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Putin to visit India
for two-day annual
summit next week

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Russian President Vladimir
Putin will make a two-day
visit to India from Decem-
ber 4 to hold annual sum-
mit talks with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the
External Affairs Ministry
announced on Friday.

Mr. Putin will lead the
Russian delegation in the
23rd India-Russia annual
summit, the Ministry said.
“The forthcoming state vi-
sit will provide an oppor-
tunity for the leadership of
India and Russia to review
progress in bilateral rela-
tions, set the vision for
strengthening the ‘special
and privileged strategic
partnership’ and exchange
views on regional and glo-
bal issues of mutual inter-
est,” it added.

Mr. Putin will also meet
President Droupadi Mur-
mu, who will host a state
banquet in his honour. He
earlier visited India in
2021, for the 2Ist India-Rus-
sia annual summit.

Russia launched the
“Special Military Opera-
tion” against Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, which
attracted tough western
sanctions on  Russia,
prompting a reorientation
of India-Russia trade ties
where energy became a
major component for the
first time.

Russian energy import
to India has been
a major issue in
the India-U.S.
relations since
President Do-
nald Trump
imposed
punitive A8

sanctions on India in Au-
gust for purchasing Rus-
sian crude oil. India has
been calling for an end to
the Ukrainian conflict,
with Mr. Modi saying “this
is not the time for war”.
However, attacks conti-
nued from both sides in
the Ukrainian battlefield.

The incoming visit is al-
so significant as it will take
place days after Mr. Trump
issued a new 28-point Uk-
raine-Russia peace formula
that will call upon Kyiv to
cede territories to Russia
and limit the size of the Uk-
rainian military.

Trade deficit

During Mr. Putin visit, New
Delhi is expected to press
for addressing the increas-
ing trade deficit caused by
India’s procurement of
large volumes of Russian
crude oil.

The two sides are also
likely to focus on deepen-
ing cooperation in areas of
civil nuclear energy.

The Kremlin said Mr.
Putin’s visit carried “signif-
icant importance” as it of-
fered an opportunity to re-
view the entire spectrum
of the special and privi-
leged strategic partnership
— from politics, trade and
the economy to science,
technology, and cultural
and humanitarian ties.

“The current interna-
tional and regional issues
will also feature promi-
nently in the talks with the
Indian delegation led by

Prime Minister Modi,” it

8 . said.
'_' g‘d Russia has been a

time-tested partner for
India and the country
has been a key pillar of
New Delhi’s fo-
reign policy.
(With PTI in-
puts)



Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit India on December 4-5 for the 23rd India-Russia Annual
Summit. The visit aims to allow the leadership of both countries—Putin and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi—to review bilateral ties and strengthen the “Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership.”
Key focus areas include:

e Trade deficit caused by India's purchase of large volumes of Russian crude oil

e Deepening cooperation in civil nuclear energy

e Broader engagements in politics, defence, economy, science & technology, and culture
The visit is geopolitically significant as it comes amid:

e Western sanctions on Russia since the 2022 Ukraine war

e India’s increasing imports of discounted Russian oil

e Anew U.S. proposal urging Ukraine to accept Russian territorial demands

¢ Renewed battlefield tensions in Ukraine
Russia stated the visit is crucial to review the full spectrum of ties. India reiterated its stance that “this is
not the time for war” and has been urging for peace in the Ukraine conflict.
Russia remains a “time-tested partner” and a major pillar of India’s foreign policy.
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GS Relevance (UPSC/BPSC/JPSC)
GS Paper-II (International Relations)
¢ India-Russia bilateral relations
Strategic partnership and defence cooperation
Impact of Russia-Ukraine war on India
India’s stance on global conflicts
Trade deficit, energy security, and sanctions
Civil nuclear cooperation
GS Paper-III (Economy & Energy Security)
e Crude oil imports and trade imbalance
e Energy diversification
e Economic diplomacy
Essay / GS-I1
e India’s role in a multipolar world
e Balancing major power relations (Russia-US-Europe)



India, Russia Defence Ministers to
meet, S-500 acquisition on agenda

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministers of
India and Russia are set to
meet on December 4 in
New Delhi on the sidelines
of Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s state visit to
India.

A senior official con-
firmed that Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh will hold
talks with his Russian
counterpart Andrey Belou-
sov to review ongoing de-
fence cooperation and ex-
plore new avenues of
partnership.

