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India gets a waiver on U.S.
sanctions against Iran port

US. relief on sanctions against Chabahar came into force from Wednesday; supplies to Afghanistan
can now be sent via the port; in September, the US. said it would revoke the waiver offered in 2018

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia has received a
l waiver on the United

States’ sanctions
against Iran’s Chabahar
port for six months, the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
spokesperson,  Randhir
Jaiswal, announced on
Thursday. Officials said
that the sanctions waiver
had come into effect from
October 29.

“Yes, I can confirm that
we have been granted ex-
emption for six months on
the American sanctions
that were applicable on
Chabahar,” Mr. Jaiswal
said, in response to a ques-
tion during the weekly me-
dia briefing.

India has been associat-
ed with the Chabahar port
at least since 2005, when it
agreed with Iran to deve-
lop the port.

Shifting prospects

Both sides signed an MoU
in 2015 to jointly develop
the Shahid Beheshti Port
at Chabahar in the hope
that it would emerge as a

English Summary:

Vital link: India has been associated with Chabahar port since 2005, when it entered into an agreement
with Iran. GETTY IMAGES

major commercial hub.
The port’s prospects came
under a cloud due to West-
ern sanctions against Iran,
but in 2018, the first
Trump  administration
gave a waiver to Indian op-
erations at the Chabahar
port as it was aimed at
helping the development
needs of the U.S.-backed
Islamic Republic of Af-
ghanistan.

In September, the U.S.
Department of State said

that it would revoke the
waiver for Indian opera-
tions that was offered by
Donald Trump in 2018.
The move exposed anyone
associated with the Chaba-
har project to U.S. sanc-
tions under the Iran Free-
dom and
Counter-Proliferation Act.
The latest U.S. decision
means that supplies to Af-
ghanistan, especially es-
sential items, can still be
sent through Chabahar.

‘India will help
Afghans build
hydel facilities’

NEW DELHI

India is willing to support
Taliban-governed Afghanistan
in building “hydroelectric
projects,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on Thursday. He
said the two sides can build on
a “history of cooperation” on
water-related issues. » PAGE 6

India has received a six-month waiver from the United States on sanctions related to operations at
Iran’s Chabahar Port. The waiver, effective from October 29, will allow India to continue developing
and operating the port without violating American sanctions on Iran.
The move enables uninterrupted cargo and humanitarian aid supplies to Afghanistan, especially
essential goods like food and medicine, through the strategic Chabahar route.

Background - India’s Role in Chabahar Port:
e India and Iran signed an MoU in 2003 to jointly develop the Shahid Beheshti terminal at

Chabahar.



e A formal agreement was signed in 2015 to operationalize it, with India Ports Global Limited
(IPGL) managing operations since 2018.

e The project aims to provide India direct access to Afghanistan and Central Asia, bypassing
Pakistan.

Why the Waiver Matters:

e The U.S. had imposed sanctions on Iran under the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act
(IFCA), which also affected third-country entities.

e In 2018, the Trump administration gave India a conditional waiver for Chabahar due to its
importance in humanitarian supplies to Afghanistan.

e However, in September 2024, the U.S. indicated it might revoke the waiver, raising concerns in
New Delhi.

The latest decision reverses that threat, reaffirming U.S. recognition of Chabahar’s developmental

and regional stability role.

Strategic Importance of Chabahar Port:
¢ Geopolitical Location:
Situated on the Gulf of Oman, Chabahar provides India with a gateway to Iran, Afghanistan,
Central Asia, and Europe through the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
e Bypasses Pakistan:
Offers India an alternative route for trade and humanitarian access to Afghanistan.
¢ Regional Balance:
Counters China’s influence in the region, especially Beijing’s presence in Gwadar Port (Pakistan)
under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Implications of the U.S. Waiver:

For India:

e Secures India’s long-term investments in Chabahar (over $85 million).

e Strengthens India’s strategic connectivity projects in West Asia.

e Enhances India’s image as a reliable development partner in Afghanistan.

For Afghanistan:

e Allows continued humanitarian aid supplies and trade through India-Iran corridor.
¢ Reduces dependency on Pakistan-controlled transit routes.

For the U.S.:

e Indicates a pragmatic shift — balancing sanctions enforcement with regional stability needs.
e Reinforces India’s role as a strategic partner in South and Central Asia.

Timeline Snapshot:

Year Event

2003 India & Iran sign initial Chabahar development MoU

2015 Agreement signed for Shahid Beheshti terminal

2018 India starts operations via IPGL; U.S. sanctions waiver granted
2024 U.S. announces waiver renewal effective Oct 29

2025 India resumes full operations & supply to Afghanistan

Broader Diplomatic Angle:

e The waiver underscores the resilience of India-Iran ties, despite U.S. sanctions pressure.

¢ India must continue balancing its strategic autonomy — maintaining cooperation with Iran while
deepening ties with the U.S. and Israel.

e Italso reaffirms India’s commitment to regional connectivity, particularly within the INSTC and
Central Asian outreach framework.

Hindi Summary ('%Tﬂ ARI):
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic

Chabahar Port Project

U.S. Sanctions & Foreign Policy

International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC)

India-Afghanistan Trade via Iran

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“Discuss the strategic significance of the Chabahar Port for India’s connectivity and regional diplomacy in
the context of U.S. sanctions and evolving geopolitics in West Asia.”

(250 words -
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Relevance

Connectivity

India-Iran Relations & Regional

Global Governance & Diplomacy

India’s Neighborhood Policy

Strategic & Economic Cooperation

Trump, Xi seek trade war truce, take a step back in war over tariffs, rare earths
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English Summary:
U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping met in Busan, South Korea, and
agreed to de-escalate the U.S.-China trade war that had disrupted global markets since 2018. Both
leaders committed to reducing tariffs, ensuring rare-earth supply, and resuming trade
cooperation to stabilize the global economy.
This meeting — the first in six years — is being viewed as a diplomatic thaw, with Trump calling it a
“great success” and Xi describing it as an “important consensus.”
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Key Outcomes of the Busan Meeting:
¢ Trade Truce Announced:
Both nations agreed to pause escalation of tariffs and resume negotiations to restore trade

balance.

e U.S. Tariff Reduction:
The U.S. reduced tariffs on Chinese goods from 57% to 47%, easing market pressure.
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¢ China’s Commitments:
o Purchase “tremendous amounts of soybeans and other farm products.”
o Ensure stable supply of rare earth elements, crucial for global electronics and defense
industries.
o Cooperate to control illegal fentanyl trade, which the U.S. claims originates from China.

