further cooperation with
India,” Mr. Kitamura said.
In the parliament
speech, Ms. Takaichi also
ordered a review of Japan’s
National Security, Strategic

and Defence plans that in-
cluded the commitment
on raising defence
expenditure.

Japan’s GDP last year
was about $4 trillion (591
trillion Yen), and according
to the National Security
Strategy documents issued
in 2022, defence spending
was due to reach 11 trillion
Yen, or 2%, only by the end
of the financial year in
2027. The announcement
on defence spending and
the Indo-Pacific is signifi-
cant as it comes a day be-
fore Ms. Takaichi leaves for
Malaysia where she will
meet with counterparts
from ASEAN countries on
October 26, and then will
return to prepare for U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
three-day visit to Japan be-
ginning October 27.

Ms. Takaichi promised
to elevate the Japan-U.S. re-
lationship to “even greater
heights”. Tt remains to be
seen whether Ms. Takaichi
will also raise the Quad and
scheduling the Summit
due to be held in India later
this year, which has been
stalled due to India-U.S.
tensions on trade issues.

Ms. Takaichi called Ja-

pan’s population decline
its “biggest problem”, and
struck a sharp note on im-
migration, suggesting con-
trols on foreign nationals
working in the country, in-
cluding restrictions on
land acquisition by them.

Ms. Takaichi gave the
parliament address after
appointing her Cabinet,
which includes several fac-
es familiar to New Delhi.
Foreign Minister Toshimit-
su Motegi was a minister in
the Shinzo Abe cabinet
(201719}, while [nternal
Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi was the Foreign
Minister (2021-23), under
former PM Fumio Kishida,
and travelled to Delhi for
the G20 and Quad Foreign
Minister’s meeting. Mean-
while, 44-year-old Defence
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi
is the son of former Japa-
nese PM Junichiro Koizu-
mi, who travelled to India
in 2005 to reset ties, set off
strategic talks and
launched the practice of
annual summits with PM
Manmohan Singh.

(The correspondent is in
Japan at the invitation of
the Japanese Foreign Minis-
iry)

GS Paper Mapping:
GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India-Japan Relations, Indo-Pacific, QUAD)
GS Paper 3 - Security (Defence Cooperation, Strategic Partnerships)

English Summary:

In her first major policy address after assuming office, Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
announced that Japan will raise its defence spending to 2% of GDP by March 2026, two years ahead of
schedule.

This marks a historic shift in Japan’s post-war defence policy, symbolizing a move away from
pacifism towards proactive security participation in regional and global affairs.

Ms. Takaichi also pledged to strengthen security partnerships with the Quad countries — India,
the U.S., and Australia — and deepen strategic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.

® Key Highlights:

1. Defence Expansion:
o Japan’s GDP (= $4 trillion) will allocate about ¥11 trillion (2% of GDP) for defence by FY
2026.
o The new strategy builds on Japan’s 2022 National Security Strategy, focusing on regional
threats from China, Russia, and North Korea.



2. Strategic Partnerships:
o Ms. Takaichi emphasized “multilateral security consultations” with the U.S., South Korea,
Philippines, Australia, and India.
o The Japan-India Strategic and Global Partnership is described as the “main pillar of
Tokyo’s diplomacy.”
3. Focus on Indo-Pacific:
o The policy underlines Japan’s commitment to maintaining a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP)”, countering China’s assertive influence in the region.
o Indiais viewed as a crucial partner in ensuring maritime security, freedom of navigation,
and economic connectivity.
4. Domestic Policy Notes:
o Takaichi termed Japan’s declining population as its “biggest problem,” and proposed
reviewing policies on immigration and labour.
o She also vowed to stabilize inflation, manage fiscal spending, and modernize Japan’s
defence forces.
5. Continuity in Diplomacy:
o Takaichi’s foreign policy follows the legacy of former PM Shinzo Abe, who championed the
Quad and Indo-Pacific vision.
o Key cabinet members like Toshimitsu Motegi (former FM) and Yoshimasa Hayashi
(former Defence Minister) are seen as maintaining policy continuity.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:

e Topic: Japan's Strategic Shift and India-Japan-Quad Relations

e Key Terms: Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), Quad, Multilateral Security, 2% Defence Spending
Target



e Implications for India:
o Deepened maritime cooperation and joint naval exercises (Malabar).
o Enhanced technology and defence production partnerships.
o Alignment on China’s assertiveness in Indo-Pacific.