Acquiring S-500

According to the official,
the agenda includes dis-
cussions on the timely de-
livery of remaining S-400
air defence systems. India
is also likely to examine the
possibility of acquiring ad-
ditional S-400 units as well
as Russia’s next-generation
S-500 system — capable of
intercepting ballistic mis-

Russian Defence Minister Andrei Belousov, left, and Indian Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh in Moscow in 2024. Ap

siles at ranges up to 600
km and airborne targets up
to 400 km.

The meeting is also ex-
pected to take up coopera-
tion in shipbuilding and
jointly developed weapons
systems, an area both sides
are looking to strengthen
further.

In June this year, Mr.
Singh and Mr. Belousov
met in Qingdao, China,
where Moscow reaffirmed
its commitment to timely

§-400 deliveries. India had
placed an initial order for
five S-400 units, of which
three have been delivered.
The remaining two are
scheduled for delivery in
2026 and 2027.

The S-400 system has
proved its strategic signifi-
cance in recent Indian op-
erations, including Opera-
tion Sindoor, and has been
officially designated ‘Su-
darshan Chakra’ in Indian
service — after the mytho-

logical weapon of Lord
Vishnu.

The Ministry of Defence
has also identified an In-
dian firm to set up a Main-
tenance, Repair and Over-
haul (MRO) facility for the
S-400 system in the
country.

Addressing a public
gathering in Karnataka on
Friday, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi elaborated on
the vision of Mission Su-
darshan Chakra, stating
that it aims to build an im-
penetrable protective wall
around key national, in-
dustrial and public sector
assets. “If the enemy dares
to show audacity, India’s
Sudarshan Chakra will des-
troy them,” the Prime Mi-
nister said.

Earlier, during his Inde-
pendence Day address, Mr.
Modi had announced the
ambitious ‘Sudarshan
Chakra Mission’, a decade-
long initiative to bolster In-
dia’s national security ar-
chitecture.

India and Russia’s Defence Ministers — Rajnath Singh and Andrey Belousov — will meet on December 4
in New Delhi during President Putin’s state visit. The meeting will review ongoing defence cooperation
and explore new areas of partnership.

Key Agenda Points

1. S-400 Delivery Status
o India had ordered five S-400 units.
o Three delivered, two remaining to be supplied in 2026-27.
2. Possible Acquisition of S-500
o Indiais examining the feasibility of purchasing Russia’s next-generation S-500 system,
capable of intercepting ballistic missiles up to 600 km range and airborne targets up to 400

km

3. Shipbuilding & Joint Weapon Development
o Both sides plan to enhance cooperation in defence manufacturing.

4. MRO Facility for S-400 in India
o An Indian firm has been identified to establish a Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul (MRO)
facility for S-400 systems.

Strategic Context

e The S-400 system has already proven valuable for Indian deployments, including Operation



Sindoor.
e Itis being branded the ‘Sudarshan Chakra’ in India, symbolising a protective shield like the
mythological weapon of Vishnu.
PM Modi highlighted this vision as part of building a national strategic security wall. Earlier, the broader
‘Sudarshan Chakra Mission’ was announced to enhance India’s air-defence architecture.
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GS Relevance (UPSC/BPSC/JPSC)
GS Paper-II (International Relations)
¢ India-Russia defence cooperation
e Geopolitical implications of S-400 and S-500
e Key strategic partnerships
e Technology transfer & defence diplomacy
GS Paper-III (Internal Security & Defence)
e India’s air-defence architecture
e Missile defence systems
e Defence production, Make in India, MRO ecosystem
e Strategic deterrence & national security infrastructure
Prelims Themes
e 5-400 and S-500 features
e India-Russia military agreements
e Defence procurement timelines
e Mission Sudarshan Chakra



India launches ‘Operation
Sagar Bandhu' to provide
relief supplies to Sri Lanka

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India on Friday delivered
essential relief supplies to
cyclone-battered Sri Lanka
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi conveying to the
island nation that New Del-
hi stands ready provide
more aid to it to deal with
the situation.

New Delhi launched
“Operation Sagar Bandhu”
to assist Sri Lanka in its
hour of crisis and the first
tranche of relief materials
were handed after the con-
signments were transport-
ed by Indian Navy’s aircraft
carrier INS Vikrant and
frontline ship INS
Udaygiri.

“My heartfelt condo-
lences to the people of Sri
Lanka who have lost their
loved ones due to Cyclone
Ditwah. I pray for the safe-
ty, comfort and swift recov-
ery of all affected families,”
Mr. Modi said on social me-
dia.“Guided by India’s

Navy officers handing over humanitarian aid from India to Sri Lanka

~ * L RS

as part of ‘Operation Sagar Bandhu’ in Colombo. PTi

Neighbourhood First poli-
cy and Vision MAHASA-
GAR, India continues to
stand firmly with Sri Lanka
in its hour of need,” he
added.