Strategic Importance of Rare Earths:

e Rare earth elements (REEs) are vital for semiconductors, batteries, defense equipment, and
clean energy technologies.

e China controls ~80% of global REE production, giving it a major leverage in trade diplomacy.

e The U.S. sought assurances to keep supplies flowing amid sanctions and export restrictions.

e The deal included an extendable one-year framework for rare-earth cooperation.

Broader Economic Implications:

e The trade truce helped stabilize global markets, which had suffered due to high tariffs and
disrupted supply chains.

e China’s suspension of import restrictions on American goods for a year indicates an easing
stance.

e Trump’s government expects the truce to benefit U.S. farmers, especially soybean producers.

Trump-Xi ‘G2’ Reference and Global Impact:

e Both leaders referred to the U.S. and China as a “G2” — signalling joint global leadership.

e This characterization could reshape international power dynamics, sidelining middle powers
like India, Japan, and Australia.

e Experts warn it could weaken the Quad (India-U.S.-Japan-Australia) framework if Washington
reorients toward Beijing.

India’s Perspective:

e India’s exports may face competitive disadvantages, as tariff relief for China makes its products
more attractive in U.S. markets.

e New Delhi views the “G2” narrative cautiously, as it may reduce U.S. strategic dependence on Asian
allies like India.

e However, a stable global trade environment may benefit India’s export-oriented sectors such as
electronics, textiles, and IT.

Major Quotes:

¢ Donald Trump: “We've reached an important consensus... tremendous amounts of soybeans and
rare earths will be purchased.”

e XiJinping: “China and the U.S. can jointly shoulder our responsibility as major countries and work
for the good of our two nations and the world.”

Wider Geopolitical Analysis:

e The U.S.-China truce represents a temporary stabilization in great power rivalry.

e While easing global tensions, it also redefines multilateral economic cooperation, potentially
marginalizing emerging economies.

e Analysts see this as a tactical pause — not a permanent end — to the trade war.
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Exam Relevance Table:
Topic
U.S.-China Trade War

Rare Earths & Strategic Minerals

Global Trade Tariffs
G2 vs Quad Dynamics

GS Paper

GS Paper 2
GS Paper 3
GS Paper 3
GS Paper 2

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“Discuss the global and regional implications of the recent U.S.-China trade truce and its potential impact
on India’s strategic and economic interests.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)

Relevance
International Relations

Economic Security, Strategic Resources

Globalization & World Economy

India’s Foreign Policy & Strategic Positioning

Support price hike brings hope to Kerala’s
rubber heartland, but scepticism lingers

Hiran Unnikrishnan
KOTTAYAM

As Kerala braces for back-
to-back elections, the go-
vernment has hit the accel-
erator for calming the
nerves of settler farmers
and inject fresh life into the
State’s struggling rubber
sector.

The Cabinet move to
hike the support price of
rubber from %180 to 3200
per kg has sent a wave of
optimism through central
Travancore and the settler
belts of north Malabar,
where rubber trees still
dominate the landscape.

Coming close on the
heels of two key legisla-
tions, namely the Kerala
Land Assignment (Amend-

English Summary:

r:':
Idukki district in Kerala. H. VIBHU

ment) Act, 2023 and the
draft Wildlife Protection
(Kerala Amendment) Bill,
the decision is being read
as a well-timed play to re-
connect with Kerala’s po-
werful farming heartland.
Farmers, while welcom-
ing the gesture, remain

I 0 e P

Boost during tough times: A view of the rubber plantation in

sceptical about whether it
will be enough to revive
the fortunes of a crop that
once fuelled Kerala’s rural
economy.

“While the long-awaited
base price of ¥250 wasn’t
granted, this hike gives
hope for the future of rub-

ber cultivation in Kerala,”
says Babu Joseph, general
secretary of the National
Consortium of Rubber Pro-
ducer Societies.

The demand for higher
support prices for rubber
and paddy has long been
championed by the Cathol-
ic Church, particularly the
Syro-Malabar Church.
Ahead of the last Lok Sab-
ha polls, the Church had
thrown its weight behind
the farmers’ cause.

Biju Sebastian, presi-
dent of the Catholic Con-
gress under the Changa-
nassery Archdiocese, said,
“It’s encouraging that the
government has respond-
ed, but the hike still falls
short of the LDF’s 3250
promise.”

The Kerala Cabinet has approved an increase in the support price of natural rubber from 3180 to
X200 per kg, sparking cautious optimism among rubber growers, especially in central Travancore
and north Malabar, the state’s main rubber belt.
The move, seen as both an economic relief and a political strategy ahead of upcoming elections, aims
to rejuvenate Kerala’s struggling rubber sector, which has been reeling under low global prices,
import competition, and declining domestic demand.

Key Announcement:



e Support Price Increased: 3180 = X200 per kg
e Targeted Beneficiaries: ~10 lakh small and medium rubber farmers in Kerala.
¢ Objective: To boost farmer income and stabilize the rural economy of rubber-growing regions.

Context & Background:
e Kerala produces ~75% of India’s total natural rubber output.
e The rubber sector has faced:
o Global price slump due to oversupply from Southeast Asia.
o High input costs and competition from synthetic rubber imports.
o Declining acreage, as many farmers shifted to other crops.
e The Catholic Church, particularly the Syro-Malabar Church, has long advocated higher rubber
support prices, aligning with the farmers’ movement.

Political & Economic Significance:
e The hike coincides with the passing of two key legislations:
1. Kerala Land Assignment (Amendment) Act, 2023
2. Draft Wildlife Protection (Kerala Amendment) Bill
These are seen as attempts to appease settler-farmer communities in central Kerala.
e Political analysts view the move as a strategic measure to reconnect with the agrarian vote base,
crucial for upcoming elections.

Concerns & Skepticism:

e Many farmers welcomed the gesture but questioned whether X200/kg is sufficient to revive
profitability.

e The long-standing demand is for a base price of 250/kg, a promise earlier made by the ruling
Left Democratic Front (LDF).

e Experts warn that unless complemented by strong market interventions, the support price hike
alone may not offset the falling global prices or rising input costs.