¢ GS Relevance:
o GS-II: International Relations - India-Japan relations, Quad diplomacy.
o  GS-III: Internal & External Security, Defence Policy.



India opposed to any move
that may affect truce in Gaza

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A day after the Israeli Knes-
set passed a preliminary
Bill on annexation of the
West Bank, India reiterated
that it opposes any “unilat-
eral” moves that has the
potential to dismantle the
peace initiative of U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump.

Speaking at the UN Se-
curity Council’s Quarterly
Open Debate convened by
Russia, India’s Permanent
Representative at the Unit-
ed Nations P. Harish said
India’s position is based on
its assessment of the “over-
all Palestinian question”
and emphasised that food
and other requirements
“must flow into Gaza in an
unimpeded manner”.

“The landmark initiative
of the United States has
generated diplomatic mo-
mentum towards peace
and all parties must adhere
to their obligations in this
regard. We also remain
firmly opposed to any un-
ilateral moves by parties
concerned. Now is the
time for all parties to sup-
port ongoing peace efforts,
rather than to derail
them,” said Mr. Harish on
Thursday.

The remarks came soon
after the Knesset approved
a Bill to apply Israeli sove-

P. Harish

reignty in the West Bank.
The Bill titled “Application
of Israeli Sovereignty in Ju-
dea and Samaria, 2025”
was initiated by Member of
Knesset Avi Maoz and was
passed by a narrow mar-
gin. It was sent to the Knes-
set’s Foreign Affairs and
Defense Committee for dis-
cussion before being sub-
mitted for further votes.

Palestinian question
Mr. Harish did not refer to
the Knesset’s move but re-
minded that India’s posi-
tion is “firmly rooted in its
consistent stance on the
developments since Octob-
er 7, 2023 as well as the ov-
erall Palestinian question.”
“India has clearly con-
demned terrorism;
stressed there must be an
end to destruction, despair
and suffering of civilians
and sought the immediate
release of all hostages; held
that humanitarian assis-

tance, particularly, food,
fuel and other necessities
must flow into Gaza in an
unimpeded manner,” said
Mr. Harish who described
President Trump’s peace
initiative as an “enabler
and catalyst in this
regard”.

He said that India sup-
ports “inalienable rights of
the Palestinian people to
self-determination, nation-
al independence and sove-
reignty” and that the two-
state solution is the “only
pragmatic path”.

Mr. Harish highlighted
India’s recognition of Pal-
estine in 1988 when India
began advocating certain
important elements of its
policy for the Israel-Palesti-
nian conflict — “a sove-
reign, independent, viable
State of Palestine, living
side by side in peace and
security with Israel, within
secure and recognised
borders”.

The Indian envoy said
that the Palestinian people
require support from the
international community
to “rebuild” their lives. He
said peace in Palestine has
regional implications and
India seeks lasting peace in
the region. He further re-
minded the Israeli and Pal-
estinian stakeholders to
“honour their respective
commitments”.



GS Paper Mapping:
GS Paper 2 - International Relations (India’s Foreign Policy, UN, West Asia Conflict)
GS Paper 3 - Internal Security and Global Peace (Impact of Global Conflicts on India)

English Summary:

India has reiterated its opposition to unilateral actions that could undermine peace efforts in
West Asia, particularly the Gaza truce. The statement came after the Israeli Knesset passed a preliminary
bill titled “Application of Israeli Sovereignty in Judea and Samaria, 2025”, which aims to annex parts of the
West Bank.

Speaking at the UN Security Council’s Quarterly Open Debate, India’s Permanent Representative
P. Harish said that such unilateral steps threaten to derail President Donald Trump’s peace initiative
and ongoing truce efforts in Gaza.

@ India’s Key Positions:

1. Opposition to Unilateral Moves:

o India stated that all parties must adhere to peace obligations and avoid unilateral actions
that could destabilize ceasefire agreements.

o Emphasized that food, fuel, and humanitarian aid must flow freely into Gaza.

2. Support for Two-State Solution:

o Indiareaffirmed support for the “two-state solution”, envisioning a sovereign,
independent, and viable Palestine living side by side with Israel within secure and
recognized borders.

3. Historical Consistency:

o India’s stance is consistent since recognizing Palestine in 1988 and advocating for the
“inalienable rights of Palestinians” — self-determination, sovereignty, and national
independence.