Mr. Modi announced
the MAHASAGAR (Mutual
And Holistic Advancement
for Security and Growth
Across Regions) vision for
India’s engagement with
the Global South during his
visit to Mauritius in March.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said that Op-

eration Sagar Bandhu had
commenced and further
steps were under way.

India’s first indigenous
aircraft carrier INS Vik-
rant, and latest indigenous
stealth frigate INS Udaygiri
are in Sri Lanka to partici-
pate at a three-day Interna-
tional Fleet Review (IFR)
that began on Thursday.

Sri Lankan defence offi-
cials said INS Vikrant was
formally requested for use
of its aircraft for relief oper-
ations.

India has launched ‘Operation Sagar Bandhu'’ to deliver humanitarian assistance to cyclone-hit Sri
Lanka, which is facing a severe crisis after Cyclone Ditwah. Prime Minister Narendra Modi conveyed



condolences and assured full support.
Key Features of Operation Sagar Bandhu
e Indiadelivered the first tranche of relief supplies through:
o INS Vikrant (India’s first indigenous aircraft carrier)
o INS Udaygiri (latest indigenous stealth frigate)
e Supplies include essential humanitarian aid for affected families.
e More consignments are scheduled to follow.
Strategic Context
¢ India’s response aligns with its Neighbourhood First Policy and Vision MAHASAGAR (Mutual and
Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions).
e MAHASAGAR was articulated during PM Modji’s visit to Mauritius in March.
¢ India reaffirmed its commitment to support Sri Lanka “in its hour of need.”
e INS Vikrant and INS Udaygiri are also in Sri Lanka for the International Fleet Review (IFR).
Sri Lankan officials reportedly requested the use of INS Vikrant for relief operations.
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GS Relevance (UPSC/BPSC/JPSC)
GS Paper-II (International Relations)
e India-Sri Lanka relations
e Humanitarian assistance & disaster relief (HADR) diplomacy
e Neighbourhood First Policy
¢ SAGAR and MAHASAGAR vision
e Maritime cooperation in the Indian Ocean
GS Paper-III (Security & Disaster Management)
e Role of Indian Navy in HADR
e Cyclone response logistics
e Maritime security architecture
Important Prelims Themes
e Operation Sagar Bandhu
e INS Vikrant & INS Udaygiri features
e Vision SAGAR vs Vision MAHASAGAR
e International Fleet Review (IFR)




India seals
deal with US.
On Support
for Seahawks

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India on Friday sealed a
T7,995 crore deal with the
U.S. as part of “follow on
support” package for In-
dian Navy’s fleet of 24 Sea-
hawk helicopters for five
years. The signing of the
contract came amid strain
in ties between the two
countries after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump
slapped a whopping 50%
tariff on Indian goods in
late August.

The Defence Ministry
said it signed Letters of Off-
er and Acceptance (LOAs)
with the U.S. for sustained
support of the MH-60R
helicopter fleet through
follow-on support and sup-
ply for five years.

The sustainment sup-
port is a comprehensive
package which includes
provisioning of spares,
support equipment, pro-
duct support, training and
technical support, repair
and replenishment of com-
ponents, the Ministry said.



India has finalized a X7,995 crore (approx. $960 million) deal with the United States for a five-year
“follow-on support” package for the Indian Navy’s fleet of 24 MH-60R Seahawk helicopters.
This agreement was signed despite recent tensions in India-U.S. trade ties following the U.S. decision to
impose a 50% tariff on Indian goods in late August.
Key Points of the Agreement
e Indiasigned Letters of Offer and Acceptance (LOAs) with the U.S. Government.
e The support package includes:
o Provision of spares and support equipment
o Product support
o Training and technical support
o Repair and replenishment of components
e The contract ensures the long-term sustainment and operational readiness of the MH-60R fleet.
The MH-60R Seahawks are multi-role naval helicopters used for anti-submarine warfare (ASW), anti-
surface warfare (ASuW), search and rescue, and maritime surveillance.
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GS Relevance (UPSC/BPSC/JPSC)
GS Paper-II (International Relations)

e India-U.S. defence cooperation

e Impact of trade tensions on strategic ties

e Defence agreements: LOA, FMS framework
GS Paper-III (Security / Defence Technology)

e MH-60R Seahawk: capabilities & strategic role

e Maritime security, ASW capability

e Sustainment logistics in defence procurement
Prelims Themes

e MH-60R helicopter features

e Follow-on support vs procurement

e LOA under U.S. Foreign Military Sales (FMS)