Institutional & Church Involvement:

e Babu Joseph, General Secretary of the National Consortium of Rubber Producer Societies,
acknowledged the decision but urged better price realization mechanisms.

e Catholic Church’s Influence: The Church’s involvement in farmers’ issues — especially the Syro-
Malabar Church — continues to shape political sentiment in Kerala’s highland regions.

Broader Economic Implications:
e The decision could:
o Injectliquidity into rural markets.
o Encourage replanting and rejuvenation of aging rubber plantations.
o Support Kerala’s agro-based economy, which has seen contraction in recent years.
e However, rubber export competitiveness remains a concern due to low global demand and
cheaper imports from ASEAN countries.

Expert View:
“While the hike gives hope for revival, it still falls short of what’s needed to make rubber farming
sustainable,” said Biju Sebastian, President of the Catholic Congress under Changanassery Archdiocese.

Hindi Summary ('%T:ﬂ RI):
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic

Rubber Sector & Price Support

Kerala Economy

Political Economy of Agriculture

Role of Institutions (Church, Cooperatives)

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“«

GS Paper

GS Paper 3
GS Paper 3
GS Paper 2
GS Paper 2

Relevance

Agriculture & Rural Economy

State-Level Economic Reforms
Governance & Policy Measures
Civil Society & Policy Influence

xamine the challenges faced by India’s natural rubber sector and discuss how state-level support

policies, such as Kerala’s price intervention, can ensure sustainable livelihoods for farmers.”
(250 words - GS Paper 3)

Trump-Xi bonhomie and reference
to G-2 may impact India and Quad

External Affairs Ministry non-committal on outcome of US-China summit in South Korea: experts warn of ripple effects in
region; after talks, US. reduced tariffs on China to 47%, making India and Brazil, at 50%, among nations with highest tarift

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he summit bet-
I ween U.S. Presi-
dent Donald

Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Busan,
South Korea, ended with
several outcomes for bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries, but also sent
ripple effects to India. As a
result of the talks, the US.
has reduced tariffs on Chi-
na to 47%, making India
and Brazil, at 50%, among
the countries with the
highest tariffs,

More than the specific
outcomes, including a one
vear truce on trade tariffs
and export restrictions on
rare earth minerals, ex-
perts said the characterisa
tion by both leaders of the
U.S.-China “G-2" or group-
ing of the two biggest glo-

English Summary:

New normal: Donald Trump talks to Xi inping at the Gimbae A
Base in Busan, South Korea, on Thursday, Ar¢

bal powers, may have a big
ger impact. At the meeting
with Mr. Xi, Mr. Trump be
gan by saying, “I think we
are going to have a fantas
tic relationship for a long
period of time."

"China and the U.S. can
jointly shoulder our res-
ponsibility as major coun
tries, and work together to
accomplish more great and
concrete things for the
good of our two countries
and the whole world,” Mr,

Xi said, as per Chinese Fo
reign Ministry's statement.

When asked about the
summit, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal was non-
committal. “As far as the
question of the latest
[Trump-Xi] talks and relax-
ations that have happened
between U.S. and China, as
10 how it is going to play in-
to our domain, T will come
back to you,” he told repor-
ters on Thursday.

The G-2 or the idea of
creating an exclusive U.S.-
China club to work on glo-
bal issues was floated as a
concept about 15 years ago
around the summit bet-
ween U.S, President Barack
Obama and Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao in 2009,
when  trade, climate
change and nuclear prolif-
erations were pressing
concerns for the U.S.

However, Mr. Obama
never used the term, and
subsequently as U.S.-China
tensions increased, the ad
ministration dropped the
idea entirely by 2011

Impact of entente

Another issue is the impact
of any entente between the
US. and China on the
Quad and other Indo-Pacif-
ic initiatives. India has al-
ways been more for a mul-
ti-polar world order rather
than for a shared hegemo-
ny between the top two
powers. One has to won-

der if this will lead to carv-
ing up of the world into
“spheres of influence”, as
that will challenge not only
India‘s stature but also the
viability of the Quad.

Speaking to reporters
onboard his flight back to
the U.S,, Mr. Trump said he
intended to visit China in
April 2026, and host Mr. Xi
in the U.S. later in the year.
While no date has been
sent for Mr. Trump’s travel
to India to attend the Aus-
tralia-India-Japan-U.S.
Quad Summit to be hosted
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, reports suggest-
ed that this was unlikely to
take place in 2025,

As a result, if Mr. Trump
returns 1o Asia next year,
the question won't just be
whether he will be part of
the Quad summit in India,
but also that whether his
new “G-2" plans with Chi
na will dilute the group’s
agenda to secure a free and
open Indo-Pacific,

The U.S.-China summit in Busan, South Korea, between President Donald Trump and President Xi
Jinping marked a thaw in bilateral ties, with agreements on tariff reduction, rare-earth trade, and

energy cooperation.

However, the emerging narrative of a U.S.-China G-2 partnership has raised strategic concerns for
India and the Indo-Pacific Quad alliance (India, U.S., Japan, and Australia).



Key Outcomes of the Trump-Xi Summit:

Tariff Reduction:

The U.S. reduced tariffs on Chinese imports from 57% to 47%, while maintaining India and Brazil
at 50%, placing them among the highest-tariff nations.

Rare Earths & Energy Cooperation:

China agreed to continue rare-earth exports, crucial for advanced electronics, and to start an
energy import deal with the U.S.

Reaffirmation of Dialogue:

Both sides emphasized responsible global leadership, committing to “cooperation on trade,
climate change, and nuclear stability.”

“G-2” Concept Revived:

The “G-2” idea refers to an exclusive U.S.-China partnership to manage global issues — a concept
first floated in 2009 during the Obama-Hu Jintao summit.

It envisions a bipolar world order, where Washington and Beijing share global decision-making
authority on key issues like climate change, security, and economy.

The revival of this idea now challenges the multipolar Indo-Pacific vision, which India has been
advocating.

India’s Concerns:

The G-2 framing risks marginalizing India’s global role, potentially sidelining regional powers in
Asia.
A U.S.-China rapprochement could:
o Undermine the Quad’s strategic relevance.
o Soften U.S. stance on Chinese expansion in the South China Sea.
o Reduce American enthusiasm for India’s Indo-Pacific initiatives like the IMEC Corridor
and Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).