4. Condemnation of Terrorism:

o India condemned all forms of terrorism but stressed that collective punishment of

civilians must end and that humanitarian access should not be blocked.
5. Regional Implications:

o Mr. Harish warned that instability in Gaza has broader implications for regional peace,
and urged both Israel and Palestine to honour their commitments to existing peace
frameworks.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:
Topic: India’s Stance on Israel-Palestine Conflict
Representative: P. Harish, India’s Permanent Representative to the UN
India’s Position:
o Against unilateral annexation.
o Supports Two-State Solution.
o Recognized Palestine in 1988.
o Advocates peace, coexistence, and humanitarian relief.
GS Relevance:
o GS-II: India and its Neighbourhood Relations; Role of UN; India’s Foreign Policy.
o  GS-III: Security, International Peace, and Global Stability.



The new award will be open to fiction from any country
aimed at children aged 8 to 12. GETTY IMAGES

Children’s fiction to
get its first Booker
Prize debut in 2027

Associated Press
LONDON

The Booker Prize Foundation announced Friday
that it is setting up the Children’s Booker Prize
alongside its existing awards for English-language
and translated fiction.

Like its sister prizes, the children’s award
comes with a 50,000-pound ($67,000) purse.

The prize will open for submissions early next
year, and the inaugural award will be handed out
in 2027, with the winner picked by a jury of chil-
dren and adults led by writer Frank Cottrell-
Boyce, Britain’s current children’s laureate.

Mr. Cottrell-Boyce, whose books include the
Carnegie Medal-winning “Millions,” said he was
“buzzing” about the prospect.

“It’s going to be — as they say — absolute scenes
in there. Let the yelling commence,” he said.

Funded by the arts, environment, and educa-
tion charity AKO Foundation, the new award will
be apen to fiction from any country aimed at chil-
dren aged 8 to 12, either written in English or tran-
slated, and published in the U.K. or Ireland.

Booker Prize Foundation Chief Executive Gaby
Wood said the prize aimed to inspire more young
people to read and be “a seed from which we
hope future generations of lifelong readers will
grow.” The original Booker Prize was founded in
1969 and has established a reputation for trans-
forming writers’ careers. Its winners have includ-
ed Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood, Ian McE-
wan, Arundhati Roy, and Hilary Mantel.

The International Booker Prize was established
in 2005 as a lifetime achievement award. Since
2016, it has gone to a single work of translated fic-
tion, with the prize money split between author
and translator. Past winners include Nobel litera-
ture laureates Olga Tokarczuk of Poland and Han
Kang of South Korea.



GS Paper Mapping:
GS Paper 1 - Indian Heritage and Culture (Art, Literature, Awards)
GS Paper 2 - Education and Social Development (Encouraging Reading Culture, Youth Literacy)

English Summary:

The Booker Prize Foundation has announced the launch of a new international award — the
Children’s Booker Prize — which will make its debut in 2027. This new prize aims to celebrate excellence
in fiction written for children aged 8 to 12.

The award will run alongside the existing Booker Prize (for English fiction) and the
International Booker Prize (for translated fiction).

{8 Key Features of the Award:

e Prize Money: £50,000 (> $67,000 USD).

¢ Eligibility: Open to fiction from any country, written in or translated into English, and published in
the U.K. or Ireland.

¢ Jury Composition: The first jury will include children and adults, led by British children’s
laureate Frank Cottrell-Boyce.

e Purpose: To promote reading among young people and inspire a lifelong love for books.

€2 Background and Significance:

e The original Booker Prize (founded in 1969) is one of the most prestigious literary awards in the
world, known for transforming writers’ careers.

e The International Booker Prize was introduced in 2005 and now honours translated works, with
the prize shared between author and translator.

¢ The new Children’s Booker Prize — funded by the AKO Foundation (a charity supporting arts,
education, and environment) — aims to “sow the seed for future generations of readers.”

24 Contextual Relevance for Exams:

This move reflects a growing global effort to strengthen children’s literature, reading habits, and
creative imagination — key components of NEP 2020’s emphasis on foundational literacy and
cultural development.
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Key Points for Exam Notes:
e New Award: Children’s Booker Prize (from 2027).
e For: Fiction aimed at children aged 8-12.




Prize Money: £50,000.
Organizer: Booker Prize Foundation.
Supported by: AKO Foundation.
Purpose: To encourage children’s literature and reading habits.
Related to: NEP 2020 (India) - foundational literacy, cultural values.
GS Relevance:

o GS-I: Art & Culture (Literature, Global Awards).

o GS-II: Education Policy, Youth Development.