External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal remained non-committal, stating:
“As far as the question of the latest [Trump-Xi] talks and relaxations that have happened between the
U.S. and China, we will continue to observe.”

Implications for the Quad (India-U.S.-Japan-Australia):

A closer U.S.-China alignment could dilute the Quad’s purpose of ensuring a “free, open, and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.”

If Washington chooses to prioritize Beijing for global coordination, Quad’s deterrence value
against Chinese assertiveness would weaken.

Upcoming Quad Summit, scheduled to be hosted by India in 2026, may face uncertainty
depending on the evolving G-2 dynamic.

Regional and Strategic Implications:

Aspect Potential Impact
Trade & Economy Tariff easing benefits China; India remains in high-tariff bracket.
Geopolitics U.S. may recalibrate Indo-Pacific engagement, reducing emphasis on

containment of China.
India may have to navigate between a cooperative G-2 and its own multipolar

Diplomacy advocacy.

Security ) .

Architecture Quad may lose momentum; ASEAN centrality could re-emerge.
Expert Viewpoints:

Analysts warn of a “sphere of influence” model, dividing the world into U.S. and China-led blocs.
Trump’s reference to “a fantastic relationship for a long period of time” with Xi signals an intent to
reset ties with Beijing after years of confrontation.



e India, Japan, and Australia may need to strengthen intra-Quad cooperation independent of U.S.

priorities.

India’s Strategic Balancing Path:
e India must:

o Reinforce its strategic autonomy and multipolar advocacy.
o Deepen ties with Japan, Australia, ASEAN, and Europe to offset U.S.-China bipolarity.
o Enhance economic competitiveness to avoid marginalization in trade frameworks.

Hindi Summary (ﬁ?ﬁ
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper
U.S.-China Relations GS Paper 2
G-2 vs Quad Dynamics GS Paper 2
India’s Foreign Policy GS Paper 2
Trade Tariff Policy GS Paper 3

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Relevance

Bilateral & Global Politics

Global Groupings & Multilateralism
Strategic Autonomy & Indo-Pacific Vision
Economic Diplomacy

“Critically examine the implications of the revived ‘G-2’ narrative between the U.S. and China on India’s
strategic interests and the future of the Quad alliance.”

(250 words - GS Paper 2)



Justice Surya Kant to take
over as 53rd Chief Justice
of India on November 24

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The apppointment of Jus-
tice Surya Kant as the 53rd
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
was notified on Thursday.
He will assume charge on
November 24 and will re-
main CJI for nearly 16
months, till February 9,
2027.

The notification was is-
sued by the Department of
Justice in the Union Law
Ministry.

“In exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by the Con-
stitution of India, the Presi-
dent is pleased to appoint
Shri Justice Surya Kant,
Judge of the Supreme
Court as the Chief Justice of
India with effect from 24th
November 2025,” Union
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal wrote on X.

“I convey my heartiest
congratulations and best
wishes to him,” he added.

Justice Surya Kant suc-
ceeds Justice Bhushan R.

English Summary:

Justice Surya Kant

Gavai, who demits office
on November 23.

According to a commu-
nique by the Press Infor-
mation Bureau, Justice Su-
rya Kant was born on
February 10, 1962 in Pet-
war of Hisar, Haryana. He
earned his Law degree
from Maharishi Dayanand
University, Rohtak, in
1984. He then began his
practice the same year at
District Courts, Hisar.

In 1985, he shifted to the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court, Chandigarh, specia-
lising in constitutional, ser-
vice, and civil matters. On

July 7, 2000, he earned the
distinction of being ap-
pointed the youngest Ad-
vocate-General of Haryana
and was also designated as
a senior advocate.

He served as the Advo-
cate-General until his ele-
vation as a permanent
Judge of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court on Ja-
nuary 9, 2004.

As a judge, he served on
the governing body of the
National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) from
2007 to 2011 and, later,
earned a first class in his
Master’s degree in Law in
2011. He was appointed the
Chief Justice of the Hima-
chal Pradesh High Court
on October 5, 2018, and
thereafter was elevated to
the Supreme Court of India
on May 24, 2019.

Since May 14, 2025, he
has been the Executive
Chairman of NALSA and al-
so serves on several com-
mittees of the Indian Law
Institute.



The Government of India has officially appointed Justice Surya Kant as the 53rd Chief Justice of
India (CJI). He will assume office on November 24, 2025, succeeding Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s
successor, Justice Bhushan R. Gavai, who retires on November 23, 2025. Justice Surya Kant will
serve as C]I for nearly 16 months, till February 9, 2027.

The appointment notification was issued by the Department of Justice, Union Law Ministry, in
exercise of powers under Article 124(2) of the Constitution of India.

Profile and Background:

e Full Name: Justice Surya Kant

e Date of Birth: February 10, 1962

e Place: Petwar village, Hisar district, Haryana

¢ Education:
o B.A. from Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak
o LL.B. from the same university (1984)
o LL.M. (Law) - 2011

Professional Career Milestones:
Year Career Milestone
1984 Began law practice at District Courts, Hisar

1985 Moved to Punjab & Haryana High Court, specialized in Constitutional, Service, and Civil
matters

2000 Became the youngest Advocate General of Haryana and designated Senior Advocate
2004 Appointed Permanent Judge, Punjab & Haryana High Court

2018 Elevated as Chief Justice of Himachal Pradesh High Court

2019 Appointed as Judge, Supreme Court of India

2025 Designated as Executive Chairman, NALSA (National Legal Services Authority)

Tenure as Chief Justice of India:

Term: November 24, 2025 - February 9, 2027

Tenure Duration: Approximately 1 year and 3 months (16 months)
Predecessor: Justice Bhushan R. Gavai

Appointing Authority: President of India

Key Contributions & Roles:
e Served on the governing body of NALSA (2007-2011).
e Instrumental in legal aid reforms and access-to-justice programs.
e Has delivered landmark judgments on:
o Constitutional interpretation
o Publicinterest litigation
o Environmental justice
o Service jurisprudence
e Known for his advocacy of judicial sensitivity, transparency, and inclusiveness in law.

Significance of Appointment:
e Justice Surya Kant's elevation continues the seniority convention of appointing the next senior-
most Supreme Court judge as CJI.
e His tenure will oversee:
o Judicial appointments through the Collegium System
o Continuation of e-Courts and judicial digitalization reforms
o Strengthening of legal aid and NALSA-driven initiatives
o Critical rulings expected on constitutional and governance-related issues



Legal & Constitutional Context:

e Article 124(2):
Provides for appointment of the Chief Justice of India and other Supreme Court judges by the
President after consultation with judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts.

¢ Convention:
Appointment follows seniority principle to maintain institutional consistency.

e Tenure Importance:
Despite being relatively short, the C]I's role shapes judicial policy, bench allocation, and
institutional governance.

Personality Overview:
Justice Surya Kant is widely respected for his clarity in constitutional reasoning, balanced
approach, and deep understanding of social justice jurisprudence.

His background as a state Advocate General and experience across multiple High Courts lend him

both administrative and judicial depth.
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper Relevance

Appointment of CJI GS Paper 2 Constitutional Provisions - Judiciary

Powers & Tenure of CJ]I GS Paper 2 Structure & Functioning of Supreme Court
Judicial Reforms & NALSA GS Paper 2 Governance & Legal Aid

Role of Judiciary in Democracy GS Paper 2 Separation of Powers & Judicial Independence

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“Explain the constitutional provisions and conventions governing the appointment of the Chief Justice of

India. Discuss the significance of seniority and judicial independence in the context of recent
appointments.”
(250 words - GS Paper 2)
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Should Al be introduced as part of school curricula?

I PAREEY l

worttily, tha Minbdry of Education
anmoomond thee an Astihosd
LimeBigenoe D currbodd e would

be brnadiicnd froen Class 3 onwanks
for the next acadeoid year (2005 27). Eartler, In
Indy, the govertoment hod bunched the 'Skiling
ot A Rendinesss” inttlative, undes which
thousmmuls of CHSE schonk will offor Al an s il
suhoect starmng from Ches 6. Should Al be
mtrodinced as part of school curricsla? Aparagita
st o Vipha Baoct dacus the question in s
coanvraon moderood bry Sruthi
Darbhamulla. Edued escerpes

What do vou think about the proposal 1o
introduce Al as 2 fosndational subect from a
ynang age?

Aperrajita Wharts: When we salc sbout Al
edacation, We Bave 10 muke o diineton
Instween AS Bwrscy and Al sbhalbs Al sercy
the abily 1 undessiand bos Al wocks aod
apply entical thinking whele exaleeng 2
respotses. Al skills refer to desedopeng Al toods.
Al products, o heing samewhene in the Al vahine
o, Froo what we have peviewed (o the
crercalien), wo we thet £ Chios 1, for exaimgle,
the foces &s on Al Mesacy. Bat in Classes 11 ond
12, 2 bhone AL shills, seads s Pythen progranming
and ratueal language peocessing. Stodests can
Seroehop tuese shlls and then enter STEM
careers. My seqise Is that if the currboolum s
buitng intreduced in Chos 4 B Socus dodd be
e Al Hseracy; abonzsade the ennprieeds (o tomic
traneracy, Hovacy, laniuage, and celtical
thnking sbilh

Viptre Baxh Technology ls changag so rapsdly
thiat the sdeq of hayleg 3 corricubam aeound b in
the trudtiorsl amse = Jiffouk o iregioe. Yoo
exanphe, prompt engneering wil peobahdy
dappear i 2 couple of yeary’ time, Asuther
resxson why designing o amicelum arod it e
frisghet with peolidims i that bech can crealy
dntdes. Imagine milians of children tring to
fopare cukt their fest AL proosgnt. D0 we e B
irasructure of even the connactiviy for thar?
The modeds are noc availabie s Socal langusges.
Witk hands oo training, what & the poant of
teachtiogd teche? Aund if the sehvaton b tigating
b shatts, tht Maelf is & marving taget, We cart
sty (hat so oy enilions of jdw will be
doplonnd and therdion v Terw ot 1 be nealy
o0 new Jobs. Becaase by the time they mradisse,
that péctioe will have soved

Wt smguact willl this type of crriculum

English Summary:
The Ministry of Education (MoE) has proposed introducing an Artificial Intelligence (AI)
curriculum from Class 3 onwards (2026-27) as part of the Al for All and Al Readiness initiatives
under NEP 2020. The idea is to equip students with Al literacy and critical skills from an early age, as
CBSE schools prepare to include Al as a skill subject from Class 6 onwards.
Experts Aparajita Bharti and Viplav Baxi debate whether Al should be part of school curricula, its
educational impact, and how India can ensure equitable Al education.

Sauderes ook o thek mmokiie phooes. 54117 soes

have on work ethic and student learning?

AR: [y woomar st stwdents, an soun s they
had answered something with Al were askod w0
repicate thest and excplain it m thetr oan
Lirguoge. And they tafled %0 do 50, Professor
Stuart Ropssd] from the Unversiey of fesbatey
s3id bow luamans deal with A b edwcation bs
hie Bitrreas tost of Tutoreeity s shilty 1o be dble 00
regfere and hundie Al desefopanent for s omn
oo, Edhacution is oo of the richient uw cises,
because Al Bokds 3 oo of peomise for aiding
learréng. But on the othier land, it bs als
sysematically taking auay that incentive o
Bearn. Hu yind g torm “dis-oduration” Ho s
worrid thee we might lose ntergeneratnmal
learsing. BoGuse saitil ot wisaover Al s
dotrg i sxtually based om all the leverimg thy
Pramanry B Bad. Bunt the st goseation may
ot e the nght moentives 10 actsally posh
thegsedves o keep an learning. What does that
T fow Searresnety ¢

Vi Hemsoraadby, whiether & soo with rade, o0 TV
or the Taternet, we horve beand the same concem,
which b sew we dusbing dosn our childes e
we reducing thedr abdiny 10 think cosatively of
coriticaly? Are we loskeg agcedy i Sl of vder
1o0k? Our systemn shoukd be cagohle of adopting
10 ewery Dew tech wave. Evest ow pedagery s
evulved over e, we bave moved from
Ietanfourian and cognaivist teaching methods 1
OO coedratinint seaching methods. Our
Mrsterne Rane S0 imlape 10 Dese fw cealiies, One
OF thwr vy ww o 0 thiat be ey treseseng toch s
Ve %0 Mie process of educaon sell

Gl abomt the 1]
pevchological soapacet of AL what is the right

W are doiegs i issen o 10 stdenis by
gnving them charboes ahen the underdyeg
ot s ot proman et when the ey oy
hma  beese] and 2 o tesied.
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stage to Intreshace ciildren to AI?

ABChibdren are noe omly kearndng AR at school
They will it eagsosad oo Al whether xdools
lotroduce Al o Dot For esampie, Meta Al &
stiboddad i WhassApe, What we do need o
think about i ther s chikiren get exposed o AL
stane risks come with £ We did the Youeh Palse
Survey wirh Yoosth 53w, with S00 stickeses
who are already using AL Asousad 8% o the
schond stuaderts whes sook that survey are
wlveady using Al stisdy comspunion. Bl 5P of
Usonar stacdernts hurve sso startnd imirgg it 1o hane
proenal comvessations. 4% of sudent ale sakd
that some of the things they Serve been stuing
with Al chasfots are tiogs they would hue
intherwise sharnd with & persim i their e

We nead some guandrals socund the design
of chistbots whien chiklnen a Tty with
themi, Al companies e ansoe of This risc. There
Tave abresady Buseny st cises in S LS, where
parenes horve taken these compenies 10 court
There are already Lws placing cbiligaioes on
phatfocmes and imtermediares, There o
pewrictions on wioe yoo can du with childnet's
data, There bs o barger econvstemn beyond
oducation withch abo has w budd safety oo
thie

VIl Maiformation, malpeactice, and cnime
exisied before genersive Al and evenooe &
yuinerable to these. Young studenty and poogrke
with information asysumetries and soctal and
weonomik aadeantages v suore viberatie
than others, Theredore, lberacy s Importt

Bant it s ogually inportast 10 uslirtand S we
we dning a disservice to studenes by giviag them
dsathots when the usderbing sech is ol peoven
wnd when the voaderiying dat s based and 1 &
not tested. Any sumber of puardeail cant elp
you And here we are aliming even teachers o

md one approach will not 8t everyome. We need
o ersiare than there bs contimous coshing of
teachery, Abont 9% of schools i indka have jast
onve heacheer and 358 Baaw bews fhan S0 students
ol two seachers. Hall the seachers don't fere
proprer GuualBcations. Thove s o lage conslingent
of pera teachwre, Masy schools don't have
elecnriclty. ThereSore, hos woudd you desgn
comment for somebody who does noe huve
elecmmiaty o compuaiers® X will hawe 10 be an
wnpugad caricubem. Lam woened abost
Fareping saernens thar e will ioroduce
wonythiog i scale within Ow nest few monthn
wnd yssusme that it will wock

A The dightal dbvide s real And with AL It can
Devose even doeper. Sor exangle, whire
teachen themsehves do st have cnthcal shilk o
Deabie 10 evalue something at generd
purpose Al s prodocng. hew would they seach
i walenits 10 be abbe b0 evabate criscally?

Wee il furoe to ook at sean hhery as imurions
Decinise they are nmosating with iech as they go
g, Theerw e shifting goalposs sy 6.8
mosths. Teaching peoplke the abdlicy o tdnk, 6
wurk with other peopke, 10 orgnise dierenl
rEsoUrces and peodnds v, and 10 be abke 1o
gkl thavrrarhves their whole Ines = what we
meed 10 focus v The ahilky o sam and
vurgiuoudy moorae is indosvnt 0 b,
That s the skl we need m fooes on batiding in
s goreration that & i school rghe noe.

As & thought experiment, if you were
supposed 10 introduce a child 1o AL how
would you go about it

AB: THl age 12, Souselatiooad lowrmileg b
fenporsars. & Sot of perwmal sepersisim b
peyedred U e age. That & o crichod penod 10
budd crimcal thinbang shills and bass:
wphanumeric Ieracy. In akddk school, ae
shoukd thk aboat A bueeacy, From (ko 9 10
2, 1 you want o participate in the Al workfonee
e sornw pot, seeybe ose shils cm v
lesened, OF course, ths s asumning schools hane
o Listitation of econoetic resourns.

VE: Wee dre buttlong s poossatg cludleniges
e primeary education space. Let s focus oft
mabirig O spece mote pobist. Whatover needs
0 be ackden) a5 part of 2 subdect 10 belp chiddeen
et 1 dves Detter (0 A cann be added.

vty bots foe studenes whan they th N
wow ot tzakned on concepts sech s guantradls

What kil of eraining do teackers reguire 4o
Implement soch a currioulum®

VB Teachers are nof 2 mooolthks eatiry. We
have 2 smangasbund of siybes sud constraings,

To famen %0 e Adl imtemaen
Scan the code or 5o to the Ink
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What Does the Proposal Include?
e Al Literacy from Class 3 to 5:

Focus on Al awareness — understanding what Al is, how it works, and its real-world applications.

o Al SKills from Class 6 onwards:

Practical skills like Python programming, machine learning basics, and natural language
processing.
e The proposal aligns with the NEP 2020’s goal of 21st-century sKills: critical thinking, problem-

solving, and digital literacy.

Expert Viewpoints:

Aparajita Bharti (Co-founder, The Quantum Hub)

e Advocates early Al literacy, not just Al skill-building.

e Al literacy should be taught alongside language, numeracy, and reasoning.

e Warns that education must focus on critical thinking and responsible use of Al, not mere tool-
handling.

e Believes Al can democratize STEM learning if integrated thoughtfully.



“If Al curriculum is introduced from Class 3, focus should be on Al literacy — understanding how Al
works and developing basic analytical skills.”

Viplav Baxi (Founder, Edtech Platforms)

e Supports Al education but cautions against rushed implementation.

e Says the system must ensure teacher training and digital infrastructure before rollout.

e Warns against misinformation, malpractice, and bias in Al tools, which can mislead students.

¢ Emphasizes that Al literacy # Al dependence — schools must teach critical evaluation of Al
outputs.

“We are doing a disservice to students by giving them chatbots when the underlying tech is not proven

or tested.”

Key Themes Discussed:

A. Impact on Learning and Behavior

¢ Al may change learning habits — easy access to chatbots can reduce students’ critical thinking.

e Teachers must encourage students to question Al responses, not just use them as answers.

e Early exposure must be supervised to avoid overreliance on algorithms.

B. Ethical and Safety Concerns

e Children’s data privacy is a major issue. Al use in classrooms must comply with data protection

norms.

Exposure to unregulated Al (e.g., ChatGPT, WhatsApp Al bots) risks intergenerational learning

gaps.

e Need for strict digital safeguards before mainstream adoption.

C. Teacher Preparedness

e Teacher training is critical. Around half of Indian schools have less than 50 teachers, many
untrained in Al tools.

e The curriculum must include pedagogical guidance, not just technical content.

e Rural and under-resourced schools lacking computers or electricity will face challenges in
implementation.

Implementation Challenges:

Issue Challenge

Infrastructure Many schools lack digital access, electricity, or computers.

Teacher Training High proportion of para-teachers without Al awareness.

Curriculum Balance Risk of overburdening young learners with complex tech.

Equity Al curriculum could widen urban-rural educational divide.

Safety & Privacy Al tools handling student data pose ethical concerns.

Way Forward:

e Stage-wise implementation: Begin with Al literacy (understanding), move to Al application
(creation).

¢ Curriculum localization: Design Al education adaptable to schools with or without digital
infrastructure.

o Digital Ethics modules: Include awareness of bias, misinformation, and data privacy.
¢ Pilot programs: Run in select CBSE schools before nationwide rollout.
e Teacher upskilling: National programs via NISHTHA & DIKSHA platforms.

Broader Context & Global Comparison:

e India: “Al for All” initiative aims to make India globally competitive in Al.

e U.S. & U.K:: Introduced “Computational Thinking” modules for primary grades.

e Singapore: National Al curriculum launched in 2020, focusing on responsible Al use.
e China: Al education is mandatory from primary school since 2019.
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper

NEP 2020 & Al Curriculum GS Paper 2
Al in Education GS Paper 3
Data Privacy & Al Ethics GS Paper 3

Teacher Training & Equity GS Paper 2

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

Relevance

Policy, Education Reform

Science & Technology, Innovation
Digital Governance & Ethics
Human Resource Development

“Al education must empower students to think critically, not depend algorithmically.” Discuss the
opportunities and challenges of integrating Artificial Intelligence into India’s school curricula.

(250 words - GS Paper 3)



‘Over 600 MoUs worth
{12 lakh crore signed
at the Maritime Week’

Agreements were in diverse sectors such as port development,

indigenous ship building and container manufacturing: Sonowal

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

ore than 600
Mmemorandum of
understanding

(MoUs) worth over 12 lakh
crore were signed at the In-
dian Maritime Week 2025,
Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal said
here on Thursday.

Mr. Sonowal said the
MoUs were in diverse sec-
tors such as ship building,
port development, indige-
nous ship building and
container manufacturing.

“In the last 11 years,
whatever transformative
journey we could create,
we did. Also, in the trans-
formative policy pro-
grammes whatever chang-
es we could create, we did.
This will ultimately make
India globally, the most de-
sirable, favourable invest-
ment destination,” he said.

Secretary in the Minis-
try of Ports, Shipping, and
Waterways Vijay Kumar
said that of the MoUs

T 4
Taking stock: Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits a stall during the
India Maritime Week 2025, in Mumbai. PTi

signed, 30% were for port
development and port mo-
dernisation, 20% for sus-
tainable green shipping
and green ports, 20% for
shipping and ship building,
20% with regard to port-
led industrialisation and
10% for trade, business
and skilling.

“Maritime sector pro-
jects have long gestation
periods. Investment comes
in, it takes time to get in-
vested. Already 60% of the
MoUs entered into at the
last summit have been
grounded, meaning, the

money [has been commit-
ted] and has started com-
ing in,” he said.

During the event, 11 glo-
bal CEOs met with the PM.

“They represented diffe-
rent divisions of maritime
sectors including, ports,
port modernisation, port
operators, dredging opera-
tors and ship building. In
almost all the areas, they
promised and committed
to invest,” Mr. Kumar said.

The event witnessed the
participation of about one
lakh people and delegates
from 85 countries.



English Summary:

At the Indian Maritime Week 2025 held in Mumbai, over 600 Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) worth 12 lakh crore were signed, marking a major milestone in India’s maritime and port
sector reforms.

The announcement was made by Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal, in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

These MoUs span a wide range of sectors including port development, indigenous shipbuilding,
container manufacturing, green shipping, and port-led industrialisation — reinforcing India’s
ambition to become a global maritime hub.

Key Highlights:

Parameter Details

Event Indian Maritime Week 2025

Venue Mumbai

MoUs Signed Over 600

"I,';)lt:llnvestment %12 lakh crore

Organised By Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Key Dignitaries PM Narendra Modi, Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, Secretary T.K. Vijay

Kumar

Sectoral Distribution of MoUs:

Share of
Sector Total MoUs Focus Areas
Port Development & Expansion, smart port infrastructure, logistics
c . 30% e

Modernisation digitalisation
Sustainable Green Shipping & 20% Renewable energy use, carbon-neutral
Green Ports 0 operations, electric vessels

. . R Indigenous ship design, naval architecture,

0,
Shipping & Shipbuilding 20% shipyard capacity
Port-led Industrialisation 20% Coastal manufacturing, container hubs, SEZ
development

Trade, Business & Skilling 10% Maritime skill training, international

collaboration, logistics efficiency

Economic & Strategic Significance:

e The MoUs are expected to:

Boost employment and skill development in coastal states.

Strengthen India’s position in global maritime trade.

Enhance supply chain resilience under the PM Gati Shakti Master Plan.
Encourage Make in India in shipbuilding and logistics manufacturing.

o O O O

Quote:
“This will ultimately make India globally the most desirable, favourable investment destination,”
— Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Implementation Progress:
e 60% of the MoUs signed at the previous Maritime Summit have already been executed or are
under implementation.
e Ofthe current agreements:
o Many have already secured funding and commenced work.
o Several involve public-private partnerships (PPP) for long-term port projects.



Participation Overview:

e Delegates: 8,000+

¢ Countries Represented: 85
e Global CEOs: 11, representing divisions of maritime sectors such as:

o

o O O

Port operators

Dredging companies
Shipbuilding firms

Logistics and trade facilitators

Broader Vision - Maritime India Vision 2030 & Blue Economy:
e The MoUs align with India’s Maritime India Vision 2030 and the Sagarmala Programme.
e Key goals include:

o

@)
@)
@)

Developing modern port infrastructure.

Promoting coastal shipping and inland waterways.

Reducing logistics costs by 25% by 2030.

Achieving carbon neutrality in port operations.

Maritime Sector Challenges & Future Outlook:

Challenge

High logistics cost
Dependence on foreign vessels
Port congestion
Environmental concerns

Solution under Maritime Vision
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper

Maritime Infrastructure GS Paper 3

Sagarmala Programme GS Paper 3

Green Shipping & Port

Modernisation GS Paper 3
. . . GS Paper

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) 2/3

UPSC Mains Practice Question:
“Discuss the significance of India’s Maritime Vision 2030 in strengthening the country’s blue economy and
global trade competitiveness.”
(250 words - GS Paper 3)

Relevance

Port Development, Infrastructure, Blue
Economy

Government Policy, Economic Growth

Sustainable Development

Governance and Economic Reforms



Roof gone: A house damaged by the hurricane in Crane
Road, Black River, Jamaica, on Thursday. REUTERS

Powerful Hurricane
Melissa upends
life for Jamaicans

Agence France-Presse
ST. ANN

In the north coast parish of St. Ann, almost all resi-
dents are without power - and many of them
woke up without a roof over their heads after Hur-
ricane Melissa tore through Jamaica, downing
trees, utility poles and anything in its path.

Fisherman George “Larry” Brown of the com-
munity of Priory said the morning was quiet on
the day of the storm. “Just a little rain,” the 68-
year-old recalled.

But by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, the rain and wind
gusts grew heavy and soon, he said, his roof
peeled away. “I just heard a sound, and it just
started to tear off,” Mr. Brown recalled. He de-
scribed Melissa as the worst he’s ever
experienced.

Hurricane Melissa smashed into Jamaica as a fe-
rocious top-level storm, with sustained winds
peaking at 185 miles (nearly 300 km) per hour
while drenching the nation with torrential rain.

In fact, Hurricane Melissa tied the 1935 record
for the most intense storm ever to make landfall,
according to an AFP analysis of meteorological da-
ta - on par with the Labor Day Hurricane that de-
vastated the Florida Keys 90 years ago.

Brown’s neighbor Kayan Davis, a mother of
three who said her roof lifted off sometime after 11
p-m., said she has been left temporarily homeless.

Marvin Thomas, another resident of Priory,
suffered the same fate when a tree fell on his
home around 8 p.m.



English Summary:

Hurricane Melissa, a Category 5 tropical cyclone, struck Jamaica’s north coast, particularly the
parish of St. Ann, causing widespread devastation. The hurricane knocked out power lines,
uprooted trees, damaged homes, and left many residents homeless.

With sustained wind speeds of 185 miles per hour (nearly 300 km/h), it became one of the most
powerful storms in Jamaica’s history, tying the record set in 1935 for the most intense storm to
make landfall in the region.

Key Facts:

Parameter Details

Name Hurricane Melissa

Category Category 5 (Top-level)

Location Affected Jamaica (St. Ann, Priory, Black River, etc.)

Wind Speed 185 mph (~300 km/h)

Rainfall Torrential rain; widespread flooding

Damage Homes destroyed, power outages, trees uprooted, roofs blown off
Casualties/Displacement Several families homeless; extent of fatalities unconfirmed
Historical Comparison Matched 1935 Labor Day Hurricane (Florida Keys) intensity
Source Agence France-Presse (AFP) report

Description of Events:
o Early Calm: The morning of the storm began quietly, with light rain reported.
e Rapid Intensification: By 5 p.m., wind speeds and rain escalated sharply. Roofs were torn off,
trees uprooted, and homes destroyed.
¢ Eyewitness Accounts:
o Fisherman George “Larry” Brown described the hurricane as the worst he’d ever seen.
o Kayan Davis, a mother of three, was rendered homeless after her roof was blown off at
night.
o Marvin Thomas, another resident, was injured when a tree fell on his home.

Meteorological Context:

e Hurricane Melissa formed over the Atlantic Ocean, fueled by warm sea surface temperatures
and low vertical wind shear—ideal conditions for cyclone intensification.

¢ It made landfall in northern Jamaica, releasing massive rainfall and wind damage before moving
northwest.

e The storm’s characteristics were consistent with climate-change-driven superstorms, which are
gaining frequency and intensity due to global warming.

Impact Summary:

Sector Impact

Energy Widespread power outages across St. Ann and adjoining parishes
Housing Hundreds of homes destroyed or damaged

Transportation Roads blocked due to fallen trees and debris

Livelihoods Fishing and coastal communities severely hit

Emergency Services Disaster response ongoing; rescue operations delayed due to road blockages

Environmental & Climatic Significance:

¢ Link to Climate Change:
Warmer ocean temperatures provide more energy for cyclones, increasing their frequency and
destructive capacity.



Comparison with Past Storms:

Similar to Hurricane Gilbert (1988) and Labor Day Hurricane (1935) — both Category 5
storms.

Future Risk:

The Caribbean is becoming increasingly vulnerable to superstorms due to rising sea
temperatures and climate variability.

Global Context:

Caribbean Vulnerability:

The region faces annual risks from Atlantic hurricane season (June-November).

Economic Losses:

Jamaica’s GDP faces repeated setbacks due to infrastructure and agricultural damage.
International Assistance Expected:

UN agencies and Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) likely to coordinate
relief efforts.

Disaster Management & Mitigation Learnings (UPSC Context):

Aspect Learning
Early Warning Need for real-time satellite-based tracking and public alert systems.
Systems
Infrastructure Build hurricane-proof shelters, underground power grids, and resilient
Resilience housing.
Community Training in evacuation and disaster response.
Preparedness

. . Strengthen policies under Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
Climate Adaptation (SFDRR) and Paris Agreement.
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Exam Relevance Table:

Topic GS Paper Relevance

Hurricanes / Tropical Cyclones GS Paper 1 Climatology & Physical Geography

Disaster Management GS Paper 3 Disaster Preparedness & Response

Climate Change Impact GS Paper 3 Environmental Challenges

International Cooperation GS Paper 2 Disaster Relief & Global Climate Frameworks

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

“The intensification of tropical cyclones like Hurricane Melissa highlights the growing threat of climate-
induced disasters in the Caribbean. Examine the role of global warming in altering cyclone behavior and
discuss policy measures needed for climate resilience.”

(250 words - GS Paper 3)



